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A.D. 

Wboeveb is conversant with the liialocy of this period Ijer 
must, have observed that, in the judgment of moat of 
the Scottish lords, self-interest was paramount to every 
other copsideration. Hence their conduct perpetually 
varied with the varying course of events ; tvery new 
prospect of gain or aggrandizement suggested new coun- 
sels and new crimes, and the most solemn engagements 
were both contracted and violated with equal precipitancy, 
"We have seen the same individuals binding themselves 
by their duty to the eternal God, first to prevent the 
marriage of Darnley with their queen, then to raise that 
nobleman to the throne, and, lastly, to procure his assas- 
sination. The reader will not be surprised, if he now 
beholds them entering on a fourth association, to punish 
the murderer whose deed they had promised " to reckon 
" as their own," and then to transfer the sovereign au- 
thority froin the queen to a regent of their own creation. 
Of the lords wlio, though not in tlie secret of the 
murder, had been induced, by fear or inieresi, to sub- 
scribe the bond in favour of Bothwell's marriage, many 
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were at the very time ashamed of thoir own conduct. 
In such a state of mind, they viewed his subsequent 
seizure of tlie royal persoa wilh feelings of suspicion 
and vesentmcnt. Meetings were held; projects of oppo- 
sition were suggested; and inquiry was made \yhat part 
the queen of England would take in the appruaching 
contest*. The question awakened in her minisfers 
fresh hopes of eiFecting that which the war of the re- 
formation had failed to accomphsh. But Ehzabeth 
checked their eagerness: she refused to interfere with 
an armed force ; and merely signified her assent that 
the earl of Bedford might repair to Berwick, and 
" comfort" the discontented lords. Cecil, however, 
thouprh he dared not give any express assurance of 
support, aequainfed them with his opinion, that the no- 
bility of Scotland, but particularly those who had previ- 
ously bound themselves to Bothwell, must immediately 
take up arms, if they wished to avoid the infamy of 
being considered accomplices in his guilt f , 

It has been' assumed by some writers that, when Mor- 
ton and Maitland joined w th B Ihw 11 pi tt g he 
death of Darnley, they had t th hj t , 

which they carefully conoe 1 d from th coli g ; 
the detbi-onementof Mary, d th b q t I 
tion of Murray to the regeu j B t ph los ph I h - 
torians are apt to attribute ttl f sihtfplt s 
those counsels which are, m 1 ty gi^ t 1 by the 
passing events of the day. The dissension between 
Mary and her husband had produced suspicion ; by her 
precipitate marriage that suspicion was ripened into 
conviction ; and the associates of Bothwell saw that, un- 
less they joined his opponents, they must submit to 
share his infamy, perhaps his punishment. The earls 
of Morton, Marr, and Athol, the lords Home, Semple, 
and Lindsay, the lairds ofTullibardine and Grange, met 
at Stirling, and were joined by Montrose, Glencaim, 
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Ruthven, and Sinclair Their plan to surprise Bothwell Jung 
and the queen sX Boithnick was defeated by a rapid 5. 
flight to Dunbai hut thej entered Edinburgh, and by II. 
proclamation charged the earl with the murder of Darn- 
ley, the treasonable seizure and marriage of the queen, 
and an intention of gaining possession of the prince, 
that he might murder tlie heir apparent, as he had 
already murdered his father *. 

In four days B h 11 d w' h h' f It 

meet the more num d p 

enemies on Car g m 

Edinburgh. From h h m g 11 S 

nine at night, the m h 

in vain that Le C mp d b o- 

quence to reconc h T q ft 

full pardon fo the d co d 

should disband t re h 

come over to the d B 

the punishment o m H ft 6 

with Morton, or any one of hia accusei-s. The challenge 
was accepted Grst by TuUibardine, afterwards by Lind- 
say; but, for reasons with which we are unacqumnted, 
no combat followed t> Al length it was ^reed that he 

Bolhwell neaped bum Borllinidi in Ibe msRilnio beftjre Hie urtltnl at Iha 
hiris; tliat Muly telaniOKd Ihrie all Iha day, nith nbmit iiulf ailoUD aer- 
nnU ; and ilint iit oigM aha roda siray lu mule a.ltire, uu ivceivinl at a 
■liort dit'aiuse by Bothwell, and uavoied bf hln In nunUnr. Lning, 
11. 109. Tliia tacl pmei iucoidDStsbl; Ihnl tha qnceu uaa unoilliug la 
aepsTnts from BoUiwell, wbelliET b« nlnotBDce nroM tniiii uttachinent, 
en from the ctuHi vhleu iu a tew vngoB ■lui vrill aBticn. 
i AsutdlUH to DothveA UmuH ibe querai ami iier gentlemen oons- 

Mfllry'i bnt ba niida, *■ I » peianaddd fav wd lliom, 1^ Iba iDany rHoaDiig 
" I urged, Ihat Ihey oraiitaiilb conamted that tha camlnt abould taba 
"liluoe. I lepalnd to tlia Beldafbattle tuawidl thaiirlTBliif my antii> 
" giHilBC where I lamtlnedtUlTeiy lata lu the erEUliijii he did uot, how- 

rhequern tvlBliedtop[eTenttheeflwiaiiariilDDd,<uid dealisd hltn to re- 
tire, pramiaing to reiurn to blm.ar to write to him at Dunbar; and then 
tlio AereemenLlD tlie text waaiDada.hothliywDrdorinaiilliriDdlti waiting, 

was made uo^to Tulllbaidine. and^tbe cnm^t'wltir^^ did bM taka 
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4 ELIZABETH. 1.CHAF. 1. 

should retire without molestation ; that the queen should 
return lo her capital, and that the associated lordsshould 
pay lo her that honour and oijedienoe which was due to 
the sovereign. She gave her hand to Kii'kalily oi 
Grange, and washy him eondiicted to the army of his 
colleagues, in whose name Morton, bending his knee, 
said, "This, madam, is the place where you ought to lie; 
" and we will honour, serve, and ohey you as ever tlio 
" nobility of this realm did any of your progenitors." 
The agreement was mutually ratified, and the army 
returned towards Edinburgh*. 

An hour did not elapse before Mary learned that she 
was a captive in the hands of unfeeling adversaries. At 
her entrance into ihe city, she was met by a mob in the 
highest state of excitement ; her ears were assailed with 
reproaches and imprecations ; and before her eyes was 
waved a banner, representing the dead body of her lale 
husband, and the prince her son on his knees exclaim- 
ing, "Revenge my caiiae, Lord." The provost im- 
prisoned her in an upper story of his own house, and gave 
orders that no person, not even her maids, should have 
Jane access to her. During the two-and-twenty hours that 
16. slie was confined in this solitary cell, the unhappy queen 
abandoned herself fo the terrors which her situation in- 
spired. From the street she was repeatedly seen at the 
window, almost in a state of nudity, uud was often heard 
to call on the dtbens, conjuring them to arm and deliver 
their sovereign from the cruelty of traitors. About nine 
*'■ the nest evening she was conducted to Holyrood house, 
and after a respite of an hour was conveyed by o. body of 

proniiic lo Botliirell. Sre Von 
m.tt™^l«^tW^k^g-.MmBoa4j 

of Solbmll xiipenCB lo ooDllTm Ilia oplDbn thiit iha roolMvi'Dle 1i)t<ls 
qlifcBy uLnu>d at ills ilepiKilloa or Morv, BDd tlie estnlillahniBiilDf n n- 

m Ba^lv cleptlTeilllie qnern orlier onnvn, ihev coiilit huce [moiriUBlel^ 
■DsottU'what Ih>y pcsfeased ta hikie in >1sit, tlie puDulmwut of llwmai- 
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four hundred nrmed men out of the capital. Athol rode 
on one side of the captive, Morton on the other ; and at 
some distance they dehvered her to the custody of Lind- 
say and EuthYen, by whom she was led to the castle of 
Loehlevin, the residence of William Douglas, uterine 
brother of Murray, and heir preaumptive to Morton ; and 
placed under the care of Margaret Douglas, the mother 
of Murray, aud, as she pretended, not the miatreas, but 
the real wife of Mug Jamea* . 

Elizabeth had been infovmed of this extraordinary 
revolution by an envoy from the insurgents, whom she 
received with the strongest expressions of displeasure. 
The insult offered to tbe Scottish queen was, she con- 
tended, commoa to every crowned head ; it resulted 
from the doctrines of Knox, which she had so often con- 
demned ; it required severe and immediate punishment, 
that subjects might learn to restrain their unhallowed 
hands from the anointed persons of their sovereigns. 
The c[Ueen spoke her real sentiments ; but there is rea- 
son to believe that the secretary did not participate in 
the feelings of his sovereign. The enemies of Mary 
were the very men whom he had hitherto patronised; 
and the revolution which they had recently effected, 
offered the surest means of accomplishing the favourite 
object of his policy, the extinction of the French, and 
with it of the catholic, interest in Scotland. Pour weeks 
after the captivity of Mary, Throckmorton appeared in 



letlerufthalTth. Liupe, ii. 117. Hstj 

US Uia EHUie of liei mUftlrluDsi. Rudnlph iRvn 

« shB ia [alien Into. Yun, lend of Uddlngtug, by voiu penimilaa' and 
" oouhhV to uppTebcDd hflr. ta ImpriHan her, ^ea, ta bave Ijiken pnseatlf 
' the life troa Iwr; Dod yon, lord of GnDse, Ly tfiur HiiciUtluD, Lra«e^ 
" nod labour ta bring in oUwra, to allow IbEreof, and to put in exHutkiit 
- thut, wUicbliytha other, yotj, lord of I^diUqgtofl, we; dvvisod." Strypa 
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Jiily Edinburgh in qua tq d m E h 

'"■ From the tarda ho « d d m d 

access to the royal p is d h to 

free exercise of her to M h h was 

to offer the powerfu p f h E h q 

who, if her Scottish d g 

truth, would either m i g 

honour, in case her h k p h 

guilty subjects for h h ^ wh h h 

brought against he nd bo h mm d 

a reconciliation on th h Mm 

Bothwell, the prose h h d 

Darnley, and a general amnesty for ail other ofTences. 
This was the avowed object of his mission : but another 
and more important object was, to oppose any plan for 
ibe conveyance of Mary's infant son to Fronee, and to 
procure, if it were possible, the removal of the young 
prince to England, that ho might be brought up under 
the care of hia kinswoman, tlie English queen. There 
cannot be a doubt that Elizabeth herself sought with sin- 
cerity the liberation of Mary ; she could not brook tlie 
notion tliat subjects should presume to incarcerate or 
punish their sovereign ; but there is reason tK) believe 
that Buoh was not the object of her amba^ador or of her 
favourite miuiBters. Throckmorton maJntiuns, indeed, 
that he complied with hia instructions to the letter ; but 
he owns, at the same time, that he disapproved of the 
policy of the queen ; and most of his diapatehes betray a 
secret eflhrt to divert lier from her purpose by artfully in- 
einaating that her damands were more likely to provoke 
the death than to proonre the liberty of the royal cap- 
July tiva*. He was received with great respect by the lords 
13. in the capital, but to his repeated proposals they declined 
to return any answer until the greater part of their 
associates should return from the country. An asaem- 
16. tily of the kirli had been called to meet in Edinburgh, 
* Bse them in Blarenson's " HluaWalions of the Rdgn of Qufen Mary," p. 
1M-3D1. 
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aud the town was soon filled with the most Tiolent and 
lanado of the partj. 

Knox and the ministers proved from teste and instannea 
m the Scriptures that soTereigns like other men were atne- 
nabla to justice ; the populace, especially the women, called 
for the death of the queen, becaasc she had no more rigiit 
to commit adultery and murder than the meaneat of her 
suhjectB ; and bo great was the excitement that Throck- 
morton expressed fears not only fur the life of Mary, but 
eTen for hia own safety, aa he wan known to haye coma to 
negociate in her forour. 

In the mean time the lords in secret council had 
devised three instrumcnls, by one of which Mary was 
made to resign the crown in favour of her infant son ; by 
the second Murray was appointed regent during hia 
minority; and by the thu-d certain noblemen were 
named counsellors to supply the place of Murray, imtil julj 
his return from France, and in case of his death, A £J. 
deputation, at the lieadof which>was lord Lindsay, the 
keeper of Mai'y, the sternest and most unfeeling of the 
saints, was now sent to Lochlevin, to require the quean's 
signature to these instruments, under a threat of bring- ' 
ing her, in case of refusal, to trial on three chnrges, of 
tyranny towards her people, of adultery with BolhwcH 
and others, and of participation in the murder of her 
husband. With the deputies came also Melville, the 
beai'er of letters from Throckmorton, and from some of 
the lords, the secret friends, as they pretended, of the 
captive, advising her to consent without hesitation ; 
because no deed, executed under such circumstances, 
could be binding in law. She had just perused these J«ly 
letters, when Lindsay entered, threw the instruments on ^* 
the table, and bade her either sign them, or prepare to 
die as the assassin of her husband. The unhappy queen 
burst int« tears ; then, hastily recovering herseif. took 
up the pen, and subscribed her name without looyag at 
the contents*. 

' Keitb, 430— 434, Us m'ont Meniaa* de me luer, si je m algnon. Ao- 
dnam, iv. ai, par. ii. sa. There was snoHier paper eigned lij the queen, 
aa order U> TiiooiUB Sijujlair, keeper oi Uie privy aeal, to seal the oUier Uice» 
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That Mary had acted under restoaiot, and through 
fear for her life, no man could douht ; jet the loi'ds 
July waited the next day on Throckmorton ; and unblush- 
™' inglj* announced to him through Maitland the con- 
clusion to which the caplive queen had come " upon 
" hsr owne yoluntarye advise: that is to say, flndinge 
" herself bothe in helthe unmeete to take the care anil 
ie of the realme, and also unfortunate in th'ad^ 
1 thereof, and beinge very desirous to see 
" her Sonne the yonge prynce Belled in her seate in her 
" lyffe tyme, slie had oomraonded them under her hande 
" H-rytinge to proceed to his coronation, as a thynge that 
" she should take the most pleasure to see ;'' and in con- 
clusion they invited him to attend at the ceremony as 
representativeof his sovereign. He refused, Elizabeth, 
he said, wished the young prince ss much honour as was 
wished by any one among them ; hut she would never 
consent that the son should depose his mother Eroin her 
throne*. , 

Three days later the royal babe (he had attained the 
thirteen months) was sworn, anointed, and 



Ji-iy: 



Q the High Church at Sterling. It vi 



singular ceremony, Tlie infiint lay u 
throne ; tlie deeds lately esecuted by his mother in prison 
were publicly read, and the lords Lindsay and Euthven 
deposed upon oath that they had been esecuted by her 
&eely and willingly in their presence. But how was the 
young king to be swoml The earl of Morton, one of the 
murderers of his fiither, came forw^^ to take the coronation 
oath as the royal prosy. It had been improved by a few 
additional clauses binding the sovereign to serve the eter- 
Dol his God according to his holy word established in the 
kirk, to abolish and gainstand all false religion, and to 
root out heretaca and enemies of God's worship, convict of 

Insttumenls. He refuaed, becanse the queen wna In " warf." Bnl UndBsy 
Cai&UieBesI lyam biia, " and wytcompan; offblkiaceiDpeLlUljini toBeiUQie 
aame.^' — See bla protest in Blacknood'a MagszEue, fl. p- B2. It may be aoma 
on^fiuatian oT thla that ThrDelmiDrtoa inEDrmB Elizabeth ^tbat btorray^a 
" appoinlaient to the regency was siloed with Uary's haoda, and saided 



H.,t.ab:,Googlc 



the same by the judgment of the kirk. Knoi preaobed tbe 
sermon, after which the unction followed, though It was 
loudly condemned by the new apostle aa a mere Jewish 
rite. The lords, however, had insisted on it as necessary 
to introduce the newsoTereigu among Christian sovereigns, 
and to secure to him the veneration of the people. The 
coronation was performed by the Hshop of Orkney, asMsted 
by the laird of Dun and the superintendent of Lothian, 
holding the crown oyer the head of the infant. The Ilam- 
iltons and other parliaaiiB of the eaptire queen had been 
invited to attend, but refusftd to sanction her dethronement 
by their pcesenee*. 

The only thing now wa,nting to complete the reTolution 
was the acceptance of tbe regency by the earl of Murray. 
The reader is aware of the dark and dissembling character 
of this statesman. During the last three months ho had 
remouned aloof in France, but now prepared to return home 
through England. His intentjon with respect to the re- 
gency he kept a profound secret within his own bosom ; 
yet he was received at the court of Charles IX. as if he 
were already invested with the office, and accepted from 
that monarch a present of plato Tallied at fifteen hundred 
crowns, and the grant of a yearly pension of four thousand 
franca-j-. In England he seems to have condemned openly 
and severely the presumption of his Scottish friends in 
maldng a prisoner of their sovereign ; so much, perhaps, 
was necessary to propidate the English queen ; yet this 

It us mw IwHevB Ttirot*mDrlon, a day or tno after the ceremDiiy the aah- 
biBhopD£ 



of tha SooCHih qneen. both bofora nod atter Sita time, 1b proved ^ hla oa 



niKred la rewacd ot lib iajtitf. Oo irtiat uitbiBTHf , UieD, is 1: 
"tA wItJi perOd^ ta bar t OpfHi lieana^ otitj. Tho ambaasadi 
- "^"~— "-8 and LetUngaoa, two otIlla]7"a bUteifflt (ilea, sd 
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Id ELIZAKETS. [' 

did not prevent him on certain occsKona I 

that new proofs had been discovered of the gailt imputed to 

g. Ilia sister*. In Scotland he persisted in holding the same 
ambiguous language ; he would have an interview with the 
captive at Iiochlevin, before he would ^ve a positive an- 
swer. To this the lords assented, and he haatened thither, 

E having in hie company Morton, Athole, and Lindsay. At 
' the news of liis arrival a gle«n of hope shot across the mind 
of the unfortunate queen. Murray was her fiivonrite 
brother. To her he owed his wealth, his honours, and hia 
influence. She had formerly pardoned his treason and in- 
gratitude, and restored him to the first place in her coun- 
dl. Mary hastened to meet him, and, to her surprise, 
found him cold, formal, and reserved ; her tears, caresses 
and entreaties, proved fruitless ; she could not draw from 
him one consoling expression ; and when they parted she 
knew not whether to consider him a friend or a foe. Af- 
ter supper they met ^^n ; bat Murray assumed a still 
sterner tone. He loaded his affiicted mster with reproaches, 
bade her repent and l>e patient, and dropped some distant 
hints of the bar and the scaffold. It waa an hour after 
midnight when he lelt her, with this ominous remark, that 
" she had nothing to hope for but God's mercy ; let her 
" seek that as her chief refiige." In the morning followed 
a third interview, in which the earl appeared a very differ- 



Bpalrt IW tha fltep ntaich he eontempLated. " He fidt BioEedlDgl^ lb? the fan- 
*( pTfaDDtnoit of Ute queen, ^m^ baA al^rofs antldlpateil evil from her ooDDec- 
"tioa tfithBoUiTdL TbwenH erea Hien fai Bds£enoe alettef of tbne 
"sheets of paper, mtttsn br tur, with lier mm hand, teSolhwell, faiwhfadi 
" she urged him tit put In ocecnllon ttte plan cmcwlea betveeii them for the 
^deathoT nernle;, ^Uierl^gtf1ngh[mapi)Uon,or bjbainliifflUmliiblB 
" houae. Hs had not. Indeed, aeen Uie letter, tot be Taew tbe ^ lnja obs 
" whe hsd read ttw tslglnal."— OonHleg, ApimniiilentoB, p. K. This men- 
^oa by Mmray of MaryH aappoBed lstt« la importuit. It ira0 aftarwarda 
Ewnm that Ihs atket Bebed on tha 2adi at June orauatned ^e)A leUers, In 
Morr'B band, wiUi BomieEa, alL oorrohoratlva of tbe gaOt attriboifd to the 
queen ; yet oo tha BOth of July Umn^ appe»A to have beard of no m»e 
thsn one letter, eiidenlly Om flnt In Oa BHiea of al^iti Again, that leua' 
tiiere made mention of phua to inafe« tisag nlOi Damle^ , eitlier by poison 
or aetUng dra to tbe henee, " qnemando la csaa. ;" bat when tlie letter 

were fobrJcations, It would seem te follow tiiat tbe fbjia in which Uiey were 
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ent man. He affected to feel pity for hef inisfortmiBa, and 
expressed a wiah to screen, her from the vengeance of her 
enemies. To the queen, who had passed a sleepless night 
in anguish and terror, his softened and consoling manner 
wade him appear aa an angel from heaven. She embraced 
him, kissed him, conjured him to i^sume the regency, that 
he might preserve her lift and that of her eon. To draw 
from her this roqueat had been the sole object of his visit. 
He assented, after several refusals ; but at parting Tjade her 
recoUecti that he was only one man ; it was useless for him 
to ensure her safety, unless she deserved it. If she should 
attempt to eacajK, or should raise disturbance against the 
government, it would not be in his power to screen her 
from punishment*. 

From Loehlevin Murray proceeded to Stirling, to visit '^ q°' 
the young king, and thence returned to the capital. Three 
dayfl later a general meeting of the lords and citizens was 22. 
held at the Talbooth, in which the justice's clerfc, having 
first read aloud the instrument by which Mary had con- 
ferred on the earl the regency during the minority of her 
Bon, required iiim officially in thdr names to enter on the 
esecution of that office. Murray, with ill-dissembled hu- 
mility, eieusod himself in a long disqualiiying speech : he 
dated not impose on his shoulders a burthen to which he 
felt he was unequal. The justice clerk renewed the requi- 
sition ; it was enforced hy the dies and solicitations of all 
present ; and it soon became visible that the earl vtas suf- 
fering, or pretending to suffer, a violent conflict within him- 
self, and could not long withstand the voice of his country. 
At last he gave a tardy and reluctant assent, took the 
oathf, and was proclmmed regent at the High Cross. It 
was a faree which could blind none but the zealots of 
the party. Subsequently he seems to have foj^otten it ; 
and as often as he oondesceuded to justify his assumption 
"IlirsckmcirkiiD's MIer ofihe SDUi of Ai^., )iiEeil^U4 — UH. From vhom 
ThrDckraortiHi received the at'CDUiit we Inunf not. Se tells Ifae queen thsl 
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Ibe body, and to ring the 



H.,t.ab:,Googlc 



of the ofEee he was wont to allege that hia consent tad 
been wrung from liim by the piujers and t«ars of Matj in 
her prison at Loehlevin*. 

With respect to Bothwell, he had been suffered to 
retire without molestation from Carberry hill to his 
castle of Dunbar. Some days later, leaving the castle to 
the care of a trusty partisan, he traversed the west and 
north of Scotland to consult with the friends of Mary, by 
whom it was resolved that, instead of attempting her 
liberation by open force — which would only endanger 
her life from the maliceof her enemies— Bothwell should 
proceed through Denmark, to France, and solicit the 
advice and aid of the French monarch. The earl was 
preparing for his voyage in one of the Shetland isles, 
when a hostile squadron appeared under KIrkaldy and 

Aug. Tullibardine. He put to sea ; his pursuers overtook 
him ; but the engagement was interrupted by a sudden 
storm, which cast him on the coast of Norway. At first 
he was treated as a pirate ; but on. the discovery of 
certain papers, containing the patent creating him duke 
of Orkney, a letter from the queen, and the recent pro- 
clamation agwnst him, he was sent to the court at 

Pgj Copenhagen. Frederic refused to see him; and the 
3D. castle of Malmoe in Schonen was appointed for his resi- 

JS68 ''^'i'^^' "•■ rather confinement. Thence he wrote to the 

Jan. king a vindication of his conduct, and afterwards made 

5- to him, as envoy from Mary, an offer of the Orkneys and 

J3_ the Shetland isles, to be annexed to tLeerown of Denmark 

and Norway, in return for aid to be furnished to that 

unfortnnate princess. The oifer was neglected, and tlie 

fugitive remained a prisoner in the fortresst. 

To return to Mary, the reader will recnlleet that one 
of the avowed objects of the associated lords was to fixe 

'' tia hps Bcceiitid uud ti-unvU the clintEB.'^ Kutfa. 454. Mavy had i^in' 

EreBclms wuuld pBtmit t bnl Mntniy emeiril on Ihs rfewny by taktnK Iba 
lUoKla; oub : " tni out of Oiii Knlnw of SouHbdiI ud impyrs Ibnaot I 
"mllbecolrful toi-DitfloaeilllioieltBkiaudeibBDiiQito tbatmr wtvBoltld 
" of God. tbat ihII be coniiettae U» tn« Urk or Qod of ths fbnald erlmw' 
IUd.438. I BoOtwCiri monoibri. UUn dn Oomts, Appod. »S. 
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her from the thraldom of Bothwell : the moment she 
came into their hands. Ihey immured lier in a prison, and 
ill a few days deprived her of her crown. In vindication 
of their conduct, the; alleged that they had offered to 
obey her as their sovereign, provided she would abandon 
Botbwell, and consent tliat he should suffer punishment 
as the chief muiderer of Darnley *. On her refusal they 
had placed her under confinement, with the hope that 
solitude and reflection would wean her from that guilty 
passion, which she had so long indulged : but her obsti- 
nacy seemed to increase ; it endan<;ered the safety of 
the prince, of the lords, and of the stale; it reduced them 
to the pwniul necessity of depriving her of the sovereign 
authority, and of transferring it to her son, Mary 
replied that these were mere pretexts : she had offered to 
convene the three estates, to submit to them tile two 
questions of the validily of her marriage and the 
punishment of the murderers, and to abide by their 
delermination, whatever it might be. To such a pro- 
posal no reasonable man could object : but her adver- 
saries had required her assent to demands the most 
unjust and unnatural. It could not be expected that a 
queen in her situation (she knew herself to be pregnant) 
should disown her husband, and by that act bastardize 
her child, and forfeit her honour, at the sole will of an 
armed faoliont- 

MuiTay, on his assumption of the regency, had informed Ai'ft 
the ambassador that the lords cared not for the censure 22. 
of foreign powers, nor would they eondescend to vindicate 

■ •Tojiiinisli thekln'.''a mntiW. cliitftii\ii my lard Rothwell,'' LaiDi. 
wwildieem (bat BailiwellwubJ IhrpunlBlwdR uad h^ accDrnpliceB were h> 

f " Sbfl Idth avnt me word l^al a1ie will raili^t dye, j^rDUndiuif heraeir 
*cl»yUe, byreuftuin^yntfeBudwfrUsIiaalimiMrfiickiiQwl&lceliBTMlfelobe 

BaberUoD, App, ixt. Prince lalAnoa itules, on tiie authorlV of Ls Lo^ 
bonreur, that Mary, a liule betoro her escape trom lochletui, waa d^vered 
ol a cliUd, a daoghwr, Hbo was privately convtjeil to Etaoca, and after- 
nuda becacae a mm la Ibe coBvent id Notes Sacie, la aolsBoiu. Leltraa de 
Uaiii, 11. ea, aat«. 
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theb conduct bat some motitha hter it was deemed 
advisable to throw off the mask A silver oasket, whiLh 
Mary hnd inherited fram hei first husliaud Fiajicia, 
and which she ib aaid to ha\e gi\en to Bjthwell, had in 
the month of Juno eumo into the poasessim of the earl 
June Morton * In it, if we may belle^e him, weie found 
2". several papers in the hand wnling of the queon, iihich 
proved liei to haie been an accomplice m the ciime 
The impoitanoe of the discoieiy was secietly communi- 
caled to the chiefs of the party, and to the queen of 
England*: but no particulars were divul^d belire the 
Dec month of December, when a resolution wis laken to 
4. M y f adullerv ind murder to mainlam that 

1 1 d ff d 1 'wlf h \ 1 by B tl U d 
ft dldco tdtlhltlfl Ibd 
th t I m 1 1 b U I m y h p ram It 

d 1 tl t 1 pt y d d ( t t w 1 

1 f It so f by d 1 p y 1 tt 
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by h t J es 1 B h 11 d by 1 g lly 

1 d 1 -abl p oce d p 1 ni g 

dd ly -md mp lly th It t as 

t th t h w p J t 1 p t d t 11 
t 1 d ddeed f tl m d fth k S{h 

Iwflhbad Th tfthco IbtwU 
??" m Iterat na w d pt d by th j bam t d 

•ru »i«l » hnni becD ak^u no the iJ 



■dud n-liich GDUld beet upon Oib nLisriB. If, un the oontimy. It lie pr 
teuiled that qiieailoiia wen utfcail, lint Ui>t llwy uiuL t]» unsiVFrB tetnmi 

queen guil^orOie munlet, b,' tbe letlimoay of bet oivn hund-nrting, . 
aJso by lufflcleiit wllixitiieii. Now lellera la tUii mapu": Uiey ulteiwait 

pIVdBHd, but Dat WilDBlUL 
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to it was added a second of forfeiture against Both- 
well, enninerating, among his other offitncea, the violence 
which ho had undutifully emplojed to compel his sove- 
reign to marry hiin. It seems not to have oceuired to 
the framers of these acts that they appear to stand ia 
opposition to eaoh other. If Mary's letters were genu- 
ine, if she was " swa hlindlie affiotionate to the private 
" appetyte of that tjrane," ndthet her eonvayanee to 
Dunbar, nor her subsequent marriage, could have been the 
efeet of compulsion, but must have proceeded from her 
own will and consent*. 

The Scottish queen was still confined in the towers of 
Lochlevin, under the jealous eye of the lady Douglas, mo- 
ther to the regent, and formerly mistress to James V-t 
It was in vain that, to recover her liberty, she made 
repeated ofleis to Iier brother and the council. They hod 
resolved that she should never lea^ie her prison alive ; 
and, if we may believe her own assertion, had seriously 
listened to several proposals for tlie shortening of her 
days. But she possessed resources beyond the coDtrul 
oflier enemies: and her beauty, her mfiitner, and her 
misfortunes won for her an invaluable partisan in George 
Douglas, the brother of the regent. By previous concert 
with Beaton, a trusty servant of the queen, who lurked 
in tlie nearest villages, he introduced a laundress at an 
earlyhour into the bed-chamber of Mary, who exchanged jseg 
clothes with the woman, and, candying out a basket of Mac 
linen, took her seat in the boat. She had almost 25. 
rimched the opposite bank, when, to secure Ler niuliler 
from the rudeness of one of the rowers, she raised her 
arm to her face, and a voice immediately exciaime J, " tiiat 
" is not tho hand of a washerwoman.'' She was recog- 
nised, and conveyed back to Lochlevin ; George tied 
from the resentment of liis relatives, and lelt the task of 
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liberating tlie queen to an unsuspected associate, an ot- 
phan boy of the age of akteen, knovm by the name of the 
little Dougloa*. 

rive weeks elapsed before the new confidant found an 
2*'" opportunity of making the attempt. One evening, wliile 
tlie lady Douglas sate with the whole household at supper, 
having adr<ritlj drawn the keys from the table, lie called tiie 
queen, and Kennedy, one of her maids, led them out of the 
castle, locked the door after them, and threw the keys 
into the lake. A boat liad been prepared ; the preeon- 
eerted signal was made : and George Douglas and Bea- 
ton received the fugitives on the beach. Mary slept 
that night at Niddry* a bouse belonging to Lord Seton ; 
(he next morning she rode in safety to the castle of 
Hamilton, and revoked the resignation of the crown 
which she made in her prison at Lochlevint. 

At this intelligencu, the royalists crowded round their 
sovereign ; nine earls, nine bishops, and eighteen lords 
6, offered her their congratulations and services ; and the 
queen beciLroe acquainted, fur the first time according 
to her advocates, with the real history of the murder of 
Darnley, and of the guilt of BothwellJ. To her brother 
the re^nt, who chanced at that moment to be in Glas- 
gow, she made repeated oifers of settling every cause of 
dissension in a free parliament, and of delivering up to 
justice every person whom he should accuse of the mur- 
der, provided he would do the same by those whom slie 
night also accuse J. Morton and Maitland were 
alarmed ; they imprisoned her messengers, and pro- 
13. claimed her adherents traitors. Mary was on her road 
to the castle of Dunbarton, when Murray, with a small 
hut disciplined force, appeared on an eminence called 
Langsyde. At the sight her followers, consulting their 
loyalty rather than prudence, rode in confusion to 

* Brnrr'B lelttr orSrd of Aprfl, in K^th, 439. 
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cliarge Hia rebels ; tliey were received witli ooolneaa 
and intrepidiiy ; and, after a sharp contest, tui'ned thoir 
backs and fled. From the fidd of batile, the disconso- 
late queen rode to the abbey of Uuiidrenuan, in Gallo- 
way, a distance of sixty Scottish miles, in the course of 
the same day. Her adversaries followed in every direc- 
tion : but she eluded their pursuit, resumed her flight 
the next evening, and oa the following morning, ailer 
a hasty repast, expressed her determination to seek an 
asylum in the court of her good sister the queen of 
England. Her liesC friends remonstrated ; and tlie 
archbishop of St. Andrew's conjured her on his knees 
to change her resolution; but Mary trusted to the ad- 
vice of the Fiench ambassador, and to the assurances 
which she had received; commissioned Beaton to lake 
back to Elizabeth a diamond ring, the pledge which 
that princess had given her of affection and support; 
and! crossing the Sol way -frith in a Rshing-boat, landed May 
with twelve attendants in the harbour of Workington, '^• 
whence st:e proceeded through Cockermouth to Car- 20. 

In Scotland, on the day after the action at Langsyde, ]4, 
the regent published a long and artful proclamation in 
tbe name of the infant kini(. Having related the mur- 
der of his father, and the marriage ,of his mother, James 
was made to proceed thus : " In what stale our innocent 
" person then stood, tlic eternal God best knos ; our 
"father lately murderwl, and our mother coupled with 
" him that was tiie chief authour of that mischievous 

• Anawara, i'. 333. Keith, 471— IBS. Jebb, U. 263. Memoriss, 329. 



^DB, y dDE pieflU dl ter<^OFQla ne^o. 1>»paUh of CZuzuhji 
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deed. But divers of our nobility, to keep us from 
fiilling into the merciless hands of them whilks 
slew oat father, to separate that Tyrone and gudlcas 
man fra the queen ouc mother, and to put onr person 
in safety, convened in the Scid sgaiiis the said eacl, 
whence he escaped, and our said mother refusing to 
leave the unj^dly and unhonest company of the mur- 
derer, and minasuing sic as had heen careful of our 
preservation, she was put in surety, until further de- 
liberation. Shortly thereafter God manifested the 
murder more clearly ; and not only the report of 
divers actually present thereat, and many other things 
gave presumption, but writ declared the truth. Al- 
ways the queene seeing how conttarioubly things suc- 
ceeded, and liDW evil her sutijects liked of her regi- 
ment, demitted the crown in our favours, and we were 
lawfully inauguiale with the crown; and our dearest 
cansin James eafl of Murray sworne and admitted in 
regent unto our age of svii years. Which our core 
nation i^i by the acts of ane lawful free and plain pai'- 
liament declared to he rightly done, as much as if she, 
the time of the said coronation, had heen departed 
forth of this mortal life: and in the same it was found 
that all things done on occasion of taking the queen 
our motlier on the xv of June lasthepast, and detain- 
ing lier within the fbrCalice of Lochlevin sensyne, and 
in time coming, were done to our grief in her 

default Yet, certain men conspired her liberty, 

convoyed her to Hamilton, and induced her to at- 
tempt by force to bereave us of our crown ; but God 
hath granted us the victory in the preservation of our 
innocent person, and the room and authority wherein 
he hath placed us. What womanly mercy was in Iho 
person of her that, alas, thought the shedding of Scot- 
tish blood a pleasant spectacle? What favour can 
men look for at her hands that stirs sedition against 
her only lawful son 1 What security can godly men 
" expect, sche bearinj;; regiment, by wha's 
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" maist dear father, being a portion of her own 
"flesh, was slain!" WhereRire he concludea with 
charing all the lieges, aa thej shall answer to Al- 
mightj God, and under the penalties of treaaoo, to 
g^ve no aid or conutenance to his said mother, on to 
anj conspirators acting under her orders, or in hyr 
fevour*. 

During these transactions it was difficult for en ordi- 
nary observer to unravel the intricate policy of the Eng- 
lish cabinet. Eliaabeth had publicly professed herself 
the friend of the Scottish queen, declared lo foreign 
princes that she would restore her to her throne, forbid- 
den her ambassador to assist at the coronation of the 
prince, refused to Murray the title of regent, and de- 
manded, in a tone of authority, the liberation of Mary. 
But, on the other hand, her ministers were intimately 
leagued with the enemies of that princess ; they dis- 
suaded their sovereign from appealing lo arms, vinder the 
pretence that such an appeal would be the death-war- 
rant of the royal captive ; they imparted advice and 
information to Murray and his council; and they en- 
couraged him in the persuasion that his proceedings 
were tn reality approved by the English queen t. 

But Mary's unexpected arrival in England opened 
new prospects to Cecil and his confidential friends in 
the council. Thoy rejoiced that the prey, which they 
had hunted for years, had at last voluntarily thrown 
herself into the toils ; but they were perplexed to recon- 
cile their designs against the royal fugitive with the 
appearance of decency and justice. After repeated con- 
sultations, it was concluded, that to allow bet to proceed 
to an; foreign court, or to solicit aid of any foreign 



rHsedfrom IbefiririiMl " iMprentll be Robert Lekprenili 

' King's MaJrslia." 
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prince, would be to r ak ill the advantages wl ol had 
been obtained by the t "eaty of Le th that f t wera 
advisable tu replace ti e scept 'e n. 1 er hands t ought 
to be by the nfluente of J!j1 zal eth alone ind der 
restriotiona vh oh would leave her only a non nil ^u 
thority; but that to letd n her n ap y for 1 fe 
would be the nostconduc e both to the s c n y of tier 
sovereign, an 1 to the nte ests of their rel f on * Tie 
accorapUahment of this object was intrusted , to the dark 
and intriguing mind of Cecil- Mary was at first assured 
that Elizabeth would vindicate the common cause of 
sovereigns, and reinstate her in her former authority, 
upon condition that kiie would be satisfied with the aid 
of her good sister, and reject that of France or Spain, or 
any other power +. Next it waa intimated to her that 
the EngUsh queen had determined to essay the influ- 
ence of advice and authority, before she would have 
recourse to arma and bloodshed ; lastly a hint was given 
that, in order to justify the interposition of Elizabeth, it 
was desirable that the Scottish queen should clear her- 
self from the odious crimes with which she had been 
charged by her enemies. 

Mary, immediately after her arrival, had demanded 
permission to visit Elizabeth, that she might lay before 
lier the wrongs which she had suffered, and explain to 
her the deceit, the calumnies, and the crimes of her 
adversaries. But a. pergonal interview mi|>ht have 
proved dangerous, not only to Murray and his party, 
but to their friends in the Bnglish cabinet. Cecil sug- 
gested to his mistress, that, as a maiden queen, she 
could not in decency admit into her presence a woman 
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charged with adultery and m rd Let I first 11 
on Mary to disprove the a*, us t ns f her (in nta 
before a board of Engiieh mm n a She h d a 
right to requite it ; for hiat y ah wed th t th '^ U h 
waa subject to the English n and that all ontro 

vecsies between the people and the k n o queen of 
Sitotland ought to be decided n the co rt of tl e upe 
nor lord. She had now an op] o tun t of e e c ng 
that right; and it would prove dishonourable to her, if 
she omitted to avail herself of it*. He found it more 
eaay to persuade Elizabeth ihan Mary. The latter ob- 
jected to everything in Ihe shajie of a trial. It would 
consume time, of which every moment was to her of 
importance ; because delay served to consolidate the 
usurped authority of the regent, and, by disappointing 
the hopes, to diminish the number, of her adherents. 
Then from whom did the proposal originate ? From 
one who had always proved her bitterest enemy. Who 
would name the commissioners, and superintend the 
proceedings? A party, that, from the beginning ot 
her reign, had constantly given advice and support to 
her rebels. And who was to be her judge? She could 
acknowledge none. She was an independent queen, 
and would iieier submit to place the crown of Scotland 
at the foot of a foreign power. She therefore requested 
permission to return again into Scotland, or to pass 
through England to France. The demand was reason- 
able ; but it accorded not with the views of the 
council, and was at first eluded, and afterwards re- 
fused f. 

This crooked policy, wliioh gradually eitinguiahed 
all her hopes, wrung from Mary expostulations, writ^ 



' Andetaon, Iv. M. 37. IDS. 105. 
LaLng has converted M&i-y'a otfjecLiouB to the proposed triid Id 

ibDt, Bho bUU liad tnauy Toasona to reTuse Boch an euqulrj aa 
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ten with the dignity of a queen, and the spirit of 
an innocent and injured woman. She observed that, 
if she had come into England, it wns in consequence 
of the flssurnncea which she had received during her 
confinement in Lochlevin ; and that, if ^Elizabeth now 
repeated of her promises, the least she could do 
was to allow the princess, whom ahe had deceived, 
to seek for aid in other courte. That the English 
queen had received into her presence the bastai-d 
Murray, notwithstanding all the Crimea of which he 
had been guilty ; and yet she refused to receive a 
queen and a reladon, who felt and was ready to 
prove herself innocent. Her enemies were not to ex- 
pect that she would answer their false accusations in 
prison : they were her subjects, not her equals ; she 
would rather die ia captivity than condescend to put 
herself on the same footing with them. But lot Eliza- 
beth restore her to liberty, and she would prove her 
innocence in the presence of her B;ood sister, as her 
friend, hut not as her judge. Let Morton and Maitland, 
the real contrivers of the murder of her husbaad, be 
sent for; it would give her pleasure to meet them face 
to &ce beibre the queen of England, and before the 
nobility of England, in Westminster hall. In a word, 
let Elizabeth remain neuter: she nsUed no more; her 
sister might, if she pleased, withhold the aid which at 
first she had promised ; at least let her not furnish aid 
to the rebels wJio had driven their sovereign from her 
throne *. 

* See the correspondenee M Andenen, It. 4T-..^T ^ in IlarneB, 405, 
466. 4e9 ; in BlUs, It iSl-^Sl, and tnlcttrra de UiU'ie, U. llS— US. 
I otaerire Uiat in (liesE letters WiUT cmUniMJly deolares lierself ionKeot, 
Hna iiccuieB MorCon sod HiilCiaod of His murder ot DarDlej-, and of tdsely 

"»l she affyrmea itint butli LydOynKin (MsIHand) wid Lie lord MDrUm 
"irere aeaentj-nE to the murder oT her huslisnd, lo it could nell bs 
"proved." Ibid. 6i. " Desire my good alsler, the queen, lo write that 
"I^thington naA Hortou (nhe be bta of the vtlsest sdA oii^t nble of Ihcm 
" to ttfty raoat against me) niay come, and tbaa let me be there, in her 
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These remonatrances produced but little effect. After June 
long conaultation, it wna resolved that Marj should not 20. 
be received at court till her innocenoe had been fully 
established ; that her request to leave the kingdom 
should not be granted ; acd that she should be trans- 
ferred fi'om Carlisle to Boltoa castle, as a place pre- j^j- 
secting fevrer opportunities of escape. At Carlisle she 15. 
had been nominally free ; at Bolton she found herself 
literally a prisoner ; she therefore asked, and her few 
friends in the coundl aaked, on what principle of jua- 
lioe she waa detained in captivity. She -was not the 
subject of Elizabeth. She had come into the kingdom 
at the express invitation of the queen ; since her ar- 
rival she had transgressed no law, had committed no 
oflenee. It was answered, that she had formerly as- 
serted a right to the crown, and, if she were set at 
liberty, might re-assert that right ; that, a catholic 
herself, she oould rely on the aid of all catholics at 
home and abroad ; and that her succession to the throne, 
if it were ever effected, ivould prove tho ruin of the 
protestant cause, both in England and Scotland*. On 
these grounds her enemies persisted in requiring an in- 
vestigation into her past conduct, with the hope of 
being able to disgrace her ; and she persisted in the 
rejection of a proceeding which she deemed derogatory j^j 
from her dignity, and injurious to her honour. At 287 
length the subtlety of Cecil su^ested an expedient, 
which equally served his purpose, — an investigation, not 
into the conduct of Mary, but of her enemies ; who, if 
they could justily their conduct to the satisfaction of cer- 
tain English commissioners, should be allowed to retain 
their estates and honours ; if not, should he abandoned 
to tho jusdoe or the mercy of their sovereign. If the 
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Scottish qneea would approve of this proposal, a treaty 
might be negotiated, by which Elizabeth should under- 
take, on eortaiti conditioDS, to reduce her subjeets to 
ohedienoe, and to replace lier on the throne*. Mary, 
contrary to the opmion of her best advisers, assented 
to this expedient, Murray dared not refuse ; and 
the place of conference was flsed in the city of 
York. 

The commissioners to bear this important cause were 
the duke of Norfolk, the eail of Sussex, privately 
favourable to Mary, and sir Ralph Sadler, the known 
confidant of Cecil. The queen of Scots was represented 
by Leslie, bishop of Ross, the lords Livingstone, Boyd, 
and Herries, and three others. On the opposite ^art, 
Murray attended in person, with Morton, Lindsay, the 
bishop of Orkney, and the abbot of Dumfermlin, aided 
Oct- by Maitland and Hve other councillors. To adjust the 
^ preliminaries occupied several days. Mary insisted that 
the promise of the English queen to replace her on the 
throne should appear in the powers given to her com- 
missioners ; aud Murray required a confirmation of the 
asEurance, which he had already received, that the 
queen, if she were convicted of the charge, should never 
return to Scotland. The^ contradictory demands, 
which at once discovered the insincerity of the English 
8, cabinet, were ultimately granted"; and the commis- 
sioners of the Scottish queen, as plaiutilTs, opened the 
charges against Murray and his associales ; that they had 
risen in arms against their sovereign, had traitorously 
confined her in Lochlevin, and had, by intimidation, 
compelled her to resign her crown. It had been ex- 
pected that Murray, in reply, would rest his justification 
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on the part which it wns pretended that Marj had acted 
in the murder of Damley. But he sought to plaj a 
deeper and surer game. He waited on the English q^j 
commissioners, and expressed his readiness to com- 9, 
rouniuate to them, but in secret, and a^ to private in- 
dividuals, the proofs of her guilt. They should recollect 
that the lives of himself and of his associates were at 
stake ; that before Ihcy could appear as public accusers 
of their sovereign, they had a right to ascertain, whether 
tlieir proofs would be considered sufficient to establish 
the charge; whether, if it were established, the judges 
would pronounce sentence ; and whether security would 
be given, that ailer sentence Mary should never he 
restored to her tlirone. He then laid before them 
translations of eight letters, supposed to he written by 
her to Bothwell. some before the murderof her husband, 
others before the seizure of her person ; two contracts of 
marriage, said to have been signed by them both, and a 
collection of amatory sonnets, described as composed by 
her, and sent to her paramour. No answer given by 
the commissioners would satisfy his fears; and, at his 
request, they wrote to Kiiiuijuth for additional instruc- 

That the causa of this delay might not bo suspected, 
Mun'ay now gave in a pretended answer to the charge. Oct 
His fi'iends. he said, had taken up arms, not against l"* 
the queen, but Bothwell, by whom she was controlled ; 
they had aftenvards "sequestrated" her, because she 
would not separate her cause from his ; and had at last 
accepted, but not extorted, her resignation. To a plea 
so weak and unsatisfactory the commissioners of Mary 16, 
opposed a most victorious replyf. 
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In the mean tJme, YoA had become the scene of actiye 
and intricate negociation. The Scots wwo divided into two 
parties, called the king's lords, and tha queen's lords, at the 
bead of wliich were the earl of Murray, on one side, and 
the duke of Chaatelherault, latelj retwned from Franco, 
on the other. Both of these earneatly desired a com- 
promiBB. Murray knew that his charge against Mary 
would be met with a similar charge against his as- 
sociates, and that her proofs were better able to hear in- 
vestigation than his*. Should be fail, he would be left 
without resource to the Tengea,nce of the sovereign ; 
should he succeed, yet the sickly state of the infant 
king made it probahle that, in a short time, his mortal 
enemy, the duke, would come to the throne. Hence he 
was willing to give up his proofe agiunst Maij, to pro- 
nounce her innocent by act of parliament, and to allow 
her a eonriderable revenue from Scotland, prorided she 
"wonld either confirm her r^ignation of the crown, or, 
retdning the name of queen, consent to reside in Eng- 
land, and leave to him the title and the authority of 
regent. The duke, the nest heir after the infant James, 
feared, on the contrary, the intrigues of Murray, and 
the hostile pretensions of the house of Lennox. He de- 
manded that the queen should be restored to the crown ; 
but was wilHng that the prince should be educated under 
the care of Elizabeth, and that the government should 
be conducted by a council of noblemen, in whith every 
man should havo that place which became his rank. 
" These parties," says the earl of Susses, " toes between 

Ttot put Id their t 
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" them the crown and publie affidra of Scotland, and care 
"neither for the mother nor the child (as I tliink before 
" God), but to Becye their own turns*." 

To prevail on Mai'y lo accede to liia terms, Murray 
employed tlie arlM and intriguing Maitland. That 
statesman had already informed her, as a friend, of the 
charge to he brought against her, had secrefly sent her 
copies of the supposed documents in a Scottish transla- 
tion, and had extorted her to adopt a eoraproniise us 
the only expedient to preserve hor honour*. To the 
duke of Norfolk he suggested, in the name of the regent, 
a marri^e with the Scottish queen ; assured him in 
private of her innocence, and intimated that a speedy 
termination of all differences could alone prevent the 
English ministers from publishing the defamatoEy docu- 
mentat. Lastly, he attempted to persuade the bishop 
of Ross, that, if Mary would confirm her veaignation 
made in Lochlevin, and marry the duke of Norfolk, tiie 
queen of England would replace her on the throne j. 

These proceedings suggested to the fertile mind of 
Cecil the adoption of a new expedient, hut an expedient 
so strauge and unsatisfactory, that it provoked in those, 
who were merely lookers on, a suspicion that no favour 
was meant to be shown, x\o justice to be done, to the 
Scottish queeu. Now that he was fully acquainted with 
the slate of the conferences at York, the reluctance of 
the regent to bring foi'ward the charge, the presumed 
insufficiency of hia pi-oofs, the project of marriage be- 
tween Norfolk and Mary, and the multiplied intrigues 

* Bee hla vsry Interesting letter ftom York, Oct. 22. Lodge, ii. 1, 2, 
AlailtUKilher(b«iiEnony9,K[itiectaiD,[.Mo.ia. Tha duke of SortDIk nUo 
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of ttieii' miatfeas, the queen shoulil previously, if it were 
poiisible, draw from them id conversation an avowal of 
the full exteat of their powers ; 2". that Murray's com- 
missioners, as an indueement, should receive an assur- 
ance of impunity, if they could proTe, to the satisfaction 
of the queen and her council, that Mary had been t^uilty 
of the murder of her liufiband; 3°. that, to prevent the 
escape of the Scottish queen to the borders, she should 
he removed from Bolion to Tutbury+ ; and lastly, that, 
on account of the importance of the investigation, the 
atteiidaiice of all the privy councillors should be requited, 
and in addition, of the earls of Northumberland, West- 
moreland, Shrewsbury, Worcester, Sussex, and Hun- 
tingdon, so that the first estate of the English nobility 
might be consulted. Norfolk and Suffolk were accord- 

■AndHHHi, IL 93-96. aaoAuM, fl. 170-179. Mnrdlo, 76l>. Mnrr 
EDvaiifwiiBtcustloDi lolin comminiiiiun iha nmliliiyi in Klibh dw 
■.i>-ftihMltansaul4e«hohi«qghltotmird,nnteonipiiaedii.llwirlhmwr 

3a0. 1 mink ihU <a nol filrly nalwl bj Liinft 1 580, 

"ilinUU-Sliwuivelhil .lirilyrt lo imat liym, a! »1ie dvd few." Ills 
supkioB of lice mauilD£ «u i^aa iGaHwil i fin on D«. l3lh lie »<!lt» : 
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ingly recalled fiom York ; M d p m a 

to follow them to London , and aw w a 

iaaued, oomprisiEg, in addition to th tli T m m 

bers, the lord keeper Bacon, the eails of Arundel and 
Iieieester, the lord Clmton, and secretary Cecil*. 

But this artful scheme whatever luiKht be its ulterior 
object, was defeated by the foiesight at Mary. At first 
she seems tu have chetished the most tlalteciiig expec- 
tations: but when she learned tkat Murray had pro- 
ceeded to London, and that in violation of the royal 
promise-|-, he had been admitted into the presence of 
Elizabeth, her former disqi letude ieM\ed; she saw the 
existence of a dark and mjsteiioua plot devised for her Nor, 
ruin; mid she ordered her commissioners to require of 22. 
the queen, in the presence of the nobility and foreign 
ambassadors, that she might be confronted with her 
accusers before them all ; and, if so equitable a request 
were refused, to declare that their powers were with- 
drawn, and to demand tlieir passportsj. The sequel 
proved that her suspicions were well founded. Murray 36. 
received favourable answers to tlia questions whicli he 
had proposed at York, that judgment sliould be pro- 
nounced; that theScottish queen shouldnot be restored to 
authority, and that all his acts should be allowed^ . Thus 
encouraged, he brought forward his charge, that Mary 
had been " of foreknowledge, counsel, and device, per- 
" suailer and commander of the murderof her husband, 
•' and had intended to cause the innocent prince to fol- 
" low his father, and so to transfer the crown from th«' ' 
" right line to a bloody murderer and godless tyrant. ' 



" ■p^"!is'ta'be'neilmB^BtUy.'' GasdiOI, lU 135. 
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1 a ind.de B\eiy effort to oblaiQ an answei. They 

appl d t the council ; they petitioned the queen ; they 
p t d against the proceedings ; and, by the advice of 
tl dul of Chastelherault, and of the French and 
Spanish ambaaaadors, declared that the conference was 
at an end'". But Cecil would nut alio ot th p d 

ing; he waa anxious to procure in due f m tl p f 
of tlie accusers before the interruption f theconfe n 
and, in defiance of every remonstranc Tef A t 
ceive tbeir protest and declaration. Murray mpl y d 
the interval to lay before the commiss on rs tl e 1 t 
contracts, and sonnets, which had been ses tly h b t d 
at York, accompanied with the depositions of several 
witnesses, and «ith such other papere as he deemed 
coiiflnaatory of the charge t. By Leicester, Cecil 
Sadler, and Bacon, they were deemed satisfactory ; tht 
latter CTon went so fai as to assert that, as long as the 



• Gan^n, 11 206 SS6 Fenelun theFtenohninbaasnilor.diiinot.imTt 
bsfun Not. ID. tie bluned t1i« DilcincscF Mury foi dKKcniiii^ to Ui> 
lanWi'iiwi ak sll They hod {dncail, be anlil. her reiinlnrioD, bm cwwn. 
petliBiB hor Liie.allhB mercy ot bn anemies, aiuliveie bound lo piil bf 

fl!^cLlmiXeT^4Sw ™Fiiiaoi, 1, 23. ' "" °"''™°' 

+ C«il wnnia lull rM«re tliK potest ot Mmj's eommluliHietB ou lbs 
Ctli, nudernwttnte ibrii » mia im Ineorterl Btalcmcat of ihf (luemV 
ausimr. Whilst tbey amended It. MiTray pivwulitl the diKiiioctiis, ami, 
vheii tin- [iTDleat wuiijfHiD pivRDUd, Cmt LtidiBted OD ils Iwai-inu iLe 
dale of ibo last, not ot Ihe Bnt pifRulathHi: Tliey, hwbib of liis uldec" 
leDiBfd, nnd the dooument aoK sppeiira wiib boUi dalei. Sea OuxUll 
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Si'oltish queen was suffered to live, there could lie no 
security for the life of Elizabeth But Ihe interests of 
Mai'y were supported by Norfolk, Arundel, Sussex, and 
Clinton * ; and the doctors of canon and civil law, to 
whom her several demands had been submitted, decided 
that liBP claim of being personally heard in her own 
defence was reasonable, and ought, in justice to be 
granted +. At last it was resolved to proceed in the 
following manner. The six earls, not councillors, werei),,;^ 
called into the council-chamber, and a brief, probably a 14. 
partial, statement was made to them, under the injunc- lo- 
tion of secrecy, of the proceedings in the conferences 
at York and Westminster. Then the papers already 
furnished by Murray were read in their hearing; and 
the supposed originals were laid on the table, accom- 
panied, for the purpose of comparison, with autograph 
letters from Mary to the queen. What impression was 
made on the minds of these six noblemen, we know not. 
The investigation lasted two days ; and in conclusion, 
instead of being called upon to pronounce an opinion on 
the authenticity of Ihe documents, or the guilt of the 
accused, they were informed that the queen thought it 
" not unmeet " to return the following answer to the de- 
mands of Mary ; that, as hitherto she coold not, without 
the blemish of her honour, admit Mary into her pre- 
sence, whilst she was charged only by common fame, so 
much less could she do it now, that such strong evidence 
of guilt had been produced against her The earls, 
having dutifully expressed their approbation of this 
answer, were dismissecl, and the next morning the IG. 
queen, sending for Mary's commissioners, acquamted 
them with the resolution which she had taken, atating, 
at the same time, that, under the existing circumstances, 

• Memoriaa, v\i 330. anil dwpntcliei Hi Stoanraa, FfnBMi sn js, lliat 
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it was incumbent on the Scottish queen to raake her 
defeniie in willing or by deputy ; otherwise, her sileace 
would be taken Tor an aoknowied^ment of guilt*. 

Such is tlie oHiciiil account of the proceedings : but 
the record has descended to us in a very suspicious 
shape, altered and interlined by the hand of Cecil. It 
is plain that he had been disappointed in his views; and 
that the earls had betrayed soma distrust of the proofe, 
or made some objediou to the raannner oF proceeding f . 
The conferences were immediately suspended, and a 
new infrigue set on foot. As Mary was now aware that 
the publicatiun or concealment of papers so prejudicial 
fo her honour depended on the pleasure of Ihe English 
queen, it was hoped that with this knowledge she might 
be induced to resign her crown, oi' at least to be content 
with the title of queen, while the authority should re- 
:. main wilh the regent. KnoUys received orders to 
■ suggest and urge to her the adoption of this scheme, 
but as proceeding from himself, and without authority; 
and the commissioners were detained at London, that by 
the advice of pretended friends ihey might be drawn 
>. into the same sentiments. But the resolution of Mary 
disconcerted her adversaries. She had no sooner re- 
ceived tlie refusal to admit her into the royal presence, 
than she ordered her commissioners to declare to the 
queen and council that, "where Murray and his aceom- 
" plices had said that she knew, counselled, or eom- 
" manded the murder of her husband, they had falsely, 
" traitorously, and wickedly lied, imputing unto hor the 

de™i^ivri83l"\ootiiliill'r5i./a69'r'M<!'''wri'^E;,°t. sua. Hot Maiy l.ad 

-I- Accnrdiiia la Ihe Spnnlali ftmliiisindor, in a Mier lo Philip, lliey liod 
rtl!pl"ipd«mei|Hoi,undcliMk«rla ILUI. ilie riulcnmKkhmhi«I.CcU 

' CMii'qde^°;«^etaq^lirKL«a.'' Deipuch' of Jan. 1,1969. MiUJ. 
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" crime of which Ihey themselves were the authors, 
" inventors, doers, und some of them the very ex- 
" ecutioners ;" that, where they aileged that she had 
intended to make hei sou follow Ills f^thei', " the natui'al 
" love which a mother bears to her only bairn," was 
sulficient to prove tUeir Msehood, their attempt to have 
slain him in the womb sufficient to show their hypo- 
crisy ; that she could not allow charges so calumnious 
to be passed over in silence, but demanded that copies of 
the papers should be given to Ifer commissioners, and 
the originals submitted to her own inspection ; and 
pledged her word to name certain individuals among hei 
accusers; and to convict them of the murder, provided 
she Toigiit have access lo the presence of the queen, 
and a reasonable time to collect her witnesses and 
proofe *. 

This unexpected declaration perplexed Elizabeth and 
the secretary ; but the Christmas holidays allowed them 
a respite of a fortnight; and they waited with impa- 
tience for the result of the negociation at Bolton 'h. On 
tliQ seventh of January the bishop of Ross solicited an 1569, 
audience of the queen. He had received a new order Jun. 
from his sovereign to demanil copies of the ilgcumonts, '• 
that she might answer them in every particular, and 
prove to the whole world that her accusei's were " liars " 
as well as Iraitora, Elizabeth replied that she would 
take time to consider the demand, but thought it best 







o^BiryTMiurMl, bsauue UUals.. tl 

b> rnxiUecUd, llint CveWa udvvitiinniinU lo iltiiI 
■ beetKlitedi IhfymareWiliowibemiimBtiii 
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for Mary to resign her crown, and lead a peaceful life 
m Enj^land. The liishop asaurml her that such advice 
could not he admitted ; the queen had authorized him 
to declare that slie would never consent to it upon any 
conditions which were or could lie proposed ; hut was 
willing; to oxtund her clemency towards her disohedient 
subjects, as far as might stand with her honour and the 
common weal of her kingdom. Ha was desired to 
confer with the lords of the council; but persisted; in 
the same refusal *. 

The bold and triumphant tone now assumed by the 
Scottish queen appears to have alarmed her adversaries. 
It was resolved to put an end to the conferencies, 
. Hurray and his associates were first licensed to depart^ 
• with a declaration that, as nothing had been proved 
atrainst them to impair their honour, so they had sb^wti 
no sufficient cause why Elizabeth "should conceive or 
" take any evil opinion against the queen her good 
. " sister ■]■." Ross and his colleagues were next called, 
and received an assurance that copies of the papers 
should be sent to Mary, whenever she would pledge 
herself to give to them a satisfactory answer. They 
replied that such delay was unnecessary, as Mary had 
already given that pledge on two occasions, by writings 
under her own seal and signature ; that, if her accusers 
were pevmitted to return to Scotland, the same indul- 
gence ought to be extended to her ; and that, if it were 
intended to detain her a captive in England, they took 
the present opportunity to protest in her name against 

• 'icHKlDll, ILaSTsl'fqq- Q""" » la d*niis<lon de nm «iironni^,]e 
""'""""' ■ "'- li.lLB'B. YetloihBi' 
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the validity of any ant which should be pecfoi-med hy 
hei" while she reraainerl under restraint *. 

During the coiifeceneea at York, Mary had main- 
tained a decided supeiionty : it has been contended, 
that in those at Westminster she yielded the advantage 
to her adversaries, by vefusing to plead, unless it were 
in the presence of the queen. Her demand has been 
represented as the evasion of a guilty conscience, a 
p u expedient to avoid a trial from which she could 
a c p e nothing but conviction. To me such reason- 
ng appears inconclusive. The claim of Mary was 
rea n be and just: she was not placed on an equal 
foo g th her accusers ; while they were present to 
pie heir proofs she was confined at a distance of 
o e han two hundred miles, when she had to refute 
them a d the refusal of her request would naturally 
s ge a suspicion, that her English sister sought not 
h CO evy of the truth, but the condemnation of her 
ap e The triumph of Murray was however of short 
duration, and the sulisequent conduct of the Scottish 
queen shows, that the threat of inteiiuptmg the con- 
ferences was held out only as an inducement to Eliza- 
beth to grant her demand. On the very day on uhich 
she received the refusal, she wrote to hei commissioners, 
thut she could not suffer the slander of Muria\ to pass 
unnoticed, and ordered thom to resume the confeiences 
by denying the charge, as far as legardtd herself, and 
retorting it upon her accusers. Fiom that moment she 
resumed the ascendency. In propoition as she urged 
the prosecution of the inquiri, Muiraj shiunk from it. 
Even Elizabeth condescended to solicit a compropiise. 
But it was then too late- Mary would submit to no 
conditions, till her innocence was established; and the 
last resource of her enemies was to send back the r^ent 
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with hig originals to Scotland, and to lock up the copies 
ftvDm the inspection of Mary and her commiasior.ers. 
The victory was undoubtedly hef s. It was claimed by 
her friends ; and it appears to have been aeknowleilged 
by the chief of the Enfjlish nobility, who had witnessed 
tlie whole of the proceedinj^a * 

The duke of Norfolk, on his return from the conferences 
at York, had met with a very ungracious reception from 
Elizabeth. Aware of the cause, he assureil her that 
the project of a marria£;e between liimBelf and Mary 
had not originated from him ; that he had never given, 
nor would ever give, to it any eneourafremeiit. " But 
" would you not,'' said she, " marry the Scottish qneen,_, 
" if you knew tiiat it would tend to the tranquillity of 
" the realm, and the safety of my person ?" " Madam," 
replied Uie duke, " that woman shall never be my wife, 
" who has been your competitor, and whose husband 
" cannot sleep in security on his pillow." Tlils sarcastic 
allusion, while it gratified tlie malice, lulled the sus- 
picion of Elizabeth ■^ But Murray, before hisdeparture, 
was careful to revive the former intrii;ue. He sent 
Robert Melville to Mary, and waited in person on the 
duke. To bolh he made the same observation : that 
the only expedient to secure the tranquillity of both 
realms, was ibe marriage of the Scottish queen with a 
prolestant nobleman, and that no nolileman was so likely 
to win the appiobation of all parlies as the duke of 
Norfolk. The duke replied, that he could not resolve 
a question of such importance, till he had ascertained 
the will of his sovereign ; Mary, that the would give no 
answer while she remained a captive. Let him restore 

" Bobs, wmil Anaeraon, 1, 80, ill. B8. Wlifti C«il saw Ihls nBaangf, ha 
wrote to Nanis i •' In tbislxnlinniUbli' lie is uttered, lint ull Hi' nublf. 
" mun lli-r Iwiitd liK e»um dirt Indue her ionownt, and lli«B-r"« tn..de 
"«ilrat"1ier n,,.]e.ly,U 
JO.I.bIj. 171-1 TliolMi 
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her to lier authority, she woulil then listen to his 
advice, and prove lierself a forgiving and indulgent 

There ia reason to believe that Murray, on this occa- 
sion, acted with his accustomed diiplicttv. He was 
an'are that the 8co nd M had a sem d 
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they gave manifest indications of diseonlenl by absenting Frb. 
tliemselves on frivolous pretexts from the meetings of 

• ]Vlm-din,51.54. Slats Trinlj.i, 983. 
i DiggBB, 14, Raumet, iiL 169. 
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the council ; and, when Eliaab th nqu d tl e n 

Leicester ventured to infotn I that me s; n lly 
disapproved of the policy of Ce 1 nl bj nd gl 
to support the rebellious aubj ts f oti j n led 
to the adoption of measures injurious to hei reputa ion, 
dangerous to her croivn, and prejudicial to the interests 
of the nation. The queen undertook his defence with 
warmth and obatiiiocy : but Cecil himself deemed it 
prudent to betid a while to the storm, and sought to 
disarm the hostility of his opyionents by a show of 
deference to the opinion of his colleigues in the council, 
and hy confining himself to hii own dtpirtnient of 
secretary *. 

Still, however, they indulged the hope cf removing 
him from the government. They reckoned on the aid 
of the ancient nobility, by whom the elevation of Cecil 
and his friends was considered as the depression of 
themselves; of the catholic:s, who looked upon him as 
their bitterest enemy ; of the friends of Mary Stuart, 
by whom her long captivity was attributed to his 
counsels; and of the whole body of merchants, smart- 
ing under the loss of their goods seized at the depQts 
of Rouen and Antwerp by the kings of Fronce and 
Spain, who had been provoked to this measure of re- 
taliation by injuries inflicted with his license, or under 
his connivance. With such support they might in time 
Ikave subdued the reluctance of the queen, had they not, 
struck on that fatal rock, the marriage of Mary with 
the duke of Norfolk. It was indeed an expedient, 
which, in the estimation of many, offered the most 
promising remedy for the evils anticipated ftom the 
claim of the Scottish queen and her union with some 
foreign prince : but to Elisabeth herself it appeared 
little less than a traitorous oltempt to deprive her of 
the crown. By the ambition of the duke it was secretly 
coveted : but he remembered his promise, and feared the 

• F.'ue1°ii,l.2<l4.S33.S3S.SiB.3£4.411. 
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reaentment of his sovereign, when the subtle Tlirockmor- 
ton came to his aid, and persuaded Leicester to break the 
matlerio the duke, as if it had oris'"^'*'^ with himself*. 
By Norfolk the suggestion w.ia received with apparentMay 
dishke : he proposed, in his place, i^rst Leicester himself; 
then liis own brother, the lord Henry ; and at last suf- 
fered his consent to he extorted from him. A meeting 
was subsequently held with the bishop of Ross, the 
agent of Mary, and Wood, the envoy of Murray ; and a 
commoQ letter was written to the Scottish queen in the 
names of Norfolk, Arundel, Pembroke, and Leicester. 
They proposed that she should he restored to her throne, 
and receive a confirmation of her claim to the succession 
in England, ou the following conditions : that she should 
never impugn the right of Elizabeth, or of the heirs of 
her body ; should conclude a perpetual league, otTensive 
and defensive, with England ; should allow the English 
reform to be establishe.l in Scotland ; should receivo 
ber disobedient suhjeets to favour ; should procure from 
thedukeof Anjouarenuncialion of all claims which she 
might have ceded to him ; and, lastly, should consent to 
a marriage with the duke of Norfolk. On the five first June 
points her answer was satisfactory : with respect to the ^- 

• II luu bwD mipcBBd lh<U LncfiBlvT »ns faldiurd to net lh<u Ihnnilh 
tbehopnurmutrylllitBILabMli.lrNarlhLkwptstainsnvMniy. ItnlUviw 

lireakinK off of the maloh irlth Ihn eicbclnlu GlmTlin, Norlblk toUl I.e!- 
cilcT. as B ftisiHt, Ihal, U nultni ime lo fnr sdvsnmL iMvnn Lim 

1ilmlol1iel>«Bt<>fhl*iwii!ril)nt,lrltv«nut]u<irvi»i,haBfauii1djiiiliinnid 
tahii wmX flimUluilT>Fllta lirr, Bnrl be oonlnit iclLk lbs biRli vOicet vhich 
he belcl, willHHiI sninriiig lo UK honour of Ihg aroim, or Injiitrnii the 
honour of hia HiianJiiii. "B( le biXB •leoequ'BTiuit l'en1>«e. Mmma a 
•' n, dnD> In FluLDihRda Ik rnyiR, Innqu'ella iri nu llct. II I'HIDit inJhi de 
..ny ne.™ "i ",y,"^ ^,j4^.. Lrf'cDsler°thfldlw<lhlm 

1 friti] ihflt iheqoeeu luid Inileeil piTenhEni 
. he hnil oMitunuJtf tnkeii Mttitg lilwc- 
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last, she repliei), that woeful experience had taught ber 
to prefer a Binale life ; but she was willing to sacrifice 
her own feelings fo their superior judgment : one thing 
only she required, that they should previously obtain the 
consent of Elizabeth ; foi- the displeasure of her English 
sister at her marriage with Darnley had been the origin 
of all ber subsequent misfortunes ". 

When the liberation of theScoltishqueen was discussed 
in the English cabinet, the four lords proposed the five 
first articles : but they suppressed all notice of the 
marriage, till Maitland, who was to disclose the project 
to Elizabeth, should arrive from Scotland. The plan was 
May approved; and the lords Boyd and Wood were despatched, 
'^ the former to procure the consent of the Scottish 
royalists, the latter that of the regent and bis party. 
Norfolk immediately opened a secret correspondence 
with Mary, through the agency of the bishop of Ross, 
He persuaded himself that the Englisii queen was still 
ignorant of the whole proceeding ; but the fidelity of 
Leicester is rather doubtful, and of Wood, it is certain 
that he liad betrayed the secret before his departure-h 

The intrigue was now rapidly hastening fo a crisis. 
Bothwell, by a formal instrument, had signtSeil from 

• r«m*.n,l,lB6. Andmon, iii. M— SB. Hajnes. S35. S42 6«. Wilitit. 
i.ase. Itisin^ilhrnf ram^rk, ilmt FeneloD. in his dmpauilii'9, di'lrlei 
the councU >ud l\\» naUou Into tno grot putlri, ~ die niholKa'.iRd " t)ia 

opijDiieiili, not ohIt ■ «RBt jHirtlDB, 1put mnt of the knileiB, Voinilk, 
AiMiidFl,Piinihnke,iuidotli«t,wenpTn(sitiiiiti. Tlii:iaiuiiMg,11inefiir« 
Willi him derf_gBiilB,iiot»li;^™t»lier,butpoli«c»lp»iliB.. Mennireoier 

'ol'ent <™r.Up,*e>. 

Df'tiia reolVTlii^lIci of the ^il^, H 

beihU. HeMmenllh ordento mnaiit Ihu Wthop of Una! : nud Ihsl 

nil; "pnl faiind Ii coiivenlBiitlOKiuB him socli tnfiwinolion.lKOiinaa it 

■nd quwn-moibBr of Franee. nud of St.:yrK'lliliunror"hii l'ra'se"Jt 
GiitK. lo Ibio morrtBge of (liM ptlpcets wilb tlie prnleaiBnt dolie of Notfiilk. 
A ibw ypBt. hiiM j-B BhnU Bnil him 8iii]iiDying mniu thi, lame deeeplhni. 
t Andenop, lU. eo—sa. Hudwielu pupeni, L 189— 194. 
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Nothing remained but that the regent should approve 
the articles, and that Maitland should open the subject 
to Elizabeth. Much repugnance was anticipated on lior 
part; bttt Ihat, it was thought, might be subdued by 
the consentient eiforta of her council and nobility ■^. 

Murray assembled the 'Scottish parliament, and, while 
he affected to speak in favour of the liberation of Mary, 
employed all his induenoe to prevent it. The arlieles 35 
devised by the English council were rejected ; even a 
motion to appoint judges, who might examine the 
validity of the queen's marriage with Bothwell was 
negatived. Maitland saw the pei-fidy of the regent: as 
soon as his favourite plan was defeated, be began to fear 
for his own safety, and sought an asylum amongst the 
clansmen of his friend tlie eacl of Athol J. 

An envoy, with the narrative of the proceedings of Aug, 
the Scottish parliament, found Elizabeth at Farnham, '^' 

• Hayoea.KD. Thedillie Inlruatedhiiwctel, thnt tliey tieS imilualLy 

Uactwiu BlDDid nad deiHKlUf L nilh him, asliai breii tupRosed. 
f ll>viu»,Md. ADl'Twm 111.63. 63 Ciinid'D. <. 1E7- 
t Aiuiunou, ili. 71. Cabaln. liS. 136. Peuiluu, 11. 204 On (his Uw 

•Inks Mimrked : " he (MnrrttyilialiKj a iiew omrlie In hys eye, nnleit Uian 

■ a kvnild<iin 1 Ood bcuiI hyma sucbe luke u otlisn hue tande, UiM hub* 

•fQlliwydblxsuwm." HsynH.^a. 
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and it was imtnedialely whispered among the ladies at 
court that Mary and Norfolk weie secretly contracted 
to each other*. Thouajh Leicester was ui^d, though 
he promised lo represent the whole matter to the queen, 
he delayed. Elizabeth invited the duke to dinner ; and, 
as she rose from tahle, advised him to beware on what 
pillow he should rest his head. This ominous allu- 
sion alarmed him and bis friends: Leicester aBaiii 
promised, and again delayed; and the court proceeded 
to Tichftelil, where Elizabeth was informed that her 
favourite was conlined to his bed by a sudden and dan- 
gerous indisposition. She hastened to visit him ; and 
received from him, as she aate by his hed-siile, a confes- 
sion, interrupted with sighs and tears, of his ingratitude 
and disloyalty, in having, without her Unowledge, at- 
tempted to marry her rival to one of her subjects f. 

Leicester was soon forgiven by the love-siek queen, 
and immediately recovered!; Norfolk was severely re- 
primanded, and forbidden ou his allegiance ever more 
to entertain the project. He assented with an appear- 
ance of cheerfulness: but soon observed that, whenever 
he eame into the royal presence, Elizabeth met his eye 
with looks of disdain and anger, that the courtiers 
avoided his company, and that Leicester treated him in 
Sept.publio as an enemy §. He retired from court ; as did 
1" also the earls of Arundel and Pembroke. The duke 
had promised to return within a week. He proceeded 
to London, and from London to Kenningball, in Nor- 
24. folk ; thenco he wrote to the queen, attributing his ab- 
sence to the fear of her displeasure, which had been 
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Ivitnllerl against him by the artful sugsesiiona of hia 
enemies, and a well-founded appceheosinn that, if he 
made any stay io London, he would be thrown into 
prison. This apology served only to confirm Elizabeth 
in her belief of his disloyalty. She sent to him a pe- 
remptory order to return without delay : the earl of Sent, 
Huntingdon was joined in commisMon with the earl of 22 
Shrewahnry, and viscount Hereford instrueied io attend on 
them with an armed force, for the more secure custody of 
the Scottish qaeen ; her apartmenta and cabinets were -, 
Bearehed, but without effect, for the discovery of her cor- 
respondence, and in partieuhu; of a letter written to her 
by the carls of Leicester and Pembroke ; and a determioa- 
tion was taken (so we are aesurcd) to put her to death 
the moment that the duko should venture, as it was ex- 
pected that he would, to draw the sword in her la?onr*. 
The friends of Mary afterwards charged that unfortu- 
nate nobleman with want of spirit on this ocrcasion. 
They were persuaded that, if he had stayed a few days 
longer at Kenniughall, he would have been joined liy all 
the ancient nobility of the realm ; and that Elizabeth, 
alarmed at so powerful an association, would have con- 
sented to the release of her captive t. But, if Norfolk 
ever indulged such thoughts, he quickly abandoned 
tbem on the receipt of the royal message ; and, whether 
it was through consciousness of innocence, or fear for 
his. own safety or that of Mary, he resolved, in opposition 
to the advice of his friends, to obey. Unfortunately, in 
the mean time the Scottish regent Murray, having in 
vain tampered with MiiillandJ, whom he had impri- 
soned as one of the raurdereis of Darnley, to become 
the accuser of the duke, acted the traitor himself, send- 

. Cibiila, 16S. Feaelon, 
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Throekmurton, and a foreigner named Eidolphi*, to be 
placed under arrest. All were subjected to that rigor- 
ous system of examination which was then in use. A 
series of ensnaring questions was proposed to each indi- 
vidual in private, and at the same time he was told that 
his only hope of mercy depended oa tlie veracity of his 
answers. The different confessions were then compared; 
the collation suggested new questions, to explain discre- 
pancies, to call forth additional information, and to draw 
the pi-isoners into accusations of each other. Thus the 
interrogatories were multiplied, till the prosecutors had 
sifted every suspicious circumstance, and had convinced 
themselves either of the guilt or or the innocence of the 
accused. Of the examinations on this OBcasion, many 
are still extant + ; and from them it is evident that the 
duke and his friends entertained no traitorous or disloyal 
intention ; tlioitgh their presumption, in treating with a 

• IUd«1pHw»9Dn lUiiin merrhnnt anj ImDksr, who hurt hwn Milled 

■i(eatlO>tlu-paiieaii<l Ibivign powrn. CaaiU SH. Fenelon, I. S59. AOm 
a monlh'l imntisimowul he was discluuged, ThI paid a lulin sum fcr Ilia 
JilMrtj. ia.li.a51. M.-m«ia»,viLaSii. 
t Hn;«',ft31~S3K.MLM9. When the oomniiulnnrn InlbriiMd bar 
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forei^ princess on such a, subjeot, and in Buoli circum- 
stances, ■was calculated to offend the feelioga and to de- 
feat the policy of their sovereign. 

But the attention of the ministers was soon occupied 
bj a much more alarming project. Among the noble- 
men who, in December, had been called to Westminster, 
to inquire into the chafes against Mary Stuart, were the 
two great northern earls, Percy of Northumberland, and 
Neville of Westmoreland, both of them catholics, and 
both declared friends of the Scotfash queen. They 
availed themselves of the opportunity to confer witk heir 
known agents, Kdolphi, the bishop of Koaa, and the 
Spanish ambassador". With these men they entered 
into engagements, the nature of which will be disclosed 
by the subsequent events, and communicated, on their 
return home, their views and objects to the most trusty 
of their adherents, — to the two uncles of Westmoreland ; 
to Leonard Dacre, uncle of the late lord Dacre ; to E^re- 
mont Eatolifie, a brother of the earl of Susses ; to the 
Nortons, Markeofields, TempesSe, Swinbums, and other 
gentlemen of wealth and inftuence in the northern coun- 
ties. From all they received promises of cooperation ; 
from some, as it appears, through mere attachment to 
the chiefs of the two houses of Percy and Neville ; froni 
the majority of catholics, who cherished a hope of their 
relieving themselves from persecution and restoring the 
ancient worshipf ; and &im numbers, men of generous 
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and eiiivalrouB feebiig'<, who ofCred to Tisk their liveB and 
fortunes fur the delUBianee fium prison of a joutig and 
unfortunate queen lor 8e\erd months the earls awaited 
with impatjenoe the issue of the measures pursued by the 
lords at court, the friends of the duke of Norfolk. These 
measures, as the reader has seen already, successively 
failed. Cecil, in defiance of their efforts, was still lord 
of the Escendunt, and the queen forbade the projected 
marriage in the most peremptory and menacmg lan- 
guage. 
Sept. These failures might disappoint but they did not intim- 
20. idate the two earls. Percy informed the Spanish ambas- 
sador that "every preparation had been made to take 
" the Scottish queen out of prison by force, and that he 
" would keep her in his power, reckoning upon the good 
" pleasure of the court of Madrid*." The rejily of Espes 
was cold and cautious. He could not adiise the employ- 
ment of force : it would iniailibly had to the immediate 
death of Mary : nor had he anthoritj to pledge his sove- 
reign tc aid them : for that they must apply to the duke 
of Alva in Flanderst. This answer was followed by the 
secret arrival of Havers, a messenger from the duke of 
Norfolk. Westmoreland met him, at four in the morn- 
ing, in a field beyond the park, at Brancepath, and 
learned from him tliat the duke was at that moment on 
hia way to the court, in obedience to the queen's order. 



" IhouEhC Just itml meet upon Ibe suddea tor bcr examdni.'' 1 
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10 one ventured to call in question, and 
returned home armed with new powers to put down 
illegal and dangorous aasembliea. It had been intended 
to arrest them in the ooundl, if aTiy plausible pretest 
had been offered ; they probably owed their escape to the 
credulity of Sussex, who, looking on them as his associates 
in fayour of the duke of Norfolk, gave them credit for the 
same loyalty to Elizabeth which he felt himself. But 
the cabinet at ■Westminster was better informed, and the 
earls received a second order, delivered to them in the 
queen's name, to present themBelvea withoat f^l before 
the council in York. Their eyes were instantly opened 
to the danger which threatened them. "Westmoreland 
replied that he dared not obey at that moment, on 
account of the number of armed men to be met with 
on the roads. Northumberland began to waver. He 
was lying at his house at Topcliffe, no great distance 
from York ; and his servants, to put an end to his ir- 
resolution, roused him from his bed in the dark of the 
night with a false report that aa armed force was at 

•Murdln, Sfl. 126. McmDriM, B43. Sharp, App. 166, cmpaied 
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iand to take him into oustndy. He fled to Braneepatli, 
whence he wrote to the lord president, excusing his delay 
on account of his alarm and flight, and promising to 
obey the queen's order, but without mentioning anj time 
for his appearance. Both letters were accordingly token 
for refusals*. 

Nothing now remained for the two earls but to un- 
sheathe the Bword. Nor did they shrink Irom the con- 
Hot. test. They wrote immediately to the pope (Pius V.), 
8- stating their devoted attachment to the catholic creed, 
solidting from him an immediate supply of money, and 
praying him to employ hia influence with the court of 
Madrid to procure for them military aid from the Spanish 
army in the Netherlands!. "Westmoreland despatched 
messagoa to his friends in every part of the bishopric, 
and the roads were soon covered with small parties of 
armed horsemen, riding towards Brancepath, where they 
were hastily mustered and trained in the park. But 
symptoms of dissenMon soon appeared among the leaders. 
Northumberland, whose resolution was generally sus- 
peeted„ declared that he could not thtak of unfurling the 
Percy banner in the battle-lield with only six followers, 
the number that accompanied him to Brancepath ; he 
would therefore repair to Ainwick, raise the county, and 
'^- watch at ihe same time the Scottish rebels on the bor- 
ders and the English garrison in Berwick, To this the 
gentlemen of the bishopric oflfered the most obstinate re- 
sistance. The earls should never " sundre." Separa- 
tion would be the ruin of the cause, and of all who had 
embarked in it. They would fight and conquer, but it 
must be under the united banners of the Percies ard 
Nevilles. 

That evening nothing was concluded ; early in the 
morning Northumberland departed. He had not pro- 
ceeded a mile before he was overtaken by a body of 
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armed men from Bmncepath, who surrounijed him, and 
compelled him to return. The dispute was resumed, 
but suddenly terminated by the arrival of a putsuyrant 
from the lord president, with an order from the quean, 
in her own hand, commanding both the earls, " on their 
" allegiance, to make their repair forthwith to the 
"court." The duke of Norfolk had obeyed a Mmilac 
order, and been sent to the Tower. Weatmoroland da- 
ckred he would never deliver himself up ia this man- 
ner to imprisonment and the scaflbld. It were better 
to die in the field. Northumberland could resist no 
longer. He eselaimed that he would share the fortune 
of his brother earl. Dtssenaion was now at an eud ; 
with shouts of joy the banner of insurrection was 
rdsed, and the bells of the parish churches spread the 
inforiBation throughout the country*. 

The first object of the insurgents was, to inarch to 
Tutbury, to liberate the queen of Seals, and to extort 
from Elizabelli a declaration that Mary was next heir 
to the throne. Bu-t to haie avowed this, would have 
been to provoke the removal, if not the death of Mary. 
It wag, therefore, passed over in silence ; and, in the nu- 
merous proclamations which they published, tliey stute 
that, if they have taken up arms, it is for the honour and 
salaly of the queen, of the nobility, and of the kingdom. 
Her majesty is surrounded " by divers newa set-upp no- 
" bles, who not onlio go aboute to overtlirow and put 
" downe the ancient nobilitie of the realme, but also 
" have misused the queue's majestie'a owne personne, 

ImiirlsDUDWul of ihe iluke of NarlW vmM not jastify IhriD iu uhiim up 
■ima in liefeDU of Ih^lc llbccliti. endaf tlia luaUat DobiUly st Uic Rilm. 
ThooiiiQiuni were illtiiWd, but moslausKenrl jn ihe iibm:<iIi'<'. MiicdiD, 
SZl ) Bnd NorUininbertuid'i oDnfegtioD. It !> Bin tbnt n tew Onys belijra 
the insacrecUon, Nwlhumberlnul and his oounHsa went Id Wentvortli 
bouae. Tfae litter songbt to iDtrddnce henoit in dla^lse na s nune ta Baa 
Uan'i wf[e In cbMbed. UbA sbe succeeded she nffiant to exchange dalh« 



H.,t.ab:,Googlc 



60 ELIZABETH. [.CHAP. I. 

" and also have by the space of twelve yeares nowe past . 
" set iipp and mayrilayned a new-found religion and lie- 
" rosie contrary to God's word." WLerefore they call on 
all true Englishmeii to join witli ihem in their altempt 
to restore tlie crown, the nobility, and the worship of 
God, to their'former estate *. 

Aware how powerfully, -in times of public commotion, 
the minds of men are swayed by their religious partiali- 
ties and antipathies, the insurgents expected much from 
their repeated appeals to the religious feelings of the 
people. " There are not,'' says Sadler, " in ail this 
" country ten gentlemen that do favour and allow of her 
" majesty's proceedings in the cause of religion i:" Oc- 
casionally, indeed, some of them attended the established 
worship, that they might escape the grievous penalties 
threatened by the law : but this very eonformily, ex- 
torted in opposition to conscience, exasperated their dis- 
content. They saw around them examples of successful . 
insurrection in the cause of religious liberty. The cal- 
vinists of Scotland had established their own cnjed, in 
deflanceof all opposition; the ealvinists of France bad 
thrice waged war t^ainbt their own sovereign ; both had 
been aided with men and money by the queen of Eng- 
land. If this were lawful to other relii^ionists why might 
not they al 1 tl d d 1 m lb gl t f 
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calling on the people for aid, and restoring the andent 
service at Slaindrop, Darlington, Riehmontl, and Rip]ioii. 
Their standard, repvesenling the Saviour, with hlood 
Btreamiiig from his wounds, was borue by Richard Nor- 
ton, an aged gentleman, whose gi-ey \ov^ and enthusi- 
astic air aroused the feelings and comraanded the re- 
spoct of the beholders. They proceeded as far as Bran- 
ham moor without opposition, foe the earl of Sussex 
dared not meet them from York, nor sir Gearge Bowea 
to follow them from Barnard Castle. There they 
mustered their forces, amoauting to seventeen hundred 
horsB, well appointed, and something leas than four thoua- 
aed foot, part of them without arms. But hero disson- 
aion iuKnuated itself into their counseis. Their money traa 
aJready expended, and all their expectaiiona had been diiS- 
appointed. The Spanish ambassador, to whom they ap- 
plied, referred them for wd to the dnke of Alva, who waited 
for orders from Philip* ; the catholic gentlemen, instead of 
responding to their appeal, shunned their approach, and in 
most instances hastened to the roy&l banner, under the earl 
of Sussest ; and eight hundred horse, wliom they had des- 
patched to carry offthe queen of Soots, returned from Ponte- 
iroct with the intelligence that it was now too late, for pre- 
cantions had been taken to prevent a surpriee. In addition, 
alarming rumours were afloat of the numerous army col- 
lected in the south, under the earl of Warwick and the lord 
admiral ; and they knew that the lord Hunsdon, with a 
force from the garrison of Berwick and the royalists on 
the borders, was preparing to assail them from tlie north. 
Under these circumstances they resolved to retrace their 
steps, and the main body returned to the earl of West- No*. 
moreland"s castle of Raby J. ^^• 

Their first care after tbeir return was to despatch 
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No¥. messenaers into difFereirt counties, to solicit aid from 
27. the noblemen and jientknien dislitiguished by Iheir 
atlacliraeiU to Iha aiitient I'ai ill, ur known to abet the 
cause of the queen of Snots. In tlieir new manifesto 
they no longer talked of tbe reformation of religion, but 
of tkie necessity of determining tbe succession to the 
crown. This, they observed, had been the object of the 
ancient nobility of the realm ; but bad been defeated by 
the pernicious counsels of the queen's confidential ad- 
visers, who sought to maintain their own power by taking 
the lives and liberties of their adversaries. Hence they 
had determined to oppose force lc force, and, committing 
themselves to the mercy of (he Almighty, earnestly so- 
licited the assistance of all who regarded the welfare of 
the realm, or the presen'otion of the ancient nobiiity. 
Bill their late retreat had revealed the secret of their 
'weakness, and proved a useful warning to such of their 
friends as were not yet implicated in the rebellion. The 
earl of Derby was the first to apprehend the me: 
23 and send his letters to the queen ; the example 

lowed by many others ; and Elizabeth, affected by the 
loyalty of tlieir conduct, returned thanks to God, who 
had given her such loving and dutiful subjects *, though 
there is reason to believe that this loyalty in many 
was suggested more by regard for their personal safety 
tlian by attachment to her whom they owned for their 

• H<i}>n>», 9(3— 9«5. Mi>rdiit,38. Camden, 191. Sotller.iL M. "Ths 

" j«u In Ihli llmrj, ivhetein alia batli bad xsitlM Hadily of ull idtU, nilh- 
"untrespectof [^^livion." ChcII >» Nocili. CiibnUi, )8U. It slwuU. limr. 
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nijine inraM uoilerrtMiil mv loni ot NmRilk*. ni« lord of AmnrWI, 
my lonl ul^PiiBibnike, illd iteiiHt tlieii doyiiits i for tbat thoy ubius 
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H.,t.ab:,Googlc 



A.D, 1569,"! THBY FIEH INTO SCOTLAND. 5S 

On the first news of llie insuiTCction, the queen had 
recourse to the mobt energetic measures. Arrests were 
ordered ; the despatches of the French and Spanish am- 
bosaadors were intercepted and examined; a rep;iment 
of disciplined troops was called from the Isle of Wight 
to guard the royal person ; the earl of Bedfoi'd nas sent 
to keep in obedience the people of Wales ; corQmissians 
were issued for the raising of men to form the southern 
atmy ; and, as Cecil either was, or pretended to lie seri- 
ously indisposed, Elizabeth refused the prayer of Lei- 
oestei" that he might go and oppose the rebels, and 
detained him near herself as her principal adviser *. To 
her great disappointment, for more than a month the 
earl of Sussex, her lieutenant, had remained stationaiy 
at York. By many it was said that he maintained a se- 
cret correspondenee with the two earls; and Elizabeth 
herself be£;an to entertain suspicions of his hiyally. Sir 
Ralph Sadler proceeded to that city with the title of 
treasurer of the army, to act as a spy on the conduct of ^°* 
the lieutenant ; and a captain Styrley was suhomed to 
introduce himself as a friend to the earl of Westmore- 
land at Branoepath, Susaex, however, proved a loyal but 
cautious commander. The prindpal portion of hia army con- 
Etsted of catholic gentlemen and their tenants, whom hs 
dared not trust, though duty or interest had ranged under 
the royal standard ; the insurgents greatly outnumbered him. 
in cavalry, and without additional force he hesitated to ven- 
ture a battle, tholossof which might be followed by the rising 
of the whole country-t'. His inactivity petmitfed tlioDec- 
earls to besiege sir George Bowes, the commander of the '■ 
royalists, in Barnard .Castle, tvhicb surrendered at the ^^ 
end of ten dajsj; ^nd to occupy the small port of Har- 

t S«msr. Ii. 4a, 73. 78, Hi.vnM,553.K8. MS. I .uspect, tbnl Iho ([.y 
e^lotoSlvde; »M liio anmn poison MiicnlM cuMninSlmrley lii Niir- 

■!% hi. JUtU." Ho-eU'i Staf^ Trials, i. loss. 

- I Hi«lnoninuUniHl,"«ofqtiumanp diy nnd BVebl SSS m«i loapyd 
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tlepool, under the delusire notion of opening a comnaunioa- 
tlon with the duke of Alva in the Netherlands ; but on the 
approach of the earl of 'Warivick, who led an army of 
tweire thousand men, raised in the southern oounties, Sus- 
sex set forward, keeping a day's march in advance, and 
hastened towards the insurgents, whose force was daily 
diminished by desertion, and whose hopes of success had 
heen disappointed by the apparent apathy of the catho- 
lics, and the ahsence of the expected aid from the Spanish 
forces. On the approach of the royai army, a council 
was held at Durham. The earl of Nortbumberland 
Dec slated that he had not taken up arras against the queen, 

'"■ but to secure his person from ai:rest, and to olfer his re- 
monstrances against tlie evil counsels of some favourite 
minisiets T the eai'l of Westmoreland combated the opi- 
nions of liis associate ; and the result of this dissension 
was tile total dispersion of their force, and the ahandoti- 
ment of the enterprize. The footmen withdrew to Iteir 
respective liomes : the earls, with SOO liorse, rode to 
Hexham : thence they repaii-ed in the company of Ed- 
ward Caere to Naworlli Castle; and from Naworth 

^'" with 21)0 men crossed the borders into Liddisdale, es- 
corted by 300 Scottish horse, the partisans of Mary*. 

It was in vain that Elizabeth demanded the immediate 
surrender of the fugitives, Murray, by tlireats and 
money, prevailed on Hector Armstrong, of Harlow, to 
give up the earl of Northumberland; yet lie did not dare 

2d' to send ihe captive to England, but confined him in the 
castle of Lochlevin. Thecountcsa, with the earl of West- 
moreland, Ratclilfe, Norton, Markenlleld, Swinburn, 
Tempest, and the other exiles, were safe under tlie pro- 
tection of the border clans of Hume, Scjit, Carr, Maxwell, 
and Johnstone, whose chiefe set at defiance the authority 
of the regent, and the throats of Elizubelh t. In England 

* Siiaiar, K. 63, H. Ctthala, IIO, lYl. J*n*lon, il. 421. The men of 
LiddlBdale aKAs the horses of liie uuuuteea of NurthtHnberJaDd, af lier two 
iBdlfE, an* ot ten other persons, ao that " they were all left on toot at John 
"of the B/dcB house, a cottage not to he compated with Mjr doBge iennel In 

f Cabali, 111. Hayiea, SJS. Loflge, ii. 28. Soma, it. 60. 101, A let- 
ter tVom Constalile, £ apy, gives on InteresUng account of tho fcordenTA. 
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the work ofvengeance immediately began. Those omong 
tlie insurgeots who possesseil lands or chattels were 
reserved for trial in the couits ol law, that their forfeilures 
ini^ht furnish the queen with an indemni Heat ion for the 
expenses of the campaign, and a fund of remuneration 
fgr the seivicea of her adherents*; but the meaner 
classes were abandoned to the execution of murtial law 
at the discretion of Sussex, who, whether it'was through 
the natural severity of his disposition, or his ahxiet; to 
convince the queen of his loyalty, exei'cised his authority 
witliout merey 'h. In the county of Durhani alone more 
than three hundred individuals suS*ered death, nor was 
there between Newcastle and Wetherby, a district of 
sixty mites in len^h, and forty in breadth, a town or 
village in which fiome of the inhabitants did not expire 
on the gibbet as a warning to their fellow's. Tlie aunivors 
were at length pardoned, but on condition, that they 
should take notonly the oath of allegiance, but also that of 
supremacy $. 

" At HOppoT 1 bnrd vox pofiuli that the lord rflgant wtnild not for hie o^iw 
" hunori nor for Ih^onar ofhta eoHUtvoy daUii^r tiroutU, \r he hod them 
"bollii iinlrnlC were to havelliere cfaenfl dfliverpd to him, aod if lio 
" wonldaffroelomahfllhiit chJiD^lhe lioTdpiera wanlds^rt lm1ntllHco^- 
" Irnry, A^ lescno bothihe queoo nml (he lords Ui>m him: lor \he like 
" ifanme wat Btnr done ia RcutlHnd : nod Ihit he ilmst iKttet rate hn oiin 
* Inm tlUlii come again lo nuke Famihersl. Heelor of TIl'siIdhi'-s (he 
" baiTbelrmad NoHhooibnUnd) hned was wtshsd to he emen amoni! i» 
"Btenniier^ Sadler, i[. IIS. If "'« believe Kott, MiiiTajr hnd Boluallv 
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"not be niiAer6or7bunilred at the least that slialhe exeqiiuwd of the 
" cunuin sotte,li«>MeiithepilH,neritalieii In Ihe ISIda." SUrp, Menn- 
rinli. lai, la liis IIK for theeoiiDtyofDathiin dnled Jan, 4. beDrdeBW 

Intlie ulhertenin anil lUle»s of the coanly. lbld,n. liiS. Sir George 
Botfes, the amnlial, BtateBlbat he exeuulu none who liad uotb»Dta 
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When the qneon's lieoten n h d ak ample ven- 
geance on tlie rebels, she wa ad d p b sh a pro- 
elanial.ion declavatoiy of h pa p oceed ngs and 
present intentions. In it sh b ed a many had 
been drawn into rebellion by fiiLe a&Beitions of designing 
men, who attributed to her an intention of persecuting 
for religious opinions. She therefore declared, tliat she 
claimed no other ecclesiastical authority than had been 
due to her predecessors; that she pretended no right to 
define articles of fiiilh, to change ancient ceremonies, 
formerly adopted by the catholic and apostolic church, or 
to minister the word or the sacraments of God ; but that 
she conceived it her duty to take care that all estates 
under her rule should live in the faith and obedience of 
the Christian religion, to see all Uws, ordained for that 
end, duly observed, and lo provide that the church be 
governed and taught by archbishops, bishops, and minis- 
ters. Moreover, to do away all doubts arising from 
false reports, she assured her people that she meant not 
to molest them for I'eligious opinions, provided Ihf.y did 
not gainsay the Scriptures, or the creed apostolib and 
catholic, nor for matters of religious ceremony, as long as 
they should outwardly conform to the laws of the realm, 
which enforced the frequentalion of divine service in the 
ordinary churches*. 

No one had been more deeply implicated in the project 
for the liberation of Mary than Leonard Dacra, the male 
riiresentalive of the noble family of the Dacres of Gills- 
i. land. At the commencement of the rebellion he left the 
• court to raise men, avowedly for the service of Elizabetli, 
but with the intention of joining the two earls. Their 
disorderly flight from Hexham to Naworth convince<i 
him that the cause was desperate. He hung upon their 
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rear, made a number of prisoners, and obtained among his 
neighbours the praise of distinguished loyalty*. Biit the 
council was 1:>etter acquainted with his reul ciiaracter ; and 
the earl of Sussex received orders to apprehend him. secretly, 
on a chaise of high treason. With thb view, the lord 
Sorope, warden of the west marcbea, invited Dacre to Car- 
lisle, to a consultation respecting tho state of the country. 
It was too stale an artifice to succeed. Dacre replied that 
he was confined to his room by illness ; but, if Scrope and 
hiseoUeagueBwoald take a dinner at Naworth, they should 
Iiave his company, and the best advice his poor head could 
devisef . Aware of his danger, he determined to brave, sin- 
gle-handed, the authority of his soverdgn ; and at his call 
three thousand English borderers had ranged themselves un- 
der the scollop shells, the well-known banner of the Dncres. 
IVom Naworth Castle he sent a defiance to the Lord Huns- p^v 
don, the coiomaader of the royal army, who declined the a), 
combat, tliBt he might join the force under lord Scrape at 
Carlisle. Leonurd tbllowed him four miles to the banks 
of the Chelt.where " hjs footmen," says lord Hunsdon, 
" gKve the prowdyst charge upon, my shoit that I ever 
" saw." But the wild valour of the borderers was no 
match for the steady discipline of a regular force. They 
wei'e diacomfiled, and left to their opponents a complete 
but not a bloodless victory. Leonard found an asylum 
firiit in Scotland, and afterwards in Flanders^. 

It is probable that tlie hopes of Dacreswere excited by 
the intelligence received from Scotland. Murray, the 
regent, had been shut in the street of Linlithgow byj^n, 
Hamilton ofBothwell-haugh^. It was said that revenge '23. 
for the injury aufiered by his wife directed the aim ot the 
assassin : it is plain that his design was known and 
apptoved by his political associates ; for that very night 
the lairds of Ferniberst and Buccleuch crossed the 
bordera in hostile .ari'ay ; the duke of Chasielherault. and 

• CsbalB, IJl. BttdlET, ii. 114. 1 1bid. [ Ibid 140. CamdBn, L 197. 

bnd puuui^c babkmsn, by thoiu of the ntbvr. as one of Ihe imwt se^fteb, 
dflu^nini;, and nn|TriDcip)ed of meiL In^Ul nivraty remairk as aomeTliing 

of Mary ia coifinoed by the wuleBpolaiy memoir of KolhwoD, Ihuushuf 
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the earls of Argyle and Huntley immediately assumed 
tlie government in the name of Mnry, and Kirkaldy, tiio 
gnvernoi" of Edinburgk eastle odmilted them into the 
capital. Tlia queen's lords and the Uiiift'e lords, as the 
onpaaitejiavties were called, assemblod in different places: 
the former summoned a parliament against the 3rd of 
Au2ust for the purpose of ehoosing a recent ; the latter 
sent a messenger to aslt the advice and aid of Elizabeth. 
But the ftsnendenpy assumed by Mary's lieutenant soon 
expired. The defeat of Dacre allowed the English 
queen to attend to the affairs of Scotland, and under the 
pretence of punishing those who had invaded her domi- 
nions, and offered an asylum to her rebels, she ordered 
the lord Scrope to enter Scotland on the western, the 

"^P"^' earl of Sussex on the eastern, coast. The elans of the 
Johnstones, Carrs, and Scots, saw their lands wasted, 
their houses and fortresses given to the flames ; Hume- 
castle and Faiscastle, the property of the lord Hume, 
were taken, and [famsoned with Englishmen : and the 
earl of Morton, the chief among the king's lords, aided 
by his foreign allies, ravaged wiliiout mercy the domains 
of the Hamillons, the Livingstones, and the other adho- 
retits of Ihe'caplive queen*. They were saved from 
utter ruin by the importunities of the French ambassador 
-and of the bishop of Ross. Eliaabeth recalled her 

''"!'* forces ; she even appeared to waver between the choice 
of a successor to Murray, and the libera,tion of Mary; 
but the escape of the English rebels from Scotland to 
Flanders + rekindled her resentment; she signified her 
willingness, that Morton and his friends should elect a 
* The ccmnt?£fl of WeBtiiiDreLftiid» lluHi£lt deeply implicated La Uie rebel- 
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regent ; and Lennox, the grandfather of the young king, jyj„ 
was, at the royai recommendation, raised to that dignity *, lO. 

In »a.vrating these events, the oonsequentes of the 
detention of Mary in England, I have omitted several 
insulated ocourrenees, to which it wilt now be necessary 
to call the attention of the readiit. — 1°. When Pius IV. 
ascended the papal thione, he had sought by letters and 
messengers to recall Elizalieth to the communion of tha 
Roman church, and afterwards invited her, like other 
princes, lo send ambassadors to the counnil at Trent t- !j 
TLa attempt was fruitless : but, thougli her obstinacy ^■^ 
miSht provoke, his prudence taught him to suppress, his 
resentment. To the more fervid zeal of his successor 
Pius V. such caution appeared a dereliction of duly. 
Elizabeth had by her' conduct proclaimed herself the 
determined adversary of the catholic cause in every part 
of Europe ,' she had supported rebels against the catholic 
sovereigns in the neii-hb curing kingdoms; and had, in 
defiance of justice and decency, thrown into prison the 
fugitive queen of Scots, the last liope of the British 
catholics. The pontiff considered himself bound to seek 
the deliverance of the captive princess: he represented 
to the kings of France and Spain (hat honour, and 
interest, and religion called on them to rescue Mary 
fi-om imprisonment and death ; and the moment he 
knew that Elizabeth had committed the cognizance of 
her cause to the commissioners at York and Westminster, 
he ordered the anditor Riario to commence proceedings 
against the English queen in the papal court In the 
act uf accusation it was asserted, that Elizabeth had 
assumed the title of head of the church, deposed and 

• Cabala, 171-171-178. Lodge, il. 12. ddderenn, liL 90-96. HoUui. 
h. 33S. M«niOriM,a5l. 

+ P-irp.liB,wliuniBKB knew, i-ns the fiHt ins!WDj;H(CamrteB,72): Uie 
HcoDd, wiLh llu. inTlmtiop, vriio MMtiaenxu. He uli^lfd a pa^pDrt, 
tbrmghlhe Spaulth unlnniilor. On Uny 1,1640. a muocil wnxfielil, 
SDci tlw puinn nai nlUted br time mious: Tiis npniliiK of tha conDi^ . 
liaanDtlieBnuaimart lo EII»1iel|ii^U v" not aftEB nlirtuiui canuFri 

luvi bKUH hU pnBflPce DibtlLt 
10,11. 6M CuodUiM. MifpB, 
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imprisoned the canonical bishops, and, instituted Echis- 
mittjcul prelates in their sees ; that, rejecting the ancient 
worship, she Iiail supported a new worship, and received 
the sucrament after the miinner of heietics ; and that 
she had chosen . known heretics ibr the lords of her 
council, and had imposed an oath deri%[ttory from the 
rights of the holy see. In proof of these charges were 
taken the deposiUona of twelve Englishmen, exiles for 
their religion*, and, after several months, the judges 
pronounced their opinion that she had incurred Ihei 
canonical penalties of heresy. A bull was prepared, in 
' ■ which the pope, after the enumerirtion of these offences, 
was mude to pronounce her guilty of heresy, to deprive 
her of her "pretended" right to the crown of England, 
and to absolve her Englishsuhjects from their allegiance. 
Still, forcible objections were urged against the proceed- 
ing, and Pius himself hesitated to conSrm it with his 
signature. At length Ihe intelligence arrived of the 
■ failure of the insurrecliju : it was followed by an account 
of the severe punishment iuUicted on the northern 
catholics, of wham no fewer than eight hundred ivere 
said to have perished by the hands of the executioners ; 
and Ihe pontiff, on the USth of February, signed the bull, 
^ and ordered its publication. Several copies were sent to 
the duhe of Alva, with a request that he would make 
them known in the seaports of the Netherlands; and 
by the duke some of these were forwarded to the Spanish 
ambassador in England*. Early in the morning of the 
fifteenth of May, one was seen affixed to the gates of the 
bishop of London's residence in the capilal. The council 
was surprised and irritated: a rigorous search was 
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made tlirough the inns of law; and another copy of the 
bull waa found in the chamber of a student of Lincoln's 
inn, who acknowledged, on the rack, ihat hehadteceived 
it from a person of the name of Felton. Feiton resided 
near Souihwark, a gentleman of large property and con- 
Biderable acquirements; but his temper was ungovern- 
able, and his attachment to the creed of his fathers ap- 
proached to enlhuBiaara. On his apprehension he boldly 
confessed, that he had set up the bull ; refused, even 
under torture, to disclose the names of his accompliees 
and abettors ; and suffered the death of a traitor, glory- 
ing in the deed, and proclaiming liimself a martyr to the 
papal supremacy. But, though he gave the queen on Ai 
the scaffold no other title than that of the pretender, he 
asked her pardou, if he had injured her; and in token 
that he bore her no malice, sent lier as a present, by the 
earl of Sussex, a diamond ring, which he drew from his 
finger, of the value of four hundred pounds *. 

If the pontiff promised himself any particular benefit 
from this measure, the result must have disappointed his 
expectations. Tlie time was gone hy.nhen the thimders 
of the Vatican could shake tbe thrones of princes. By 
foreign poweK the bull was suffered to sleep in silence; 
among the English catholics, it served only to breed 
doubts, dissension, and dismay. Many contended that it 
had been issued by an incompetent authority; others that 
it couid not bind the natives, till it should he carried into 
actual execution by some foreign power; all agreed that 
it was in their regard an imprudent and cruel expedient, 
which rendered ihem liable to the suspicion of disloyalty, 
and affiirded their enemies a pretence to brand them 
with the name of traitors. To Elizabeth, however, 
though she affected to ridicule the sentence, it proi'ed ft 

Mbi; . and n frlciid of KUiitlwih, bod tUl bar duiuh a KcCuce u> k«>|> a 
pduil (UtheroKD IMaVj. Foltan ublillnad Ibe copleg of ttis bull ftun tlM 
c^t^■1lua of tha Spudab ambuindor, wlw immadlHt^ left tbe klogilgm. 
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souroe of considerable uneasiness and alarm. She per- 
suaded herself lliat it was connertted witli some plan of 
foreign invasion, and domestic treason *. She cove- 
plained of it by her ambassadois as an insult to the 
majesty of sovereigns; and she requested the emperor 
Maximilian to procure its revocation. To the solicita- 
l.tiiias of that prince Pius answered by asking, whether 
> Elizabeth deemed the sentence valid or invalid. If 
valid, why did she not seek a reconclliaiioti with the 
holy see ? if invalid, why did she wish it to be revoked ? 
As for the threat of personal revenge, which she held 
out, he despised it. He had done his duty, and was 
ready to shed his blood in the cause f. 

2°. If, however, the kin^s of Fiance and. Spain re- 
fused to avail themselves of the papal hull, it was not 
because they had received no cause of provocation. The 
English ministers persisted in their former policy. That 
they mijjht occupy these powerful princes at home, they 
continually urged the reformers in Fj'ance and the Ne- 
therlands to take up arms, and aided their elTorts some- 
times covertly with money, sometimes more openly by 
actual hostilities. The discontent in the Netherlands 
was at Grst common to both catholics and protestants. 
The natives had for centuries grown in wealtli anil po- 
pulation under the mild and paternal government of the 

•A conspliai? vsa AQlnlti in Noirolk. slviut lh(> samn lime nlirn 

Crtlt. ami lluxn, to illiinR, la iwl» llwm III linxnin An Ibe >1nh« <if 
Nuriiilk, vha irilFi Bllll Id tfae Towgi, onil b, nixl tba loaAKa pnitcslanli, 
whn linil lurly Ikdii idUed In lliBOUunly. Tbry bad niinielnmuiiMi ifnily, 
InvwMliinii niuliiiE ilw vimtDnneM of tiM eautt. and tbe InflnriKa oT nnr 
men, (Camden, S19. Lodge, U. 4B.) Sdoii nfteimwlii kid Moiler 

lariat ih** nrnvn ntiet Ihe tnUdkatlan of thfl 1«ll. and tVe pMrl of Sautlmiiip- 
lon ieqn«ilgi< to btn ua tbe iibJaM tba oidiilDn at tbs liiilHip of Ron. 
u1k> reiilliHi. Ihnt llKiB cnuld ba lu dlfflcnlly : lucb holU niuit. iH'bre Ihey 

nriitlvBw'indiviaiiali. Mur.llii,30. M. It ..|.|.B..ts, lio»cvi>f, iVnt M.'rW 
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dukes of Burgundy: but the rights and fianchises which 
they claimed accorded not with the ai-hilrary notions of 
tlieif present sovereign, Phihp of Spain ; nor was it long 
before every class of men began to remonstrale ; the 

b 1 1 that Ibey had been deprived of their conslJtu- 
ti nal ijl't in the slate ; the clergy, that the most 
p 1 nt bbeys, hitherto possessed by natives, had been 
di 1 d to found bishoprics, which were bestowed on 
t n the reibrmers, that they were the victims of 

a ng nry persecution; and the laymen of both per- 
n that their best and dearest privilt^es were in- 

ded by the illegal proceedings of a new tribunal, 
f m d Iter the model of the Spanish inquisition. To 
p t d tliis odious institution, both catholics and pro- 
t t nt bound themselves to each other by the most so- 1 56$. 
lemn engagements. The compromise (such was the April 
name which they gave to the league) alarmed the 
dnchesE of Parma, the governess of the provinces; she 
commanded the inquisitors to suspend their proceed- 
ings, and the reformers, looking on this concession as a 
victory, rose in arms for the purpse, as they pretended, 
of eKlirpating idolatry, plundered the churches, mur- 
dered the priests, and drove the monks and nnns from 
their convents. Though the duchess, blending firmness 
with conciliation, had been able to suppress this ebulli- 
tion of popular fanaticism, Philip deemed her unequal 
to the task of supporting the sovereign authority in audi 
turbulent times, and chose for her successor Alvarez, 
duke of Alva, whose principles of passive obedience had 
recommended him to the tavour of the king, and whose 
military renown struck terror inio the liearts of the fac- 
tious. The men who had been, if not the ostensible 
leaders, at least the secret abettors, of the preceding 
troubles, were William, prince of Orange, and the 
counts Egmont and Horn; all three making open pro- 
fession of the catholic creed, though the former, if he iri67. 
had any religion at all, was in heart a proteslant The -"^P"' 
prince, anticipating the vengeance of tlie king, had 
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Stolen away to his princLpality of Nassau. Egmoiit and 
Horn awaited the arrival of Alva. The duke entered 

Aug- the Netherlands at the head »f fourteen thousand men ; 
in Ihe presence of this force the spirit of opposition 
melted away ; the foimer edicts were eonfirmed by 
others still more rigorous ; the penalties of treason were 
denounced against all who had framed the compromise, 
or insulted the religion and authority of their sovereign; 

S^. and the two counts, in consequence of orders received 
°- from Philip, were apprehended and imprisoned, 

3.°. The prince of Orange had long been secretly con- 
nected with tlie prince of Cond£, and the other pratestant 
leaders in France, who alL believed, or aSFected to be- 
lieve,, that at the interview between the French and 
Spanish courts at Bayonne, a league had been formed by 
the catholic princes for the extirpation, first of the pro- 
testants in. France, and then of the proteslaiits in otlier 
countries *, Of this league no satisfactory evidence has 
ever been produced ; but the opinion of ils existence 
served the purpose of those who framed the report, as 
effectually as if it had been real. Assuming Ihe arrival 
of the duke of Alva as the fli'st step 1n tile plan, CondS 
called a meeting of the French protestants, in which it 
was resolved to anticipate their enemies, by surprising 



3 pionf of Ihii em flnpuml ; uul thu qiur^tKib, it 
•■ii.to.iaBiiiim[il>:tc1yHiai »ii b; ihc resrarclHi 

,_ -__ p...._h VBi#et to thv eoBlbreoci^ M Biiyi "" ■ 

doDuineinawlilaliliekupiibllBlMil All ona tmuilred pi 

~. lis— l^S-}i. OBdyetilliim <a not ■ ]iiiiu)[a In ilivm 



_iinbn»)(. whi^aUM prlmvor OniiRS, an li is sUleil in 

pn»T«it1al]imlliAtUi?wholB^Bdoiu»Hmimii1cdoiiLy tc 
bnylUK «Btablls1iel ibe iuqiUaillim in liie own domliilou^ 
PniichbinbMlDilotlialke.. Ses Dn Uont, L t. 3^. . 
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the court at Monceaux. The p ojeet however, dis- .^^ ' 

coveretl, and the king es aped h d il ciilty to I'aris, 
in the midst of a body oi h ss fant j who, muiiliing 
in a square, repulsed eve y charj^e of tho Huguenot co- 
■vah-y. The English ambassado No is had been deeply 
implicated in the arrangement of th s at orious, and, in 
reality, unprovoked attempt but thougl the queen, as 
a sovereign, condemned the outrage, Cecil required 
Norris to " comfort" the insurgents, and exhort them to Nov. 
petseveve *. Thus a new civil and religious war was ''• 
lighted up in the heart of France : the king found him- 
self besieged in his capital; and if the insurgents were 10. 
defeated in the battle of St. Denis, the advantnge was 
dearly purchased with the death of the constable Munt- i»6S. 
morency. A short pacification was conuluded in the Mar 
spring^; but the interval was empl j d b tl H 1" 

nets to carry the Hames of war nt the N h 1 d 
and three thousand French prote nt ] d h p 
of Orange, who had now openly b) d tl f d 
faith, and had undertaken to expel h "ip d t 
Belgium. He sent befura him h b th L f 

Nassau, who penetrated into the p f & 

At first a partial victory cheered h m th th 1 p tl 
more decisive success : but Alva m b d t 1 m * 

with expedition, bui^t into his t 1 m d d 

peraed bis army. A few days la O g th ty 
thousand men, crossed the Rh B t n 

that the prince offered battle I hi y t 

that he encamped and decamped d tw y m 

the vigilance of the duke was n 1 1 b p d and 
want, mutiny, and desertion, compelled the prince to 
tecross the borders, and to diaband his army's. 

During these transaciions, Elizabeth's ministers had 
practised their usual policy. In secret they aided Ike 
prince of Orange: publicly they maintained the lela- 

•Cabslii,H3. DnT(l*,500. Caslpliian.Lii.e.*. 
lMeicKn,79. sltttds.LTiL binUMi|llo,8$.ai. 
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tionsof amity with the Spanish monarch*. Many of 
the troops that invaded the Nethertatids had been raised 
at the instigation of the English !^;ents abroad ; many 
had been paid with English luoney. But chance sup- 
plied an easy means oJi indicting a. more severe wound 
on the Spanish interest in Belgium. A small fleet of Gve 
zahras had s^led from the coaat of Biscay for the port of 
Antwerp. They were laden with wool on account of cer- 
tain merchants, and with specie to the amount of 550,000 
dueata of reals for the payment of the army under the duke 
of Alva. It was a time when the English channel was in- 
fested -with, hordes of oorsaira, men of every nation, who, 
under the colour of aiding the causa of their co-religionists 
in France and the Netherlands, made priaea of French and 
Spanish merchantmen, and then dispcwed of them by sale 
, in the English ports, with the connivance of the govern- 
i' ment. Four of the zabras sought refuge in Falmouth and 
,' Plymouth ; one ventured as ftir as Southampton Water, 
Esp^s, the ambassador, placed the treasure under the 
queen's protection, and received from her warrants author- 
izing him to transport it at his option by land to Dover, 
or by sea in English vessels to Antwerp. The agents of 
the princes of Orange and Cond^ took alarm ; they called 
to their as^tance Cecil and his friends, and with their 
tmited ai^uments and solicitations prevailed on Eliiiabetli 
to consent to a temporary detention of the money. As a 
justification it was at hrst suggested to detain it as secur- 
ity for the repayment of a large sum lent by her father, 
Henry, to Charles V., the father of Philip, 1543, at the 
^ge of Landreey. The cunning of Cedl exchanged this 

■ Mann VHt at Ihit linis anibusaiTor al ISb «n« of S|>nin. la tha 
nrlng at laW he una " ircliulsil fium llu n» of his uRi«, nnJ temuveil la 
'^a^la^calli^ItaDniiii.lwDloaiiuiftnm Madrid." Tlieciinse of Uiii 
tnmimcirtwai giTeooullobelliBiireveredtlunpunrBwhicli lie had uarjrl 

Itit lud fialhfii tliv hinf a uiiidisitifL liypuoillr, liad mrelulil ibe triumiili ol 
tlw <iuur||ei>ii Id tlwKctlieilnudi. and had saB^jtd ]iia setinDU lo lietiuvH 

m'ip'B^plaiiwdVldniloELiabFih (April «) ai " nu anibuudui, but 
"apeRurbatoiof.tiispeais.'* Sbe rvealiikl liim m Juna. 
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for a more spedouB pretext. As an attempt, probably a 
preconcerted attempt, had boon made by a body of cor- 
saira on one of the Spanish ships ; it was pretended that 
the queen was bound in honour to provide for the security 
of the treaaure, and under that colour orders were des- Deo. 
patched to the officers at the ports to take posseseion of 13. 
the nabras, to discharge the erews. to send the captsjna up 
to London, and to transfer the chests and barrels of 
money to the queen'a stores. Espes, in alarm, demanded, 
and after a long delay obtained, an audience. But now 
EUiabeth had another motive for the detention. 9he had 29. 
reason to believe the treasure did not belong to the king 
of Spain, bat to certain foreign bankers, who had sent it 
to Flanders for their own profit. He put into her hands 
a certificate from the duke of Alva that it vras the bona 
fide property of the king, forwarded by him for the sole 
purpose of the payment of hia army. She replied that a 
few days would clear up her doubt on that head. If it 
belonged to Philip, it should be restored to him ; if to the. 
bankers, she would keep it for her own use, paytag to 
them the usual rate of interest. 

Alva had already heard of the seizure of the money, 
■ and, aware of the otgect of the English ministry, on this „„ 
very day, by way of reprisal, took possession of the Eng- 
lish feetory at Antwerp, made its inmates prisoners, and 
kept the ships and merchandize for an indemnity. To re- 15fi9. 
taliate, the goods of the subjects of Phihp in Enghnd J^- 
were now seized, and the imhassador was confined in his "' 
own house, under the inspection of threp gentlemen sti 
tioned there as wardens Hence new Uaims, complaints 
and recriramations, became mised up with the contro- 
versy ; the settlement of the original question waa pro- 
tracted and postponed indefinitely, and the military opera- 
tions of Alva were paralysed by the loss of the money for 
the payment of hia army. There were, ipdeed, among 
the colleagues of Cecil, several who ^sputed the policy aa. 
well as the honesty of these proceedings ; but they dared not 
openly oppose hi m ; and, absenting themselves under pre- 
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text of mdisposition from the council, led to him the 
whole reap bltyf ngtlan tig between 
the English and th h se i B g dy, nnd of 

putting an d t th mm lit 1 h for two 

centuries had p d pi tif 1 f w Ith to both 

countries*. 

It ni^ht h 1 ip t d tb t h tiht would im- 

mediately B t th tm t f Philip vtas 

cheeked by th pnid f Al wl d sod 1 m not to 

draw BO pow f 1 my h m If bef he had re- 

duced the g t m th N tb I d H was even 

prevailed i p t d mm t t at on the 

subject inLod Cfce peed and sus- 

poitded, and jrol ged tl t d mg f ur years it 

was difficult t y wl ther th t re at war 

or peace, Elizabeth aiding the insurgeuta with money, and 
raising men in Germany for thar service, and Philip sup- 
porting the exiles in Flanders, and keeping alive the hopes 
of the discontented both in England and Ireland. 

The princes of Orange and Conde bad constantly acted 

in concert ; and the former had no sooner retreated from 

Belgium than the flames of war burst out for the third 

time in the heart of France. Eaoh party Idd the blame 

on the perfidy of the other : and both the king and the 

prince sought to strengthen themselves with the aid of 

foreign powers. Conde, not content with the promises 

of the prince of Orange and the oSera of the duke of Deux- 

1568 P""*^' despatched Chastillon, and afterwards Caraignes, 

Sept.' m*o Enghind-f. But the disgraceful termination of her 

17. former attempt in France had taught Elizabeth a useful 

lesson ; and to ovorcome her repugnance to jom in the 

present war it was observed to her that the cause of the 
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French protestanta fvas her own ; that the moment they 
should bo aubdued the queen of Scots would be recognised 
by the catholic powers as queen of England ; that Mary 
had already transferred her right to the duke of Aajou; 
that the pope had granted tK> him the inveistiture of the 
kingdom ; and, what ought to remove every doubt, the 
command of the army which should invade England had 
been, ahready ofiered to Coade*. What credit the queen 
gave to these fables ia uncertain ; but she conaented to 
aid the prince with twenty thousand pounds and a cer- 
tain qiianlity of military stores, on pretence of payment 
(or wine and ealt to the same value ; opened her ports to 
receive the prizes taken from the French and Belpc oatho- 
Uos, and suffered Chastillon to sell them as the property 
of Conde, and to transmit the money to the insurgentsf. 
The kbg of France complained that England supplied the 
wants of his rebellious subjecta, and tlmt Norris the am- 
bassador was one of the chief instigators of the troubles 
within his dominions. But tho ingenuity of Cecil sup- 
plied him with evasions ; and Norris was exhorted to 
persevere in defiance of the remonstrances and threats 
of the IVench monarch. The cause of the insurgents 
met, however, with repeated disappointments. Conde ]^ggg_ 
fell in the battle of Jarnac ; Dandelot died of an infec- Mar. 
tioua fever ; and the admiral Coligni, the chief hope of 18. 
the Huguenots, was defeated by the dnke of Anjou, at 
Montcontour. From this period the queen of England 
ceased not to exhort both parties to sheath the sword ; 
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70. ELIKABCTH. [cniF.I. 

I57((_ and a third edict of pneifi cation wsb published in the 

Aag. course of the following yeai' *. 
5- Hoiv far such peqietual inteiference of (he English 
gmerument in the internal concerns of foreign slates 
could be justified by ihe apprelmnsion of future danger, 
I shall not stop (o inquire: but Elizabeth could have no 
reason to complain.- if, after what had passed, the French 
and Spanish kings should convert her own policy against 
herself. Hitherto, indeed, they deemed it prudent to 
dissemble, that they might not, by open hostility, com- 
pel her to make common cause 'with their discontented 
subjects : but they cherisbtd the recollection of the 
injuries which they hod received, and trusted that the 
day would come when they should be able to take just 
*nd ample revenge 'h, 

•Cabnla.lS*. 154.155.1K. Mntdin.7fi6. 






_ .. upon Ajr proof of thi; nisteuoe of pucli blgua, 
mbt OQUlii prodnoB tvt}y mDjectim and r^piirt, Tlwy nttnrfd bi>r l^t■t it 
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CHAFfER II. 




dthollia—Pmceedln^a^'SiDitthePnribiii*— Dclrdion 


in nnidiiit the 



More than two years had elapsed since the arrival of lS7e 
Mary in England ; arid she was still a captive, still her 
£ite was lield in suspense. To indifferent persons her 
delention appeared a most cruel and arbitrary measure 
oy the counsellors of Eli/aheth, it was justified on the 
ground of expediency. They saw that her right to the 
sucressiun was generally admitted. Should she survive 
tlieir mistress, they could anticipate nothino; but danger 
to themselves from her resentment, and danger to the 
reformed church from her attachment to the ancient 
worship. It was moreover known that in the estima- 
tion of many she had a better claim to the present pos- 
session of the crown than Elizabeth herself. If a favour- 
able opportunity were to offer, could it be doubled that 
the kings of France and Spain, in revenge of the inju- 
ries which they had received, and the catholics of Eng- 
land, to relieve themselves from the pressure of perse- 
cuting laws, would unite and place her od the English 
throne? In their opinion, the Tery existence of the 
government and of the established worship was at 

■ Such apprelie^Blonf peipfflunlly otcni in the Slnla Paporfl of iiaa 
ri^gn " Our ell lef object.'* says Leieeht«r, " OT? tliesc two ^hini,-)i. lliat 
" tlie que^n may be pntuTvd m nEety. iuid tb* tru« rBlifrisD mtfiuiained 
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72 BLIZABETK. [CHAP. 11. 



Tlic shortest and most certain expeSient was to go 
boltlly to the root of the evil, and by the death of Mary 
to extinguish at iince the hopt'S and the designs of her 
partisans. This, during several years, was strongly and 
repeatedly urgod by some of the council*. If it was 
rejected hy Elizabeth, hec repugnance arose less from 
motives of humanity than of decency. She was willing 
that Mary should perish, but nas ashamed to imbrue 
her own hands in the blood of a sister-queen. Hence 
she offered to transfer the royal captive to the bands of 
tile ScoCtish regent, provided he would give sei^urity that 
she should be removed out of the way ; and hence the 
earl of Shrewsbury was made to engage, that Mary 
should be put to death on the very first attempt to res- 
cue her from his custody t. 

In the supposition that the Scottish queen were suf- 
fered to live, the marriage of Elizabeth into the royal 
house of Franca had been suggested by Cecil, and was 
supported hy the earl of Sussex J. Then, if the queen 
had issue, Mary would cease to he the presumptive 
heir ; if she had none, the French monarch would still 
have a strong interest iiv maintainini; Elizabeth on the 
throne. Leicester and Hatton, the queen's minions, as 
they were called, advocated the same opinion in public ; in 
private they whispered, so at least it was said, very dif- 
ferent sentiments in the royal ear $. 

There was another party, consisting of Bromley, 
Mildmay, Sadler, and Sidney, who cidiculeil the dan 
gers apprehended by their colleagues, and maintained 
that the queen, by persevering in the conduct which she 
had Uithecto obsevved, might continue to reij^ with 
equal safety and glory. She had only to keep down the 
discontented at home by the severity of the laws, and to 
occupy the attention of !\er enemies abroad by preserv- 



t SDe h\a opinion uL IddeiIi in Lodge, ii. 177— IS& 
fDtEg«,3t3. Camden, are. 323. m Laigi.ii.L3i. 
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CHAP. !I.] KEGOCIATION WITH MAIIY STUART. 73 

ing alive the spirit of revolt in their ilominions, and shu 
would still be the terror of her own subjects, and the 
arbitreus of llie neighbouring powers*. In this opinion 
the other two parties, as long as they could not carry 
tlieir fovourito projotts, concuri'ed. But experience 
proved that they hiid to treat with a fickle and obstinate 
woman, who was swayed as rauc;h by passion as by rea- 
son ; and who, in a sudden fit of piide, or terror, or par- 
aimony, would often reject their advice, and break all 

In the autumn of 1570, the solicitations of Mary, the 
attempts of her friends in England +, and the remon- 
strancea of the French and Spanish monarchs, extorted 
from Elizabeth a promise to 3\ tlie conditions on which 
her captive might at last be restored to liberty. For 
this pupoae, Cecil and Mildmay repah'ed to Chataworth, Ot^t- 
Where the Scottish queen had been confined for the *• 
last four monthsj. During the negociation, which con- 
tinued a fortnight, that princess proved herself a match 
for these wily and experienced statesmen : hut th& ne- 
cessity of her situation compelled her to yield in a man- 
ner to all their demands, and to throw herself on the 
mercy of her English sister, with respect to those 
points which bore the hardest on her maternal and reli- 
gious feelings. Elizabeth professed to be satisfied; the 
c^ly thing wanting to a complete accord was the assent . 
of the two parties in Scotland, called the king's and the p^^ ' 
queen's lords §. The first, with Morton at their head, n. 

• Mnnlln 336, 3S7. 338, 331- Sadlfr. IE, 583. 
wliQm wew lir Thoinas Stanley unci lit Eriwo.fl Slaoley. youne^i" nn> iff 

216. 'MimHn, 30-22. 35. 

" tliit 1 konr mil licw to vulk bom dannn. Sir Walur Mlldinny kud [ 
'rtrrBpnt to tku fegtt'tb itueen. Cioa[ie anr gulds: 6a neiilier uf ui 
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read to Elizabeth, in defence oF their proceedings, n long 
Iwtmo on the abstract right or subjects to dapose Immo- 
ral or lawless sovereigns ; a most uncourily douEriiie, to 
which she listened with an evil yrace, and answered 
with expressions of displeasure. With those of llie lat- 
ter tliodiief subjects of discussion were the securities 
to he giveti by the queen, of Scots; a discussion which 
was protracted from day to day by. tiie usual irresolution 
of Elizabeth. On ihe one hand, she feared to restore to 
herci-own as princess whom hh h d d ply njured; 
on the other she deemed it d ro d d graceful 

to sanction by her authonly tl d mocrxt doctrine of 
the king's lords. She balanced 1 g b t een the 
two extremes, that her fovoi t 11 n> ould not 

divine the result*; she was d f tl is state of 

Fsb. suspense by the policy of Ci, il h m 1 Id latdy 
2} raised to the peerage by the title of baron Burghley. 

Ever since the edict of paciGcatioD hi France, mentuoned 
in the last chapter, ib had been a favorite object with the 
leaders of the Huguenots to bring about a marriage be- 
tween the English queen and the duke of Anjon, the eld- 
est of the two brothers of Charles IX, Ohastiilon first 
lfi70 ■ventoredtobreat the subject to Elizabeth, and, to liis great 
()i5t_' satiafiiction, obtained from her permission to proceed with 
20. his plan. He tben attempted to sound the dispoation of 
the royal fiimily in France, by a message to Catharine do 
Medicis, the queen-mother. She reeoived the proposal very 
coldly, not that she was blind to the benefits which her 

" Gwl sbimldnob (Ire to the qneenis dibImSb anjii'Rwaf hFtbiHlj^ to 
"Iihts cduiIddiiiuv." M>it miHnUil. ^iit nn coniUlion t]iit iiHiolh 
planii Uk vrimi " imfaV shDuid tin iDKrled befuie " lisga." Tu ihia 



elgii. la be ampluved nnentordi, but BubtUtnti'd in Uh plniu Uu " iintn. 
' ml Iebiib at hac builv i" iLUd tbe mun: TBmatknUla. beoniKa lU knor ul 
L Ecnndrilinia nnntt itat shB hud (i[n<iulT lind tvn cliiUrvD by Ldcrtlpr. 
}u1y tiu^lnst Aiwmtn Bi'DiI,;iiinn, uiimcil Uuilwin, hii4 bneu Iiied at 
•Jinliplk, r,* Hij-lin, " Hint my lord of Lmeci-r ]>«d ii nhUdmi- by ilw 
'ua-eiie; dn^ xtm cnudemiKd ID lonte both bia enna, oe bUijinyc/, 
■ (iraseof ly." Loil^ it i7- 
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family and the French crown might derive from such mar- 
riage, but because she luoked upon ths suggestion as i\a 
arUflce of tha English minister, who had some very differ- 
ent object in view. Repeated meaai^es and liints induced 
her at last to view the matter in. a more fevourable light ; 
but, to her great mortJfloatioQ, Anjou aent her word by the 1571. 
king, his brother, that he could not think of disgracing Feb, 
himself by taking for his wife a woman who had no regard ^■ 
for her own honour. He mas too well acquainted with the 
charatiter of the English queen, from the despatches of all 
the ambassadors and envoys who, of !ate years, had visited 
the English court*. More than, a fortnight passed heftire 
she could eitort from her son liis assent ; still she was ap- 18. 
prehen^ve of making him, as so many others had beea 
made, the dupe of Elizabeth's caprice, and resolved, if it 
were possible, to extract information from lord Buokhurst, 
the ambassador. Meelitig him, as if it had been by acci- 
dent, iu the garden of the 'fuilleries, she entoed into eon- 
sat n th him, and was rery frankly infoi'med that the 
q een his mistrMS, had determined, for divers weighty 
reaa n t marry forthwith, hut on this condition, that her 
tub i h uld not be a subject of her own, nor a foreigner Mar. 

f any b t a royal house. More than this he could not 2. 
Bi f t vas not becoming in the female to act the part 

f th r. Bat the impatience of Elizabeth conde- 

a d d t aot that part. 9he sent her portriut as a, 
P es nt t the French prince, complained of the little credit 
p d t h repeated protestations of sincerityf, and re- April 
ceived at kst, through Cavalcantij:, a proposal of marriage H- 

* Hon flia m*A ^cb Aire par 1e ror tpi''il n« li veut jamate espouser, rruaad 



j OnfdD GuraloanB, an Ilahan of noble f&mitr, baS DclglDallr been «u- 

SDrolbr tt»dak«o(ijTa<aml8sloastat1iegaiii't9(i(SDgland and France, 
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76 EUUBII. [CHAP. .1. 

in due form from Anjou hmiaelf. Whilst, however, her 
mind was eagerly intent on this new pursuit, her ansiety 
to come to a final accord with Mary Stuatt appeared to 
cool, and the enemies of the Scottish queen improved the 
Mar. opportunity to break o£F the conferences. The commia- 
28. sioners, on the part of the young Mng, were remanded, 
on the ground that they had come without sufficient 
powers; those of Mary were dismissed, with a recom- 
mendation to be ready against the return of their adver- 
' Edi'ies. The whole was an artiQce to gain time: if the 
marriage with Anjou should tahe place, no accord with 
Mary would be requisite ; if it did not, the treaty might 
be renewed at the will of Elizabefli*. 

Scarcely were ihe commissioners departed, when the 
... parliament commenced. The late occurrences, the 
■^^ rebellion in the north, the publication of the papa! hull, 
and tlie unlicensed departure from England of the lord 
Morley and several other gentlemen, suggested to the 
ministers several new enactments, which had for their 
chief object to check the boldness of the partisans of 
Mary, and to cut off the communication between the 
English catholics and the court of Rome. The first bill 
was divided into two parts. By one it was proposed to 
make it treason in any individual to claim a right to the 
crown during the queen's life ; or to assert that it 
belonged to any other person than the queen; or to 
publish that she was a heretic, schismatic, tyr^int, infidel, 
or usurper ; or to deny that tlie descent and inheritance 
of the croivB was detei minable by the statutes made in 
parliament : by the other to punish, with oiio year's im- 
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• tn n lirtler of Aprn Bll, E 
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and tlimlora " he mnslmake the bvt uT it, ami leek 
uUsrjrUwFnaDliiioaiL" DlggtB, e7. JB. 
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it for the first flffence, and with the penalty of 
3 for the second, all jiersoiis who should by 
writing or priming affirm that any one particular person 
was Iha heir of the queen, except the same weie " the 
" natural issue of her body '.'' Another bill enanted the 
penalties of treason aguinst all persons who should sue 
for, obtain, or put in use any bull, writing, or instrument 
from tbo bishop of Rome, or absolve or be absolved in 
virtue of such bulls or writina;3+; and the penalties of 
premunire agHinsC tbetr aiders and abettors, and nil 
others who shiiuld introduce or receive the things called 
agnus Dei, and crosses, pictures, oi; heads blessed by the 
bishop of Rome, or others deriving their authority from 
him ; a Ihinl compella'l all individuals above a certain 
age, not only to attend the established service, hut also 
toreoeive the communion after the new form; and a 
fourth ordered eveiy person who had left, or who should 
leave the realm, either with or without licence, to return 
in sLt lAonths after warning by proclamaliou, under the 
penalty of forfeiting his goods and chattels, and the 
protlts of his lands dwring life, to the use of the queen. 
These bills diffused the most serious alarm thmugh the 
whole body of (he catholics. It was evident that the 
tninisicrs aousht the total extinction of the ancient 
ftith. The catholic lords, a large poi'tinn of the liouse, 
assembled; they complained that, if the bdls passed, 
they could neither remain within the kingdom without 
" ' ' lor leave it without the 



DlnatiiUiUa.rrieti'rDHtiinilBini'xIiitliiicorpnrs eolwkra. CiiRiilen.:141. 
TiicDcitiwBhqiiulroublFdwitn Dlh irUlnh ncs rlsa U mDjeoiiim 

- tcluiiiM vrMi r^Si- or hliewTiTllie m<'l!l'i«!'biil !iid«d il^ft to. "'i'iJa™ 
-Ihot ■liKlinth faililli.LlbiH>ll»wnBlH>veiqnnrteTgrR[i hour: ntuliel 
■■lliiii litlls liitli hieri >tmDf(tt hnu« Iwmit Iwpie." nifini.gSi. 

'pi-rjiHnnl imprEimiDianl, uiih t1ii> loBwar nil thrir fpinl) anil' liiiuli 
" dnrtna lUoir llvBs, Rh nKoB-iliTiumt." ijAnejlUB. Aronn nnHsnid lo- 
lii> tecuQcileil, ohu. nltei lie liul ^opr la tlif iieiv sen-ice, leMiinwl in Ihft 
cntliolin uiiiship. Diiil iFcrlreil absdlullun. This rell^'iuuB itfuuce by tlis 
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sacrifice of thuir fortmiea ; and tliey deiermined to wait 
in a body on ihe queen, and present to her a strong but 
respectful re moiia trance. This pi'oject was, however, 
abundonuil : but, at the same time, tho bill respecting 
the frequenlation of communion, the most hai'assing in 
its probable consequences, was dropped. The other 
three passed the two houses, and received the royal 
assent *. 

But in addition to the catholics, there was another 
class of relieionists. thai gave the queen perpetual cause 
of disquietude. These were the puritans; they derived 
Iheir origin from some of. the exiled ministers, who, 
(Inritig the reign of Mary, had imbibed the opinions of 
Calvin, and on iheir return urged the queen to afucther 
reformation. They approved of much that had been 
done : but they also complained that many things had 
been left untouched, to which they could not accommo- 
dale their ronsciences. They objected to the superiority 
of the bishops, and the jurisdiction of the episcopal 
courts ; to the repetition of the Lord's prayer, to tho 
responses of the people, and to the reading of the apocry- 
phaL lessons in the liturgy; to ih^sign of the cross in 
the administration of baptism, and to the ring and the 
worils of the contract in that of marriage; totlie observ- 
ance of festivals, the chant of the psalms, and the use 
of musical insirumenis in cathedral churches ; and, 
ahove all, to the habits " the very livery of the beast," 
enjoined to be worn by the ministers during the celebra- 
tion of the service '!■. 

It is pretty evident that the queen herself had formed 
no settled notions of religion. Piilioy had induced her 
to adopt the reformed creed; policy equally taught her 
to re])ress the zeal or the fanaticism of these ultra-re- 
formers. On the one hand, the leaa she receded from 
the ancient model, the more easily would her catholic 
subjects be brought to conform to the new worship ; on 

* SUL °t Bcalm, iv. 533. i Neal's PuciUus. c. it. y. 
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Ihe uther, tlieve had been much in the previous conduct 
of the pur'ilana to wound and Blnini her pride and her 
feelings. They had written agniuit the government of 
females; they still taught that the thurch ought to be 
independent of the slate. It was in tain that they 
offered apolt^ies for the obnoxious works ; that they 
took the oath of supremacy in the sense which she had 
given to it in her injunctions though they were secretly 
supported by the most favoured and powerful of her 
ministers, she retained to the last a rooted antipathy 
against their doctrines, an insuperable jealousy of all 
their proceedings. 

By the assumption of the supremacy it had become 
the duty of Elizabeth to watch over the purily of doe- 
trine, the maintenance of discipline, and the de^^ncy of 
the public worship ; and, when it was asked hoiv a 
female could execute these functions, or exercise eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction, the legislature solved the difSculty 
by enahlini; her to avail herself of the seiTiees of dele- 
gates appointed by the crown. These she armed with 
the most formidahle and inquisitorial powers. They were 
authorized to inquire, on the oath of the person accused, 
and on the oaths of witnesses, of all heretical, erroneous, 
and dangerous opinions ; of uhsence from the established 
service, and the frequent ati on of private conventicles; 
of seditious books end libels against the queen, her 
magistrates, and ministers; and of adulteries, fornica- 
tions, and all other offences cognizable by the ecclesias- 
tical law; and to punish the offenders by spiritual 
i, by fine, imprisonment, and deprivation *. The 
lims who felt the vengeance of this tribunal. 
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peiided from the axercise of then functioiiB and aa 
intimation was given, that unless thsy should conform 
within the space of three months their obitmacy would 
be visited with the punishment of depiivation* 

This act of rigour, instead of producing uniformity, 
led to an open Rchism. The lay puritans adaiidoned the 
chuiclies, and held private meetings fur the purpose of 
religious wui'ship. But "conventicles" came within the 
jurisdielion of the delegates. More than one hundi-ed 
persons, apprehended ut a meeting in Plumber's hall, 
were bri>uaht before the high commission court; those 
who refused to aclinowledge Iheir offence were com- 
mitted ; and of the prisoners, twenty-four men and seven 
women did not recover their liberty till the expiration 
of twelve months. But the experience of ages has shown 
that leligious opinions are not to be eradicated by 
severity. If the puvilana mere silenced in the church, 
Ihay had still access to the senate ; and, as soon as tbe 
1571. parliament opened, not fewer tlian seven bills, for a 
April further reformation, were introduced into tho lower 
^* house, To the queen such conduct appeared an act of 
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high ti'eason against her supremacy; and, during Ite 
Easter lecess, Strickland, the moverof the bills, received 
ail order to withdraw, and lo attend Ibe pleasure of tlio 
council. After the adjournment, his-abaencewasnoticed 
by his coUe^ues. It was moved that he should be April 
called to the bar of the house, that he might state the ^• 
reason of his absence : he was not a private individual, 
but the representative of his constituents ; ihe prohibi- 
tion which he had received was au injury to the country, 
a violation of paidiamentary privilege ; if it was tamely 
submitted to by the house, it would form a most dan- 
gerous precedent ; as the queen could not make the law, 
so she had no right to break it ; her prerogative was, 
indeed, to ha maintained, hut it should be coniiued 
within reasonable limits ; that house could determine the 
right to the crown, certainly it could entertain motions 
respecting religious ceremonies. Language, so bold and 
so unusual, e1el^tritled the members ; the obstinacy of 
the ministers flinched before the untamable spirit of 
their opponents ; and, after a consultation in whispers, 
the speaker moved that the debate sliould be suspended. 
The next morning Strioliland appeared in his place, and 
was received with loud congratulations*. 

This victory was owing to that lone of mind which 
religious enthusiasm always imparts. It formed a new 
era in the histoiy of the house of commons. Tl:e 
members learned le cheiish their privileges, to think 
more highly of their own importance, to resist, with 
greater confidence, the arbitrary pretensions of the 
crown. Yet it is observable, that these very men, who 
tlius, through religious motives, braved the resenlment 
of their sovereign, possessed, in reality, no notions of 
• D'En-ffrfs Jonnml. 156. 175. 17S. An «rt vnf. hoietw, pns'^il, ta 
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religions liberty. When Aglionby, in opposition lo tlie 
[liil till' 1-0 in lulling all persona Xo receive the isiinm union, 
pleaded the rights of nonsoieni'e, he was told by some, 
" that it was no straitening of fovisiiieni^es, but only a 
" thaige on tho goods of those who would not vouchsafe 
" to be. us they sliould be, good men and ttuoehi-Lilians;" 
by others, that it was the duty of the liouse to make tlie 
litw; if men were ft'oward, or ignorant, or obstinate, let 
them looli to the consequences. They had no one to 
blame but themselves*. 

The niieen, however, did not suffer her opponents to de- 
jj^ patt without asevere reprimand. Onlhedissolutionof the 
2a. parliament, the loi-d-keeper bi her command, informed 
them that their con due- 1 was tliowght eonlrarv to their 
duty and their plai-e ; that as tliej had forKolten them- 
selves, they should he oiheiaiao remembered; and 
" that the queen's highness did utterly disallow and 
"condemn their- folly, m meddlmg nith things not 
'' appeifaining lo them noi within the capacity of then: 
" understandings -h*" 

In the meanwhile tho proposal of marria^f between 
Bliaabeth and the duke of Anjou, though enfertimed on 
each side, made but littli' progress Ihe quepn depended 
on the judgment of Burghley, mho allowed months to pass 
before he could make aphis mind, but at at last acknowl- 
edged that it waa the mMt eligible measure that could he 
adopted ihr the aeeuritj of the thronej. On the other 
hand, Philip of Spain, apprahensive that if it tooi place 
the power of England would be joined with that of 
France to wrest the Netherlands feora his dominions, re- 
solved to epiffe ndcher pains nor cost in n^dng up ene- 

• n'E«™'. Joimml. IBl. 177. 

f Ibl'l 15i. — Dmiiiglhrri fiHssHibaii ntt^mptviBiaiulpby a Bfr. Norton 
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mies to the project. His agents, to win the friendship of 
Elizabeth, yielded to all her demands ; consented that she 
should keep the treasure taken from tha ships, and Br- 
range with the bankers irom whom Philip had horrovred 
it, and even, agreed to pay to her a large sum, as ooinpen- 
sation for the merchandize seized at Autn'erp. At the 
same time they urged on the eonsideratioa of the more 
zealous protestants the danger to which their religion 
would be esposed, if, at the death of the queen, a catho- 
lic prince should be left in possession of the throne ; at- 
tempted to purchase the savvicea of in9nential persons in 
the eoundl and the household, by ofiera of pensions and 
gratuities ; and made presents of jeweU'j and money to the 
ladies of the court most in the confidence of the sovereign*. 
Though Elizabeth herself appeared to feel a pleasure in 
talking of her approaching nuptials, still she often be- 
trayed tha habitual indecirion of her character. One day 
she was determined to marry ; she would sacrifice her owa 
feelings in favour of a single life to the welfiu^ of her 
people, in the hope that by leaving to them an heir of her 
body she might save them from the evils of a disputed 
succession ; on the nest day it was ber determination not 
to marry: she was too old to oaptjvate the fancy of a 
young prince, and too wise to oondemn herself to a life of 
jealousy and domestic bickeringf. Shortly, however, it 
turned out that the real objector was Anjou himself. He 
had, indeed, at the command of his brother, professed an 
earnest wiah for the success of the negotiation ; he had 
even gone so for as to let the queen know that in his esti- 
mation " she was the most perfect beauty that G!od had 
" made daring tha last five hundred yearsj." But he 
could not conceal his dissimulation from tha keen eye of 
bis mother Catharine, who ascribed hrs reluctance to the 
counsels of his favourites LigneroUes, Villaquier, and Sar- 
ret^. They, however, were saved from her vengeance by 
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a dispute which grew out of the treaty itself. When 
fllmoat every otbor article had been settled, the duke re- 
quired the insertion of a clause securing to hiin the free 
exercise of his religion. This the queen was advised to 
refuse, aa contrary to law. He then required a promise 
to the sauife effect in her handwriting*. She returned 
another refusal, on the receipt of which Anjou replied, 
that, then, he must resign the honour which she had of- 
fei*ed to him ; for his reli^on was as dear to him as hers 
might be to her. She could not conceal her disappoint- 
ment, and peevishly observed that he was too hasty ; he 
might have been content with her bare word ; she could 
have done for him what she did for the catholic peers, 
■who, with her connivance, had maaa celebrated in their 
own houses. Probably her vesation was not lessened by 
the recollection of Anjou's refusal at the very outset. She 
would still suspect that, notwithstanding his denial, he 
coBtinued tfl ^ve credit to the scandalous tales respecdng 
her amours with Leicester and Hattonf. 

Bui^hley, however, was not left without resource. On 
the treaty of marria^ he had been careful to engraft b, 
second treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive, from 
which he proposed to derive all the benefits which coulct 
have been derived from the marriage itself. To this the 
council now clung, as to the last plank, according to their 
own language, which could save them from destruction. 
A long negoUation ensued ; months were employed to de- 
cide the insertion or exclusiou of a single word ; and at 
length the trealj was concluded to the satisfaction of the 
English cabinet|:. 

All the suitors of Mary Stuart appear to have treated 

. * F^nilon, yll. 263. 

and Bn.^ghlor with Watelngham.* DigBes, 6S. 65. 71.110. 115, 118. 333. 13ft 



Hosted bvGoogle 



A.D. 1571.] ujssiof 

vrith her as if 1 w gl w d t f U liberty 

to marry. B t w h t t lly th f f earl 
BothwelU 11 i t eem t h 1 medler at- 

tention at the t f Ii gaj, t to th 1 k f Nor- 
folk, She CO bd d th ret pirt lirs f h happy _ 
marriage with B th 11 t th b h p f E who ap- 
pears to have p dtUdiitgr unds, 
—1. Because 1 I 1 co se t h d 1 t t d by the 
Tiolenca and b t 1 ty f tl 1 1 Be u. Both- 
well himself aa t th tra to d man tnltb- 
Htanding higptddd fmJ tG rdon*. 
Originally it w te d d h t E h H p ed to 
Rome, to prop an th t t p f th pope ; 
but he was dtadinLd d t! f rencea 
about the end t I'iTO inwh hh ictdaaMrjs rop- 
reeentative, aid d ti th ad f Rd Ifl d the 
Spanish ambaBs d Wl t b m It that the 
conferencea w m ly d 1 tl th f igners 
arranged among themselr^ the plan f n tl urreo- 
tion in fevour of the Scottish que n B t th failure of 
the last had taught them an impo tant lea n — th necea- 
aity of a previous understanding th th i "n prince 
on whose cooperation they relied. For this purpose M- 
dolphi offered his services ; so extensive, he said, were hia 
mercantile and monetary concerns, that he was well 
known in every country in Europe ; nor was there a court 
which he might not visit without exciting any reasonable 
cause of suspicion in the English cabinet. 

In the beginning of February Maty Stuart received 
from him a letter, in which he advised her to put no more 
tiust in the pretended friendship of Eliiabeth, hut to send 
an agent to the princes her friends on the continent, 
to solirat their aid ; then detwied at length the qualities 
which aooh agent ought to possess, — c(ualitios which evi- 
dently in bis opinion centred in his own personf. Mary 
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replied in cipher to the bishop of Eoss, ttat Philip of 
Spain -mm the only crowned head from whom, in existing 
cireumstanoes, she could hope' for efieetnal succour ; that 
she knevi of no one fitter to be employed in obtuining it 
than Ridolphi, " under colour of his traffique ;" that the 
great difficulty which he ~would have to remove would 
arise from the reli^on of the duke of Norfolk, whom she 
had engaged to marry ; but that they m.ust consult the 
dake, and be governed by hia advice. This letter is of 
importance, as it bore a great share in the produotion of 
the tragedy which followed" . 

Norfolk had been released from the Tower in the month 
of August, and was now in hia own house, but under the 
cnstody of Sir Henry Neville. To him, therefore, the eon- 
apu-atora had no access ; but Bobs had made a friend of a 
gentleman of his household, named Barker, through whom 
he forwarded messages to the duke. It was evident that 
Eidolphi, to succeed in bis mission, must ti^e eredentiala 
from the parties who sent him. From Mary credentials 
were soon obtained, fabricated, probably, in London, but 
ratified with her signature. In them she was made to 
state, that her friends in Engliuid had determined to risk 
then: lives and fortunes, for the double purpose of estab- 
lishing her right to the succession, and of restoring the 
exercise of the catholic worship ; that the duke of Norfolk, 
the first in rank and the highest in popularity of the Eng- 
lisli peerage, had placed himself at their head ; that the 
only thing wanting to the success of the enterprise was 
military and pecuniary aid, which she hoped to obtain 
from the royal feelings and catholic zeal of foreign princes ; 
that no objection ought to be made on account of the 
protestant relipon of the duke, for it would be impolitic 
for him to declare himself a catholic now ; hia past con- 
duct had proved him to be a friend to catholics, and his 
future conduct would display a devoted obedience to the 
commands of the pontiff and the Spanish monarch. The 

Bdgnmr RLdolphi a fatot enlendre a la Eoyne ," In HiB poaiea^oa of tt» 
Eight Bev. Dr, Kyle, PtsHliokn, in BanfiViiiro. 
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amount of the dd to be granted ehe would leave to the 
duke himself, and ended with a reqnest to the poutifT tbiit 
he would judlciiilly declare the nullitj of her forced mar- 
riage with Botbweil*. 

At the eame time a letter of credence from the dulie of 
Norfolk was fiihiicated for Bidolphi, undoubtedly by'tho 
same individuals. Tlie duke was made to saj that la the 
name of the qaeen of Scots, of himself, and of the greater 
part of the English nobility, whose names were registered 
in another paper, he authoriied Ridolphi to Bolidt the aid 
of the pope and of Philip in favour of the very important 
enterprise, at the head of which he had been placedf. 
Ita object was to establish the right of that princess ; to 
restore the ancient worship ; to free her, and himself, and 
the catholics of England, from the persecutions which they 
sufered, and to remove from the government that knot of 
Huguenots who, to disseminate their own religion, were 
constantly fomenting and maintiuning religious wars in 
every neighbouring catholic country. It was true that 
he had not declaimed himself, because he would not forfeit 
the services of his protestant friends ; but he pleiiged him- 
self to be hereafter ordered on that subject by the pope 
and the king, if with their assistance he should succeed in 
his attempt. The succour which he requested must 
amount to wi thousand musketeers, two thousand pike-' 
men, twenty-five field-pieces, four thousand spare muskets 
for volunteers, a auffidency of military stores, and officers 
experienced in the art of war. If suoh an army could be 
spared from the Spanish garrisons in the Netherlands, ha 
vrould join them on their arrival at Harwich in NorfijlFc, 

* Lettra fle Mnrie, iii. 222— 25S, Pr!nce Latanoff h»B paWishcd Ihe ora- 
denlihls oTbntii MBvyandTJoffblfc, from Uie Archives of the Vatican, whem 
tLicy hnd rem^oed in SBcrec; two hnmlred au(t seveoty r^nra. Fnr tho 
SpsnlBh coploa left by Itido1|jbL ut AJodvld see ApnoLamieDtos, 215 ^ and 
MaMTiaii, vil. 360. 

■ " "" " 'ft EntprMtf-. el: En onme deliiL manlOT Darte ds uoh. , 
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or at Portamoiith in Susses, with three tliouannd horae 
and twenty thousand foob. In short, to rid themselveH 
Iroin the evils which they suffered, the duke and liia friends 
were reaolved to risk the issue of a battle even with theii- 
own fori'^B, and to mate themselves masters, if it were 
possible, of the person of Elizabeth, to keep her as se- 
curity for the life of the queen of Scots*, 

There is much to throw doobt and distrust upon the 
authenticity of this document. The astounding assertion 
that the duke was deputed by the majority of the English 
nobility to solicit &om the king of Spain an invasion of 
the kingdom, the vapouring boast that he would join the 
invaders with an army of more than twenty thousand 
men, and the geographical errors which place Harwich in 
Norfolk, and Portsmouth in Sussex, must certainly be at- 
tributed to the three fore^ets, the originators of the con- 
spiracy and the real fabricators of the letter. If we may 
believe the subsequent confessions of Ross and Barker, 
the instructions for Ridolphi were devised by Koss and Ri- 
dolphi ; Barker was repeatedly sent by Eoas to the duke 
with messages, both verbal and written, and to most of 
them the duke, probably that he might not compromiae 
himself, returned no other answer than the unmeaning 
monosyllable well. The letter of credit appears to have 
been framed alter this manner, ibr il reads more like a 
cento of scraps and patches than a continuous composi- 
tion ; and to have been moulded into its pi-esent shape ia 
proportion as new intelligence waa received from Barker. 
Whether it was ever communicated to the duke in its en- 
tirety is unknown ; that it was never subscribed by him 
is cert^u. It has no signature, but a promise that the 
duke will avow the original to the Spanish ambassador. 
That he never made, or authorized any one to make, such 
an avowid, is solemnly protested. It was, however, de- 
posited, so we are told, with the ^nbassador, and conse- 
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quently ^?ith its real authovs. Wlio can prove that it 
did not, even nfter that, receive improvements, or that 
the Italian and Spanish versions left bj Ridolphi in Roma 
and Madrid — the only copies which we possess — were cor- 
rect repr tl fththlis called the original 
letter ? 

With th red t 1 R d Ipl set out on his impor- Mar. 

tant mis H w t d fi t the duke of Alva, of 25. 

whose c ni h d bt was entertained, both oa 

account f h 1 d d j thj d nng the lai5t insurrection 
in the north, and the earnestness with which he now ad- 
vocated a mairiagB between Mary Stuart and Don Juan 
of Austria, in opposition to that intended between her and 
the duke of Norfolk. Alva received the envoy eourteously, 
listened wich appssrent interest to Ms proposals, and then 
returned this evasive answer, that he was ready to obey 
the orders of his sovereign the king of Spwn. In reality 
ha saw little prospect of success in the plan, and had 
formed a very contemptible notion of the agent, whom, in 
his despatches to Madrid, he denominated a babbling gos- 
ap*. Ridoiphi, before his departure from Brussels, en- 
trusted a parcel of letters to the care of Eailey, a Belgian, 
and sworn servant of Mary Stuart. Bailey was arrested 
at Dover, and found to have with him a hag of letters 
and a bos of books belongng to the bishop of Koss. But 
the bishop was on the watch. With the connivance 
of the lord Cobham, warden of the CSnq ports, he con- 
trived that the books should be esnt unopened to the 
cooQcil, but kept the bag bimself, and had the letters de- 
dphered in London by Outhbert, his secretary. The most 
important vras addressed to the duke of Norfolk, contain- 
ing an account of Eidolphi's negotio-tion with Alva, and 
his hopes of aucoess with the king of Spain. Avrare of 
the probable consequences, Boas immediately sent his 
secretary for concealment to the house of the French am- 
baBsadorf, and destroyed or secreted every dangerous paper 
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in his poeseseion. Buile; on the rack diedosed till tliat 
he knew : that the letters had been ■written by himself at 
the dictation of Ridolphi ; that they contained accounts of 
Eidolphi'a interviewB with the dulte of Alva, and of hia 
intention to continue hie miseion ; and that they were ad- 
di-essed to Mary Stuart, to the bishop of Boes, and to two 
unknown English noblemen, defiignated in cipher by the, 
numbers 30 and 40. Suspidon 'was now afouaed. Boas 
was arrested ; his house was searched, but his secretary 
had fled ; his papers were found to be of the most innos- 
ioug description, and Boas himself very frankly owned that 
he had taken advantage of the journey of Bidolpbi to re- 
quest assistance for the Scottish friends of his sovereign 
irom. tlie duke of Alra and. foreign princes, and that the 
two cipliers (which in reality represented the lord Lum- 
ley and the duke of Norfolk) stood for the Spanish ambas- 
sador and the queen of Scots. He was too well known 
to be implicitly believed ; yet he succeeded ; for the due 
waa now lost. Nather Mary Stuart nor the Spanish am- 
baaeador could be subjected to compulsory esaminatioii. 
Boss was placed, however, in confinement with the bishop 
of Ely*. 

From Brussels Ridolphi hastened to Bome, where his 
succeEs was very indifferent. The pontifT (Pius V.) placed 
at his disposal a sum of money, for the use of the parties, 
promised to recommend the enterprise to the favourable 
consideration of the king of Spain, and entrusted him with 
e. letter to the duko of Norfolk assuring that nobleman of 
his good will, and regretting that dreumstances rendered 
it imposMble for him to afford more plentiful aid during 
the cmrrcnt year. 

But it was on his reception at the court of Madrid that 
the iasue of the enterprise depended. He reached that 
capital on the 3rd of July, and delivered his credentials 
to the secretary Zayaa. The eoundl of state was at a 
loss to understand them. Philip appointed a junto of as 
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menibBra to rcqu. ro esplanations and Pidolphi, in his an- July 
sivers to thpir iGtenogitjnes ontered into mattera whinh 6. 
pi Ijibly hid no other oiigin than the suggestionB made 
ly the thiee conspiratrra themselves in their pciviibe con- 
Bultitijna He said that the oatlohcb* were resolved to 
get poBsesaion of the ^ueen s person and to put her to 
death that the opportunity would be offeced in some of 
her iiBitB to pnvatp houses m the country ; that one of 
tl sa who oHerod to strike the bliw was the marquese 
ViteUit that ior the suoeesa of the enttrprise they ex- 
pected the aid of Phihp whioh might be afforded, 
without eioiting suapieioQ from, the fleet which should 
conduct Alva from Tianders to Spain that he was 
sure of the eo operation ot the duke of Norfolk, of the 
eails of Worcester and feiuthampton of the lords Mon- 
tagoe Wm is >r and Lumley an 1 several others ; that 
Bioon Cecil Leioester and Northampton, were also 
marked out for de'^truotion and thit there was no reason 
to foar for the safety of the queen of &i,ots during the in- 
surrection, because the guard had been won over, and she 
had many catholics about herj. 

This statement, ao improbable in itself, and so contra^ 
diotory in several points to the credentials, did not dispel 
the doubts of the council. Philip was already possessed 
with the notion that Eidolphi might be aa impostor in the 
pay of the English government^, and his perplexity was 
inoreaaed by the opposition between the letters of the 
pope and those irom the duke of Alra. The pope most 
earnestly exhorted liim not to forfeit this favourable oppor- 
tunity of placing the rightful heir on the throne, and of 
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restoring the ancient worship in England ; the duke con- 
jured hiiQ to take no part in an attempt devised by men 
witliout knowledge or experience, and made to depend 
upon promisea which could ncyet be performed. After 

Aa". mucli hesitation, Philip yielded to the authority of .the 

i- pontiEF and the advice of a portion of liis council ; he went 

BO far as to form a plan of the enterpriae, Sxed on Vitelli 

Sept. aa commander of the invading force, and replied in writ- 
14. ing to the objeclJons made by tbe duke, but still left the 
final determination to his local knowledge and more ma^ 
ture experience. That Alva would at last have sacrificed 
hia own opinion to the wish of his aovereigo, so clearly 
and deadedlj expressed, is highly probable ; but he was 
relieved of his embarrassment by an accident which had 
already taken place in England, aid which led to the 
complete discovery of the whole intrigue. 

About the middle of August, Barker and Higford, sec- 
retaries to the duke of Norfolk, entrusted a bag contain- 
ing two thousand crowns (600?.) to a person named 
Jirown, a carrier from Shrewsbury, with orders to deliver 
it to Bannister, the duke's steward, living in the vicinity 
of Shrowabury. The money came from the French am- 
bassador, and was intended for the use of queen Mary's 
garrison in the castle of Gdinbui^h. Brown, who was 
probably in the pay of the ooundl, under the pretenoe 
that there was something extraordinary in the weight of 
the bag, carried it to lord Barghley*. The letters which 
accompanied the money showed its destination ; all the 
persons connected with it were in the, service of the duke 
of Norfolk; two drcumstancos which, coupled together, 
awakened and guided the suspicions of the coundl. Bannis- 
ter, Barker and Higford, were apprehended and sent to the 
Tower. Bannister, the moment that he felt the rank, prom- 
ised to answer every question ; Barker, at the sight of it, 
disclosed the several messages which he had taken to his 
lord from the bishop of Bossf ; and Higford, wiUi apparent 

* Camdsn, 235. Finf bn, !v. 226, m. 

t ^* And they shall not D«ine to you » ciMiftBa plojTil; ther hnolled^, thaD 
" we WMrant y™ to oa.mo than hoth, or ether of Ihem, to Iw brought to tha 
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mlliogness, not only commnnieated importiint informa- 
tion, but took the coramissioners to the place where, in- 
stead of destrojing, he hod scereted several important 
documents. There, amid a, maes of papers, were found 
a letter to the duke from the pontiff, several from Mary 
Stuart to him ae lier afEanced husband, and faer lettter 
to the bishop of Boss, which has heen already noticed, 
approving of the mission of Mdolphi. Norfolk, ignorant 
of these discoveries, aasuraed a hold front before the com- 
missioners, denying most of the charges against him, and 
explaining away the others. The next day he was con- Se 
veyed to the Tower by water, whilst small bodies of ' 
gens d'armes scoured the streets, to prevent any popu- 
lar demonstration in its favour. There the depoationa of 
his servants, and tlie papers which had been discovered, 
were laid before him. It was too late to dissemble. 
Abashed and confounded, he confessed that he had been 
made acqusunted with several pi'ojecta of discontented 
men for the surprisal of the queen, or the deliverance of 
Mary Stuart ; -that he haii conferred once with Eidolphi 
before the departure of that agent ; and that he had corre- 
sponded witli the Scottish queen in defiance of the royal 
prohibition and breach of his own most solemn promise* ; 
protesting, however, that the idea of injurirg tlje person 
of the sovereign, or of subjugating the kingdom to a for- 
eign prince, had never entered his mind|. The indigna- 
tion of Elizabeth was roused to the highest pitch. She 
inveighed in the coarsest terms agiuost the duke's pre- 



" Burelr BHDDlslei 



lu shAJL Uiynk mele." " Gjven nodcr our t^aaf 

all no way bub haneBUjr snd truly. HieklMfl di 
□ieuce ^llfi^ly, iiDr d[d Ite cluu^ me vLtb any ; 
fflght, ntherwise IhBn truly i but tha bp. of Robs 
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sumptiDii and perfl ly and bas mulat on and committed 
the proaeoutionof the qvi ■jwthout eservo to Burghley 
and Burghlej's party tl e oun 1 Ne v eximinations 
brought forth new 1 Insurer arrest f U ved upon avreat, 
and in a short time the eaala of Arandel and Southamp- 
ton, the lord Lvimlej, the lord Cobliam and hia brother, 
the two sons of the earl of Derby, and a multitude <^ 
gentlemen and persons of inferior rank, were committed to 
prison or subjected to some of the milder forma of conGne- 
ment then in use. In the ster-chamber the lord-keepev 
explained, with due esaggetation, the presumed treoaona 
of the duke to a numerous audience of noblemen, the lord 
mayor, and the aldeimen a similar statement wiia made 
tu tho citizpns by the rememhranoer, and printed copies 
of the same were ciieulated in profijEion throughout the 
kingdom 

There wis another individual as deeply implicated as 
the duke and equally the object of vengeance, — the 
bishop of Euis It was known that he would plead the 
privilege of an amhasaador in which quality he had come 
under a -iafe-oonduct to London, and had been acknowl- 
edged at the cunferencea respecting Mary Stuart. Am- 
bassadors he miintained were privileged from arrest or 
punishment by the usage of every Christian country. If 
an ambassador gave o^noe, or violated (he law, he might 
bo sent out of the dominions of the offended party, and 
'there left to the judgment of the sovereign whose repre- 
sentadve he had been. Time was taken to conault the 
most eminent civilians in iEngland and Germany. The 
answera from Gei-many were for the most part irrelevant 
or unaatis&ctory ; the English lawyers replied, that an 
ambassador eiciliiig rebellion forfeits his privilege, and 
becomes subject to the judgment of the oElended sovereign. 
Y°*- Eosa was now brought back from his confinement in Ely, 
■ and when he pleaded his privilege was met with the an- 
swera of the crown lawyers. He began to argue, but lord 
Burgliley cut sliort the discussion by declaring that he 
must either miswer or go to the rack. He was immAdi- 



Hosted bvGoogle 



ately conTeyed to the Tower, and a abgular proelamation 25. 
was issued, commanding every Scotsman to quit the king 
dom within foiir days, under pain of (mprisonment In 
Iiis cell the bishop received a mcssigp fiom the queen to 
make an entire confeBBion for her use , it should neitiiec 
do harm Jo him nor to any one dao Under this promise, 
ha gave a long answer to all the chief ehurgea, but in 
Buoh a manner as on every pomt to vindicate or excuse 
the conduct of Mary Stuait, the duke of Norfolk, and 
himself*. 

These explanations were calcuhted to stimulate insb jd 
of Batislying the queen's curiosity She now required the 
duke "to search himself," and to disclose to her the 
whole truth of his intrigue with the Scottish queen He Nov 
obeyed, and in his narrative of the prooeedmgs mtroductd 10 
several pardoulars which appeared to shift great pait of 
the blame from his shoulders to those of the royal fa^ 
yourite, the earl of Jjeicesterf. It was Ldcester who 
suggested to him the marriage with Mary ; Leicester who 
wrote to that princess in favonr of it ; Leicester who prom- 
ised to break the matter to Elizabeth, aad obtiun her con- 
sent. Hitherto the chief hope of the duke rested on the 
advocacy of the earl ; after the reoapt of this narradve 
Leicester appears to have abandoned him to his fete, if 
he did not even join his enemies against him J. Prepara- 
tions were now made for his trial; an mdictment for high 
treason was found against him at the sessions^, and to 28. 
prepare the public mind care wao taken that the pulpit 
should every where resound with invectives ag^nst Alva, 



[titBln lilg Ubsr^ (167S,Si™«nl)er i^.ftnd then nnlyoo conauii 

>. Sea Osmd™, OST i YioOm, W. 268 ; v. 393, 451 ! Diggca, 151. 

! hi9 narrativa in MurdiD, dated November 111. 

nfilDii BBjB that L^c«ater was bo otfeuded, que ip, on aupHravanI 
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the king of Spda, the poatiff, aad &e catholic powers in 
genera.1 . 

At length the queen appointed the earl of Shrewsbury 
lord high stewiLfd, that he might pre^de at the duke's 
trial, and gave to him four assessors, who immediately 
summoned sia-aad-t wen ty peers, all selected by the minis- 
ters, and including several who were known enemies of 
the prisoner*. Of that, however, he could not complain ; 
for the jurisprudence of the age repudiated the notion that 
on suph grave and solemn occasions noble peers could 
possibly be influenced by their prgudioea or antipathies. 
Before this court Norfolk was charged with imagining and 
compassing the death of his own sovereign ; 1°. By seek- 
ing to many the queen of SeoM, who clauned the crown 
of England, to the esoluMOn of Elisabeth ; 2', Ey ao- 
lidting foreign powers to invade the realm, through 
the ageney of Ridolphi ; 3°. By sending money to the 
aii of the English rebels, and of the Scottish enemies 
of the queen. The duke maintained his innocence on 
every count. The queen of Scots was not the competitor 
of his sovereign. As soon as she became her own mis- 
tress she laid aside the title of queen of England, and re- 
peatedly offered to renounce it in the most ample form, 
if Eliiabeth would acknowledge her undoubted claim 
to the BUcceBsion. I. Ho had never spoken with Eidol- 
phi but once ; and then he understood that the sole ob- 
ject of the Italian's mission -was to procure aid for the 
Scottish subjeots of the Scottish quean. 2. Ha had 
never sent money to the English rebels ; and, though he 

* A. few Aay^ beforfl, Bvnien qnd Malher n^re apprehended at tbe 

sppeiitA rlint all LlirflG vera dEflcimteDted men, wlia ramplaipBd tint imAbC 
tUt tjxIsUu^ ffjvMrnmsDt DDtliiiig could ba obUined oy jiny othen thao 

un iiw iiui:io> Uy wbich tha dn£i at Noiiblli mlglit 'b« Ubunleil. on the 
luordi-t or IlLs vncmy tlie lord Burffbley, and oa Lhe prfllemuMiL to \te mi- 
tor tlie aoiiiril ntfcation uf Bueh pnrpoan. Halher iold the deiilli of Bur^h- 
Ifly. had boeu ptojioai-il to Mm by Iha Siinnlsh HmbaBsodar. It H-as 
dedflil, and eqi^ivdltatly rraalled by bimself. Biirnars nud Maiher luf 
fejsi; HorlstuTed bia Dreby beuniin; liilbnneci Ibouah Mmber Iold 

(i»med Bgiinit Heil* ssd Beroeis. Murdia, 19^Sltt. I>ig|»e. IfiS. 
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had allone:] his aeiTaiit to take the chaise of a sum of 
money fui- the lord Hemes, he coiiceivod that he had 
done no wroiig; fof Herries was the devoted servant of 
Mary, and Mary the aclmowledged ally of Elizabeth, 
On all these points he spoke with temper, decision, and 

The histocy of this trial will showhowdiffieult it was, 
according to the jurisprudence of the age, for any pri- 
soner to escape conviction under a prosecution by the 
crown. The-duke of Norfolk had been a doso prisoner 
in the Tower during eighieen weeks. He had been de- 
prived of the use of books, and debarred from all com- 
munication with his friends. He received notice of trial 
only the evening before his arraignment. He was kept 
in ignorance of the charges against him till ho heard 
the indictment from the bar. He was refused the aid 
of counsel to suggest advice, or to unravel the sophistry 
of the crown lawyers. They come to the cause with the 
subjects of discuBsiou prepared and digested ; with a 
voluminous mass of papers a I w' h n tes a'd the' 
memory ; he was colled tonw tuppan 

to numerous civcurastanc p n p a con e a 

tions, and dates, which n h ug he pace of he 
three last yeais. The ev de aga n h m on ed 
partly of letters, but princ pa y f ne ns e ed 
(torn the other prisoners, by hpanf eako he 
hope of life +. Of these conlesaions only such passages 

• Ilowell'B SDiU Tduls.i. 937— 1U12. CimdeD, 34»~js4. Sadler, U. 
3«. 

Yci, Du Sepl. 13, tlu) aaena. \D ibt hiwid »iil!ag oS Burglili^, mSeiti tlis 
pricontra"tDlwpiith>tliernch, ODdJIuillliiilnBleUienaf:'' mid sir Tliu- 
maa Smytb, in b istler nf ScpL 17, awyi, *" I mppoae wa have Dottea to 
** mych at this time 04 li Lylv dibs Jijid^ yet lo-murrcv we da 'intend to 
* b^Dff B caa-giB of them to tite ratk, not Id ony \\af9 to get ony tbyn^ 
" worthT that pnyae ocftnce, lint bMBUBe 11 is m BEtLeBlly commandli 
",n.e„„.." .nfl.HMW «n."nfRoni,t.v>iia. th» ra^k. otBatksr Willi tlia 

Eilia.li-ail- Mnc- 

., __, _,_. ._ ^__.^ J. .... IB, Im^woa promlseiJ 

that hli depatllioEi ihnilil not bs amplDyeit asiinet any mnii ; tlwy vete 
nquind msiely to BaUalj the queen's oivn mind i bm It wat added l.\tsi. 
irherefaBed, he thouldbe man mlniiilveieculed. AndetBuu, iii. 199, 
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as bore against the prisoner were made public : what- 
e er m 1 1 f si a presumption in bis fiivoiir, orthiow 
d acre It o the tne^aa, (and there is much of this 
descript o n the original papers) was carefully bu)>- 
pressed B t of that suppression the prisoner was kept 
in K ion ce an 1. when he maintained that credit was 
not due to men vl ose interest it was to accuse him that 
tl ey m ght save their own lives, he was told thaf the 
deponents had sworn to the truth of their answers, and 
that his bare denial was of no weight in opposition to 
their oaths. He then demanded that they should be 
confi'onted with him ; and appealed to the protection 
granted to pri-oners by the statute of Edwai-d VI, : but 
it was replied that that statute " had been found too 
*' hard and dangerous for the prince, and therefore had 
"been repealed." When the court was about to withdraw 
and deliberate on thdr judgment, a message was delivered 
from the queen, that she had received fiill confirmation of 
the treason irom a foreign arabaasadov* ; hut that, aa it 
would be imprudent to disclose it in public, the peers might 
lem'u the piurtioulars from their colleagues of the council m 
private. They retired; the new evidence was laid before 
them. There cannot be a doubt that in such peculiar cir- 
cumstances it would make impre^on on many minds ; yet 
it could be of no value, for it amounted only to hearsay, 
and was kept secret from the prisoner. After an hour 
spent in consultatjon, an unanimous verdict of guilty was re- 
turned. Aa soon as judgnient had been pronounced, the 
duke with a firm voice and undaunted countenance replied : 
" This, my lords, is the judgment of a traitor ; but I shall 
" die as tnie a man to the queen as any liveth. I will 
" not derfre you to petition for ray life ; you have put me 

" will publLoly profess betore the whole noWiSy that he never opened bis 
^mouUi malii^oiisly « traltoroualy against the queen dt the realm.^ Ibid. 
SEfl, 230. TUs desl^ «M Iherefbre absudoDed < 1 

*ButwhDwutliIaa] 
p, from CoBoa de Hi 
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out of your company, and I trust shortly to be in. better 

company in heaven. I only beg that the queen's majesty 

will be good to my orphaa children, and take orders for 

the payment of my debts. God doth know how true a 

heart I bear her and my country, whatsoever has been 

this day objected to me. Fate je well, my lords*." 

In the Tower the duke confessed his unduljful conduct 

to the queen ; but stili persisted in his denial of treaeonf. 

On a Saturday Elizabeth signed the warrant for his exe- Feb 

cudon. on the following Monday. Late, however, on the H- 

Sunday evening, Burghley received an order to attend the 

queen, and found her in great perturbation of mind. She 

agreed with him that the guilt of the duke was gi'eat ; 

that he deserved to die ; but then he was the chief of the 

English nobility ; he was closely allied to her in blood, each 

b ' g th tr d in descent from Thomas Howard, the second 

duk f ha family ; she could not reeondle herself to his 

ese u n er own happiness required tlittt he should be 

p d J The warrant was invoked ; but the ministers 

nued o assail her with exaggerated accounts of the 

do* e apprehended from hur forbearance ; tlie 

p e a led foi- vengeance in the name of that na- 

n a d e gion which the duke would have ensUvod 

anl erthi vn§; and some of her greatest con Sdants 

a Uy u ged her by letter to free herself from one 

o f he were fbrgiven, would probably repay iier cle- 

m n y w h ngratitude. Still she hesitated ; she again 

sg ed he ari'ant; and again, unable to sleep through Aptil 
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anxiety, recalled il at two o'clock in the niornini; *. 
Leipester ventufed to picdict that the life of the duke 
would yet be saved ■\: 

But tlie death of Norfolk was chiefly desired as a pre- 
lude to the death of a more illustrious victim. The 
queen was told that she must lay the axe " at the root 
" of the evil ;" that till the Scottish queen was conaigned 
to tlie grave, neither her crown nor her life could be in 
security. To tliese suggestions she listened with caution 
anil uneasiness. Could she put to death the bird (such 
was her expression) that, to escape the pursuit of the 
hawk, bad fled to her feet for protection ? Her honour 
and conscience foibade it. To subdue her repugnance, 
the crafty Burghley had recourse to his last expeilient, 
the aid of parliament ; the two houses obsequiously pur- 
sued the path pointed out by tlie aecretavy; and Eliza- 
beth, to silence their murmurs, submitted to grant one 
part of their petition. She sacrificed the duke of Nor- 
folk, that she might atone for her irresolution respecting 
the queen of Scots. 
Mfi^ The commons, having resolved that the life of that 
*^ unfortunate nobleniaii was incompatihie with the safety 
of the queen, communicated their opinion to the lords, 
and then resolved to present a petition, in strong and 
fiinotical language, to the throne. But in this stage the 
proceedings were interrupted by a hint from one of the 
31. ministers S- The queen had been induced to sign a 
third time the fatal warrant ; it was not revoked; and 
iive months after his condonination the duke was led to 



• Murain, 


177. 


The nates 




loButshle) 


F, ttho hail 1 




mode lord tMcuira 


rer. sIidu-b Ihi 






Dd. -ThPr 












I's^.lirsl"! 




da^dbM 


" hiUw men 






ywillnesda 




a BTispend 




3' 


iBi this sumo 










TiS 


lis, iL 263. 














1 his lette 


TB affecls tc 


■ belike Lb, 


cmter and 


BnrghlBSld 




nda!* l" ires' 




tn havD h 




.^;ffi 


nilliilh&os 




un. DfeB«. 


1S5.166,^ 


Movdin.3 


11" "ydu"' 




\wl' 


»1»lhe«>ut 




..■■ Rokigh 


lo air 1(0- 



H.,t.ab:,Googlc 



A.O. 1572.] liSECilTION OF ■■VORFOLK. 101 

the acal^old, nttended by Dr, Nowell, dean of St. Paul's, 
and Foxe the maityrologist, formerly his tutor. He be- June 
traj'ed no symptoms of terroi-; and in his speech to the ^* 
apeclators, in which be was repeatedly interrupted by 
the officers, asserted his innocence of treason, and his 
prolesaion of the reformed faith. His bead was struck 
off at a single blow. The people retired, eompaasioa- 
atijig his fate, and questioning his guilt *. 

The death of the queen of Scots was next sought with 
equal obstinacy. To influence the minds of the mem- 
bers, care had been taken to circulate among them pa- 
pers of different descriptions, but all tending to the same 
end; the slanderous publication of Buchanan, printed 
copies of the supposed letters, and the manuscript opini- 
ons of divines who demonstrated from Scripture that it 
was a duty, of civilians who proved from the imperial 
code that it was lawful, and of an unknown casuist, who 
argued that " it stood not only with justice, but with the 
'■ honour and safety of Elizabeth," to send the Scottish 
queen to the scaffold ■(■. Both houses resolved to proceed May 
against her by bill of attainder ; the queen forbade it; 19 
they disobeyed ; and she repeated the prohibition J. 

•Slrfiii;,Aiip.S7. CBmden.aBS. " I never iad conference but odcb 
■ " «illi one Bodolph. mil yet nmer ajtaluit the queen's m^dy, God is laj 

•' teougoiiuice ftip a gnnrt onin of money." Suite TriuJs. I. ma. 
tThapolHionlivriUiiijiQf theage were generally Bcasonedwilb adne 

Koportien oTrelivitiui eaut- An loitanca liea been preaerved by D'Bwea. 
blijDiuoelaofadBpiitliiiRient. A wridii^ luppdied Is haialiad great 

will) testa of ScripKiTa, that Bliielwth Is banad in conidence to put Muiy 
todeellii 1°. because the quean dT Seou la goiUT irf'sdulteiy, murder, 

leads others Id Idolatry ; 3". because she was delivored into tba lianda of 
BllMbeih l)y Qod'a pmvidaDce, tor the pntpoae of puBitlimeoti *=. be- 

tiioir duly H> preserve the public ItaDqiiillily. See It m D'Ewea, p.S07— 

Buvgbley thus espceBses his disappolDtmeut: 

leemflthGiid is Dot pleased thE 
p....^...^ ...;ame dflth aa n ''-■'-- - ^i.. ..-_. .1 
" shall bebold 
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Foiled in this attempt, the ministers adopted another 
course: they iiiti'oduoed a bill, which, by rendering 
Mary incapable of tlie succession, secured them from 
the danger of her resentment, if she should survive the 
May present sovereign. They were, however, opposed by a 
28' powerful but invisible counsellor, suspected, though not 
known, to be tho eari of Leicester. The queen inter- 
dicted all reference to the inheritance of the crown, and 
seeing that, in defiance of the message, the biU had 

June passed both houses, she prorogued the parliament *. 
25. For her own satisfaction, however, she had appointed 

May. commissioners to lay her complaints before the Scottish 
queen, who replied that, if she had consented to marry 
the Juke, it had been without any hostile meaning to- 
wards her good sister; that her correspondence with 
Eidolphi had been Btrictly oonflned to pecuniary transao- 
tioDs, that from foreign powers she had never solidted 
anything more than aid for her fedthful Buhjecta in Soot- 
land, and that she had not been privy in any manner to 
the bull of deposition or to the northern rebellionf. 

Whatever Elizabeth might think of these answers, the 
execution of the duke and the proceedings in parliament 
disheartened the friends of Maiy in England, while, at the 

. same tjrae, her interest was rapidly declining in her native 
country. Lennox, the regent, had eseroiaed his authority 
with rigour : execution after eseention alarmed the ftionda 
of the queen ; and the unexpected surprisal of the strong 
fortress of Dumbarton threw into his hands the moat ac- 
tive of M^uy's partisans, John Hamilton, brother of the 
dnko of Chastelherault, archbishop of St. Andrew's, and 
ibrmerly papal legate in Sootiand. The prisoner was hor- 
<' BPi] yet thoy mnsl be suited, and be eo imputed, Ibr Baring the hongar 
■ of the hiirlieEl." May Si. DiugeB, 203. 

• See thejounaU of both hoaaes. in nellhn of Ihem Ik bdi moulion 
ollliecinileilUartbebill poised IlgaiTist Mary; biit kg learn [rom Burgb- 
ley tbnl it ms ■' a lair la nuihe iser unable iiml nnvorthy at iiicceseion lo 
" the crawB," Ha adda, " eomi! here have. a9 il seeraeLh, ubua.'d llieic 
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ried away to Stivling, and hanged on a gibbet at the mar- 
ket-crosa. By the more moderate of the party this murder 
■waa condemned aa a foul act of famUy vengeance. To 
lessen the odium, lord Ruthven had previonsly accnsed the April 
prelate of having been accessory to the murder of Damley ; 1. 
but, though he denied the charge, and claimed the benefit 
of a legal trial, no respite waa granted him, because hia 
enemies feaied that & reclamation would he made in his 
fiivour by the queen of England. His fete did not, how- 
ever, break the spirit of Kirbaldy, who refused to admit 
the regent vrithin the walla of Edinburgh ; and by repeated 
asaaulta eompdlGd him and his adherents, whom he had 
Bmnmoned to hold a parliament in the auburbs, to withdraw 
to Stirling. There Lennox opened the session with a long 
harangue, in presence of the young king*, and passed an act 
of forfeiture against the duke and his two sons, and against 
the eai-l of Huntley, Kirltaldy, and several others : but 
on the eighth day, at an early hour in the morning. Sept, 
Huntley, Claude Hamillfln, and Scot of Buccleugh, ap- 'i- 
peared with four hundred horse before the gate of the 
town. " Remember the archbishop," waa the word given 
to the soldiers. In a few minutes all the lords were in 
the hands of the assailants. Lennos paid the forfeit of 
his life; the others were rescued by tlie timely aitival of 
the earl of Marr, whom, in reward for his services, they 1572. 
invested with the regency. His prudence and vigour Sept. 
rendered him a formidable antagonist; Elizaljeth de- °' 
clared openly her intention to support him with the 
whole power of her crown ; and the avowed adherents of 
Mary dwindled away to a handful of brave and resolute 
men, who, under Kirkaldy, still kept for her the castle 
of Edinburgh, and a band of Highlanders, who, com- 
manded by sir Adam Gordon, maintained tha ascend- 
ency of her cause in the mountains +. 

• " Durine Qib rpgenl's apEfohe lo tha fstalta, the king lookeii upe, and 
■' eaimyed alioLn In the lonffe of tbe huusu, by llielucke of Bums skliiiils, 
« nnd •net Ihc ngsnl liad endit his hariniiB, he liM,' 1 think Uim isaiw 
■■' hole iu this piuliBinepl'" Tliese words were afleiwards Inkenftiri 
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To add to the sorrows of tiie captive queen, the esecu- 
tjona of the duke of Norfolk in England and of the aroh- 
hishop of St, Andrew's in Scotland were followed by that 
of hor devoted adherent, the earl of Northumberland. The 
English qu im f ward t b d "ajn t th eounteas 

for the po8 -331 a f t! p n bh ff d aa equal 
Bum of m y nd Man tip t w th th earl of 

Morion, h tated n t t lal th pi dg en to an 
exiled woma that h tni ht grat fy his p w rful nagh- 
bour. Thi d te m ti n h w wfls k pt a secret 

from the e 1 H 1 ft L hi w tl joy n 1 r the as- 
surance that he should he conveyed m a feoottiah vessel to 
Antwerp. To his surprise and dismay, he found himself, 
after a short voyage, at Coldingham. On the same day 
themoney, the price of his blood, mas numbered and sealed 
at Berwick ; and lord Hunsdon, taking with him the bag 
of gold, exchanged it for Northumberland at Ayemouth. 
Numerous interrogations were sent from London, to which 
he returned answers ; but when Hunsdon was ordered to 
take him for esecutlon to York that nobleman, who looked 
on the whole transiictjon as disgraceful, refused, and the un- 
welcoiue task was transferred to su- John Foster, who pos- 
sessed the earl's estates ia Northumberland. At Tork he was 

A"g. beheaded without trial, in virtue of the act of attainder, 

23. On the scaffold he refused the aid of the clergyman, 

professed himself a calhulic, and declared that he had 

satisfactorily replied tu every charge against him, in his 

anawers to the council 1'. 

The English cabinet, amid the alarms with which it 
vaa continually perplexed, rested with much confideitce 
on the treaty lately concluded with France. To culti- 
vate the friendship between the two orowna, Elizabeth 
had been advised to listen to a new proposal of marriage, 

Jan. not with her first suitor, the duke of Anjou, but with 
his younger brother, the duke of Alen9on. The former 

•Muidlo.186. 193. MeinoriBs, 4S1. 457. 
lotffls «e !^i ^nrdin, 319 ; t"e earVs anaweiB in Sharp's M^raoibli^'S 
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was the leader of the ciitliolio party; the latter was 
thought to incline to the tenets of protestantism, Thi>TO 
were, indeed, two almost insuperable objections ; the 
dispacity of age, for the duke was twenty-one years 
younger than the queen ; and the want of attrimlioii in 
a face which had suffered severely from the small-pox, 
and was disfigured by an extraordinary enlargement of 
the nose*. Still Elizabeth, with her usual irresolution, 
entertained the project ; and her ministers, supported 
by the French protestanta, urged its acceptance |. But 
their hopes were unespeotedly checked by an event 
which struck with astonishment all the nations of Eu- 
rope, and which cannot be contemplated without horror 
at the pi'esent day. The reader has. already seen that 
the ambition of the French princes had marshalled, in 
hostile array, the professors of the old and new doctrines 
against each other. In the contests which followed, the 
influence of religious animosity was added to those pas- 
sions which ordinarily embitter domestic warfare J. The 
most solemn compacts were often broken ; outrages the 
most baibarous were reciprocally perpetrated without re- 
morse; murder was retaliated with murder, massacre 
with massacre. The king, by the last edict of pacifica- 
tion, had, indeed, sheathed the swords of the two par- 
ties : but he had not obliterated the sense of former 
wrongs, nor appeased the desire of revenge which still 
rankled in their breasts. They continued to view each 

• Francois d'Alonton ftit BMreracmpnt dpflgnie ip»r In jwtile varole. 



105, 220. U29.m Ellia.SmlSer.iii.V. 



Hosted bvGoogle 



106 m. I 

other with aversion and d t usl, w t hf 1 t t it 
the designs which they t h 1 t Ih pp ts 

and eager, at the first pi t ! pp I to 

free themselves from the m 

The young king of N as th It! 

admiral Coligiiy the real II f tl h t H 

ruled among them as an dpedtso g d 

^yhat chieHy alarmed his ppo ts m d to bta 
gradually the ascendency th m d f Ch i 

He had come to Paris to asai t t Ih m g f th 
Ang. king of Navarre, and was d d pi by 

22- assassin as he passed th h th t Tl p hli 

voice attributed the attempt to the duke of Guise, m 
revenge of the murder of his father at the siege of Or- 
leans ; it had proceeded, in reality (and was so sus- 
pected by Coligny himself), Irom Catherine, the queen 
mother. The wounds were not dangerous : but the 
huguenot chieftains crowded to his hotel; their threats 
of vengeance terrilied the queen ; and in a secret coun- 
cil the king was persuaded to anticipate the bloody and 
traitorous designs attributed to the friends of the admi- 

24. ml. The next morning, by the royal order, the hotel 
was forced; Coligny and his principal counsellors pe- 
rished ; the populace joined in the work of blood ; and 
every huguenot, or suspected huguenot, who fell in 
their way, was murdered. Several days elapsed before 
order was finally restored in the capital : in the pro- 
vinces the governors, though instructed to prevent simi- 
lar excesses, had not always the power or the will to 
check the fury of the people, and die massacre of Paris 
was imitated in several towns, principally those in which 
the passions of the inhabitants were inSamed by the 
recollection of the barbarities exercised amongst them 
by the huguenots during the late wars *. 

This bloody tragedy had been planned and executed 
in Paris with so much expedition, that its authors had 
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not determined on what giound to justify or palliate 
their conduct- In the letters written the same evening 
to the governors of the provinces, and to the amhaasa- 
dors of foreign courts, it was attributed to the ancient 
quavrel and insatiate Latred which existed between the 
princes of Lorrain and the house of Coligny *. But, as 
the duke of Guise refused to take the inftimy on him- 
self, the king was obliged to aekowledge in parliament 
that he had signed the order for the death of the admi- 
ral, and sent in consequence to his ambassadors new 
and more detailed instructions. In a long audience, 
La Motte Pension assured Elizabeth that Charles bad 
conceived no idea of such an event before the preceding 
evening, when he learned, with alarm and astonish- 
ment, that the confidential advisers of the admiral 
had formed a plan to revenge the attempt made on his 
life, by surprising the Lonvre, making prisoners of the 
king and the royal iamily, and putting to death the 
dukeof Guise, and the leaders of the catholics; that the 
plot was revealed to one of Che council, whose conscience 
revolted from such a crime; that his deposition was 
confirmed in the mind of the king, by the violent and 
undutiful expressions uttered hy Coligny in the rojol 
presence; that, having but the interval of a few hours 
to deliberate, he had hastily given permission to the 
duke of Guise and his friends to execute justice on his 
and their enemies; and that if, from the excited pas- 
sions ofthe populace, some innocent persons had perished 
with the guilty, it had been done contrary to his inten- 
tion, and had given liim the most heartfelt sorrow. The 
insinuating eloquence of Fen^lon made an impression on 
the mind of Elizabeth; she ordered her ambassador to 
thank Chaides for the communication; trusted that he 
would be able to satisfy the world of the uprightness of 
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108 ELIZA-HETII. [chap. It. 

bis intention ; and renomroemled to liis protection the 
pui'sons and worship of the French protestanta. To the 
last point Catherine shrewdly replied that her son 
could not follow a better example than that of hia good 
sister the queen of Bngland ; that, like her, he would 
force no man's conscience ; but, like her, ho would pro- 
hibit in his dominiona the -exeroiae of every other wor- 
ship besides thai which he practiaed himself *, 
Th w f th' sa gu' ry t f taggerated 
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1 1 El beth t 
'j th F h p te I f h 1 b massacred; 
1 d po t ml Id f II If 1 e tendered 

her own life, the wed of the realm, or the intereat of 
(■eligion, let her diaappoint the malice of her enemies by 
putting to death her rival, and their ally, Maiy Stuart ■!■. 
The queen did not reject the advice: but, that she 
might e p th ■ f my f d'pp' g h h nd ' tl 
blood of 1 t 1 d p mjt 1 

-- ■ t bl t 
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exist ainoiij^ the catholic powers for the extirpation of 
the reformed creed: to exhort them on that account to 
look well to themselves, to take care tliat none among 
them were seduced by bribes, none made away with, by 
poison, and none prevailed upon to convey the young 
prince out of the realm; and lastly to promise in her 
name that, if any attempt were made against them, the 
queen woulddefend Scotland with aa much care, as if 
it were her owd inheritAnce *. From these instructions 
Killegvew might infer that it would be his duty to excite 
the apprehensions, and alarm the religious prejudices, 
of the Scottish reformers; but for what purpose? That 
he was not yet permitted lo know. Three days later 8e 
other despatches followed, to inform him that he was '' 
enaployed " on a matter of fair greter moment, wherein 
" all SBi^rucy and circumspection was to be used." That 
matter was lo brin;^ about the death of the queen of 
Soots, but from the hands of her own subjects. He was, 
however, warned not to commit his sovereign, as if the 
propoiial came from her. He was first to ascertain the 
disposition of Morton and ihe oiher lords; to earn the 
confidence of those whom he found most apt ; to lament 
befure them that Mary was not where she might be 
justly executed for her crimes; and to work on their 
hopes and fears, till he should draw A'om them some 
expression which might lead him to suggest the object 
of his mission, but as of himself, and merely as a passing 
thought. If it were entertained, he was then autho- 
liied to negotiate a treaty on the following basis; that 
Elizabeth should deliver Mary to the king's lords, "tore- 

•3wAich.xx.336. ItiiaiDusinKtoobtervB the ontlon uKli nbleh 
thessJeipatcheB ore BHtdwL Tbouiih Ihe eirroy is b> iier5Unde Hb Scotllah 

IrugiK lur iliscKlliiiiitionoFlhi^KlDiinitd ttiiii, ho is not ordmisii but nuly 
mrmiMiCyoa mnj"), losny, P. Nol Unl llw qMen kmms, but "in 

□liy cKlata doy aiicb Wtiif^p bul Unit "it is aaiil" to vxlst. H h (tbtn 
frum Ibis Uociimont thai llie^llt^D'a uovarnment had no ntDoFof Ihp bu]!' 
poaed iejiifua or fliip]io3eil prtimedltaUuD, but lliat ttuj louDd it ei>uv«D|. 
tot to laku butb aa admltKll COlla. 
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" ceave tliat slie had deserved ther by ordre of justice ;" 
and that they should deliver their children, or nearest 
kioBmen, to Elisabeth, as securities, " that no furder 
" peril! should ensue by hir escapymg, or aettjag hyr up 
"agen- for otherwise to have hir and to keep hir was 
all other things the most dangeroiis*." 
S h. was the delicate and important trust confided to 
th p denoe and fidelity of Killegrow. In Morfun he 
f ind a willing coadjutor ; of Marr, tJie regent, it has been 
a 1 th t he was too honest a man to pander to the jaal- 
u roscntmenta of the English queen, and resolutely 

tu n d a deaf ear to the hints and suggestions of the on- 
y Recent discoTeries have, however, proved tliat, if at 
th fi ■at he affiicted to look upon the project as attended 
t w th difficulty and peril, he afterwards entered into it most 
19 di lly, and sought to drive a profitable bargain with 
Eli^ b th. By the abbot of Dunfermline he required that 
sh sh lid take the young James under protection, and 
con 1 1 a defendve league with Scotland ; that an English 
army f two or three thousand men should conduct the 
pti queen across the borders, and after her death 
h Id join with the Scots in tho siege of the cagtie-of 
li linb gh ; and that the arrears of pay due to the Scot- 
tish f ea should be discharged by tho queen of England. 
On tl terms he was willing to engage that Mary Stuart 
sh ul i not hve four hours after she should amve in Soot- 
land But the regent himself hardly lived four days after 
h had made these proposals!- Ho died, after a short 

t Ibcse partlimlsTS liavs been ileaoyetei b; Mr. TyUer m the offloial an- 
reapmKleDoe, pirtlj in (he State Paper offloe, aod partly in Ibe Brttlab Mn- 
eenm.— ITttei, tU. 313. S84. It appears to me that Uie queen'3 mimat to 

LetoeslET. 9he vat plalDir Mbamed of it. Slie told them aod EUleEi-ew 

that, Hft Cbey were Qs OT1I7 pe. . . 

Bhould ADHWer for havii^ betrored tL 

he recelTQd IntaUlgeDoe of the ree^Dt^A de 

"see Hie quean's majesty has no sureljr bm aa ane nam oeen oonnBaiea" 
(the private execution of Hary Bttoirt). " If her majesty will continue her 
"delw^jhe and we wiUT^n^ call upon God nijan calamfly ihall ten iifoa 
"to." HetliencomplHlnBagaiaofherddKira. Tytlei, vil. 331. 



d the secru ^ and Bni^hlej', the mom 
EODt'A death, wrote Co L^ositer: "It 
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illness, at Stirling, and, sm his friends gaye out, of 

At tlie election of the nest regent, Killegrew employed Sot 
the English interest in favour of Morton, tho most do- 9. 
termined enemj of Ma*y, and the tried Mend of the 
English ministerst' li^om the moment he was chosen, he 24. 
pursued a very different policy from that of his prede- 
cessor. Having prevailed, through the persuasion of 
Elizabeth, on the Hamiltons and Gordons to aclcnow- 
ledge his authority, he demanded tho unconditional 
surrender of the castle of Edinburgh. Kirkaldy, Hume, 1573, 
and Maitlaiid, the lords mho held it, refused to place Feb. 
themselves 'at the mercy of their enemy; and Drui'y, ^"' 
marshal of Berwick, arrived in the port of I-eith with an April 
English army, and a battering train, to enforce submis- ^^* 
sion. It was in vain that the besieged by a messenger, 
and Mary by her ambassador, solicited aid in men and 
money from tlie French king. Charles repliefl that cir- 
cumstances compelled him to refuse tho request. Should 
he grant it, Elizabeth would immediately send a fleet to 
the relief of La Rochellet. 

After a siege of thirty-foiir days the caatle was surren- June 
dered, not to Morton, but to Driiry and the queen of Eng- 9. 
land, on condition that the fete of the prisoners should be 
at her disposid^. Li a few days Maitland died of poison, 
■whether it was administered to him by order of Morton, 
as the queen of Soots asserts||, or had been taken by him- 
self to elude the malice of his enemies. His gallant 
associate Kirkaldy su^red soon afterwards tho punish- Aug. 
ment of a traitorTJ. The latter waa esteemed the best 8. 



§ "It Uiey l» 'not executed, at ledst the chielfstuF I 
"must tblnk Bed at) Oat it nlll grcBtl; bioder her 
mUegrew lo Bnr^iiei', IB June. Wright 1. 484. 

II Jtais^ lsU« Id BlBsknsod, npud Jebfa, il. 268. 

t Ow handnd persona (« Uie fUnllr of Klrkaldf, te 
(Meltidii, olferea to Morton 20,0(MM. Boots, im anoui^ 
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soldier, th f m th t bl 1 t , in Scot- 

land :1) bll dgthfl ftle age, iiad 

repeatedly d f ra p y t th her, witliotit 

regard t 1 t) I y Ity d M 1 il had been 
justly atla 1 i by p 1 t j lice in Ihe 

murder f D 1 y 

The 1 I tn F h d d many of the 

protesta t t tl ast n f t Germany 

and Switzerland r othora, from the western coast, had 
sought an asylum in England ; while the inhabitants of 
Poitou and the neighbouiiiig proiinces poured with 
their ministers into La RocheOe. The place, strong by 
nature, was still more streufithened by art. The en- 
thusiasm of the toivnsmen taught them to despise the 
Feb. eiforts of the besiegers under the duke nf Anjou ; but 
8*- their chief reliance was on the tleet, which the count of 
Mon^romery had collected in the hai'houi's of Plymouth 
and Falmouth, and on the vromises of aid which thiit 
nobleman had received from the English council. 
Charles indulged a hope that he might depiive them of 
this resource. At his request, and in opposition to the 
advice of her ministers, Elizabeth consented to become 
Rodmother to his infant daughter, and sent the earl of 
Worcester to present a font of gold, and to answer in 
her name at the baptism. This, in the estimation of 
the French reftirmers, was an act of aposlacy : their 
fanaticism urged thom to intercept the English squad- 
ron ; and. in the action which followed, some of the 
ambassador's attendants were slain, one of liis ships was 
taken and plundered, and he himself was put in jeopardy 
of his life. The French court improved the opportunity 
to despatch to England the marshal de Retz, before the 

• Miltlnml, stler his EtldDrier, complainFil, In d lellpr ta (be UM al 
CnrmlcliaeL, tliut ibe suDtence had b»D pcueumi by Mcnun. " fiir u dims. 
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queen's irritation had time to cool. He attempted to 
justify the conduct of Charles in the late massacre, and 
is said to have drawn from her an ocknowledn'ment thit 
Coligny had desei'Ved his fate, though it ought not to 
have involved so many of his foUoweis and to haie 
obtained a promise that she would leluse a loan of 
money to tbe envoys of the Rochelloia under the pie- 
tence that she had already refused a similar request 
made by the king. But when he pioceeded to demand 
that the hostile fleet collected at Plymouth should be 
dispersed, she referred him to her ministers, « ho rephed, 
that Englishmen had a right to trafiie whcie they 
jileased; and that, if they abused that right for other 
purposes, they might be treated as piratci> by the prince 
whom they had oifended. This evasion fuini hed a suf- 
ficient proof of tbe connexion between the council ind 
the insurgents*. 

Montgomery sailed ; was terrilied at the sight of theAprli 
French fleet, moored under the protection of forts ind ^^• 
batteries; and after a useless cmise of a lewdajsie 
turned to England. His failure made the queen repent 
that she had not acceded to the I'equest of Gondi. She 
acquainted Montgomery with her displeasure, that he 
had presumed to unfur! the English flag, and forbade 1574. 
him to anchor in the English ports. The next year heJuna 
was made prisoner in Normandy, and sufterefl in Paris ^^ 
the death of a traitor t, „ 

La Rochelle, however, was saved hy the heroism of -^i^ 
its inhabitants, and the iinpatienee of Anjou to take <)_ 
possession of the throne of Poland, to which he had been June 
elected by the national diet. Favourable terms were 2i. 
granted IM the besieged, and a new edict of pacificaiJon j^jy 
held out to France the promise of a respite Irom ciiil 6. 
and religious war ; but the prospect was soon darkened 
by a confederacy formed between the leaders of the 
huguenots and the marshals de Montmorency, da 

> Camden, 216. OaBlelnaii, tom. xW. 65. Hman. iii. 2t4. Sl^m da 
I'eBtat, ii. 181. il. SOU, 301. f Camden, 2?8. Daniel, s. 611. 
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CobbS, and Damfont, the catholic leaders of tlie pavty 

called the iwliticians. Both factions mndc it their 

3 !S 74. common object to seiza the person of the king, wliose 

FoIk health was rapidly decliiiin!i; to remove the queen 

• motUer and the duke of Guise from the royal councils, 

and to proclaim Aleiii^n the next heir to the crown, in 

place of his brother in Poland. But the conspiracy was 

detected and defeated by the vigilance and the decision 

of Catherine ; the inferior agents suffered on the scaf- 

Aptilfold; Montmorenc} and Cosse were comm tied to tie 

'"■ Bastile : and the dul e and the k )^ of Na a -e ve e so 

narrowly watched t court tl at fo ate nits to effect 

their escape foiled of success I all tl eie nt guei 

the Eni^lish ambassador acted an mpo 1 nt tho §1 

clandestine pai't, enco ag ng he malconte Is v tl the 

hope of succour from England and ad c Ale 900 

in the name of his sovereign, to put himself at the head 

May In a few days Charles IX died of a pulmonary corn- 
s'*- plaint. Catherino, whom he had appointed regent, 
pveaevved the crown for her second son the king of 
Poland ; but she was unable to prevent the factious 
proceedings of the malconlents in the provinces. The 
huguenots buund themselves by a solemn ens-'agoment 
to each other, and established a council at MiUaud in 
Rovergue, with power to appoint counsellors and com- 
manders, to determine the quota of men and money to 
be raised in each distiict, and to act as an independent 
authority in the heart of France. DumviUe, the osten- 
sible leader of the politicians, assembled the states of 

Aug. his government of Lantjuedoc, and concluded a treaty of 
"■ mutual defence with the council of Millaud. In these 

]575_ favourable circumstances, the duke of Alen^on, having at 

Sept. last effected hisescape,raised the standard of revolt; and 
IJ. Elizabeth, though she had renewed the treaty of Bloia 
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<a treaty offensive and defensive between the two 
OTOwns), advanced a considerable sum, to raise an army 
of German protestants for bis service. It vms not lonjr V>TS. 
before the king of NavoiTO also eluded iheThilanee ofFol'. 
hia guards; and she two princes jointly solit^ited the ^■ 
queen of England to declare publicly in their favour. 
The question of war was seriously debated in IheEnglish 
cabinet ; but the friends of peaoe formed the majority ; 
and Elizaber.h offered herself as mediatrix between the 
king of France and liia revolted subjects. Her efforts 
were seconded by the duke, who had Rrown jealous of 
the superior inHuence of the king of Navarie ; and a 
treaty was concluded, liy which the public eseraise of the Aprfi 
raformed worship was permitted with a few restrictions ; 21. 
an assembly of the states was promised for the future 
regulation of the kingdom ; and Alen90n obtained the ap- 
p g wh* h h dhe j yed bj h* Id b th d 

f tltpodssmdtltUfDkfAj 

Th 1 1 d ced by tl t tj f 1 t d 
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tl 1 1 tt mpts f th m + T H J 11 

these associations appeared encrooi^hments on the royal 
prerogative : he viewed them with alarm : hut his efforts 
to arrest their progress were useless ; and the project of 
uniting all tlie catholic associations into one general 
confederacy redaced him to the necessity of either 
joining one or other of the contending parties, or of 
remaining a king without consideration or authority. 157?. 
He placed his name at the head of the catholic league ;Feb. 

•nuvi]tt,333. LoflgB,iLl35.1«, Mutdin, aS-S, 289. IJE-JTS. Csin- 
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th TO J t) f Ih d p I t th ae bly f th 
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sentative of the king. This arbitrai-y act, subversive of 
the most valuable rights of the nation, filled up, in tlie 
estimation of the Flemish people, the measure of their 
gi'ievances. They closed their shops ; the usual trans- 
actions of trade were mteiruptel the markets re 
mained empty and in the most populous towns a 
geieral gloom prevailed indieatiie of the di content 
of the inhabilnats and ominous of Kubsaquent cala 

A number of small vess 1 had been successnelv 
eqi ipped by the Belgian malconlonts to ciu ae aganst 
the trade ot Spain Theu commindeis repei\ed com 
missions iiom the p\mee of Onnge and obeyed the 
immediate oidcrs of tl e count of La Mai que nho hid 
filed hia head qua teis at Do\er and thenc* di eel«l 
the ope ations of the fleet At Lnj,th Elizabeth e ther 
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at the remonstrance of Philip, or ia coniiivaTioe with 1573. 
I^ Marque, ordered that offii;er to quit her dominiona *. Feb. 
He sailed to the island of Horn, surprised the fortress *'■ 
of Brilie, and planted on its walls the standard of 
Belgian independence. His success encouraged the Aw. 
inhahiiants of Flushing to expel the Spanish garrison, 1. 
and to solicit aid both fiom the French pvoteslants 
and the English council. The former sent lliem a 
large hody of men; the latter supplied them with 
10,000£, and permitted Thomas Morgan to take with 
him three hundred volunteers, who were soon followed 
by nine companies of foot, under air Humphrey Gilheit, 
and a considerable supply of ammunition and cannon, 
Eneoiiiaged by the presence of these foreigners, many of 
the towns in Holland and Zeeland threw off the Spanish 

This insurrection, and the advice of the admiral 
Coligny, during the pacilication of France, had in- 
duced the prince of Orange to make another attempt 
to drive the Spaniards out of the Netherlands. His 
brother Louis, with the aid of the French huguenots, 
surprised and garrisoned Mons, the capital of Hain- 
au!t. Alva sat down before it with his army ; and the 
prince led twenty thousand Frenchmen and Germans toSept. 
raise the siege. Mons, however, surrendered : but 
Orange succeeded in penetrating as far as Fnchuyseu, 
where he was received with applause by the inhabitants 
of Holland and Zeeland, and appointed stadtholder of 
the two pi-ovinees %. 

The reader will have observed much inconsistency in 
the transactions of the English government with the 
kings of France and Spain. Tt arose from thedillferent 
opinions entert^ed by the queen and the comisellors whoia 
she principally trusted. Their chief object was the as- 
cendancy of the protestant cause in the catholic kingdoms. 
For tms purpose they mdntained a constant correspondenoa 
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with the chiefs of th p t t t g ts nd sought 

to render them ii I p d t f th p tive sove- 

reigns, both in th N tl 1 d d F ce. But 
Elizabetii was a gn h If th gh she ap- 

proved of the object, she deemed it a duty to uphold 
the rights and prerogatives of thrones, and feared that 
the precedent of successful rebellion might one day he 
retorted a^ain^t herself. Hence each vicissitude of 
fortune experienced by the insiugents abroad produced 
a change of measures in the queen's council at home. 
Sometimes she was induced to sacrifice her feelings to 
the i-epresenlations of her ministers ; often she eom- 
poUed the ministers to submit to hor will in opposition 
to their own judgment. 

From the moment that the prince of Orange assumed 
the government of Holland nnd Zeeluiid, Elizabeth 
began to view his designs with jealousy. and distrust. 
She was aware that his private interests, and his 
intimate connexion with the huguenots, would in- 
duce him to seek aid from France ; she believed that 
Henry HI. would grasp at the opportunity of an 
expedition into the Netherlands, as an expedient to 
establish tranquillity wibhin his own dominions ; and 
she di'eaded the annexation of tho seventeen provinces 
to France, as pregnant with danger to the commerce 
and independence of England. Indications were given 
r. of a partiality to the cause of Spain: the English fbrces 
• were recalled from Flushing*, and Guaras, the envoy of 
^■Alva, was admitted to treat with tlio lord treasurer t- 
'' Theee ministers, after some debate, declared that the 
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ancient friendsliip between the tivo crowns, Ihougli it 
had been for a time impaired, hud never been broken, 
and ai^reed that the commKvce between England and 
the Netheclaniia should he restored ; that Elizabeth 
should satisfy the Italian bankers, the original owners 
of the money which had been intereepted ; and that 
commissioners should be appointed on both sides, to 
determine, within two years, the demands of those who 
had suffered by the sequestration of merchandise in each 

Soon afterwards Alva was recalled, and succeeded by 
Requesens, commendator of Castile, who, though he Dec. 
possessed not the martial abilities of his predecessor, 2. 
inflifiled seveie injuries on the insurgents, and sought 
by condescension to sooth the discontent of the people. 
He oultivated with assiduity the friendship of Elizabeth ; 
ratified the accord of the commissioners appointed in J 5 74. 
pursuance of the treaty with his predecessor; expelled Aug. 
at her request the English exiles from the provinces ; '" 
and obtained from her an order for the arrest of all 
armed vessels belonging to the insurgents in her do- 
minions, and for their future exclusion fromtho English 
ports +. 

The queen had now adopted a new line of policy. 
She had hitherto consented to foment, at present she 
laboured to compose, the differences between Philip and 
his revolted subjects ; and the king, at her solicitation, 
agreed to an armistice, preparatory to an intended 
negociation J. But the prince of Orange persisted inOet> 
rejecting both her advice and her remonstrances, till the l^- 
revival of the civil wars in France extinguished the 
hope of aid fivam that country, and convinced him that 

• Muniin, 773, 77*- Camden, 272. Thft nunil>^v of Spanish meicliitnl- 
Bien declined In the Englisb ports wne B3, valued at },190,<)00 ducBla. 
Gonulei. Hem. 379. 

i CBmdrn. 993, 296. Cemden ftlribuiea lu 1iitn the dluolutioD at the 
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the friendship of Elizabeth was his last and best resource, 
1576.Thtee deputies were accordingly seat to England, not to 
■ announce liis willingness to an accommodation with 
Philip, but to offer the sovereignty, and, if that were 
refused, the protectorship, of Holland andZeeland to the 
queen, as the raptesentative of tbeir ancient pi'inces by 
her descent from I'hilippa of Hainault, the consort of 
Edward III. At first the offer Hattered her pride and 
ambition ■ soon, however, her resolution bej^an to waver. 
Could she sanction this transfer of allegiance from one 
prmoe to anotiier without injury to hev reputation, or 
dinger to herself? She asked the advice of her coun- 
Eellors, and the diversity of tbeir opinions added to Uer 
pei[)lexity. It was observed that she grew taciturn and 
pee\i>ih , the amusements uf tlie court were 3uspende<l ; 
and day after day was employed in secret consultation. 
Tl ult was a communication to the deputies, that 

tl q could not in honour or conscience accept their 

If but tliat she would employ her best services to 
ec 1 them with their sovereign*. 
M R ij sens soon afterwai-ds died, and the government 

1 1 d on the council of state. No provision had 
b n de fur the payment of the troops: they mutinied, 
■lied at liee quarters on tlie natives, and by the sack oF 
Nov. Antwerp provoked the states to provide for their own 
* safety. Representatives from the cleigy, nobilily, cities, 
and districts of all the catholic provinces but Luxem- 
buri;h, met the deputies of tlie two pi'otestant states ot 
Si Holland ami Zceland: and a confederacy, called the 
Pacification of Ghent, was formed, by which, without 
renouncing their allegiance to Philip, they bound them- 
selves to expel all foreign soldiers, to preserve the public 
peace, to aid each other against every opponent, and to 
restore to its pristine vigour the constitution enjoyed by 
their fathers t. On the very day of the sack of Antwerp 
a new governor had arrived in Luxemburgh, Don Juan 

• Cixmden. S97— S99. Mutdiii,7J8. Lodge, 11. 136. 
t Du Maul, V. 379. 
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of Austria, the illegitimate son of the lata emperor 
Charles v.* He came encircled with the laurels which Dec 
he had won from the Turks in the great hattle of 
Lepanto, but the jealousy and obstinacy of the states 
compelled him to submit to the terms which they dic- 
tated, and by tha persuasion of the secretary Escovedo, 
and with the approbation of Philip, he dismissed the 
Spanish army, and ratified the Pacification of Ghent. ^^• 
This concession, which was known by the name of " the j^" 
" perpetual edict," surprised and disconcerted the prince 
of Orange, who, with the states of Holland and Zeeland, 
protested against it os not sufficiently exphoit, and Feb. 
received in return a satisfactory explanation froni the ^'^■ 
Btates generall. Bot Don Juan soon perceived that with- yj^., 
out an army he possessed only the name of governor : at 1. 
Brussels his authority was no match for the influence of 
the prince of Orange ; and the discovery of a real or 
pretended conspiracy against his life induced him to 
quit that city, and to reiire to the strong fortress of 
Namur. There he assumed a bolder tone, called on 
every faithful Belgian to support the representative of 
his sovereign, and to rally round the standard of Philip. 
A renewal of hostilities was now inevitable. The 
governor recalled from Italy the Spanish troops whom 
he had so recently dismissed the prince solicited aid of 
men and money from England Elizabeth betrayed her 
usual irresolution. On the one hand, was it for her, a 
sovei-eign herself, toencourage lesibtancelo the authority 
of a sovereign? On the other, was it safe for her to 
suiferthesuhjugaiionof those states whom she had aided 
in their first strugjjles for their hbeilies' To escape 
from the dilemma, she earnestly eshorted both parties 
to observe with fidelity tlie " perpetual edict," as a 
compromise which effectually provided for the rights of 
the sovereign and of the people. 
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Juan of Austria was a prince of restless and aspiring 
mind. When he was torn from Ills imaginary kingdom 
of Tunis by ihe eommand of Philip, he amused or con- 
soled his disappoiniment with another visionary project, 
that of winning for himself the crown of England. For 
this purpose the pope should supply him with a force of 
6000 mercenaries under pretence of aiding the knights 
of Malta: he wouldjoin them at sea withseverol Spanish 
regiments, and land in England: the friends of the 
Scottish queen woidd hasten to his standard; that 
princess would be lihetated from prison ; a marri^e 
would follow, and Juan and Mary would become king 
and queen of Scotland, and evcntuallj of England. When 
he laid this plan before the pontiff, Gregory gave to it 
his afisent : but the moment it was submitted to Philip that 
monarch rejected it, without hedtation. Don Juan, he 
said, was now governor of the Netherlands, with matters 
of higher moment to claim his immediate attention ■ but 
his former project had been betrayed to the prince of 
Orange, who hastened to communicate the intelligence 
to Elizabeth, assured her that the recall of the Spanish 
force ftom Italy was part of the plan which had never 
been abandoned; and after several messages extotted 
her reluctant consent to a treaty, by which she became 
security for a loan of 100,000/. to the states, and engaged 
to supply them with an army of 1000 horse and 5U0O 
foot, on condition that they should not make peace with- 
out hei- consent, nor afford anasylum to her rebels within 
Dec. their territories*. To excuse tijis hostile proceeding to 
^^' others, perhaps to herself, the queen assured the Spanish 
monarch that she had no other object in view but his 

• Marf»i. 990. 779. Cnmd. 311-15. 350. Tlman. iii. 55r. Strail»,l. 
iii.an. 1676. B™:li6lti, lii. BiO. M.iITci li«s n sinsal.ir addition. " E 
" qiiando do van. Bi poleiw ollmere. si nicesse opem di creoro e RriiiuH) 
" n publiHimeDle 11 ftawllo del «ole &l VinclOD, lionio <Li Mc riDceifl. ed 
- acL'BtlD a quel i>opi>li." MolTFi, Annnli diQrpgoiiiiXlII. l.-v. No. Sfl. 
EeealM Uoniplncii, Hist. PantifloatAi GregoriiXIII. p. S36. ortliii 
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interest and her own security, that is, la preserve the 
Netherlands from Freuch invasion, and herself from 
the hostility of his brother ; that she had exacted from 
the Belgians a promise not to throw off their allegiance 
to the nrown of Spain ; and that she would herself turn 
hor ai-ms against them, if they should ever violate that 
promise. Philip subdued his feelings, affected to believe 
her protestations, and expressed a hope that through her 
mediation tranquilUty might be restored. 

The states had chosen for governor the ai'chduke 
Matthias, a young prince, hrother to ttie emperor Rodolph ; Nov 
but be possessed little more than the title; the real ''' 
authority was vested in the prince of Orange, with the 
subordinate rank of lieutenant-general *. On the otier 
hand, Don Jwan had been rejoined by the Spanish troops, 
under the command of the celebrated Farnese prince of 
Parma. Offeusive operations were resumed; andthe'578i 
decisive victory of Gemblours spread oonsternatiou •'^j'' 
through every province of the wnion. Tiie states ap- 
plied for additional aid to the German princes and the 
queen of England, and afterwards to the French dute 
of Anjou. 1°. Casimir, brother of the elector Palatine, 
crossed the Rhine to their succour, with 12, OilO Germans, 
levied and paid with English gold. His followers were 
chielty protestants ; with them, as with the native 
protestaiits, it was a sacred duty t« put dovi-n idolatry ; 
and therefore, wherever they found themselves the more 
powerful, they united in abolu=hing the catholic worship, 
and indicting severe injuries on the catholic inhabitants. 
The Walloons were the first to complain. They dis- 
covered that they had only exchanged the despotism of 
Philip for the still more intolerable despotism of native 
and foreign fanatics. Why should they not return to 
the obedience of their lawful sovereign, provided he 
would secure to them the enjoyment of their national 
liberties? Don Juan profited by these sentiments : he 
received them as liege subjects of Philip ; and, when 
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Casitnirapproachedliislines.opposedtohimaodeterminad 
a front, that the German deemed it prudent to withdraw, 
2°. With respect to Anjou, he received tiie deputies with 

Aug. pleasure, and concluded witb them a treaty, by which it 
20. was agreed, that he should lead a French array into the 
Netliedands to the aid of the states, should receive three 
towns ia HainauU and Artoia for his own security, and 
shoulil be at liberty to form an independent state for 
himself out of such conquests as he might males on the 
south of the Meuse. He kept his word at the head of 

Sept. 10,000 men; took Binche by assault, and prevailed on 
Maubeuge to open its gates. But here his progress 
terminated; and he attributed his forbearance to his 
deference to the queen of England, to whose hand he 
still aspired, and whose jealousy of the designs of the 
French court induced her to object to the presence of a 
powerful army under a French prince in the Nether- 

Oct. Tlie deatli of Don Juan at this period proved of no 

1. detriment to the Spanish interests. He was succeeded 

by Famese duke of Pai'ma, his equal in the field and 

his superior in the cabinet. The prince of Orange, in 

despah: of- holding together the entire confederacy, 

summoned a meeting of the northern states at Utrecht, 

1,^79. in which was fonned a new association, afterwards known 

Jan. as the republic of the united provinces. Farnese,on the 

23- other hand, attached the Walloon provinces to Spain, by 

May a solemn promise that the perpetual edict should bo 

!■'■ faithfully observed, and the foreign, force replaced by a 
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native armj*. He met with no opposition from Anjou, 
whose followers, having been engaged to serve only 
for three months, were i^sbanded, whilst the prince 
himself turned his thoughts from conquests in the June 
Netherlands to a marriage with the queen of Bng- 25, 
land. Daring the last summer he had sounded 
her inclination by several messengers; now he requested 15784 
permission to send to her his fevourite Simier, Eliza- Oct, 
heth would rather have seen the principal than the 2?. 
t Sh d d fii It hut at last consented to 

h m p d d h m ithout parade, and kept 
ecth bjtfh iss nt. But Simier soon 
m h d p! f 1 really felt as she pre- 

t d d H 11 d th accomplishments of a 

1 li m hia wit and his gallantry made 

tib! p Th ce in the week he was 

dm tt 1 t th q p te parties ; and it was 

b ed th t h ppea ed so cheerful and so 

1 ppy h mp yt B her counsellors it was 

he!ie\ed that she leve led t h m secrets of state : and 
the tongue of slander whispered suspicions of the inno- 
cence of their meetings §. Tlie result, however, showed 
that Simier wooed successfully for his master. Aware 
that his chief obstacle was the inHuence which Leicestei- 
possessed over her heart, he made it his first object to 
wean Elizabeth from her affection for that nobleman, by 
disclosing to her the secrets of his amours, and informing 
her of his recent marriage with the relict of lie iate earl 
of Essex, a marriage hitherto concealed from her know- 
ledge. The queen was mortified and irritated : it mas 
in vain that her con&dante, Mrs. Ashley, spoke in 

•DuMoDl.T.Sas. S50. 

t MiHlo'sM, He WM aniPtPtiis l8vit»libii8, tBcfUis et anlicU ilio- 

lUjEUDiE Siniier. rulnnt traurardeduil enlacWiiLb^ d^uue dume, ua vuiia 
Id baislH et nB<« udtec Iny da dlienei prliBaUas dc&faDiiBBEN ; luaiH 
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fevoui" of LeicBsler. "What," replied Elizabeth, " shall 
" I so far forget myself as to prefer a poor servant of 
" my own maUing to the first princes in Christendom ?" 
The eai'l added to her displeasure by his indiscretion 
and impatience. He attributed the influence of the 
envoy to philtres and witchcraft ; and occasionally let 
fall threats of personal vengeance. But the queen 
ordered him to be confined at Greenwich ; and by pro- 
clamation took under her special protection all the mem- 
bers of the French embassy *. Atfempls to prevent the 

1579, marriage bad been made by harangues from the pulpit; 

Apfil hut the pulpit, the usual engine of political agitation in 

^' that age, was silenced by authority f, and the articles of 

a preparatory treaty were discussed between tlio agent 

and ilie queen's ministers. At length, wearied with their 

June objections ^id delays, Simier applied for a final answer 

^^- to Elizabeth herself, who eluded the question by replying 

that she could not make up her mind to marry one 

whom she had never seen. The bint however was fallen; 

and the duke himself, travelling in disguise, without 

Seiyt. previous notice arrived at Greenwich. Elizabeth was 
surprised and gratified : his youth, gaiety,and attention, 
atoned for the scars with which the small-pox had 
furrowed his countenance ; and, afVer a private courtship 
of a few days, he departed with the most flattering 
expectations of success, both with regard to his intended 
marriage and to his pretensions in the Netherbnds. 

Oct At the royal command, the lordsofthe council assembled; 
'■i- they (leliUerated the gieater part of the week ; but, 
j_ unable to agree, they waited on their sovereign, request- 
ing to be made acquainted with her inclination, and 
promising, whatever it might be, to further it to the best 
of their power J, The love-sick queen burst into tears. 
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She had expected, she said, that tiiey would have unani- 
mously petitioned her to marry ; but she waa Bimple, 
indeeii, to confide so delicate a matter to such counsellois ; 
they might depart, and come again when her mind 
should be more composed. That afternoon aiid the 
next day she vented, in bitter and vituperative language, 
her displeasure against the supposed adversaries of the 
marriage ; the coun '1 h t d 1 comm g ' 

ation with Sim h m tl e d k h d 1 ft f th t 

purpose ; and p 1 mm y t e, ty w ft m 

hesitation, concl d d ^ 

During this j th gh n th f th t di ^^ 

parties in the N h 1 d U bo t f i 

cess, the halanc as tl hi f f Ph 1 p 

who, in the follovim„ spimg, publ h d th 1 b t d 1580, 
ban, hy which he declared the prince of Orange a Mar. 
traitor, and promised a reward of 25,000 crowns to the "' 
man who should take him prisoner, or deprive him of 
lifef. The prince, oa the other hand, publicly re- 
nounced his allegiance, and prevailed on the northern 
states to issue a declaration that Philip, by his invasion July 
of their liberties, had forfeited his right to the sove- 5- 
reignty. This they followed by an appeal for protection 
to England and France: and, that they might secure 
the protection of both crowns, they made an offer of the 
government of their country to the duke of Anjou, St. 
Alde^onde was despatched to make the tender to that 
prince, and returned with two instruments, the one 
public, by which he notified liis acceptance of that high Sept^ 
office ; the other sei:ret, by which he engaged to sign a 39. 
deed ti'ansferring to the prince the two provinces of 
Holland and Zeeland. In Belgium, this event was 
celebrated with public rejoicings, though the fanaticism 
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of the protesfant soldiers. \ b h h 

of their catholic allies, ahe d d eed d 

union. In France, Ihe d as d q y f 

Nqv. mediator, to bring about n m da b ween 

26. the king his brother and F an and 

adventurers from both cr d n b n b 

favour of the presumptive h h ff d 

him their services in his pro ed p d n h 

Low Countries. They were cd ed n h m 

in readiness near the north n n 

On the first intelligence xa S A d 

gonde. a new difficulty sugg d ts was u ed 

to the mind of Elizabeth. To give to Anjou the sove- 
reignty of the Low Countries was, in all probability, to 
annex thera to the crown of France, an addition of 
■wealth and teri'itoiy which might prove fatal to the ttade 
and dangerous (o the independence of England. If she 
■were to permit if, would not her acquiescence be attri- 
buted to her passion for the duke? And, if after that 
she were to mai-ry him, would not her marriage be as 
hateful in the eyes of her subjects as had been that 
of her sister Mary with Philip of Spain? She wrote 
immediately to the ambassador Stafford, that " the banes 
" of her nuptial feast should not be savoured with the 
"sauce of her subjects' wealth;'' that Anjou "must 
" not procure her harm, whose love ha sought to win ;" 
and that he ought " to suspend his answer to the states, 
" till be had sent some of quality and trust to commu- 
" nicate and concur with that she might think best for 
"both their honours 1-." How this objection was re- 
KCi-ud, iccfl not appear J. But tlie queen was not only 
induced to consent ; she moreover made him a present 
of 100,000 crowns, and added a hint of her willingness 

• Benllvoglio, IL aa 33, 3i. Cabrers, 113. Du Mow, •. 86a S8», 



Hosted bvGoogle 



CHAP. I!.] RECEIVES HER PROMISE. 129 

to resume the treaty of mairnge Not a moiuei t was 
lost, A apli,nii[d embaasy w 1h the pr nee dauphin of 
Ause ^ne at sis lipi! hastened fiom the F ench eoiirl: 
as the ascended the Tliiraea thej weie welcomed by 
the lords and the civ c aulhor ties from their ba gea; 
the ciow Is on the bai ks hailed 11 em with ehouta of \^81. 
congratulation ini they landed under a saho of ar- ,''2 
tiUeiy fiom the Tower They hid come with the per- 
suasion that Ihit queen really condemned hei former 
inoonstaaey* to tl eii astoni'ihment thty learned that 
ehe had recently d sto\ered a newohjeoton to mairy 
Aftjou, after his aoeeplance of the sovereignty, would 
necedsarily entail on her a wat with Philip, whom his 
late acquisition of Portugal had rendered the most 
ibfuiidable pcinee in Europe ; she therefore proposed, 
by her ambassador in Fi'ani^e, to conclude in lieu of tho 
mari'iige a leajijue defensive and offensive between the 
two crownst- Henry endeavoured to suppress his vexa- -^"B" 
tion ; but to the importunities of the English envoys he ^\ 
always returned the same answer, that he was ready to 
subscribe such a league, whenever ELizabelh should 
liave fulfilled her promise to his brother. His obstinacy 
at length prevailed ; a treaty, grounded on that which 
had been drawn by Gardiner for the marriage between 
Philip and Mary, was concluded, and the term of six 
weeks was assigived for the time of the celebration of 
the contract, but with this extraordinary provision, that 
Bilher party should be at liberty to recede, if certain 

f ' DiRKi. SSI. 3M, <IOft. 'Egenoa,m-8. Cnmisn.SH. AtUuilfiatb 
or Heii^ (BLst JaiL, 1G80), EsrdiDBl HrahMihi^ and kinii at PurtuKi), tl>e 

B«iia.llves oT Edwuil the juun^tt bratiier at Hiv (IccensKl mmutDli : but 
th» erowu ITU dl»en. In a jiopulut mraliiii! at Santarem, 10 dun Antoniu, 

Philip of Sp in. ttis mull-' lixir ill liis mnthrr, an eUar aitln. Id lbs 
i|>si:i-4r inj-^glildiivi Philip eooiueniil tlie vhole klnjfdDHi, villi -Hie 

Aiii')»iii Tlini piln.^x hjiil cmar ti> ^u^lauil. imd Httidled th« aU Of 
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matters, respecting a league of perpetual amity, ehould 

not be accotxled within that period to their mutual satis- 

June faction. The sii weeks passed away ; Elizabeth was 

II. still iiTBsolute, and Anjou, having ccossed the frontier 
Aug. "-t the head of 16.000 men, and diiven the prince of 

11. Parma from the siege of Cambray, hastened, at her 
Nov. request, (o England. She received him with every 

!'■ demonstration of the moat ardent attachment; and 
gave him a promise, wi-itten with her own hand (ex- 
acting at the same time a similar promise from him) to 
look upon his enemies as her own ; to assist him in all 
cases in which he should require it, and not to treat 
with the king of Spain witliout his consent *. Soon 

1?. after she had celebrated the anniversary of her acces- 
sion, in the presence of the foreign ambassadors and of 
the English nobility, she placed a ring on his finger, 
.sa^ng, that by that ceremony she pledged herself to 
become his wife ; and commanded the bishop of Lincoln, 
the earls of Sussex, Bedford, and Leicester, and Hatton 
and 'Walsingham, to subscribe a written paper, regu- 
lating the rites to be obsei-ved, and the form of contract 
to be pronounced liy both parties at the celebration of 

22. the marriage +. Every doubt was expelled from the 
minds of the spectators ; Caatelnau hastened to inform 
the king of France; St. Aldegonda sent an express with 
the intelligence to the states ; and the union of the 
queen and the duke, as if it had already been so- 
lemnized, was celebrated at Brussels with fire-works, 
discharges of artillery, and the usual demonstrations of 

joy- 
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A.D. 1581.] WHICH lil 

Though Leicester, W il gh m d H tt t tl 
royal pommaml, had put th g t to th p p 

tliey had previously, but tl g d w pi 

of opposition. When E! 1 ' ■ ■ 

ment in the evening, she 
sighs of her female attend t 
conjuced her to pause b f 
into the gulf of evils whi h wa 

eJtaggerated the dangers t h 1 m t i yea 
were exposed in childbed h td tth \ bblty 
that a young husband widf k gdff 

more youthful caistress; p t d t b Ih bj 

tions of her subjects to th t 1 t f g d 

prayed her not to sully h f f m p t t 

princess, by marrying a p p h h b d 

The duke, in the mora g d mes f m 

the queen, and hastened to p y his pect. t h p 
posed bride. He found h p 1 d t T 

more such nights as the 1 t h t Id h m w Id 
sign her to the greve. &h h 1 passed t tl d p t 
anguish of mind ; in a t t II t h tw 1 

inclination and her duty. Hmt ttlkUth 
affection ibr him was dim led H 11 po dh 

heart: but the prejudice f h 
superable bar to their i 
struggle, determined to f 

the tranquillity and the i It 

When Anjou would h 
present, came to the ad f 
merated the common obj t 
insisted chiefly on the di p 3 
in her forty-ninth year. Wh 
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of issue, what reasonable bj 
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tioge? Besides, the contract was conditional: it re- 
mained to be seen whether the king of France would 
ratify the terms on which it had been concluded. With 
the answer or the duke we ttre not acquainted ; bnt he 
returned to his apartment pensive and irritated, and, 
throwing from h i g ! m 1 th t th m 

of England 1 n hi nd j tl 

waves which rcl 1 th Id 

The news f th espo I h d qu Uy 1 m d th 
aealots of b th 1 g la F t as p ced 

from the p )p t th t Ih n ag f tl p mpti 
heir to the m n 1 y th n h 1 p p 

tended noth b 1 ss tl tl p ly d w t I f th 
church. In En I nd h p h mp d tl 

countrymen wtlthJ wld ddlig 

aooQ had i-easo t nd th n f Uy B th t 

which chiefly irrilaled the queen waa the bold and in- 
flammatoi-y language of a libel written by Stubbs, of 
Lincoln's inn. It accused the ministers of ingratimde 
to their country, the queen of degeneracy from hei'former 
virtue ; charged the French nation in general, and the 
duke of Anjou in particular, with the most odious vices ; 
and described the marriage as an impious and sacri- 
legious union between a daughter of Godandasonof the 
devil. Elizabeth, by proclamation, cleared the chaj/ae- 
ter of Anjou and his minister Simier, and ordered the 
libellous pamphlet to be burnt by the public executioner. 
The author, publisher, and printer, were, in vinue " of 
" a good and necessarye lawe," passed in the first year 
of the queenf, condemned in the court of the King's 
Bench to lose their right hands, and to he Imprisoned 
during the royal pleasure. The printerwas pardoned; the 
other two, having petitioned in vain for mercy, suffered 
their punishment in the market-place of Westminster. 

• For llii'SD particulais, see Camden, 375, 3-6. Nevcva, L &32. E54, 



Hosted bvGoogle 



CIIAP. IT.] HIS DEPAHTUBi; AND 1)E4TH. 133 

SCubbs, the moment his riglit hand waa lopped ofT, unco- 
vered his head with the left, and waving his cap, .ex- 
claimed, " Long live the queen * 1'' 

The duke of Anjou had demanded leave to depart. 
But the amorous queen could not bear the idea of sepa- 
ration. She requested him to remain, assured him of 
her intention \o marry him hereafter t, sent messengers 
to renew the uegociation in Paris, \oaded him with ca- 
resses in pnbliu aa woll as iu private J, and invented 
daily uew plans of amusement to reconcile him to her 
capricious delays J. Thus three months rolled away. 
The godly were scandalized; the ministers di'eaded the 
result ; the states of Belgium impatiently demanded 
the presence of their new sovereign ; and the duke him- 
self began to feel the ridiculous part which he was com- 
pelled to act, At last his patience was exhausted, and 1&S2. 
he announced to the queen the day fixed for his depar- *'^''- 
ture, founding his resolution on the necessity of his pre- 
sence iu Belgium ||. Elizabeth remonstrated, vented 
hei displeasure on the states by calling their deputies 

• Camden. 37S. »UEn Antlqiin-, 1. 143. U9 1E3. 153. 
+ ;■ 11 f 8|i*ve, Toiro s'assutr. iTi'iuy qu'il ra':i Bscril, qn'ila ie marimont 
eDsenibU',deventqu'ileapan>'." Hen. lILlo St-Goer, Nm. S7. Eyer- 



hur of t1i4 tQL'mair ihIIa lis that tliDv speot thHir lime toKeUier, aad tliat 
liD proved her affection to him by " D^lterx, pilvuutei, ciLri»se9, vl mig- 



FiTiiD thiB paaaaye iho iDi*)^aatioii ol Wl^uker has vorm aeUaaga. uitl 

(On Kw ysar's day tlie dake amterl lilmieir maah at a lonnnuneBt. 
The nomeut It woa over tlw qiieoD ran In lilin, saluled him reiieateitly in 
publlo. oarl led him by the hand lo hit bed-cliumber, Ihol he might repow 

Nepers, 555-557^ """"' " '"™° """^ '"' 

(Egerlon. S60. The queen- inolher, eiliier to provoke it decidon ftom 
ubelh, o[ Tvi tnmn utliec leasDn of Kuls, had iicupuBi'd a marciaEe be- 

[epreteui^. 'Egect.^ 
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"des coquins/' and then yielded an unwilling assent on 
condition thnt lie should promise to return within a 
montli. At Canterbury she parted from liim in tears. 
As he pursued bis journey to Sandwich, he received 
from her repeated messages of inquiry after liis health ; 
and the moment he embarked, the earl of Sussex fol- 
lowed him on board, with a most ui^ent request that he 
would I'eturn immediately to the queen. But it was 
Feb. then too late. He sailed for Flushing: sfie sought to 
8. bury her sorrows in privacy, studiously avoiding the 
very sight of Whilehali, that the place might not ob- 
trude upon her mind the recollection of the happy hours 
which die had spent in his company *. 

JFor greater distinction, Elizabeth had ordered the 
earl of Leicester, with six lords, as many knights, end a 
numerous train of gentlemen, to accompany the dulse, 
not only to the sea-side, but as far as the city of Ant- 
werp. There he was solemnly invested with the ducal 

19. mantle as duke of Brabant, and aflerwards at Ghent was 
Aug. crowned as earl of Flanders. During the sumuier, 

20. aided by England and France, he opposed, with che- 
quered success, the attempts of the prince of Parma; 
but, observing that the states were jealous of his follow- 
ers, and Ibat the real authority was possessed not by 
himself, but by the prince of Orange, he conceived the 

1583. idea of giving the law to bis inferiors, by seizing on the 
Jan- same day most of the principal towns in the country, 
^- 'i"he attempt ftiiled in almost every instance; many 
Jime thousands of his followers were slain ; and he escaped, 
26. disheartened and ashamed, into IVanoe. His death, 
1584.ftfter a long indisposition, at Chateau Thierry, whether 
June i[ (vere caused by poison, or intemperance, or disappoitit- 

• "ThBdeprtniBmBinoumdin hetwisl lier hJEhnras aiiil Monsuie: 



','eTs, tsa. S65. EgecUiu.aei. 



. LordTnlbol, Heb.' 

<<1 l>y tbe niUhoI of the Fnneh M< 
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ment, freed the queen from a passion, which probably 
would have led lior into a vepelitioo of her amorous 
follies *. 

Exactly a month after the death of Anjou, and four 
years nfter tl:e publication of the ban. by Philip, the 
prince of Orange, the founder of Belgian independence, 
perisheil at Delft, by a pistol-shot from the hand of Bal- July 
thazar Gerard, a Burgundian adtentnrer. The assassin "*• 
had no personal grief to avenge: it was fanaticism, with 
the prospect of rewaiij, that urged him to the blowly 
deed. The most dreadful tortures were invented to 
punish the criminal ; but he bore them for four succes- 
Eive days with an air of defiance and triumpb. He de- 
nied that he was a murderer. He had only done the 
duty of a loyal subject ; he had executed on a rebel the 
doom pronounced against him by his sovereign. Philip 
felt no remorse foj his own part in the assassination of 
the prince — that he persuaded himself was not a crime, 
but an act of justice— but he seems to haveshedafew 
tears over the fate of the man who bad so fearlessly sa- 
crificed himself n 1 !■ 

Before I cond d th h pte I must call the atten- 
tion of the read to th t t f Ireland, where, at the 
accession of El beth tl of government were 

held by the earl f Su x l- nder Mary he had called 1560 
a parliament t t hi h d r Elizabeth he called Jan- 
another to aboh h th th 1 w rship. It was enacted ^^ 

■ E^Ilon, 277. So much was iha alill »(lnoliea w him, (hot an May 



^..= „, M-..._...o - ' Mnrdin, 397. 408- CasHlnnu 

btwia Bntlinciny to her " ntrenie denlL et ennuy" Hi It. SeciIoii, 157. It 

ment whicb elie laiiahed on ths duka were diclnted bf poUcj only, nnd 
nQlWalfecUon! llicimhtliBjiuij tlmt bHb ffiionied bit Jiltemiit on iSe 
Nethetloqda throuuh hoatllll^o Spain, and HirnesUj bnl ftuLlleaaly od- 
Tiud HcDty IlLlanssDmii thesovccFittnty lertva<:iAtBtU>adea,lli<iCliiB 
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that tlie Irish should ho reformea after the mode) of the 
English church ; hut both the nobility and the people 
abhorred the change ; and the new statutes were carried 
into execution in those places only where they could be 
enforced at the point of the bayonet *. 

Among the aboriginal Irish, the man who chiefly ex- 
cited the jealousy of the guvemment was Shane O'Neil, 
the eldest among the legitimate children of the earl o( 
Tyrone. Henry VIII. had granted fha succession to 
Matthew, a bastard son ; hut Shane claimed the chieF- 
tainryof Ulster as his right, and the natives honoured 
and obeyed him as the O'Neil. Through the sugges- 
tion of Susses he consented lo visit Elizabotli. and to 

1562. lay his pi-etensions before her. At the Englisb court 
Jan. he appeared in the dress of his country, attended by his 
guard, who were armed with their battle-axes, and arrayed 
in linen vests dyed with saffron +. The queen was pleased, 
and, though she did not confirm his claim, dismissed 
aim with promises of fkvour. Sometimes he rendered 
the most useful seiVices to the English government; at 
other times he revenged severely the real or imaginary 
injuries which be received. He was of a turbulent but 
generous disposition, proud of his name and importance, 
and most feelingly alive lo every species of insult. At 

1SB5. last he broke — perhaps was driven — into acts of open 
rebellion ; repeated losses compelled him to seek refuge 
among the Scots of Ulster, equally enemies to the na- 
tives and the English ; and the Irish chieftain was basely 



fThennlive Irish ok dlridfid into EuUoglaK^i nnd )Lfine>byt^flc1e- 
pnty,Seid...ier.iDnl»li:rtoH<.iicyVllL He di'^ribn tl.t-m Iht^ : -oae 
'^MrtehBharnfBMNiinniKjleKn.HK.i.MiiellM.lu.vlni! Btery of Ih™ Ua 
■■ ■ ' ■" ™, aad iliev ba 



■■ tl» bviikfc, but bure nsksil Eavine Ihri Elinrlea. nnd ihoie har; dartas 
" and diorte huwuB, nbich Borte (if people bt batliE barrly'aud dElyrmr td 
'^ oeidLe woddn or uiutuflVB, In the wbieha tlipy he boTdtf lo hu bpauiu. ' 
St, Pap. lU. 44«. 
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assassinated liy his new friends, at the instigation of 1567. 
Piers, an English ofHeer. By act of parliament theJulj. 
name, with the dignity of O'Neil, was extinguished for 1569. 
ever; to assume It was made h^h treason ; and the 
lands of Shane and of all his adherents, comprising one- 
half ofUlsler, were vested in the crown, with some tri- 
fling exceptions, in favour of a few loyalists *. 

But the reduction of Ulster did not secure peace in 
Ireland. The tuthulence of the native chieftains, whe- 
ther of Irish or English origin, precipitated them conti- 
nually into loL'al wars ; and their attachment 1o the ca- 
tholic faith alienated tliem from a government by which 
their religion was proscribed. In every province inaur- 
reotions broke out, but were everywhere suppressed, 
sometimes with greater, sometimes with less difficulty. 
The general punishment was the forfeiture of the lands 
of the delinquents ; but it was found to be more easy to 
pronounce thati to enforce such punishment. On this 
account su' Thomas Smith, the secretary, suggested to 
the queen a new plan, to colonize the fbrfeited districts 
■with English settlers, who, having an interest in the 
, soil, would be willing to oppose the natives without ex- 
pense to the crown. 

The experiment was made : lands were granted to the 1572. 
bastard son of the projector and to other adventurers ; 
and the consequence was, that the distvicta of which 
they took possession were reduced to the state of a wilder- 
ness by endless and destructive wars between the new 
settlers and the native inhabitants t. The failure, how- 
ever, vim attributed not to any defect in the system, but 
to the limited scale ou which it had been tried. Waller 
Devei-eus, earl of Essex, offered ti 

• Csmden, 153-1S6. Ityis. 
Dn; hoB Puticu til? icregubr n 
aummoDBd. Iq the lav, onl; t-.. ......... ...s. ».... ». .......-, ^-^.^ »»»....(.«.., 

loreturo lepresmliuivMi iu Ibis, ao oompliint boing maiie, tha jnilgn 
wm eonsuLted, and sevoral TeinrsKmlnlivEB seat bv bciwiglii not inBo^a. 
mad, sort suioe officen. vha hnd ntuDed thamialvei, wen ejeiiMd, Sas 
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With ll^OO men the district of Clanhuboy, in the province 
of Ulafer. By a contriict lietween him and Elizabeth it 
was agreed tliat each should furnish an equal share of 
the expense ; and that the colony should be equally di- 
vided between them, as soon aa it had been planted with 
2000 settlers. Essex was dazzled with the splendid 
prospect before him; and his enemies at court stimu- 
lated him with predictions of success, though they had 
no other view than to rerQo\e him from the presence of 
the quoen. 'When he had mortgaged his estates, and 
proceeded in the enterprise till it would be ruinous to 
retrace his steps, they began to thiow unpodiments in 
1S73. his way. The summer was almost past before he could 
reach Ireland. There Fitzwilhama, the lord deputy, 
objected to his powers; the natnes, under Pheliin 
O'Neil, opposed a formidable resistance * , and it was 
discovered that the provisions furnished by the queen 
were unsound, and her troops ill provided with arms. 
He maintained himself with difficulty durmg the winter ; 
but the lords Daci'e and Rich, most of the gentlemen, 
and many of the- common soldiers, with or without per- 
mission, returned to England. In the spring the enter- 
prise was abandoned; and the oarl consented to aid tha 
deputy in suppressing the insurgents in different parts 
of the island. It would be tedious to follow this adven- 
turous nobleman through his remaining career. He 
proposed plans which were approved and then rejected; 

1575. he obtained leave to return home, and was sent back to 
Kuv. Iceland with the empty title of earl marshal ; and at 

1576. length, after a succession of disappointments, he died at 
^P' Dublin, of a dysentery, probably caused by anxiety of 

mind, though by report his death was attributed to poi' 
son, supposed to have been administered to bim by the 
procurement of Leicester t. This new plan of coloniza- 

• Carad. S86— !8B. Tho lii^li annols -swrt, Uiat tlie nei;( year, 1573, 
EitlU aBH^iaain.ted Plielim O'Neil nl a bnnquel lo «Uch Iha nnlivB Met 

t See an mWnniDg accaDat of hii dsjith id HenRs^ OirndBU. emt. 
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tion wns viewed with horror by the natives hoth of Irish 
and of English extraction. In the expuision of the nd- 
Uerents of O'Neil they saw, or thought they saw, tlio 
fate which was reserved for themselves ; and many 
chieftains either in persort or by messengers implored 
the aid of the catholic powers for the preservation of 
their property and of their religioo. The kings of 
France and Spain were occijpied with concerns of more 
immediate interest; but Gregory XIIL, who had suc- 
ceeded to the chair of St. Peter, lent a willing ear to 
tVieir complaints and solicitations. In the huH of his 
predecessor, Ireland had not been named ; but the omis- 
sion was now supplied ; and Gtegory signed, though he 

Imix. Gc«Dt pains •ere tnken M prove lo tlie qneen and coancll thni 
lie dud a natural dealb. (£m Camden, SOS, 309: and the Sydney Papsis, 
i. Ssi.) 1 may Iiere uriil th*l, il llie ends ot liiaen and Leicexler vwt tae- 

the .icwlti or munlM oT his a«l wife, had cohahiled with Don^lns, the wi. 

""" " ' loluie. Al wlial time Ldcei- 

cldldren daring file abaenn ot 

..^. ..w-.^..^ , .. -ich was at laat bftCrajed lo tha 

qaena, nnil ocaited hor IndlfiDatloD. (MBmoria^ vll. fffl.") Aflni the death 
of Eaies they were KcretlT married, and, tn jnvdry Ihla nnimi, Leieeater 
mainlalDed Ibal his alleged nutriDga nith lad; ShaOleld waa Ihe Betlun or 
a dlBappiHiiud woman- ^r Franca KuDllya, the £tlher of Ldmce, uraa 
paeided : bab, featHil that bfa danithlar mignt bereaJler be treated in Cba 
aame maanei aa lady Bheffiahl, ha luilaled th<t tha oerenooy ahonid be 
repeated In hii preaescs. ?or aoms time it ma hepL aeoiel; but the 
teuder bu aven that It wu raraaled by ^miar lo Eiiiabeth, vbo tiom 
that moment profoaaad henelf an euemj to the womaD that dated to he- 

lo tiia heigiit of bia purer, ponded As bla muther in Tain. He obtained, 
indeed, more than once, pennlaaton lo lotroduae bar to ElliBlwth hi thit 
priTj Kallety j but wlianaier notice vaa aenl to the aneen, she aliraya ex- 
iaEedhetKlrrrom leaving hsTToam. At lengtb,OD tbs£7lb oFTeb., IBIS, 

at dinner Ulbelioa» of ber brutbar, dr VriUuun Kuollya. Great piepa- 
ratJoas «ere laode ; the connteaa toolt wltli her a jewel of tha v alae of 
3^1. to prceeattohermnjeaty; the coacb dn^.a to the dour of the polaco 
Sir Uia qweni yat she did not appear. Esaei aent to entreat herprl- 
vately. She posltiirly lefoeed. The next day, bonever. tlie ^vonrita 
brought ttiem int'othert tbe couuteu hiiatrd t1>e queen' a band aud btneita 
and Blitabeiii kissed het in return. But this nag all ; her solidlatioiil 
tut a eecood inlervisw nere laeHiclual. Sea the Sjiloey Tapera, il Sft 
'9S.3i. Camden, BOS, SOS. 
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did not publish, a new bull, by whieli Elizabeth was 
dectaied to li:ive forfeited the ofown of Iieland no iesa 
than that of England'. Among those who offered to 
carcy it into execution, were Thomns Stukely and James 
Fitzraaurice. Stukely was an English adventurer, 
without honour or conscience, who had sold his sevvicea 
at the same time to the quten and to the pope, and who 
alternately abused the confidence and betrayed the 
secrets of each. Having obtained from the pontiff a 
ship of war, six hundred disciplined soldiers, and three 
thousand stand of arms, he sailed from Civita Vecchia 
to join Filamanrioe at Lisbon ; but immediately offered 
his services to Sebastian, king of Portugal, and perished 
Aug. ia the company of that prince at the battle of Alcazar 
^ against Abdalmelech, king of Fez and Morocco f. 
Fitumavirice was an Irishman, the brother of the earl of 
Desmond, and an inveterate enemy to the English go- 
vernment. He suffered shipwreck on the coast of 
1579.Gallicia; but, with the aid of the papal ambassador, 
June, procured other vessels, and, sailing from Portugal, took 
possession of the port of Smerwick, near Kerry. He 
had brought with him no more than eighty Spanish 
soldiers, a few Irteh and English -^exiles, and the cele- 
brated Dr. Sanders, iu the capacity of papal legato J. 
But he trusted to the popularity of his name, the re- 
souicea of his family, and the influence of a bull, which 
granted to his followers all the privileges usually en- 
joyed by the crusadei's. His hopes were however dis- 
appointed. The Irish, taught hy preceding iailures, 
listened with coldness to his solicitations : he fall in a 
private quarrel witli ono of his kinsmen ; and the in- 
vaders, to save themselves from desti'uction, sought an 
asylum among the retainers of the earl of Desmond. 
Though that nobleman made loud professions of loyalty, 

•BMclielti.sii.S21. 
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his conducf provoked suspicion: he was proclaimed a 
traitor, and his dominions were plundered by the 
English. At the moment when bis fortunes appeared 
desperate, a ray of hope appeajeil. Lord Grey de Wil- 
ton, the new deputy, was defeated in the vale of Glenda- 
iough ; and San Giuseppe, an Italian officer, in the pay 
of the pontiff, arrived at Smerwick from Poi'tngal, with 
several hundred men, a large sum of money, and 5000 
stand of arms. But the new comers had scarcely erected 
a fort, when Ihey were besieged by tlie lord deputy on isso 
land, and blocliaded on the sea-side by admiral Winter. Nov 
San Giuseppe, in opposition to the advice of the' officers, ^■ 
proposed to snrrend th Id j ned n th p n n 
of their commaud a d n ff was n ad t d 1 
the plaee to the b rs By th E gl h t h b 

asserted, that n d t n g t d by tl 

foreigners that th y h d p tul ted f th 1 S 

Walter Raleigh t d h f t d th ms, n. 

and then ordered (le m tt d th m t b m a red n 
cold blood*. T! d ast t t h d th 

last hope of Desm dyth t dt 11 th 

diligence of his p d f tl y 1 iggcd 

on a miserable ex t m g th f,l d f t 

At last a small p ty f h tt d bj 

glimmering light t d hfn hhthyf d 



;iin[liict oL ihe depnly, aod Batfa " (hat tha VDemy befg«il ihey ml^hL ba 
" alli>w«d to depvt with their Ilth atid unu nccordlug to Ihfl luw oF na- 
" lUiDV. He asked to Bfit xbm cDmmiBBkin ItoiB the pope or the kinv of 

" rtfpli«l Grey.^nm tj^Ltorf.aDd juumqet suftiir ea triiUni. 1 wlllmijia 
~ DO wriDs with ton g you miy aobmil oi UoC. They yielded. ORiiag ' onl; 



-' alao fur leTL^r lo Ih^ [riab, who ari: mucb ombolikoad hj thoie fbir^pi 
' Buiwauxa, uhI n]«o pot ID hope or mote ere longj there waa no 

ttalsiMl'.tel' I. p. JL Sir Richard BiDiiliani, an e;e-ivitnera. mya, ' that 
• Ihoj sutrendaipd aver-ulght to Ihe lonl depnty'i will, ui linva mercy or 

■ nut." and the neitCPUiniDg tliamaTinen and auldiera entitled the ptaOB. 
■Dd lell ta''[yiling.aailBpoylliig.HDdnlihallfcyllluij, nlileh ihey neier 

■ ccBBol wliileit tlieia lyvad one?' He eilintatea Ihc slain at Ijetwixl IflV 
iiidGtIO.aEMOuiidEIII). Wclfibliil-lSS, 
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venerable old man without atteadanta, lying on the 
hearth before the fire. He had only time to esuloim 
"I am the earl of Deamond," when Kelly of Moriaiiy 
struek off hia head, which was conveyed, a grateful 
present, to Elizabeth, and by her order fised on Loudon 



'Bccehetti, MS, 233. i 
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CHAPTER in. 



, or Anindal— Tragi 



In the preceding chapters Ihe readef has witnessed the 
conduct of the English queen, as the ally of the in- 
surgent religionists in France and the Netherlands. 
But, if for political objects sho deemed it advisable to 
countenance tlieir attempts against the authority of 
their sovereigns, she still retained the most rooted anti- 
pathy to their disoipline and doctrine ; and, in propor- 
tion as their brethren, the English puritans, lahouved 
to establish the reform of Genevaat home, she employed 
all the power of the crown to checli their zeal, and to 
punish iheii' disobedience. Year after year the most 
menacing proclamations were issued ; first one, then 
another diocese was " purged ;'' and the deprived minis- 
ters clamorously complained of the hardness of their 
fete, of the severity of the commissioners, and of the 
extortions practised in the ecclesiastical courts. 

I. Had the queen, however, confined herself to the 
deprivation of the nonconformists, she might perhaps 
have justified her conduct by the principle, that those 
who refuse to adopt the discipline, cannot expect to be 
employed as the ministers of the estabhshed church. 
But her orthodoxy, or that of her advisers, pi-oceeded 

rther, AH her subjects were requited to submit to 
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the superior judgment of tbeir sovereign, and to prac- 
tise that celigious worship which ahe practised. Every 
other form of service, whether it were that of Geneva 
in its evangelical purity, or the mass with its supposed 
idolatry, was strictly forbidden ; anil both the cathoUe 
and the puritan were made liable to the severest penal- 
ties, if they presumed to worship God according to the 
dioiates of their consciences. It must appear singular 
that so intolerant a system should be enforced by mea 
who loudly condemned the proceedings of the last 
reign ; but in its defence they alleged an artjunient 
founded on the distinction between internal and external 
worship. Tlie queen, they said, "would not dive into 
"consciences." Internally, her subjects mifrht believe, 
might worship, as they pleased. All that she requii-ed 
was external conformity to the law. That she had a 
right to exact. If any man refused, the &uU was his 
own ; he suffered not for conscience' sake, but for his 
obstinacy and his disobedience. Th^-t this miserable 
sophism should have satisfled the judgment of those 
who employed it, can hardly be credited: yet it was os- 
tentatiously brought forward in proclamations ; ^nd was 
confidently urged by the EngUsh agents in their com- 
munications to foreign courts ". 

The puritans had many friends in the house of com- 
mons, who powerfully advocated tbeir cause, and in 
every session covered the table with bills for a further 
reformation ; but the queen as often checked their zeal, 
sometimes reprimanding them personally, sometimes 
forbidding the house to proceed, and sometimes ordering 
the bills themselves to be surrendered into her hands. 
She found a willing and able coa4jutor in the arch- 
bishop, who defended, with yigour, the interests of the 
church over which he presided ; and who, though he 
had occasionally to lament the caprice of bis sovereign, 

• SUww, L 5SS. Even Walain^hjin, ihon;;!! he coys Itiif tbe nuesD 
thinks MOMiencea ire uut to be ibi-ced but won, adds, Hut " a> a prinee at 

'religiop." tJ»bJiIii,W7. 
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kept her, by his counsels and perseverance, true to the 
cause of the hierartby. For a ivhile tile disaiJents 
cherished tlie hope of ultimate success; hut their pa- 
tience was gradually exhausted ; and disappointment 
ui-ged the sioalots anaon^ them to expressions of riincour, 
and acts of vioience, which their hrethren of more sober 
judgment condemned. Pamphlets, abounding in the 
most scurrilous language, were published ; and Burohet, 
a student of the Middle Temple, in a Gt of reliirious 
frenzy, murdered Hawkins, an oftcer, in the open street. 1573 
He had mistaken his victim for Hattou, tbe new fa-***^- 
vourite; and boasted aloud that lie had slain the cli^im- 
pion of papistry, and the enemy of the Gospel *. The 
blood of Hawkins alarmed the archbishop ;. an attempt 
was made to prove tho exiBtenee of a conspiracy against 
his life; and three divines of ultra-reibrming principles 
were apprehended. But the council, after mature de-1574. 
liberation, pronounced the documents forgeries, aadJ"™* 
discharged the prisoners f. The death of ai'ohbishop 
Parker was followed by the promotion of Grindoll, a 1575 
prelate, from whose previous indulgence, and secret ^^ 
leaning to the Genevan theology, the puritans promised 
themselves forbearance, if not protection. But the 
queen in a short time suspected the orthodoxy of the 
new metropolitan. He had always approved of certain 
meetings, called prophesymgs, in wiiich the neighbouring 
clergymen assembled to discuss religious subjects. Tiie 
queen condemned them as nitrspries of disobedience 
and sectarianism. When she ordered their suppression, 157" 
Grindall remonstrated. Her pride, or her jealousy, was ^^ 
ofTended; she suspended him from the exercise of his 



■ Bnnbat viu al llrsC tried fin- heresy, nuil eMin(>eil the alalia by nhjui^ 
hag theO]]inioiis attributed laliim. Tho quean tlien ilaleEmln&l to pxe- 
eutehLmby mDrtliUliw; tlievarraat wai even maiti: out. hut waaiecdiled 

lief fivm htr trouble ; fbr, taklno hiakvepfr Loai^arlU to ba Hnttan,h« 
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authority : a threat of depn\'atioii was added ; and more 
than two years elapsed before he was lesilored, at his 
humble petition, and after a sincere acknowledgment ot 
hisoffenee. He could not, ho«e\et, recover her favour : 
in a short time he receired a lovnl oider to resi}n> l>is 
see ; and, if he was spared the moitiflcalion, it was only 
hy his death, which liad been ha&tened through anxiety 
1633. of mind, and the enmity of his sovereign* He was 
3iiW succeeded by a prelate of a more atein and orthodox 
^' character, archbishop Whitgift, whose pen had already 
iivovert him an able champion of the establiahniGnt, and 
whose vigilance and intrepidity in hib new office de- 
tected the secret attempts, and defeated the open attacks, 
of its adversaries. As a test of orthodoxy, he proposed 
a subscription to three articles, which asserted that the 
queen was the supreme head of the church, that the 
ordinal and boob of common prayer contained nothing 
contrary to the word of God, and that the thirty-nine 
articles were to be admitted as agreeable to the holy 
Scriptures, To these the puritans opposed others: but 
flie archbishop suspended the clergymen who refused to 
subscribe ; and, in defiance of the clamour of his ene- 
mies, and of the intrigues of their friends in the council, 
prevented every projected change in the constitution or 
the discipline of the church t. 

To restrain the violence of the dissident writers, an 
act had been recently passed, making it felony •' lo 
" write, pi-iaf, or set forth, any manner of hook, rhyme, 
" ballad, letter, or writing, containing any false or sedi-, 
" tious matter to the deiamation of the queen's majesty, 
" or the eneourafiiiig of insurrection or rebellion wirhin 
" the realmj." That a. polemioHl treatise against parts of 

* Slrn^'ianndB.\lS3\.sni. «?■ -S6. LaiBdowiia MSS. ssxvIL IS. 

GMudidl wsB the fuuuder oT tliu uliqul nl SC lieua, la CuDiberland m-' 
dm. 403. 

iCsmilea.M*. awypp's Pniker, IIB. Wh 11^1 ft, 137. 
St^.ontealm.iT.fiBH. 
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llio book of rommon piayer should cotne within the 
opevatioii of this statute will excite surprise: but it 
was held that such ■x tiict, by endeavouring to subvert 
the constitution oi the church and the supiemacy of tha 
queen, tended to the encouragpraent of rebeilion, and 
. the defamation of the aovere^. Thacker and 0)pping, 
two non-conforming ministers, and Wilsford, their lay 
disciple, were indicted and convicted under tho statute. June 
Wilsfurd saved his life by taking the h ; ^ 

tiie others refused, and died martyr s "' 

II. But the sufferings of the pur n b n n - 
parison with those of the catholics. The pur wfi 

considoied as brethren, whose tran g a P ing 

fi'om an exuberance of zeal ; the ca h as d , 

whose worship could not be toleraledby the true servants 
ol'the Almighty: the poverty of the former offered no 
pewai'd,; the wealth of the latter presented an alluring 
bait to 'the orthodoxy of theh persecutors. As early ad 
the year 1563 the attention of the emperor Ferdinand 
had been called to the sufferings of the English oatho- gg^^ 
lies. In different letters he recommended to the queen 34, 
the practice of toleratiau, solicited her indulgence in 
favour of the deprived bishops, and exhorted her to 
grant one church at least in each populous town for the 
exercise of the catholic worship. To the first of these 
requests she replied, that, by screening the prelates from 
the penalties Jo which they were liahle'by law, she had 
already fiillilled his wish : to the other, that such a con- 
cession was conti'ary to her conscience : " it was a thing 
" evil in itself, and unprofitable fo those for whom it was 
" required K" 

Many of the more zealous or more timid aroong the 

mndicate wilh iL hVnl, c. vL strvpo. lii. IBS. 

i Strvpe, L. 370. PoUini, 353. Tlie psnaliiea to wliicli the quean 
•lludijd nere ttioae tncurrad lij' tbe refuEul of llie oitli nI BUpremBcjr. 
Bbe bad fbtbiililBn it to be londciei! Id lbs deprived prelates. 
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catholics souft^it, with their families, an asylum beyond 
the sea. Their lanils and property were iiiimeiliately 
seized by the crown, and given, or sold at low pi'ices, to 
the followers of the court*. Those who remained 
might he divided into two classes. Some, to escape the 
penalties, attended occasionally at the established service; 
and endeavoured lo elude tlie chaise of hypocrisy, by 
maintaining, from the words of the queen's proclamation, 
that such attendance was with them nothing more than 
the discharge of a civil duty, an expression of their 
obedience to the letter of the law. But this evasion did 
not satisfy more timorous consciences. The greater 
nmmber abstained from a worship which they disap- 
proved, and were, in consequence, compelled to pass 
their lires in alarm and solicitude. They lay at the 
mercy of their neighbours and enemies ; they were 
daily watched by the pursuivants ; they were liable at 
any hour to be hurried before the courts of high com- 
mission, to be intercoj^ted upon oath, how often they 
had been at chuich, and -when, or where, Ihey had 
received the sacrament; to be condemned as recusants 
to fines and imprisonment, or as persons reconciled to 
forfeiture and confintmont for life-N Theirtorrors were 
roiiawed every year by proclaraiitions, or secret messages, 
calling upon the magistrates, the bishops, and the eccle- 
siastical commissioners, to redouble their vigilance, and 
enforce Ihe laws respecting religion. Private houses 
were searched to discover priests or persons asaisling at 
mass Tlie foreign ambassadors complained of the 
violation of iheir privileges, by the intrusion of the pnt- 

■ Id Slrype CiL App. ll>9)iimy hg A''eii«^^sLorni^UlTMtCDiBpr«h«iiiliiig 

i AmoiutiiagaimpriauiicduDdnaflcl, were UuildgmkirdLoutflifaaToiigh, 
■Ir BilmiTl Waldruina, sir Tbixma t^uhuibcrl, «r Ediriud Slulec, lir 
ItHlo Uunlhnrrtta, the lullci VrslilBgisn-, Wkomn, Cuevr, ]«ruiJle>, 
MwL«T. Jarmin, BronnR, GuiUbid, &e. S»yL>-. 1. «3B.»I^. II. 110. vSa. 
Wi. 408. 416. i9i. fitrvpe-a (jriailiill. i:W. 15). 13S. lu Hniiwg la > 
HDCiikr l^iipr tu llie cDiiucH ftoai tiia bEflliop^pr L<>ndouaad uL^ ; vko, 
haTlfli: pii4Diiii«d the ^eraoDs LJikea at mnsn at l.nlv Cpireiv'a, mwEip^cil 
iMl tfis pilot shonld he loitncaJ, to make iita nimless the aanei oC Oioee 
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suirants into their ohapela* , and e^ea Elizabeth 
herself, to give the example, ocoiBiomll} con descended 
to nomrait io prison the recusants who were denounced 
to her in the eourse of her pi ogresses (■ 

Queen Mary's priests, as the ancient non conforming 
clergy were called, had continued fii jears to everoiae 
their functions in private houses at considerable risk to 
themselves and theij' pations. But death annually 
thinned their aumbers; the dep lived bishops were pre- 
vented from ordaining others to succeed in their places ; 
and it was confidently expected that, in the oouise of a 
short time, the catholic priesthood, and with it the 
exercise of the catholic worship, would become extinct in 
the kingdom J. If both were petpetuated, it was owing 
to the foresight of William Allen, a clei'gyman, of an 
ancient family in Lancashire, aud furmerly principal of 
St. Mary's hall in Oxford. To him it occurred, that 
colleges might be opened abroad, in lieu of those which 
had been closed to the catholics at home. His plan 
was approved by hia friends ; several foreign noblemen 
and eccle^asljcal boiUeg oflered their contributions ; and 
Allen established himself in the university of Douay. isgg. 
At first he had only six companions : the nnmber was 
loultiplicd by tlie acceswon of many among the exiles, 
and of still more from the English t ' 



•■81mi8, 1,337. iL aiS. 410. Sttjpa'H Wliilglft, M. L 6,7. 

t " Hei m^estU lialta leneA Gm) with steal zeals aul comlbrlBDlB 

- thp Hi»n ri™n ntNof Kvclw'*' •>'^'- "• >*•' onnnfriB prBmo liif re, tat 

" A«v«ral housen in Norwycb A3 p»fiOiierB{ LwaofllLa LoveLls, aoDlher 
' Doivitr-A, ooa Denim.'fllrl, dim Parv, noil toa Dthen not worthe memory, 
-rorbuddusMoflKlyak^" Thaqiwn lodged >t KaokBWaade'i Ldusb. si 

"But ms lord olinnil«rlByn (ilie entl 0^ SiissEi,) oolilya ami (t™v8l;. 



yihe mts Sytter i 



le whb cumytted.'" Lodge, ii 186. An;. 30, 
, teplj to Buiglilej's •■ Eseculioo of Jiwtico." c. iii. 
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a short time the new college contained no fewer than 
one liundred and fifty membej's, many of them eminent 
scholars, all animated with zeal for the propagation of 
that religion, on account of whiuh they had abandoned 
their own country, and sought an asylum in a foreign 
clime. Their object was to study theology* to receive 
orders, and to return to England. Thus a constant 
succession was maintained; and in the course of the 
first live years Dr. Allen sent almost one hundred mis- 
Bionaries into the kingdom*. 

The success of this establishment disconcerted the 
lords of the council, who resolved to try the influenoe of 
terror hy subjecting the missianaries and their abettors 
to the utmost severity of the law. The first victim was 
Cuthbert Majnef, a priest in Cornwall, who was 
charged with having obtained a bull from Koma, de- 
igij7_ nied the queen's supremacy, and add mass at Gol- 
Sept. den, near Truro, the house of Mr. Tregean. Of thasa 
16. heinous offences no saliisfiictory evidence was offered ; 
but the court informed the jury that where proof could 
not be procured strong presumption might supply 
its place; and a, verdict of guilty was accordingly re- 
turned. This waa the first capital convioUon under 
the statute ; and, as one of the two judges dis- 
puted the legality of the proceedings, the question 
waa referred to the lords of the council, who, after 
a auspenae of two monUiB, ordered the judgment to 
be cairied into csecution. Mayne suflered with oon- 



EivDun or tl» Tno Eoglieh Colleees," 
Mr, Balier'a lahiable " Manoii-j of t 

(hould be olBEtved Uist Mayne, Uiough 
Lfr^red, had been preceded by Thnmns 
priests, nhD, on June 19, 15TS, was dta 
,t Tyburn, for lbs denial of the qoeen'i 
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s ancy tie criel death of a traitor*. With him had 
bee le ed in a pvemuiiire fifteen peisons, partly 
He ghbou 3 n 1 partly servants, as aiders and abettors of 
1 s tredso nd at the next assizes Tregean himself 

receded tl e ame judgment. He was immediately cast 
into pr son n tlie ronimon jail at I.auuceston, and bis 
estate ivas se zed by the cirowii. He had once enjoyed 
the lavour but afterwards incurred the enmity of the 
q so d n h ny 



h h p 

h h 

for, from whom he received a gracious welcome 
and a niuniBcent provision+, 

Tbe impulse was now given. The fate of Mayne and 
Tregean stimulated the zeul of tliose who professed to 
be the" adversai'ies of popery. A more active search was 
made after recusants; every jail in the kingdom 
numbered among its inmates prisoners for religion; and 
iDo oneoccasionnot fewer than twenty catholics of family 
and fortune perished of an infectious disease in the 1578, 
castle of Yori;;!;. Nelson, a priest, and Sherwood, a-^"'?- 

• Bcid|i«rater, 34.35. I)[idd,ii. 93-4. soil the u)rl rAUhm of the SInte 
Trial". The bnll wat roBrely a copy of a jubilee ahlib Maille said he linil 
buuEhl Ihrouah curt.islly al n slmi]. 

+ Doild,il.ll.B-ni. aimDevi«Fr«liei«iTreg«in. E.limi F. Plan- 

Ivege'nn^Eot to Sbon Birl^ b,.qel!t of bl> h^ollll. and dteil there od IhB 
„.^,. , . , ..._. ■ -t frulUess ultemiHa to 

pnofaiUi.sndimiit of 

sindlHi hb lierisl Ma cathDlln ui Nni|Ute, bi Julv, ISgO. (SLiypc, Hi, 
A)i|i. 191^ But Ibe DHiil ilnialur tnntuKixKcntri^ At Uxfotil. on July 6. 

juilu'eb Ihe sheriff, the HBilenhnlK tlnii De^sLcam. iwiitur tlis jaia.^ 
RTtdmuny uf the •IVf-'tntart, WHTe Belled iiLuia nioatvluleat pain HktJis 
head &aa stDmaoh, iThlidi wu iDDoeedcd by ddlrlom, and hi tJie ourrrse 
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junu queen and of h iv b ed 

22. pretended, th ha m m h h sa n 

object asSnd huhpedg ahd 

animated th n g I d pp sa b u 

rity of the sovereign , and the pursuivants were s.timu 
lated with pcomises and threats to seek out and apprehend 
Jnlv *^^ '"" ™'ssionai'ies. At the same time the queen, by 
15, proclamation, commanded every man, whoae children, 
relations, or wards, had gone beyond the sea for educatiou, 
to make a return of their names to tte ordinary, and to 
recall them within four months ; and warned all persons 

IStta cir*AuBiH>; and. what ii mon> ismarltable, it mis Mnflned to lh« 
male affit, and ia leneml to perenni in Kspi»lnble altnatioDS in life. Sh 
CoduIhu, 316. Lnlge, iL 160. _ Wood, i. S3t. BiUgewaier. 37. 

or tile amdeiit Soion BciiiKKjOT iiospitnl for B41XDD pilflrims, wliichivDS^ 
totally destroyed ia tlie calBhintM cunfloi^diw of tbe Borgft in S47- In 
it« pincfl was aTterxratda eatabiialj«d an hnttiital fbr traveilen and inBrm 
ppnoui oT tiiB Eiujllih Ditioii Id Tcoitevara, oeai tlie cborch of. San 
GridtHono I and n tbw yeara Jaier, another la fhe dcy or Roma. Id tile Via 
di MaaiBrcslo. called th^bnapilai a! xh« HiOj TtiDityand St.T1inniag, 
In Uie leac 14G( tlien Iwo eilabiisfamenta wees united iindi^i tlie ume 
warteD; nndinlSTI Oregnr; Kill, opened tb«n to the Koglish exiles, 
«1K> had Teaorted to Some, tu atndT in tlie uuivenity. On tlie S3d of 
AurlLlEijS, bn dlHolved Ow IwetiitBli, and in tbeir place erected n colleue 
^^iuil theiaieDnaDl tlie fSnner eitabiiihuont^ about 1400 oro»i)i 
per annitidi and eddinff a ysarlT peiuloa oFSOOCl crowns, till itaiDpome 
fr«not1ierBonn!«iIuiii1diewdi)otbe(BmoniiL Bee Ur. Tjeme;^ edUlm 
oTDodd, in.ie8,note. 
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wliotnsoever, that if thoy knew ur hean! of any je^5uit or 
seminarist in the kingdom, and either presumed to 
harbour Lim, or did not reveal where he was concealed, 
they should be prosecuted and punished as abettors of 

When the pailiament aasombled, the miniElers called ISSl 
on the two houses for laws of greater severity, to del'eat ■'^''* 
the devices of the pope, who had sent Jesuits into the 
realm, to preach a corrupt doctrine, and to sow under the 
cover of that doctrine the seeds of sedition t. Every 
measure which they proposed was readily adopted. It 
was enacted, 1°. that all persons, possessing, or pretend- 
ing to possess, or to exercise, the power of absolving, or 
of withdrawing others from the established religion, or 
suffering themselves to be so withdrawn, should, together 
with their procurers and counsellors, suffer the penalties 
of high treason ; 2°. that the puniiihment for saying 
mass should be increaseil to the payment of 20U marUs, 
and one year's imprisonment; of hearing mass to 100 
marks, and imprisonment for the same peiiod; 3°. that 
the fine for absence from church should be fixed at 20 
pounds per month (which was adjudged to memi a lunar 
raoflth), and that, if the absence were prolonged to an 
entire year, the recusant should be obliged to Qnd two 
securities for his good behaviour in 200l. each ; and 
4'. that to prevent the concealment of priests as tutors 
or schoolmasters in private families, every person, acting 
in such capacity without the approbation of the ordinary, 
should be liable to a year's imprisonment, and the person 
who employed him to a fine of (en pounds per month $, 
It is plain that, if these provisions had been folly 
e:eecu(ed, the profession of the catholic creed must, in a 
few years, have been entu'ely extinguished. 
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Persons and Campiaii, befoi-e they separated, had, in 
answer to tlie queen's proclamation, explained in writ- 
ing the motives which induced them to visit their native 
country. Each confided his own paper. to the care of a 
friend, with an injunction not U> make it pubUc, unless 
the writer were apprehended and thrown into prison. 
But the zeal of Pound, one of these friends, did not 
ailow hiiu to obey. He belrayed his tmst, and pub- 
lished the paper of Compian under the title of S letter 
to the lords of the council. In it the luissionary asserted 
that he was come solely to exercise the spiritual func- 
tions of the priesthood, and had been strictly forbiddea 
to meddle with worldly concerns oi affairs of state ; re- 
quested permission to dispute on religion before tho 
queen, the council, and the two universities ; and declared 
that all the Jesuits in the world had made a holy league 
la brave every danger, suffer every kind of torment^ and 
shed their blood, if it were necessary, foe the restoration 
and propagation of the catholic faith. The bold lone of 
this letter gave considerable offence, which was greatly 
increased by the publication of another tract from the 
pen of the same writer, enumerating ten reasons on 
which he founded his .hope of victory in the proposed 
dispute before the universities *, 

For nearly a year Campian eluded the pursuit of his 
enemies ; but during that time the catholics had been 
exposed toseverilies, of which they had previously nocon- 
ception. The names of all the recusants in each parish, 
amounting to about fifty thousand, had been returned 
to the council: the magistrates were repeatedly blamed 
for their want of activity and success ; and the prisons 
in every county were filled with persons suspected as 
priests, or harbourers of priests, or delinquents against 

■ Bath the letter lo Uie cnuDi^Il, and llie aa<i a&AmsfA to the unimrai. 
lies, may be si^i^n in BrUlgeicalcc, i. S. b—l9. An incurred iDil raaUlateJ 
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one or otlier of tlie penal laws. No man could enjoy 
Beourity even in the privacy of his own house; where 
he was liable at all hours, but generally in the night, 
to he \isited by a magistrate at the head of an armed 
mob. At a signal given, the doora were burst open; 
and the pursuivants, in separate divisions, hastened to 
the different apartments, examined the beds, tore the 
tapestry and wainscoting ftom the walls, forced open 
the closets, drawers, and coffers, and made every search 
which their ingenuity could suggest, to discover either a 
priest, or books, chalices, and vestments, appropriated 
to the catholic worship. To resist or to remonstrate 
was only to provoke additional aggression. All the in- 
mates were interrogated; their pei'sons were searched. 
Milder the pretext that superstitious articles might be 
concealed jtmong their clothes ; and there are instances 
on record of females of rank, whose reason and lives 
were endangered from the brutality of the officers *. 
At length Campian was taken at Lyfford in Berkshire, July 
and conveyed in procession to the Tower: Persons con- 17 
tinned fur some months to htave the danger which me- 
naced him ; but at len>;lh, at the urgent request of his 
friends, both for their security and his own, he retired 
beyond the sea. 

The use of the ioi-ture was common to most of the 
European nations ; in England, during the reign of 
Elizabeth, it was emplo\ed ivith the most wanton bar- 
. barity +. The catholic prisoner was hardly lodged in 
the Tower before he was placed on the rack ; and, if he 
were supposed to be a priest, was interregated why he 
had come to England, where he resided, whom he had 
reconciled, what he had learned from tlie confession of 

Mrs. ■? nv!i°sorlost fim'raason in Vorii. '^S» Brklgevraler's*. M- 289. m 
BI9. lliirloli, IIS--1- ~ -- — ■ 

frc, Mil Note (X) at 
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Others, and in what places his colleagues were con' 
^■ce.iled*. The second lime that Cam piau suffered the 
• torture, iio made disclosures which he deemed of no 
importance, but which report exaggerated and misre- 
presented. His brethren were scandalized; and, for 
their satisfaction, he protested in a letter to a friend, 
that, though he had mentioned the names of certain 
gentlemen in whose bouses he had been received, yet 
" he had never discovereil any secrets there declared, 
" and never would, come rack, come rope ■K"' Tliis letter 
was intercepted; and the " secrets" were interpreted 
to allude to some mysterious conspiracy against the 
queen. Campian was twice more stretched on the rack ; 
be was ke[>t on that engine of torture till it was tbought 
he had expired ; but he always persisted in the asser- 
tion, that the secrets to which he had alluded regarded 
not matters of state, but the private sins of individuals, 
which they had confided to biiu in confession, and which 
he was forbidden to reveal by .all laws, both human 
and<livine$. 

Elizabeth herself had been desirous to see this cele- 
brated man. By her order be was secretly brought one 
evening from the Tower, and introduced to ber at the 
house of the earl of Leicester, in the presence of that no- 

• BridgewBlet, ST LflJ.ase. 

i " Wtf hM-a icolteu IruDi {'ninptAn Imoivled^ of «ll hid petetirluHUati 
" Id Buiflaod — Yco-kabire. LAOciuhirfl. DeiiU;,'!!, IfarUiDDdpliHi, Wnnvick, 
** BedLbrd. Ltackinsham. ftc Wa lura Kot Ibr ula tuMa in all a^nmOvytJ' 
LellerliiDigiie«,AuK.lO.P.iaeL Tha orafeuiiaii ilwU mav be HUD In 
Btiviie,Ui.5;a. Uei 
himliy IhBusuiance 

WMB Imiiriaoneii anil sumrely fliud. SOjm, UL 126. Strjiw'i 
3J6. Dfugos SM. In lit. Isltar to Ponod, Ik Htpreased hia hi 

c^ed to disimw on rellxiuu, noQidiiiHa imUIcly In ihe cbayml, ni 
times iu jinvua. Cnrndfa auyi-llul hs burdl; BU|)pgned hU n 
(Hipoclatlo»ni odtnim ngn suiilnuil, 3i'JJ i Ihr cUbolic vrili 
of li» BnccesB, uid aupul la Ills cuofet^iini by wlilcU the coi 
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bleman, of the earl of Bedford, and of the two sepretarieB. 
She Esked him if he acknowleilged hev for queen. He 
replied, not only for queen, but for hia lawful queen. 
She then inquired if he believed that the pope could ex- 
communicate her lawfully He answered Unt he was 
not asflGit(tdd h 

her m ] ty 1 t! p I It as q t h h 

divided tlhtd htdmlh 

opinio f h p[ t wmm to h t ra ^,1 

be ins Ifi t as 1 m 1 1 By 1 d ry p 

he CO Id t mm cat p Wl th 1 

could b) th t p wh 1 1 in d 

extrao dy j^ dffiltddbt 

ful qu t t hi h m p h d d 

the afit 

At 1 gtl L mp t 1 11 p t 1 f 

layma U t 1 f m d ff t p 1 

in two p rat b d Tl y h d p p 1 

profes th 1 b 1 f t th 1 m t 

they were mdicted for a conspiracy to niuider the queen, 
to overthrow the church and state, and to withdraw the 
subjects from the allegiance due to the sovereign. 
Even the particulars were specifietl ; the places, Rome 
and Rheimd ; the time, the months of March and Aptd 
in the preceding year; and their very journey from 
RheimB to England, supposed to have been be){iin on tlie 
Sth of May last. It isnotdifficult to aocountfor the sur- 
prise of the prisoners. Several among them had not 
been out of England for many years ; several had never 
visited Rheims or Rome ia their lives ; some had not 
even seen each other before ihey met at (he bar. They 
declared that, whatever might be pretended, their reli- 
gion was their only olfence ; and, in proof of the asser- 
tion, remarked that liberty had been previously offered 

_ • BoTloli. IGD. IIa>vell'9StuteTiiul3,1ceS. It nppare, fram numeians 
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to each indivifUial amonst tliem, provided he would con- 
furm lo tlie estaljJished church. 

The report of their trial must convince every reason- 
Nov. able man of their innocence. Campian, witli his usual 
»"■ ahility and eloquence, vindicated the niissionariea from 
the charge of ilisloyalty, and showed that not an atom 
of evidence had heen adduced to connect himself and 
his companions with any attempt against the life or the 
safety of the queen. But the public mind had been 
prepared to believe in the existence of the conspiracy 
hy a succession of arrests, sermons, and proclamations ; 
the absence of proof was amply supplied by the invec- 
tives, the conjectures, and the declamations of tha 
lawyers for the crown; and the Jury, after an hour's 
deliberation, returned a verdict of guilty against all the 
prisoners. Before judgment was pronounced, Lancas- 
ter, a protestant barrister, rose and made oath, that 
Colleton, one of the number, had consulted him in his 
chambers in London on the very day on which he was 
charged with taving conspired at Rheims. Colleton 
was remanded ; the others were adjudged to suffer the 
death of traitors*. 

An attempt was, however, made lo save'the lives of 
the prisoners. Some of the council objected ibat, to 
put to death so many catholic priests at a time when 
the duke of Anjou was in London, would he to offer an 
insult to the prince whom the queen had chosen for her 
husband ; but Burghley contended that it was necessary 
to allay the apprehensions of the protestanta. Let some 
at least pay the penally of their treason. It would 
prove to the world that the queen was ready to gacrittce 
her dealest inclinations to the safety of her religion. 
Dec. His opiiiion prevailedt. Oampian, Sheiwin, and Bii- 
!• ant were selected for execution, and suffered the pu- 
nishment of tritlors, asserting then innocence, and 
praymg with then last hieath for the queen as Iheir 

• Stala Tnals, 1019 lO'S Btidgewater, S19 oOi-307 
i aimdeu, 379 Bunoli, SSO. 
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lei;itiraate soiBceign. The otlier nine, who t 
mitted to lemain several months uiiiler s 
death, were repeatedly examined by commissioners, and 
required to declara theii' opinions respecting the depos- 
ing power of the pontiif, and what part thej would take 
incase of an attempt to put the papal bull in execution*. 
Bosgrave, a Jesuit, Bishton, a priest, and Orton, a lay- 
man, gave satisfactory answers ; they saved their lives, 
but did not recover their liberty The other seven 
replied, that th p hd tlgtodwthtb 

crime for which th y liad bee j ly 1 m ed 
that they were i mp tettdtm th t y 

between the pop d Ih so g th t th y h 
lievefl, as the cath 1 1 h h 1 d d w Id 11 
occasions heha^ th 1 p t Itt hh ,^ 

These answers dmd dthjallfM 

fered at Tjbur pttgasthu- p ld3 

already done, thtlhy ottft d 

dutiful subjects t h ov g 

That the CO p y wth h 1 tl m w 
charged was a fi t t b d bt d II y 1 d 

come to Engla dd phbt ttk pt 

in secular conce d th tl ! f ks 

the spiritual ft f tl p th d. Th tl y 

deemed a Kacied d ty d f tl 1 } g ly 

risked their libe tj d th 1 E th p 

pal accuser afte d d ted 1 d 

in excuse for his own faJsshood, alleged the terror that 
seized him when he was led to the foot of the rack, 
and saw himself surrounded with the instruments of 
torture*. At the same time it must be owned that the 

tmied a pt<idDiiiHl1op, de«lBiiii? that Gauiamn and hi» fitlluw-priBun^ts 
bad be«ii Jiially put tu death ; And abxtjuff, In pmoF or tbrir lreaBuud.blB 

adeI the ailBivtfra wlricb IWy liml n^tuintd. Bolh may be bbph in HowbU's 
Slate Triuls.l. 1079. aB'i i" Mr. Bulkt'a Memoirs of llli: Llvitisb Catho- 
lics. 1. aim. Apf. 3m I mn)' obmve, thnt Itie aiisivris uiirlbiited tu 
Campion ate very dilFettiat (lom ttioae which at IiIb Irial iie anfierbjd tliat 
hehidglceo. 
I- Michols nas a iirolestant, win, gn\<g iilirosd, oldOKd his religion la 
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answers wbith six of them gave to the queries were far 
from satisfactory. Tlieir hesitation to deny the op- 
posing power (a power then indeed maintained by the 
greater number of divines in calholie Idngdoms) ren- 
dered their loyalty very problematical, in ease of an 
attempt to enforce the bull by any foreign prince. It 
furnished sufficient reason to watch their conduct with 
an eye of jealousy, and to require security for their good 
behaviour on Ihe appearance of danger, but could not 
justify their execution (or an imaginary offence. Men 
are not to be put to death now, be<-ause it is barely pos- 
sible that in one particular contingency they may prove 
traitors hereafter. The proper remedy would have been 
to offer liberty of conscience to all catholics who would 
abjure the temporal pretensions of the pontiff. But this 
was an effort of liberality not to be expected in an in- 
tolerant age, and from the advocates of a principle 
which naturally led to pereeeufion ; that the catholic 
worship was idolatry; and that even to connive at ido- 
latrywas adamnable crime which could not fail to draw 
down the severest judgments of heaven, both on the 
queen, and the nation +. 



gain (dmit 






nulea, and. being eieetpd tot mlanindnct. 




KnglBnd. Hewn 








.Jinnoh MkuA 




as n Irtnit. and 


""wib.lw"'^ 


Eirars^-iTsastsia 




Imnh. 


.&",&; 


ltil.*dl.a82.> HemaUe 


na„ydi«0V8ri™ 


uut piibUiliKl a b 




la iioaliH-aud ths 






bewatnoC 


p™l„CBai.t IhBlrinl:.. 


»n.ft»»ai.l.bl 




1 dw^K Bualnit 






Franm. A 






inmn into prla-in, wbcuw 






i,Alini,taidc<iothi 




^'uS'^Dftl 


























jupvLIed 111 




<,;-.,u ot hte 


iHHiIi, »nd WilkinioQ aiided llis marginal 




.neon, 










tehn 






,nd.li™doH«™ 








1 tu Bildpwatrr, S30-sa 


4. A1h> Henoli, 


ua. 137, 13' 










t Mr, Hull 




niirl!>,Man 










hat of Mary 














Wst.Llff!. 


nols.) 


The fiujt, bowever, is, Biat Matearet 





H.,t.ab:,Googlc 



III. There was nothing in the creeds of the puritans 
or of the catholics which, ao&jidmg to law, could subject 
them to the pains of heresy ; but the anabaptists were 
still doomed to suffer at the stake under Elizabetli, as 
their predecessors had suffered under her father and 
brother. They formed a numerous sect in the maritime 
provinces of the Netherlands, and under the cover of the 
Dutch chureh in London, ocoaaionallj' introduced thep- 
selves into England. Oa three different occasions, the 
queen, by proclamation, ordered all persons, whether 
foreigners or nfttives, who had embraced the opinions of 
the anabaptists, to leave the kmgdom n ithin twenty 
days, under, pain of forfeiture, imprisontnent, and otlier 
penalties. At the suggestion of Giindall, bishop of 
London, domiciliary visits weie made through all the 
parishes of the metropolis; and every householder was 
compelled to return a list of the strangers who lodged 
with bin), their occupations, characteis, and neligious 
principles*. In 1574 Sandys, his successor, delivered 
sixteen anabaptists to the lord ma^or, to be transported 
out of the kingdom : the nest year, on Easter-day, i57S. 
twenty-seven others were apprehended, by his order, otApril 
their devotions in a house near Aldgate ; and the queen 3- 
issued a commission to him and the bishop of Rochester, 
the master of the Rolls, and two magistrates, to proceed 
against them as suspected of heresy. On examination 
it was fouad that they rejected the baptism of infants, 
denied that Christ assumed flesh of the Virgin, and 
taught that no christian ought to take an oath, or to 
accept the office of magistrate. Son^were dismissed 
with a reprimand; five, on their repentance, were ad- 
judged 10 bear fagots, and to recant at St. Paul's cross ; 
and one woman and ten men were condemned to the 

tutsdln IB86. MnigflvetWard in J58S, and Anne Line in 1601. Wis. 
Wells leceivedsenlenceordealliinlSai.and died in prison. Fooiotbot 
^athDl)c eeMlawomeii neiu condemned M diffeient limea, but reniV:ved ; 
nvu of w^m obtained a pardon fiom James I. Challonin;. tdI. i. 189. SSt. 

' ■ • Strjiie's Grindall, laS— 12*. 
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flames: ofwliomthe woman saved her life hy alijuring 
her errors ; the men, instead of being burnt nt the strike, 
■were sent out of the kingdom *. But neither argument 
nor terror coulil subdue the obstinacy of Peeters hikI 
Turwert, who persisted in maintaining the truth of their 
July dontrines. The queen, calling to miud " that she was 

15. " head of the church, that it was her duty to extirpate 
" error, and that heretics ought to be cut off fium the 
" Hock of Christ, that they may not corrupt (; tile I'S ■(■,'' 
signed a warrant to the sheriffs ; and the two unfortu- 

22. nale men perished in the flames of Sraithfield, amidst 

the applause of an immense concourse of speclatois. 

1579. J'eu'' years afterwards, for the profession of similar 

May opinions, Matthew Hammond, a pi oughw right, who had 

30- been pronounced an obslitiale heretic by the bishop of 
Norwich, was burnt in the ditch of that city ; and in 
the same plar«, but after an internal of ten years, was 
also consumed Francis Kett, a member of one of the 
universities, who had been convicted of uttering blas- 
phemies against the divinity of Christ J. 

It is now time to return to the jinfortunate Mary 
Stuart. For several years, her adversary Morton, under 
the powerful shield of Elizabeth, had reigned without 
control in Scotland, while tlie captive queen was com- 
pelled to suffer all the horrors of a rigorous and pro- 
tracted imprisonment in the castle at Sheffield j. The 
number of her attendants was diminished, the allowance 
for her table reduced: her oon'cspon deuce was inter- 
cepted and detained by the agents of the ministers ; and 
foreigners, fre^enlly even the French ambassador, 
were refused accesB to her presence. She was never 
permitted to quit her own apartments, unless it were for 
the purpose of walking in the coiut-'yard, or on tha 
leads ; and then an hour's pre^ ious notice of her intention 
was requu'ed, that the earl or his countess might accom- 

»SUW8,f!73. Writht.ii. 9. -Htynict, xt, 7«, 741. 
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pany her. So rigorous a contliieiaent, joined with the 
anxiety resulting from her ignorance of the passing 
events in which she might be deeply interesteil, rapidly 
impaired her health, till she was fompelled through 
weakness to paaa most of hor time in bed, and ivaa re- 
moved in a chair whenever she wished to change her 
apartment. Elizabeth, though she graciously accepted 
iiom her captive presents of needle-work and of 
I'iii'isian dresses, invariably eluded or rejected every 
peiition for a mitigation of the severity of her conflne- 

But if Mary suffered, her royal oppressor was nol free 
from uneasiness. She had now convinced herself that 
her own safety was irreconcilable with the delivemnee 
01' the escape of the Scottish ijueen ; and the fear of the 
luUer event proved to her an exhaiistless source of ap- 
preliensioii, of jealousy, and of torment. Among the 
nobility there was no one in whom she reposed greater 
confiftnce than the earl of Shrewsbury) Yet she mis- 
trusted even him. She had been formeil) wained of 
the "alluring graces" of Mary i- and she feiied that 
lie might be seduced from her service by the attractions 
of her rival. He was frequently repiimanded ibr his 
supposed negligence ; at her recommendation he was 
cfmipelled to take into his household persons whom he 
knew to be sjiies upon his conduct and, while he 
guarded Mary Stuai't, he was himself surrounded with 
guards, the secret agents of the queen m the ne gh- 
bourhood of his residence J 

But, what will probably appeal stdl more e-^traordi- 
nary, Burghley himself, the svtrn enem> of Mirv the 
author of rooBt of her wrongs anl the adMaer of her 
death, could not escape thejealousj ot hismistiesps On 

• Lodge, ii. 87. Wl- 149- 
' 4 Hnyues.aiL She "doulilcd leit bgi hyis gpectn almla dyimTa 
■ lilin." UilgP. it lae. 

t Iwlgo, li. as. 8». lis 1S3. 273. When Itis .laii^hlr. in law wh eon. 

iutrado^Dg alTiUlicera, iit lia luid amt for a clergymuD, ISS. 
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two occasions ho 1 d of 

to relieve the gout E b >e u d his 
the real object of h u 1 

intriguinij secretly h Ma S p d o him her 
suspicion ; reprima ded in reme seve- 

rity, and was long before she woulJ give ciedit to hia 
repeated denials of the chaige* 

On the part of the Scottish idherents of Ihe captive, 
the English queen Vfas free fiom nlarm, so long as 
Morton retained the regency But hia rapacity hod 
excited the murmurs, and his submission lo Elizabeth 
hail wounded the pride, of the nalion The former 
prompted him to debase the coin, to multiply the fci- 
feitures of real or pretended tninogresBois, and to ap- 
propriate to his own benefit the property of the chnich 
the latter induced him to humble him elf to the lieu- 
tenant of the queen of England, in satisfaction for 
some unintentional offence, arising but of an affray on 
the boi'ders. At length tlie eails of Argyle andjAtlinl 
obtained access to the young king ; and James, by their 
persuasion, though he was hut twelve years old, 
assumed the government, summoned the noblemen 
of their pai'ty to meet him in Stirling, and sent to 

1578. Morton an oi'der to resign his authority. He obeyed 

Mar. with apparent cheerfulness ; but in three mouths his 

'2. intrigues with tlie family of Erskiue inti'oduced him 

into the castle of Stirling, gave him possession of the 

'"'y royal person, and enabledhim, as head of the council, to 
exercise again the power which he had so recently lost. 

Aug;- The two parties met with hostile intentions in the field ; 
'* they were reconciled by the intervention of the English 

* LorigB.ii. 131.182. To mnglnile the syrtem of bbjAhib^ whldi pro. 
vnilod ol Ihts psriod, Bursliley, though In lonllly prima nimislst. Iwting 
occasion to write a. EonAili'iitlul lelt« to the enf Dl Slirew>biity un Boms 
dcmeBtic arTaaB4fm«nta, WHS compelUd lo ke«p it \vy him im enliie week, 

"urile, wlian his IHlers sh»U heopaned bv the waj. and eonjliudrt al 
" plBnanro, or nilbet dUplciBure ?" Havingtou lo Slanrien, Fob. SO, 160O, 
Moxai Ant. 1. 3m. ako SU. 31S. 
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BDibaEsador ; and Athol, the chief author of hb late j^ppy 
diagrace, after an entertainment at Morton's table, 28. 
died in a few days of poison. Secure of the asccnd- 
anej, he now gave the reins to his avarice and resent-. „ 
ment ; and the chieft of the HamiStons, who reposed ' " 
in security under the protection of the treaty of Perth, 
were compelled to save their lives hy a speedy flight into 
England. At this moment, however, appeared an un-Sei 
expected rival to awaken his jealousy. Ebdi^ Stuai't, lord 
of Aubignj, and nophew of Lennox, the former regent, 
arrived from France : his youth and accomplishments 
captivated James ; and the favourite was cwated flret 
earl, then duke of Lennox, and loaded with honours and 
apjiointments. He insinuated to the kin;;, that tt was 
the object of Morton to convey him into England ; and 
he sent to France for evidence to prove that the late 
regent had been an accomplice in tile murder of Darn- 
ley. Morton, on his side, published that Lennox was 
in reality an agent of the duke of Guise ; that the ob- 
ject of his mission was to efTect a'change of the national 
religion, to mai-ry James 1<J some foreign prineeas, and 
to persuade him to resign the sceptre into the hands of 
his mother. The English cabinet, alarmed for tlielSW. 
safety, or believing the representations, of Iheii friend, 
sent an ambassador to require the banishment of Len- 
nox: but he returned without an audience, because he 
refused to deliver his message to the king in presence of 
the council. A Scottish ambassador, sent to apologize 
for this conduct, met with similar treatment, and was 
remanded with a sharp expostulation and supercilious 
admonition from Burghley *, 

Lennox, however, was not to be deterred from hia 
purpose by the frown of the English queen. One 
day, when the young king was seated at the board 
vrith his council, James Stuart, captain of the guard, 
and soa to lord Ochiltree, requested periuis^on to speak 



Hosted bvGoogle 



to his sovereign. Being admitted, be fell on hia 
knees, and accused James, earl of Morton, of having 
been guilty, act and part, of the murder of the king's 
fotlier. Morton treated tho ohai'ge and its author 
with sovereign contempt. But Stuart replied in lan- 
guage equally bold and abusive ; the parties became 
heated ; swords were drawn, and blood would have 
heen shed had not the lords interposed, and, forcing 
them out of the couucil-ohamber by opposite doors, 
delivered them to the guards. The justice-clerk now 
delivered his opinion, that an individual accused of 
treason must be committed till legal inquiry had been 
Deo, made. Morton was accordingly conSned in Ilolyrood 
81. House, and then conveyed to Dumbarton, of which 
1681. fortress his enemy Lennox was governor*. Kandolph, 
Jan. the colabrated sower of sedition and treason, was dea- 
18- patched to Edinburgh. He solicited the life of Mor- 
ton from the king, the council, and the estates; he 
described it as a favour which the queen deserved in 
return for the numerous lieneflls which she bad conferred 
upon the nation ; he attributed the chaige to the jea- 
lousy of a rival ; and lie pioduced documents to prove 
that Lennox had assotialed with foreign piinces to pro- 
cure the invasion of England He reieived for answer 
that his documents weie forgeries, and thtt the king 
was bound in honour to let the tiial proceed Elizabeth 
ordered a body of English troops to march to the 
borders * ; and Randolph exhorted the earls of Angus 
and Marr.and the other lords in the English interest, 
to unsheath the sword in defence of their leader. Nor 
was he the only person employed to plead in favour of 
Morton, and to denounce the pernicious plans of Len- 
nox. The prince of Orange commtasionod William 
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that he had held a eoasultation respecting the murder 
of Darnley at 'Whittiiigham ; that, when it was per- 
petrated, bia cousin and confideatial friend Afchibaid 
Douglas and hia servant Binning, were actually em- 
ployed ; and that queen Maiy, when she surrendered at 
Carberry hill, toW him to his face that he was one of 
the assassins. The written evidence was his own bond 
of manrent, or bond to save Bothwell from the punish- 
ment of murder, produced by sir James Balfour, and a 
paper purporting to be the declaration of Bothwell 
himself on his death-ted in Denmarkf. He was found 



km AiCTto, tonnoT, mil MonWoae. Ibid. 

t OcoiuR OHmdCD, MS, Arnoti, Crlmjiuil Trials, 3S8, and Foilei'e lelter 
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guilty by the unanimous verdict of his peers: but tho 
punishment of treason was comiEuted by the king into 
decapitation. In liis prison be confessed to the ministers 
who attended him (but at the same time refused to sign 
the coLifeBsion), that he had been twice solicited by 
Bothwell, twice by Archibald Douglas, to take an active 
part in the projected murder ; that he had declined it, 
because, though Bothwell alleged the conaent of the 
queen, he could produce no written proof of that con- 
sent ; but that he was guilty of Iiaving concealed, 
through fear, liis knowledge of the conspiracy, and of 
haTini;; given to Bothwell, ilrst the bond of manrent^ 
and afterwards another bond tu promote his marriage 
with the queen *, On the scatfold he threw himself on 
nis face, and, by sabs and groans and violent contortions 
of the body, manifested the aj^tation and anguish of his 
mind. What impression the sight made on the specta- 
tors, we know Dot ; but the minbters who attended him 
assure us, that these things " were evident signs of the 
"inward and mighty working of the "spirit of Godf." 



tie )8iiI9 ulter tlie driiUl of UiilhwoU, or wtlU b^L4 Imsd lunorted l>y u 
Diitiialiini'tclwiitstnaiRerhladeiitlL KeilU, Aup. 14a— 14S. Camden 
EHsns thai tliB tail onra, both dininii his lib noil at his dsfllh, diHiluwl 

Cvmd. Ua. But Lnlng li poilllve tlii^t lEing JameB lHHiiti-d tliii mUHga, 
■ad thslit wBiBotoiii|)iial(y writim by UnmdeD, Uing, tl. 54. Iliina- 
•erlluD i> iDBralTOii^ccluH; but. It Uw taci »«ta «i, miftlil nut Jiumi ban 
■ Ilisiin^iiLir,thiIkr»ii all the loTeatlgstkiDi and cxeculkins vbich 
lud tahsD lilnce. It val Hill, fewieeq ;nra arier tliB ili^.ith of Dnvnley, s 

x li^'nei ot ths iDitid and niyglitiB wotkinii nf Ihe >ii^ of liod" See 
thewlinlitiiiHifeasloa, wd Iho wqgel, In Baiiaatyae'', Joiitnal, 494-517. 

from tlie depiffliilui] of AlorUip, and fram tHH dqjiultioiiB nt iUos« cun- 
fruatud with liim. II was plain tbd.1 all lur migfbttuDHa. dnring her teil 
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Binoing suffared the next day ; Aroliibald Douglaa, 
whom Morton had appointed a lord of scBsion, found an 
asylum ia Bngland- 

Ever since tlie arriTal of Lennox Eliiabeth had 
watched with additional^ jealousy the conduct of tlia 
Scottish queen : after the fidl of Morton she thought Jt 
necessary to come to a final determination respecting 
the (kfe of her captive, 'VVas Mary, as had been for- 
merly devised, to he prosecuted and attainted for prao- 
tices ajj^tunst the life and dignity of the English queen ; 
or was she to bo liberated frooj prison on condiljons cal- 
culated to secure Elizabeth from the d^igers which she 
feared ? The lords of the conndl aasembled ; and three Sq)t 
days were spent in deliberation. But, whatever hod 
been the previous wish of the queen, she soon began to 
waver; she mode olijeotions to every proposal ; and nt 
last had recourse to the expedient, so iiimiliar to weak 
minds, of freeing herself from present perplexity by 
postponing liei- resolution fo a later period. When that 
period arrived, the same indecision prevailed : Mary waa 
harassed with additional questions and fresh demands. 
The partisans of Elizabeth again acquired the ascend- 
ency in Scotland ; and new events furnished new rea- 
sons for perpetuating the captivity of the Scottish 
queen. 

To the catholics of England the late revolution in 
Scotland had opened a cheering though fallacious pros- 
pect. Groaning under the pressure of penal stalutes, 
and desijairini; of relief from the reigning sovereign, 
they naturally looked forward to the prince, who, in all 
pcobability would, within the space of a few years, suc- 
ceed to the English throne. By the known hostility of 

nsenls of the English qMen; "it dire, fniie, nniroimiidre, el execnlei « 
"qiudiinintinHtmiiUi^s eat adieiiuDuaitpayi." I^blj, it. £615. Gam- 
den.KKV. CanuLrnalHi iaSmm 119 that, nccucdiDgluMoTlull'lceiJilun- 



Hosted bvGoogle 



Morton, they had been 1 tl t d t d i 


inglhemseliea 


tc th n t 1 th S tl 1 


opposite poll y 


fDAb y gdtl 


him of tbeii t( 


1 m t t tl 1 m f I 


Stuiirt; to 1 


t 1 p t nf u 


tliren, whom p 


t m ght occ 11 


Scotland; a d 


I xp b p th t h 


should place th 


cep 1 U ds 1 


the heiieflt of r 


eligious toleration to the be 



flh rbre- 
Uy d e into 
p idence 
uld xt«Qd 
t friends of 
his mother and of himself. Persons, the jesuic, carried 
his views much further. He argued that, though the 
prince had been educated by the disciples of Knox, his 
conrorsion to the worship of his fathers was not impro- 
bable. He was only in his fifteenth year. 'Wh<) could 
presiime to foresee what impression might hereafter he 
inajie on his mind by gratitude and interest, by affection 
for his mother, and by his own reading and refiection ? 
With these hopes he despatched, Brst, Wayles, an Eng- 
lish clergyman, afterwards Creighton. a Scottish jesuJt, 
to the court at Holyrood house. They were received 
with kindness by the king, the duke of Lennox, the 
earls of Huntley, Eglinton, and Caithness, and by the 
barons Seton, Ogilby, Gray, and Ferniherst ; and both 
leturned to Persons with flattering, though perhaps in- 
sincere, promises of the royal fevour. James was will- 
ing to connive at the silent introduction of the catholic 
missionaries, to receive one into his court as his tutor in 
the Italian language, and to take under his protection 
such religious refugees as should bring with them a re- 
commendation from hia mother. He also talked of the 
filial affection which he felt towards that unfortunate 
princess, of his sense of the many wrongs which she had 
Buffered, and of his readiness to co-operate in any plan 
for her deliverance from captivity ; but unfortunately 
(so he pretended) his enemies had deprived him of the 
means: he was a king without a revenue; and poverty 
would, at last, compel him, unless he were relieved by 
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the bounty of the catholic princes, to sabmit to the plea- 
sure of Elizabeth. 

With this answer Persons and Creigiiton hastened toiiiS3 
Pnris, where they met the duke of Giiise. Castelii tiie May 
papal nuncio, Tassis the Spanish ambassador, Keuton 
the archbishop of Gla^ow and Mary's resident in the 
French court, llattbieu the ptovineial of the Frenuh 
jesaila and Di Allen the president of tlie sentinary at 
Rlieims Afl 1 d £ cu It t* tl g 

neial op s, ll t M y 1 J m ht t be 

associated th Sr tt 1 tl ro as j t 1 d 

queen, th t t co Id t th t I g 
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should begd Itlthpp dthkgf 
Spain sh Id b 1 t d to 1 tl p ese t p 

iiiary wa I 1 h y k It p b bl 1 t 

other pr J t tl wb b w acq tj d 

also form I Wl t th y th y ft w d b- 

tained th I f th Soot ish cab t P ' * "^ a 

ened to Valladolid, where he obtained from Philip a '°' 
pi'asent of 12,(i00 crowns for James; and Croighton to 
Rome, where the pope promised to pay the expenses of 
his body-guard for tivelve months, amounting to oii.e- 
thitd of the former sum f. 

When this plan of association was Communicated to 
Mary, slie not only gave her own consent, but earnestly 
solicited that of her son. It was her wish, she said, to 
give him, according to law, what he now held only by 
lorce ; to make him of an usurper, as he now was, a le- 
gitimate king in tlie estimation of tttber sovereigns. By 

• The iinrpocl of the arlicigs wm lo relievo all Sciitinifn fcom nny fear 
and lioBa™!ioili-;-"(l'iiBaeiirer les rebsiU'l da loiiLo impunile cle iinriat-. 
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Lennox and Arran tbe measure was approved ; but, if 
the former supported it with all his influence, the latter 
Eecretlj opposed every obEtacle in his power. At the 
first proposal James was alarmed ; but when he waiS 
, assured that Mary would leare to him the sole exercise 
of the sovereign autliority within the realm, he signilied 
his assent. The cap^e queen fondly attributed it to 
the auction of the son for his mother ; the result showed 
that it had been drawn &om him by condderatione of 
personal interest*. 

Neither the viats of Wajtes and Crdghton to Edin- 
burgh, nor the consultaUon in Paris, bad escaped the 
prying curiosity of the English agents ; and all the pro- 
jects of Persons were ex&iguished in their very birth 
by the prompUtude and policy of Elizabeth's cabinet. 
Under its auspices a new revolution was organised in 
Aug. Scotland-f. Tlie earl of Gowrie invited James to his 
28. castle of Ruthven, secured the person of the nnsuspect- 
iag prince, and assumed with his associates the exercise 
of the royal authority. Of the former ministers the sail 
of Arran was thrown into prison, and the dole of Len 
nox sought an asylum in France, where he died of pois m 
or of a broken heartj^. The Scottish lords of the English 
faction ruled agiun without control ; acd the preachers 
from the pulpit pointed the resentment of then hearers 
agsunst the men who had sought to restore an il latrous 
worship and to replace an adulteress *ind ssash n on tl e 
throne. 
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For Bflveral weeks the Seotlaah queen was kept in 
close Gonfineraent, that this unexpected event, so fatal 
to her hopes, might be concealed from her knowledge. 
When the communicatLon was at kisl made, it alarmed 
her maternal tenderness ; she read in lier own history 
the fate which awaited her son; and from the bed, tojjov. 
which she was confined by sickness, wrote to Elizabeth 8. 
a long but moat eloquent and affecting reinonstrance. 
Having reqncsted the queen to accompany her in ima^- 
nation to the throne of the Almighty, their common 
judge, she enumerated the wrongs which she had suf- 
fered from her English wster while she reigned in Scot- 
land, on her flight into England, after her innocence 
had been proved in the conferences at York and West- 
minster, and now, last of all, in tiie enpdvity of her 
eon*. But what injury had she offered to Elizabeth 
to justify such conduct! Let the chaise be made, and 
if she did not i-efnte it she viss willing to saffer the 

• In Oiia letter Miry lusntlons sevei-al fOota of grenk historical bn- 
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self* Bowes had, at the Bame time, been engaged 
in an intrigue, the fiulure of which proved an equal 
difiappointment to the English queen. She had long 
sought to obtdn poasession of the casket containing 
the supposed letters and sonnete of Mary Staait to 
Bolhwell ; but, though her expectation of success had 
been often Kused to the highest point, she had aa 
oftea been deceived by the backslidinga of men un- 
able or unwilling to comply with their engagements. 
About the end of 1582 Bowes was ordered to renew 
the attempt, under inBtructions from that master of 
intrigue, the English secretary. Bowes discovered that 
tlie casket was in the handa of Gowrie ; he employed 
"fit instruments,'"' — who or what they were is not 
mentioned, — but at last confessed that it was not in 
his power " to win the same out of Gowrie 's hands, 
" without his own consent or privity." He was 
obliged to break the matter to the earl openly. They 
held three conferences together ; but no ai^umeot, 
nor promise, nor even the loan of a large sum of 
money, could subdue the stubbomnesB of the Scots- 
man, who declared that documents so necessary for 
the defence of his party against the chaise of having 
dethroned their sovereign should never, with his con- 
sent, be taken out of the kingdom. Mary at the same 
time demanded of her son that the some doeumenta, 
being forgeries, should be either destroyed or delivered 
up to herf. 

This new revolution in Scotland revived the hopes of 
the royal captive, and of her adherents in Fmnoe. The 
duke of Guise, Castelii, the archbishop of Glasgow, Mat- 
thieu, and Moi^on, held another meeting at Paris. The 
object of their present conajilcation was to devise a plan 
for the liberation of Mary ; and it ivas proposed that 
the duke should laud with an army in the south of 
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Engluni ; that James with o Scotfish force should enler 
tliG iioi'thern counties; and that the English friend* of 
the house of Stuart should he suramoned lo tlie aid of 
the injured queen. This project was continunicated to 
Ma ly through the French ambassador, to James through 
Hull, the English Jesuit, confined in Ibe castle of Edin- 
burgh*. The king immediately espwssed his assent: 
but his mother, aware that her keepers had orders to 
deprive her of life if any attempt were made to carry ber 
away by force, sought rather to obtain her liberty by 
concession and negocialion. She acquainted Elizabeth 
with her design of transfeiTing all her rights to her son ; 
threw the blatno of his late behaviour to Walsingham 
on the ministei's, who abused his good nature and inex- 
perience; repeated the offers which she had made the 
year before; and proposed a league of perpetual amity 
between the two crowns, to he concluded in Scotland, 
through the mediation of Costeliiau the French ambas- 
sador. Elizabeth seemed to acquiesce ; the English 
ministers submitted to the pleasure of their sovereign; 
and Castelnau predicted a fevourable result. But it 
was the misfortune ofMary to depend on men who were 
swayed by no other consideration than personal interest. 
Tliough Henry had authorized the ambassador to un- 
dertake the commission, though he furnished him with 
instructions such as the Scottish queen had solicited, 
yet he privately admonished him to obstruct any treaty 
which, by freeing Elizabeth from apprehension on the 
part of Scotland, might place ber at liberty to support 
the protestants of France +. Castelnau deemed it pru- Dec, 
dent to relax his exertions ; the Scots of the English l^- 
faction argued the point with the queen ; reports were 
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circulated of the projected invasion ; and Elizabeth was 
tBUsjht to believe mat the discharge of the captive must 
prove injurious to her honour u.nd interests : to her ho- 
nour, because her Scottish friends would infallibiy be 
sacriSced to the resentrHeiU of Mary ; to hor interests, 
because the mother and son would probably devote 
themselves to the cause of Spain, the forroer by a mai'- 
riage with Philip, the latter by a man'iage with tha 
daughter of that monarch. Elizabeth, with her charac- 
teristic inconstancy, changed her resolution, and the cup 
of promise was again, for the twentieth timet dashed 
from the li\>s of Miry Stuart *. 

But the English queen herself experienced at this pe- 
riod considerable disquietude, from her knowledge of 
the design of the duke of Guise, combined wilb her 
ignorance of his associates and resources. She not only 
suspected the captive at Sheffield ; she dreaded the dis- 
aifeotion of ber subjects of ihe catholic communion. 
During the last two years the laws against them had 
been enforced with unexampled severity. The scaffolds 
were repeatedly drenched with the blood of priests exe- 
cuted as traitors ; and in several counties the prisons 
were crowded with recusants of ancient aad noble fiimi- 
lies. In the event of invasion could she relv on the loy- 
alty of men sufFeimg under such oppression' Would 
they not imitate the protestants of Scotland 1^ ranee, and 
the Nethetlands, who had nsen m arms a^inst their 
catholic soieieioUB? To discover the extent of the 
danger, and K) guard agnmst the des gns of the disaf- 
fected her chief dep'>ndeac8 naa on the mdustiyand 
ingenuity of Walsmgham who nurlmed in intrigue 
himself was the better quilified to detect ana unravel 
the intrigues of others, (secret agents m hia pay were 
sprei.d Old the conhnent Tiiey resided in the most 
frequented poits mainuited themsebes into the coun- 
cils ol pi ntei and even studied dS eccles aslics in the 
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Ktiglisi seminaries. Other spies at home, prompted by 
llie proapeiit of rewai-d, haunted the houses of the prin- 
cipal catholics. They represented themselves as confl- 
deiitial agents of Mary or of her partisans, delivered 
counterfeit letters that they might receive answers, and 
sought, by every artifice, to discover the secret disposi- 
tions of men, or to allure them to the coramissiou of 
crime. It became, according to the testimony of Cam- 
den, difficult for the most loyal and the most cautious to 
elude the snares which were laid for their destruotion *, 
The first victim was Arden, a gentleman of an ancient 
family in WarwiebEhire, whose misfortune it was to 
have incurred the enmity of Leicester, by refusing to 
seli a portion of his estate fur the accommodation of that 
powerful favourite. In the progress of the quaiTel he 
had the impcudenco to bravo the resentment of his an- 
tagonist: he rejected the earl's livery, which was worn 
by the neighbouring gentlemmi ; he opposed him in all 
his pursuits in the county, and was accustomed to speak 
of him wiih contempt as an upstart, an adulterer, and a 
tyrant. Arden's daughter had married Somerville, a 
neighbouring catholic, subject to flis of insanity. In 
one of these he attacked, with a drawn swoid, two men 
on the highway; and, at the same lime, declared, so it 
was reported, that he would murder every proteslant, 
and the queen as their head, Somerville was soon 
lodged in the Tower; and in a few daja was followed bj Oct. 
his father and mother-in-law, his wife, his sister, and ^0. 
Hall, a missionary priest. Arden and Hall were put to N»r 
the torture : the former persisted in maintaining his in- -''■ 
nocenee; from the latter Mas drawn a confession that 
Arden had, in his heai'iag, wished the queen were in 
heaven. On this slender praof, conjoined with tlie pre- 
vious conduct of Somerville, that gentleman, Hall, Ar- 
den, and Arden's wife, were convicted of a conspiracy to 
kill the queen. Somerville, on pfelence of insauiiy, was 
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Bbc, removed fo Newgate, and found, within two hours, 
'^ strangled in hi* cell ; Arden, the next day, suffered the 
punishment of a traitnr. The justice of his execiiiiou 
was generally questioned ; and tlie pardon granted to 
the otliers sti'eiigthened the Ijehcf that his blood was to 
be fiharged not to his guilt, but to the vengeance of Lei- 
cester, who gave tlie lands of his viecim to one of his own 
dependents*. 

About the same time, if the information received by 
Walsingham were cori-ect, Charles Paget, an exile, and 
brother to the lord Paget, ventured to land on the coast 
of Sussex, under the assumed name of Mope. Soon 
aftenvards a letter, written by Moi^n, fell into the 

Nov. hands of the secretarv. Francis and Georsje, sons of 
17. sir John Throckmorton, whom the hostility of Leicester 
had, on some trifling pretext, removed fvom his office 
ofohief justice of Chester, were immediately apprehended 
and sent to the Tower;*lho lord Paget and Ciiarles 
Arundel fled beyond the seat; and the earl of North- 
umberland with his son, and the earl of Arundel wiih 

las'!. his countess, uncle, and brother, were summoned and 

Jan. repeatedly examined before the council, Tlieso, if they 
!■ did not convince, at least silenced, their adversaries. 
Paget and Arundel protested that they had fled, not 
through consciousness of guilt, but to elude the snares 
laid for them by the cunning and malice of Leicester J. 
Even the two Tln'ockraortons persisted in the most so- 
lemn asseverations of their innocence. In tbe.vmean- 
while Stafford, the ambassador in France, had laboured, 
but in vain, to discover some trace of the projected inva- 
sion. Not a single soldier was levied ; no preparation 
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whatever had been made*. But, if his report eontri- 
buled lo lull, an intecoepted, and in all probability forged, 
letter from Lhs Scottish court to Mary awakened tlie 
apprelieiisioQs of Elizabeth. The writer informed the Apiil 
royal caplive that James approved the plan of the duke *• 
of Guise, was resolved to expose his own person in the 
attempt, had received a praralse of 20,000 crowns to 
raise an army, and was desirous of knowing on what 
English noblemen and geatlomon he might rely tor as- 
sistance +. It was probably owing to this letter that 
Francis Throe kmoi'ton was brought to trial. He liad 
thrice sulTered the rack without making any disclosure ; 
when he was again led to that engine of torture he con- 
fessed that two catdogues, said to have been found in 
one of his trunks, had been written by him ; that one 
contained the names of the chief porta, the other of tlie 
principal catholics, in England ; that they were intended 
for the use of Mendoza, the Spanish ambassador, to fur- 
ther the enterprise of the duke of Guise ; and that he 
had devised a plan with that minister to enable the ca- 
tholics, at the moment of invasion, to levy troops in the 
name of the queen, then to declare against her, and, 
unless she would consent to tolerate the catholic wor- 
sliip, to attempt the subversion of the guvernment$. 
With this confession in his hand, Burghley accused the 
Spaniard of having violated bis duty and practised 
against the state, Mendoza i«phed, with warmth, that 
the charge was false and calumnious ; that he was the 
person who had to complain of insidious and traitorous 
policy; and that Burghley had intercepted the treasui'e, 
aided the rebels, and, by the means of pirates, plundered 

• Hnclxi^ke Panen, i. 197. Hurdizi. 3S9, 397- It Ig nlKin. tiam tha 
lellecB nr IlfDrj III. In l><a nnboaBiidar ia Enuliind, Itinl he wan lesalieil 
to iMvanve ^eneo villi Elisabeth i but la her demnDil tlial he ihoulil de. 
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the subjects of hia sovereign. The two ministers pavted 
in anger ; and the Spaniard, spontftneously, or by force, 
leaving; the court, retired to Paris, where, fur many 
years, he gratified bis resentment, by lending; the aiii oi 
his itiAucnce and abilities to those who sougbt the ruin 
of Elinabelh *. 

Throckmorton, on his trial, pleaded that his oonfes- 
Eion wag insuificient to convict hirii, becuuse, by the 1 .'ith 
of the queen, it was required that the indictment sbouid 
be laid within six months after the commission of the 
ofFenca, and should also he proved by the oalhs of two 
vfitnesses. The judges replied that he was indicted, not 
on the ISlhoftbe queen, but on the ancient statute of 
treasons, wliich neitlier required witnesses, nor limited 
the time of prosecution. Surprised at this answer, he 
exclaimed that he bad been deceived ; that the whole of 
his confession was fb-lse; that it had been subscHbed by 
him to escape the torment of the rack, and under the 
impression that it could not affect his life. After con- 
demnation his life was spared, till he once more con- 
June lessed his guilt ; then he was led to execution : but on 
10. tlie scaffold be again revoked his confession, calling God 
to witness, that, as it had been extorted from him. in tbe 
first instance, by the fear of torture, so it had been 
drawn from him in the second by the hope of pardon. 
The government thought proper to publish a tract in 
justification of his punishment. The proofs which it 
furnisbes m;§ht then be deemed sufficient; in the pre- 
sent day they would be rejected with contempt from aay 
court of justicel'. 

While the ministers thus punished a doubtful con- 

■ CoiiinUElianbBlh-s dcclaraUoiiinStijpe.iiL 153. App.43. Among 
bating i^nysiied tlis biolhcruJiLcijcliiiii earl (Sussex) in u plot Id niucilei: 

f (:uii.l«n,'4l3. Tbrutrk'wirton vtm ncksd lOv Iba lltst lioie oii tlie 
tlemen, Sheilsy. Fleqioinl, BcummelliDlm^, bayMn, iui., vece, a.t thiB°tii^^ 
RiBbton^s Dimry at the eiul of Ijondere, 
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spiraoy at home, they were actively employed in fometit- 
"iiig a real conspiracy ahi'oad. Alarmeil at the con- 
nexion of James with tlie duke of Guise, at his profes- 
sions of attachment to his raotlief, and at his marked 
ilisregard of the admonitions of l''lizabeth, they earnestly 
sought to i-estore and to cecruit tiie English faction in 
Scotland. The intrigues of Walsinghara were sup- 
ported by the gold of the queen * ; fha preachers ap- 
pealed fi-om theii- pulpits to the piety or the fanMicism 
of their hearers; and the cliiefe bog«i to arm theii- 
retainei'G; when the king, who felt his throne tremblelkfar. 
under him, commanded, by proclamation, all persons 2, 
concerned in tlie "raid of Ruthven," to quit the realm. 
Gowrie promised obedience, but loitered, under different 
pretests, in the town of Dundee: his accomplices, the 
earls of Angus and Marr, appeared at the iiead of a 
body of insurgents. He, afcera atubborn conflict, was Apr. 
made prisoner; ihey, though they had surprised the 13- 
town and the castle of Stirling, abandoned bolh at the 
approach of the royal army. Elizabeth had resolved to 
aid her friends witli an Bnglish force : but its advance 
was retarded by a strong remonstrance from the French 
ambassador; and the design was laid aside at the 
arrival of intelligence that Gowrie had been executed 
as a traitor, and that his associates had sought an asylum May 
in England. While Walsingham secretly provided for ■•• 
their support, the queen iniereeded in iheir favour: but 
James, under the direction of Arran, a hold, tliougli 
rapacious minister, rejected her prayer ; and the Scottish Si'pt, 
parliament, having pronounced them rebels, confiscated 20, 
their property +, 

The cause of Mary had never worn so favourable an 
appearance as it did at the [iroscnt moment. The 
English faction in Scotland was extinct : her sen was 

" cherehrdl da Ji>uv on niiltre foocuilou d'..voit >n JJCHr.iiiie cnHe leun 
t Jubb, U. 54B. 553. Suller ii. 3»5. 3^. tD5. Cundaa, 4CU. 
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Relieved to be at her devotion r Elizabeth, anxious to ba 
■ freed from apprehension, earnestly sought an a^reoraeiit; 
and even Walsingham, now that his other plans had 
failed, exprossed hia approbation of liie terms offered hy 
the (lueen of Scots *. James had named the master of 
Marr, one of hia fivourites. to proceed to the English 
court ; and permiasion had been obtained that Nau, the 
French secretary of Mary, should meet him aa her 
agent Little doubt was entertained that these minis- 
ters, throuf^h the mediation of the French ambassador, 
would successfully conclude the treaty so often be(^n 
and so often interrupted. But there always happened 
something to disappoint the expectations of the unfortu- 
nate queen. Creighton, the Scottish Jesuit, and Abdy, 
a Scottish priest, both on their way to their native country, 
Se[it. had been captured by a Dutch cruiser; and, though 
'^- Scotland was not at war with any other power, were 
conducted as prisoners to England. In the Tower, and 
in presence of the rack, Creighton disclosed all the par- 
ticulars of the projected invasion which had so long 
alarmed Elizabeth +. The enemies of Mary improved 
the opportunily to agitate her mind with new and un- 
founded apprehensions; and a plar 
composed, the subscribers of wliich bound t! 
pursue, unto death, not only every person who should 
attempt, but also every person in iiivour of whom any 
other should attempt, the life of the queen. The latter 
clause was evidently directed against Mary Stuart ; and, 
while it affected to make the life of one queen security 
fbr that of the other, placed the former without r< 

Biidlw,iu4M. ^^ 

Wital. Sodler, 11,4(11.' (laasvect iiiiapetin SltypeiaBfraoalnl 
StryjH-. liL 414.) Iuh<3ijiinl^»iua1ucl«;ill«l ail llie puillmilur 
eoninlbiUiin »iV«rt>i but adilml. Hint llwinvuMQn iriniustponis 
IrHibln la IliB l.«r Cuiinirieo ^loiklil In eniJed. Sadler, ibid. T 
' LGt of Cndtfbton IbniiHbeil Mwiiaa with a vpeciouB grnuud of iM 
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at Ihe moruy of lier enemies ; wlio might, at any mo- 
ment, plead a pieteiiilei! plot In jiistifitation of her 
muriler. When the hond of asiiociaLioii was read to lier, Ot 
she heai'd it as her dealh-w arrant : but, recovering her- ^ 
self, she ofTered to add her signature to the list of sub- 
scribers, as far as it Wei's applicable to hccaielf. This 
offer was not aoeepted: but copies were dispersed 
through the kingdom, and were signed by every man 
who had anylhi,ng to fear from the displeasure, or any- 
thing to hope from the fovour, of his sovereign *. 

It was owing, perhaps, to the peculiar circumstances 
in which the king of Seotlanil had been placed from 
liis infanuy, or to the education which he had received 
from his tutors, that he felt none of those generous 
sentiments which usually glow with so much ardour in 
the bosom of youtli. At the early age of sixteen he 
was become a pei'fect master in the art of dissimulation, 
and knew no other motives of conduct but personal 
gratiScation and personal interest. He had long nego- 
ciated with his mother, his cousin of Guise, the king of 
Spain, and the pontiff. To all these he professed a, 
strong partiality for the catholic worship ; a desire to be 
lawfully assooialed on the throne with his mother ; and 
a resolution to riskhislife in order to procure her liberty. 
By these protestations he obtained the only thing he 
soifght, repeated presents in money ; but his sincerity at 
last wasdoubted; their liberality became checked, and 
he determined to play a similar game with the English 
queen. Gray, master of Marc, his new ambassador, 
was oi-dered not to Join the secretary of Mary, but to 
negociate apart. Gray professed the catholic creed, and 
always held himself out as the devoted servant of Mary. 
He had been sent to Paris with a recommendation to 
her friends from Holt, and had there been admitted into 
Ihe confidence of Persons and the archbishop of Glasgow, 
from whom he learned all their intrigues and plans for 
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the libfiratimi of the Scottish queen On. h s introluc 
tion to ihe English court, he vas rece ed cold!y by 
Elizabeth, and still more ool Uv by her m aters But 
his conduct soon removed the r prejud cea iga at li ra 
He assisted at the establisl ed se v ce he quar elled 
ivith Nau ; he betrayed to El zabet) tl e secret), h 1 
had been intrusted to his fidel ty at Pans When by 
those arts he had gained the royal fa our 1 e suggested 
as the means of " knitting a, closer in ty ana ai^e 
between the ~ ' * ' 
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in three years, and of on? subsidy and tno (ifleeiulis by 
the temporally. 2°. For the gieater safety of ihe 
queen, it was proposed that, in case of iniaaion, or any 
attenapt to injure the royal persun, the individual hy 
whom or for whom the attempt was made, slioiild fiirfeit 
all right to the succession, and should be pursued lo 
death by all the queen's subjeeta. This bill was plainly 
the counterpart of the association, and liable to the i>ame 

• P«iitcnny-si>c«rnnttoMiiry,<nMiird)n,fi4e.K.17. Though ciniwd Iif 
«iMi*SadL°Ti?"ai).T60. "uSd"™, 4al.'seeIKlW*Cl"■'*'fl«"«l■ 
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objectionB. Why shoulil Mary, a captive in close con- 
finement, be made to answer, with the losaof lier rights 
ami of her life, fov the conduct of men whom she had 
not (he power to control, and of whose designs she might 
probably be ignorant? Elizabeth felt the injustice of 
the measure ; and a royal rnessage was received, sug- 
gesting several important amendments. By the act, 
as it ultimately stood, the associators were restrained 
from pursuing to the death any pei-son who had not 
previously been pronounced, by a court of twenty-four 
commissioners, privy to the treason ; Mary and her 
issue were rendered incapable of the succession, only in 
the case of the queen sulTering a violent death ; and 
the woi'ds of the association already subscribed were 
ordered to he explained according to the provisions of 
the present statute*. 3°. The puritan members among 
the commons, though less bold ihan their predecessors, 
did not remain silent. Since the last session the de- 
privations of n on -conforming ministers had been mul- 
tiplied under the direction of archbishop Whitgift; the 
queen har) appointed a new ecclesiastical commission 
\vilh additional and more formidable powers; and the 
EUffei-ers ceased not to harass both the parliament and 
convocation with long and eloquent petitions for redress. 
Motions on religious subjects occupied much' of tha 
time of the lower house ; and bills were introduced to 
enforce Che observance of the sabbath, to repress idle- 
ness, incontineiiee, and adultery, to abolish the adminis- 
tration of the oath ex officio, to regulate proceedings 
in the bishops' courti, to do away plurality of heneiices, 
and lo reform the discipline and morals of the clergy. 
But the queen still considered every attempt to legislate 
on ecelesbsticat matters as an invasion of her prero- 
gative. By the influence of the court, most of these 
hills were rejected on i!ie lirst reading; and of those 
which passed the commons, some were thrown out by 

* SlHl.nF Realm, iv, 703. 
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the lords; and the others, though Ihey struggled through 
the house in ileflance of the mlniiiters, did not, in nny 
one instaaoe, otitain the toyal assent. 4°. Tlie ealholics, 
though hardly a month had been suffered to pass in 
which the Buaffolds did not stream with their blood •, 
were doomed to suffer additional severities. The con- 
spiracies, whether real or pretended, of Arden and 
Throckmorton, had thrown the natitin into a ferment; 
both the zealots and the alarmists called for measures of 
preeiution and vengeance ; and their wishes were amply 
gratifted by a statvile, which enacted thai, if any clergy- 
man horn in the queen's dominions, and ordained by 
authority of the bishop of Rome, were found within 
the realm afl«r the expiration of forty days, he should 
be adjudged g>iilty of high treason; that all persons 
aiding or receiving him should be liable to the penalties 
of felony ; that whosoever knew of his being in the 
kingdom, and did not discover him within twelve days, 
should be Hued and imprisoned at the queen's pleasure ; 
that all students in the catholic seminaries, who did 
not return within sis months after proclamation to that 
effect, slionid be punished as traitors ; that persons sup- 
plying them with money in any manner should incur a 
premunive; that parents sending their children abroad 
without license shonld forfeit for every such offence one 
hundred pounds ; and that children so sent to semina- 
ries should be disabled from inheriting the property of 
their parents 'K 

On tho third reading of this bill, Dr Parry, a "Welah- 
Dec. man and a civilian, rose in his place, and described it 
l*"' " as a measure savouring of treasons, full of blood, 
" danger, and despair to English' subjects, and pregnant 
" with fines and forfeitures, which would go to enrich, 
" not the queen, but private individuals.'' The bold- 
ness of this speech, at a time when no other member 

> During' Ihe llicee lust fears fivo a.nil tueuly huA Euiri.'nd. ChaUnncc, 
1 (kmrlija,432. 3bil.of Bniliu >i.7(IB. 
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dared to open hia moutli, excitod universal astoiiish- 
Tnent ; but the sequel made llie conduct of I'arry appear 
still more Etrange and mysterious. By the house he 
was ^iven in custody to tlio seijeant ; the next diiy l;e 
obtained his liberty at the command of the queen, who 
stated that he had explained bis motives paitly to lier i^gg^ 
satisfaction ; and yet, within sis weeks afterwards, he I'^b. 
was conducted a pi'isoner to the Tower, on a charge of 1. 
high treason *. 

Neither the rank nor abilities, the virtues nor vices, 
of Parry, could entitle him to the notice of posttrily ; 
but his real or supposed crime, or rather tlie use which 
was made of that crime, has rendered him a distin- 
guished person in the history of this reign. He was a 
prolestant, born in Wales, of an ancient family by his 
own account, of obscure parentage if wo may believe 
others. From the service of the earl of Pembroke he 1570, 
passed to that of the queen ; and by the appointment of 
lord Bui^hley had resided several years in different 
parts of the continent, to collect and transmit seci-et in- 
telligence ibi- the use of tliat minister. He returned to 1577. 
England, murried a rich widow, spent her fortune ; and, 
to extricate hiraselt from debt, broke inlo the apartment 
of his principal creditor, whom he attempted to murder, 
and wounded desperately in the affray. He was saved '580. 
from the death which he had merited, probably by the 
inHuence of his patron, under whose auspices he resumed 
his former eraploxment of a spy. From tlie correspond- 1 S8 2. 
ence between them, it appears that both were equally 
discontented, he with the smallnvss of his allowance, 
Burghley with the unimportance of his discoveries. Sti- 
mulated l)y the complaints of the latter, he sought to 
insinuate himself into the cunfidence of the catholic 
exiles, by pretending to become a convert to their cieed ; 
and with that view applied at l^yons to Creiffliton, 
with whom the reader is already acquainted. Being 
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reconciled by that Jesuit, he revealed to him his arituat 
msh to (Vee the English catholics from the pevseuutii'n 
which tliey suffered ; and his readiness to kill the queen 
with his own hand, if he could only persuade himself 
that it were lawful before God. Creighton assured him 
that it was not : Parry began to argue the point ; but 
the Scot was positive, and the next day departed to his 
usual residence at Chamherry. From Lyons the im- 
postor protMeded to Venice, and addressed hiiuself to 
Palma, another Jesuit, who refused to listen to his pi'o- 
posals, but conducted him to Campeggio, the papal 
minister. Parry pretended that he had secrets of great 
jmpottftuce to communicate at Rome, but previously 
j'equired from the poutiff a passport in the most ample 
form. Before it arrived, oti the receipt of some intelli- 
gence whiob alarmed liim, he fled out of Italy, returned 
to Paris, and was again " reconciled." Here he re- 
vealed bis pretended design of hilling the queen to Mor- 
gan, by whom, if we may believe him, it was approved * ; 
hut, again affecting to feel a scruple of conscience as to 
the lawfulness of the deed, he was advised to consult 
■ Persons and Allen. Tbe fir<t of these he refused to 
see; and when lie was inWoduced to the latter, he had 
not the courage to put the questiou. He made the 
experiment, however, on Waytea, and some other Eng- 
lish priests, who all condemned the design; and, being 
1584. foiled in this attempt, procured from Morgan an intvo- 
•'"'■ duction to the nuncio !Rag;;azzoui, to whom ha gave a 
letter for Cardinal Como, the Roman aecrefary of state, 
and from whom he received a promise that the answer 
should be forwarded to him in England. Parry now 
returned ; made to Elizabeth, in (he presence of Burgh- 

• Miry Stiwrt d.-chred tlinl slio i\a not beUoTE Pnrry-s OMUMllon^^of 
P«l|!°nbb^e\»[»fte"i/«n!^l4er^™°l]ial Uwm linl'h'e'ln ilia 
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ley and Walsingham, a pompous though obaoure nar- 
rative of his servicer , maititained that he had been 
solicited by the pope to muider the queen and in a 
few weeks gave to hei the ansMCi ot the nidinal Como, 
in testimony of his ler.ioitj. This, Lo«e\ec, proved to 
be no more than a civil answer to a general offer of ser- 
vice: neither his letler nor that of the cardinal con- 
tained the remotest allusion to tl* murder*; and, to 
his surprise, when he demanded a pension fi'om the 
queen, he was to)d that he had done nothing to desen-e 
a reward. His wants increased ; he petilioned for the 
mastership of SL Catherine's liospital. and harassed the 
council with requests, till necessity compelled him to 1585, 
return to hia fovmei- habits, and to set on foot a nevifi^V* 
intrigue 'K It was necessary to give this account of 
Parry, that, from a previous acquaintance with his cha- 
racter, the reader might he better able to judge of the 
inysleriouH aiFair which followed. 

Among the exiles in tlie pay of the English govern- 
ment, was Edmond Neville, of the family of the earls of 
"Westmoreland, who, as long as Persons resided at 
Rouen, had been employed tu watch the inotions of that 

•Thelrtirr of Uie catJInol nuiilslird iprsMnce £>t tbsnaat violeiil 

mciTly wM IhBllia wm lamniiiij; lo Bnglnnd. aiid hojied lo nluue fcr Ms 
pnflL misdeeila by his iubfli;qii«iit aemcfls Ja ibo cdtboliceburth. Bjirloti, 
BSS. Diacov^ ot SmitfHr^A actlmi. p. 4. Thr kuavot oT Ui« eardbal may 
U9 evsn In Sailler, B. Sat. In it Ibe impe eihoin Um to jenevers in hs 

n hiob wsB ububIIt gnDted. Ed pgrgoot on Ibrir nnmdUs^oii. 
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an inlimala acqiiDiotancB iri^ Pnrry, who whb iTieii at Paiia, Leii^altr 
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enterprising Jesuit. Neville had lately obtained permis- 
sion to come to Knglaiid. He claimed the inheritance 
of the last lord Lalymtr; Ijut met with a powerful i)n- 
tngonist in tlie eldest son ol lord Burghley, who was in 
actual possession of the estate. To this man Parry aU 
tached himself, and, while he described him to the queen 
as a dangerous and suspiciuus character, sought to drive 
him to despair, by pbrsuading him (hat Burghley was 
his mortal enemy. They soon grew intimate ; they 
swore to be secret and true to each other ; they talked 
of diffuvent projects, some for the deliveiy of the queen 
of Scots, others for the assassination of Elizabeth. It 
appears to have been a trial of skill between two expe- 
rienced impostors, wJiich should be able to entangle the 
other in the toils. Neville succeeded. He denounced 
1585. Parry; they were confronted ; and the Welshman, ai'ter 
F^b. a faint de N 

'■ villa to as 

j,j_ In the T m g co 

18. several le E T 

ordinary h m d m ed 

mind; th p se to m 

dressed m g P 

conduct, h na 

seem to a T 

Morgan h m ee h 

dinal Com m ff p 

the projec E 

deration h tues b 

that the p ru DA re 

traitorous resol to, h m p p des gn 

to Neville. At his trial, buoyed up with the hope of 

25, pardon, lie pleaded guilty; his confession was read; 
and the chief justice prei>ared to pass sentence. At 
that moment, overcome with terror, be exclaimed that 
he was innocent ; that his confession was a tissue of 
falsehoods extorted from him by threats and promises; 
that he had never harboured a thought, and that Como 
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had nevei" given any approbation, of the murder. His 
petition Ui withdraw his plea being refused, judgment 
waB pronounced ; and the unhappy man exclaimed that, 
if he perished, his blood would lie henyy on the head of 
his sovereign. 

On the scaffold, which was erected in the palace yard, Mar, 
lie renewed the protestation of his innocence. TopclifFe, 3. 
tile noted pursuivant, objected the letter of the cardinal. 
" O, sir," replied Pany, " you clean mistake il. 1 deny 
" any such matter to be in the letter, and I wish it 
" might be truly examined and considered of." Being 
told to hasten, he i-epeated the Lord's prayer in Lalin, 
with some other devotions, the cart was drawn away ; 
an<l tho executioner, catching hira at the first swing, 
instantly cut the rope, and butchered him alive*. 

It is a matter of doubt whether Parry were guilty or 
not. The queen at first thought that he had mentioned 
the project to Neviilo fur the sole purpose of sounding 
Nevilles disposition -f ; she was aiierwards induced to 
believe that he was a dissembler, who sold Lis servicea 
to both parties, and who would, had he not been pre- 
Tenled, have icnhrued his hands in her blood. However 
that may be, no man can deny that, for his former 

• S« ll.o o.ilhenllc nccoiml eiven fu BiaglilBy to Sliype, it[. S51. It 

"luMllDcSsiiriRainiiiieiuU^ llu: iouider oT lieR>iH»<l pHuces." '11il> i>a 
Sn^il^y, cunning B-bk'li. J^Zu ( Ih^ " "• en . auiWM lo 

j i >ni iHlboKl to tliluk Ihat l>uij ul«l In lliu inilanra bIUi Iter pec 

mnrdutof thd quoen lo " a iLiuiireniiifl uid laiiiklDUB diuacur \u oriLsr to 
"irvbhnt" UuQidsu, 4X1. 3°. Hs hintoil nsmuoh on tha sMlTuldi 
•• this is mf hxl lUiuicell Id ;ini ill. 1 die ntrue tenaiitK>qu>>«n liliu- 
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crimes. Ins complex and suspicious intrigues, and hi^ 
baae attempts to imeigle others into conspiracies thit 
he might have the merit of betraying tbem he amply 
deserved to die, though he might be innueeiit of the 
offbiice for which be suffered. 

TKe conviction of Pai'ry, and still mo e the luppoied 
approbation of his crime by the pontiff \ieie thought to 
justify the severity of the penal laws now in progress 
through the two houses. The catholits before their 
doom was sealed by the royal absent, sought to propitiate 
the queen by a long and eloquent petition In it they 
vindicated their loyalty and their religion flora the odious 
doctrines with which they had been charged They 
declared, 1°. That ail catholas both hitv and clergy, 
held her to be their sovereign as well de jure la de 
facto : 2°. That they believed it to be sinful f>r any 
person whomsoever to lift up hi« hand i^in st her as 
God's anointed: 3°. That it was not in the piwer if 
priest 01- pope to give licence to anj rain to do oi 
attempt to do, that which was smftil and 4° That, if 
such an opinion were held by any one, they lenounccd 
him and his opinion as devilish and abominable, heie 
tical and contrary to the catholic feith Wherefoie they 
prayed th t le Id n t consider them as dsloval 
subjects, n yb ae h yabatained through moti^ea 
ofconscien m hlished serMce, but would 

have am co d on of then buffeiinnS ind 

would refb h the law which had loi ita 

object to b h priests out of the realm 

This petit w ram cited to the chief of the 

catholicole „f a g y, nd was univei sail) approved 
Whan it was asked who would venture to present it to 
theqneen.Richard Shelley, of Michael Grove, in Sussex, 
took upon himself the risk, and was made to pay the 
penalty. The council, for his presumption, comraitled 
him to prison ; where, after a confinement for several 
yearn, he died, tho victiia of his zeal to alleviate the 
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sufferings of his brethren, and an eyidence of the cruel 
and uapiincipalled poUey pursued by (he govetnment '^. 
The queen of Scots had iiassed the wiiitei' in the most 
cruel disqaietitde Fi-om the moment ihat i>be saw the 
bond of association it had been hoi conviction that she 
was condem lad to deatli m the secret counoil of her 
advei anes Thti ralifliit on of Ihat bond by act of 
pariiameut the suspicions thrown out of her being an 
aocoraj hte m the bu] posed 1 on f Tl kmorton 
and Parry her removal fio &I ffi 11 to the old and 
niinous Lastleof luibui3 th nte n f t ansferdng 
the care of her person from I eail t Sh ewshury, 
whose honour had been her p t t a heeper of 
inferior rank, sif Amyas P 1 t, ll e d pendent of 
Leicester, contributed to agiipte 1 e m \w h continual 
alarms. She was not, iiowevor, wanting to herself. 
By repeated letters, she sought to awaken the pity or 
affection of Elizalieth , she siiinod a bond of her own 
composition, by which she declared that all persons who Ji" 
should attempt the life or dignity of her good sister • 
enemies whom she would pursue unto the death '!■; she 
protested that she was completely ignorant of the designs 
attributed to Thi'ockmoi'toii and Parry; and she defied 
her enemies to produce any proof whioU could in the 
alijihtest degree affect her innocence J. 

The discovery of Gray's treachery had induced Mary 
to complain to her son of the conduct of his favourite. 
James .returned a cold and disrespectful answer; re- 
minding her, in the conclusion, that she had no right to 
■ interfei-e with his concerns; that she was only the queen- 
mother, and a3_ such, though she enjoyed the royal 

• CainpATe Stn-pe, iii. 299. sho auppcget Hint tlw pflttlon uns pre- 
■BntFd to ijatllBrnvnl, iviili Pallf nson. p. 496, 497. Whra SlidliTr mis 

tliF pslitkniors uiigbi In linve rrrntert tli« aiiiuneuti of Dh Allen, <ii Iniour 
that >U nrliotai^m Ihu depodug pgwerwBFe tnlusii. Tlii« lifl loluiieS 
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title, pos a n tl t\ w th tl Im f S t 

land*. Th 1ett p J ll ye f 1 \ t 
tliB hope! f 1 a r n 1 so n 

whose aff 1 dlfdtlpldl d 

2^' had aba:i(loned het. In the anguish of hor mind, uhe 
formed the resolulion of disowning him, if be persisted in 
his disobeilience ; of depiiviog him of every right wliich 
he miglit tlaim through her ; and of transfewing all her 
pi-elensions to a prince who might be both willing and 
able to assert Uiemt. But, while she revolved these 
tlioughts in her mind, an accident happened to awaken 
new alarms. A young man, a catholic recusant, and 
suspected to ho a priest, had been brought a prisoner to 
Tutbury. He was confined in a room adjoining to her 
chamber, was cnrriad several times by force, and before 
her eyes, to the service in the chapel, and, at the end of 
three weelcs, being found dead in his dungeon, waa hanged 
before her windowj. His fate was eonsvderod a prelude 
April to her own ; and, under thia impression, she wrote to 
8- Elizabetli, begging, ns a last favour, her liberty and life. 
She demanded nothing more : as to the conditions, hci 
good sister might name and she would aubacribe them. 
She had now nothing to preserve for n son who had 
abandoned her, and was therefore ready to make every 
eacriEce except that of her religion^. But the English 
qneen, no longer afraid of the interposition of James, 
neglected the offers and prayers of her captive, and com- 
mitted the custody of hor person to sir Auiyaa Paulet, the 
keeper, from whose austerity and fanaUcism Mary antici- 
pated nothing but severity, perhaps assassination. 

These terrors were not, however, confined to the queen 

•IeUT.,573. tii.w. 

t Hee 1ier leib'H In lebb, ii. dSD. SSi. AhI anotliar In E,;ertoii'i lire of 
bml Bii'Ctnii. l^iils, L31d, p, 4. "En ceiie Kiulatn oppliiloii, at m'hK pu 

■ ■ er tliiousli Mghl hud huiieil 



TlfwhTibUiiarter^ Kmnov, p. 
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of Scots ; Ihey were common to the whole body of tho 
English Crtlholics, whose lives and fortunes had been 
plaeedi hy the late enactmeiirs, at the mercy of thoir 
adversaries, aad who believed ihat one Rveat object of 
tlie association was a general massacre of the most diS' 
tiuguished professors of the ancient creed. Some, to 
Bave thomselvea, entered into the household of the earl of 
Leicester, or of the other favourites of the queen; many, 
abandoning their families and possessions, retired beyond 
the seas, and risked their lives in the service of foueigr 
powers. Of the others there were two, the eails of 
A.rundel and Northumberland, whose rank and mis' 
fortunes claim more particularly tlie atr.ention of the 
reader. 1°. Philip Howard was the eldest son of the 
lust duke of Norfolk, by Mai'y Fitzallan, dauj-hter to the 
earl of Arundel. At the age of eighteen he was iiitro- 1575 
duced to Elizabeth, who received him graciously, and 
lavished on him marl;s of the royal favour. He soon 
mixed in all the gaieties, and indulged in all the vices, of 
a licenlious court. Hia wife* was forsaken, was even 
renounced, for some other dUtinguiahed female; and tlie 
earl, his maternal grandfather, and the lady Lumley, Lis 
aunt, to mark their disapprobation of his conduct, 
bequeathed to others a considerable part of tlieir prupei^y. IS79. 
On the deatli of the former, he claimed, "'ith the pos- ^'^ 
session of the castle, the title of earl of Arundel; and hia "' 
right, though he was not yet restored in blood ■!■, was 
admitted by the council, But afterwards, whether it 
arese, as he himself conceived, from the luisrepresen- 
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198 ELl^IABETH. [CHAP. III. 

tations of tlie inen Who feared his resentment for tlio 
death of his father, or from the officious imprudence of 
the friends of Mary Stnart, who held him out as the 
hereditary head of their party, ho rapidly declined in the 
favour of his sovereign ; and it was soon evident that ha 
had become to the royal mind an object of distrust, if 
not of aversion. In these circumstances, Arundel 
retired from court to llie society of hia wife, to whom he 
endeavoured to atone for his past neglect by his sub- 
sequent attachment. But Elizabeth's displeasure pur- 
sued him into his retreat. The countess was the fltst to 
feel it. She was presented for recusancy, and confined 
under a royal warrant, for twelve months in the house of 
Sir Thomas Shirley. No similar annoyance could reach 
the earl himself, for ha was still a protestant: but 
repeated attempts to connect him with real or pretended 
conspiracies, particularly with that attributed to Throck- 
morton, warned him of the impending danger; and he 
had already come to the determination of seeking an 
asylum in a foreign land, when he was stopped by a 
visit from the queen, who, after dinner at her departure, 
bade him look upon himself as aprisouer in his own 

fiSj. These several affronts sank deep into the breast of 
Arundel. From the time ofCampian's disputation in 
the Tower, he had been in his own mind a convert to the 
catholic creed, though his unwillingness to forfeit the 
royal favour induced him still to conform to the esta- 
blished worship. But now, smarting under oppression, 
and viewing these wrongs as the judgment of God in 
punishment of his pusillanimity, he sent privately fbr a 
priest, and was " reconciled" to the catholic church, an 
act which, us he well knew, had been made high treason 
by a late statute. But his resolution was taken. He 

• About Chrialmas 1584 Ihc Mil gava » sumptllons bnnqi.el lo the 
^"l^to c"m™d-'ArSllet'ioS^hcin"n'Mii™r" "cmteL lo'lhe k^s-'i' 
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left London to make preparations for his flight hejond 
the sea. and wrote from Arundel lo the queen a lony and 
eloquent epistle, in which he enumerated the fiiilure of Apr. 
all his attempts to gain her confidence, the ascendency '^ 
of his enemies in her council, the disgrace which he had 
suffered, the fate of his father and grandfather, who, 
though innocent, had perished as traitors, and the penal- 
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short resistance, in which he received a slight wonnd, 
Arundel surrendered. He wasdeliveredby Kelloway to 
sir George Carey, the son of lord Hunadon, and commi tied Apr 
by tlie council to the Tower. His imprisonment was 'i'', 
follc:\ved by that of his brother, the lord William Howard, 
and of his sister, the lady Marftaret Sackvillef. 

On his examination before the commissioners, the in- 
nocence of the earl disconcerted the malice of his adver- 



ClsWIikiu liod lulled ilmi the nmt^a mei 
enllar." Eg-^il.liU2. 
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aaries *. He remained rooro than twelve months unno- 
ticed in prisun ; at lonirth tlie uliorge of treason was 
1386, "converted into that of coiitcmpt, and lie was accused in 
May the star-chamber of having sought to leave the kingdom 
!'• without liceni^, and of having corresponded wilh Allen, 
who had been declared the queen's enemy. He replied 
that in the first he v/as justified by necessity, because 
the laws of the country did not permit him to worship 
God according to his conscience ; and that his corre- 
spondence with Alien was not on matters of state, but of 
religion. Both pleas were overruled; and he waa con- 
demned to pay a, ine of ten thousand pounds, and to 
snB'er imprisonment during the pleasure of the queea. 
She made iiim feel the weight of her resentment. His 
confinement was rigoious beyond example ; il lasted for 
life ; and his fate was afterwai'ds aggravated by a new 
trial and condemnation on a charge of high treason t- 

The apprehension of the earl of Arundel was followed 
by the tragic death of Henry Percy, earl of Northum- 
berland, From the moment that noblemau discovered 
his attachment to the ancient ftiith, he had been sur- 
rounded wilh spies ; and during the last ten years had 
l>een forbidden tfl depart from the vicinity of the metro- 
polis. The arrest of Throckmorton had caused that of 
William Shelley, an acquaintance of the earl ; and from 

■ A loiter was OTodiice'l, pnriiortliis to l»atft benn wrSttfrn Ijv nini lo 
DIKj lilsetvM'nnllii NorfiilltiiD wMelilifl wnemadfi lo nlv UulI bif choilld 
BluirUy niliirn Hi tlie lieHrl at a powerful atmy. Hb wu ODty allowvd to 



ir.iinTufcufH^l' 



r, ami ihti mujuitve of tbv ooiiiidl ontPied it to b 
.. „„.„._i|.vBlla"iu(l.B.li. Hi>m>InWlnedt1iaIbl><>u: 
^11lg aliroail Haa UuU ha mjuht ILvB "fla LLbejI^d^-mtnLvtJoi 



bjea in A1t„ _ 

quilu^putKrilyli 
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Ihe confession, voluntary or extorted, of that gentleman, 
it was inferred that Percy had given his assent to the 
supposed conspiracy fjr wiiicli Throckmorton suffered*, 
lie was sent to the Tower: but, though he vemained 
more than a year in close confinement, no prepar.ition 
was made for his trial. On the 20lh of June the lieu- 15 
tenant received an older to remove the carl's keeper, ■■" 
and to substitute in his place one Bailiff, a servant of sir 
Christopher Hatto and th s. ra ight the prisoner 
was found dead in hi bed h ng b n 1 t Ih 1 
the heart with thre I A co q t t d 

a verdict of felo de d Ih d y 1 t th 1 

c«llor, the vice-chamb 1 Ih 1 d h f b th 

attorney and solic t {, 1 se lly h 1 tl 

auiiience in the st h nib t p tl h 1 

had been guilty of t as d tl t f 1 

guilt, he had. to sp 1 m \f th |, m y f p hi 
execution, and to p th h d p p ty f 

his family, committ llfmdllthb f 

his keeper, the great difficulty of conveying flie-aims to 
a prisoner in the Tower, and even the solicitude of the 
court to convict him of suicide, served to confirm, in the 

•Havu Ihe bnHherorTlHniii Iha >tt*lated «rl. Durin]{ the rebel- 

oltf Mil to nwltt in n jmjM* Kir thn libetwlon of Ihe qnern of Seoln Bni 
bis lenlcu <m« reniBHil, iindei ifau 1ilen.thiit lie sclnl in ciilluuon aitli 
DnriihW. ['HuhHu. ai. 119. Aiidenon, ill. sai.) ThemlniaixiB.Dn tho 
DHtuinil, Kinwiired lo Mien Jiim in eunrit (Lodge, ii. S9}. coiHli-niniiig 
hlmlulliOBtiir^hiuiibei in afloe ariWM niBrkii rdiI oq the all>« id 

do™"hfcii hart'lML ™"TriS»,l'.'llls' 119^' * 

^ Tlw eiirl hnd uetl^nlr allowed Charln Fnci^ one nt Ibe i^es, la 
meet ii>rd pAEvt at hit luinHe nt ]*etworth, tbr Ihe fiuTpoae, aa they pre- 
lenrlerl. of mkinE ■ ipltleinrnl oftlie Ihmlly silntca. Tlie chief aciilence 
npiinst him ma Bhelley. wiin iHMeniled to hare lisnd ftnin Fagel that 
Ihe earl hnd eutpied inm n BODiiilncy irlth him fbi ths iavulon or tlie 
kingdom. Sbidle; may have taM Hj: InllbBflietiidmiled by Paget ta 
an liit«oe)iled lelleitollie quaon of SuHbi "That W. Blielley. as Ibey 
"say, iliDiildeooresfllliat I hnve rarefied soma pnuilicefl I had trith tlw 
* eiirl Id him. herein, ne I ahdll aneiver at tlie day iif .iiiitirment, they siiy 

" lire, but Bueh onlLiary tuUi as Ihe couDcil i^bl huie beaid, boliig iudif- 
"lereDL" MufdlD.4l>il 
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minds oF many, a suspicion fliat liis enemies, unable to 
bi-iii^ home the tliai-ge of treason, liad removed him by 



from >lr Wnlier Kiileljjh to ilr Habnt CedJ, iu Mnrdlu. It !■ iKiucn^ 

Beterely enudemned, en nijiat to Iha raemory of Hntloo, W Ot Harrla 
NICQiss, In bis very yalualjlo Memoirs irf tbe Life ana Tiinos oT ac 
Cbrislophei' ILttton, p. 43S — **!. I m'lr. tiovever, be allnirisl to SBf, 






:Ia[ltnuatoeclBDdUiUnovl9 thliiksnoCofBaCton'BlaBiie. KeUom^lIrn, 
iiat tnardered thd bmtliei of Baney, and Honer led tibo an by an his 
ifeUme.^ — Hnrdln, S, 11- Ta this poHBage Bal^gh pkBces Hottoa, In r^ 
set to the duntli ot ^ToithiiiDbwUiid, !a the SBnie OBtflfOrj' vltti tbrea 
ler pwsooB who had deprived ^uir ^cUidb of Ife, either on the Boaffoid' 
hy DflaaBainaJfon, und yet had nErer met wiili TtArvntifia from the frleods 
kindred of ths saaeiss. It ivpeus to nw that Ub reasDnidg nitb CecU 
baud on the odmlnlon tir them both that the vielent dsUh or TfoFlhum- 



timotif d( HoptcD, the Ilsntedaot oi ttas Tonr, that wliea he mime to Nncth- 
nmbeiiaiid'a cell he ftinnd Che door lulled on the io^de, aod cernmaniled 

Imveenterdl the apartnent, (bund Uiat the earl hadbeeaKUIIIyorliiaonn 

considerable time had elapsed since the esploaion of the daj, and more than 
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door hiul teen bolted, ts he tbuDd it, during tlie nhole sf Itast time t To 

and ODE only, who cogLd nSe Mswcr to it ^ Yet 'ihls man, BbIIIK, Ibe noir 

to demoiiab the door, was not examined. .A^d, it mi^ht be Deked if there 
Mas no secret contrlvaoce by vhlch the iwit nlthln couJd be moved hy g, 

it la Baldj izideed, that tlier mar bare been called, thongb Uielr names an 
itot menliDned } hut I will not beliere Uiat If tbey iiad been Axamined, and 
bad eiren faroninble erldence, HiiDh etldenOB would hara been expnoged 
from the offldid copy of Ibe ptocee^Dgs. With respect to tbe several 
Bpeeches made for ehov Id the atar-ahaaber, Uie; revest the deep anxiety 
ofthecabbwt to remove from themselyes the ImnntAtlaQ of bavinn been Dar- 






soienoe. Surely, vith a i^hteoua cause, tbey might have adopted a line of 
proceMlDg le*3 llJrely to provoke auapioion in the mindB of cautlona but alo- 
cere inqnirers. Cauiden allodes to tbe report, but daps not adopt It, be- 
CLUise It was not sufflcieLiUy outhenljoated, — parum ccmpertum, — ood he 
bad made ii a rale to aJuert DoUibig upon bearsoy. Camdeo, 43§. 
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E!ii>l»>th consents to prolsct (Tie BelnUn TnsurneDti— Cancl-jdat • 

ceedinsi npiiost M»rj— n»r Trial M FollierillBBy— ImlBraeBt wii"' 
het— Pelllimi of PuiMament— InlerraMion of tlw Klngsot FriiKeand 

Dishes ber Couu«lla«— Ami Jippensgs the French aod SeixUsli KiD^t. 

Bv the death of Ihe dulte of Anjou, the right of succes- 
sion to tlie crown of France harl devolved on Henri de 
Bourbon, king of NavaiTe. Thus by a si nguliir coinci- 
dence it happened that, in France he well as in Enjiland. 
the presumptive heir was a person professing a religion 
different from tliat established by law; nor were the 
catholics in the one country more willing to see a pro- 
testant, than the protestants in the other to see a ca- 
tholin, sovereign on the throne. There was, liowever, 
this difference; in England Ihe i:ight was claimed by a 
female ami a captive, whose life lay at the mercy of her 
enemies; but in France the heir was a sovereign prince, 

and powerful party. Mary Stuart mi^^ht at any hour be 
removed out of the way ; to prevent Henry from ascend- 
ing the throne, battles were to he fought, and a war of 
extermination Co be waged. Their fortunes corresponded 
with their circumstances. She perishEd on a scaffold; 
he. after a long and obstinate strugj^le, secured the 
crown on his head, by conforming to the ■religion pro- 
fessed by the aiojorily ot his subjects. 
The man \vlio organized this opposition to tlie right of 
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Henry was the young duke of Guise, a prince who had 
inherited the talents with the ambition of his family ; 
and whose zeal for religion was animated by the desire 
of avenging tlio murder of his father. While Anjou lay 
on his death-bed, the duke consulted his friends, and 
resolved to call into action the dormant energies of the 
league ; and the foirnlOT was no sooner dead, than the 
emissaries of the laltor apisad tlieEiselves throughout 
the kingdom, exhorting the people to reform the abuses 
of the ftoverament, to provide for the permanence of 
their religion, and to learn a useftil lesson from the ex- 
ample of a neighbouring realm, where even a woman, in 
possession of the sovereign authority, had been able to 
abolish the national worship, and to exclude the catholic 
nobility from their legitimate inHuence in the state. 
Assemblies ivere held ; treaties were signed ; and the 1585. 
eacdinal of Bourbon, the uncle of Henry, was declared '^• 
first prince of the blood, and presuwpliva heir to the 
throne *. The king of France, though he deemed tlio 
league an act of treason against his authority, found it 
prudent to place himself at its head; but tlie leaguers, 
suspicious of his intentions, compelled him to pursue 
measures the most hostile to his feelings. The wars 
and paciiications, the peijuries, murders, and crimes 
which ensued, are foreign from the subject of this his- 
tory ; but it is necessary to observe that Elizabeth kept 
her eyes fixed on the struggle between the two parties ; 
that she believed her own interests to be intimately con- 
nected with those of the kins of Navarre ; and that 
much of her conduct for some yeara was sujrgested by a, 
wish to avoid the dangers whicli she anticipated from 
the filial success of the duke of Guise. To Henry she 
sent large sums of money, and repeatedly made the offer - 
of an asylum in Eniiland whenever he might find him- 
self an unequal match for his enemies. Under her pro 
tection he would live in security ; and might at some 

• See bis ileclnraUun in lb>. Kiiooiiei d Niien, L GJ1-G97. 



Hosted bvGoogle 



t period make a more fortunate attempt in 
support of his claim*. 

Amonir the priuees who had subscribed their names 
to the league, the most powerful was the king of Spain. 
But though he promised much, he performed little. His 
great object was the reduoiiou of the Netherlands. The 
French expedition under Anjou had formerly discon- 
certed his plans ; he now persuaded himself that, if ha 
could keep alive ihe liame of civil war in France, no- 
thing could interrupt the victorious career of his general 
Faniese, the celebrated prince of Parma 1". To his sur- 
prise a new and most formidable obstacle was opposed 
from aquarler, whence it was not expected. The states, 
despairinijofaid from France, threw themselves on the 
pity of Ensland; and the deputies of the revolted pro- 
vinces, falling on their knees, besought Elizabeth to 
Juno m'''''>er t'ls Belgian people among her subjects. Their 
29. petition was supported by the leadinsr members of the 
council, Leicester, Burghley, and Walsingham, who 
maintained that their sovereign owed it to her religion 
to succour the professors of the reformed faith ; and to 
her people, to disable Philip fVom invading England, by 
tali in g possession of his maritime provinces. But the 
queen was a firm believer in the divine right of kings ; 
she could not persuade herself that the Spanish monar;^h 
bad forfeited the sovereignty of the slates ; nor that sub- 
jects had, under any pretext, the right of transferring 
tlieir allegiance. To accept the offer, she contended, 
would disgrace her in the eyes of the other sovereigns, 
and would form a precedent dangerous to herself. To 
silence those scruples, Leicester had recourse to the au- 
thority of the bishops. If the metropolitan declined the 
task, on tiie plea that the catholic princes must have as 
much right to send forces to the aid of die English ca- 

• Strjrpe, iii. 395. 
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tliolics, as Elizabeth eould hove to support foreign pro- 
testanla, (he cnil found a more zealous, or more courtly, 
casuist in the bishop of Osford, who pronounced tao 
measure not oii!y lawful in itself, hut ono which the 
queen could not in eonstienee reject*. Wiiile, lioncver, 
she consulted, the prince of Pamia improved his former 
advantages : after an obstinate defence Antwerp capitu- 
lated; and Elizabeth, subdued by the impovtunitics uf 
her favourite, the arguments of her counsellors, and iiie 
Bolicifatious of tlie deputies, consented to sign a treaty ^^ 
mth the states, not as their sovereign, but as their allf ; 
not (o withdraw them from their dependence on tho 
Spanish crown, but to recover for them those ftanchisea 
which thej formerly enjoyed. It was atipulaled that 
she should fui-nish, at her own cost, an auxdiary army 
of six thousand men ; that her expenses should be re- 
paid within five rears after the restora,tion of peace ; 
and that she should retain, as securities, the towns of 
Brille and Flushing, and the strong fort of Ram- 
me kins +. 

In these circumstances it became of the first import- 
ance to secure the amity of ScoUand. On the fickle and 
temporizing character of the king little reliance couid 
be placed: he was ready to intrigue with every party, 
and to profess attachment to erery prince who ivouid 
relieve his necessities with money. But experience had 
shown that Scotland might be ruled by a faction in ae- 
flance of the sovereign ; and most of the royal counseL- 
lors had already been bought with the presents and 
promises of Elizabeth. Even Arrati made the tender of 
his services : but his sincerity was doubled; and Wot- „ 
ton was despatched as ambassador to watch his conduct, ^ 
and undermine his influence. The intrigues of Wotton . 

• The blxliop nrciieil ihitl the qnH^. nrcordlnif la Ihe Scrip'ures, vat a 
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were aided by an accidental renc-ontre on the Ijoiders, in 
which lord Russell, the son of the earl of Bedford, pe- 
rished. There was' wolhinsf to distinguish this from 
other similar affrays : but the English council pretended 
that it was the result of a plot to provoke hostilities be- 
tween the notions; and required the surrender of its 
supposed authors, Kerr of I'ernihurst, and Arran tlie 
protector of Kerr. To elude the demand James placed 
both under arrest ; and Wotton improved tiio opportu- 
nity of Arran's absence from court to weave a new and 
more important intrigue. He suggested to the Scottish 
partisans of ElizabetU a plan to seize the person of the 
king, and to transport him into England, or confine bim 
Out. '1 t'le castle of Stirling. His secret was betrayed ; and 
16. the ambassador, by a precipitate flight, escaped the ven- 
geance of the monarch. Tlie moment he was gone, 
Arran resumed his seat in the counc'.: but his activity 
was cheeked by ilia secret friends ofWoiton ; the exiles, 
with a supply of English gold, returned across the bor- 
ders ; their numbers swelled as they approached Stil- 
ling ; they were treacherously admitted into the town ; 
and the king, unable to resist, opened the gates of the 
^°^' castle. He was now at the mercy of llie lords, the par- 
tisans of England, who regained their estates and ho- 
nours, and received the government of the several forts 
as places of security*. A negotiation was opened with 
Ebiabeth; and James, having obtained a promise that 
nothing should be done to the prejudice of his riLjht to 
1588, the succession, oonsenled to a treaty, by which the queen 
July of England and the king of Scotland bound themselves 
5. to.suiipott Ihs reformed faith against the efforts of the 
catholic powers ; and to furnish to each other a comiw- 
tent aid in case of invosion by any foreign prince. Du- 
ring the negotiation the name of the queen of Scots 
seeais not to have been so much as mentioned 'K 

• C-m-lcn, 436-440. Mclvill,., 1 ■?. SloLia.aja. 
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W th this treitv the queen Ind si fficient reason fo be 1585. 
sat sfied but that ivh ch she had coiicliided « th the 
fititesof Bel.,1 im proiLd to her a souii-e of mieasjness 
and re-let The dissiape of iidins reliels who pre 
tended to depose their lawful so\ereign haunted ber 
mmd* she was caiefiil to inculcate that she entered 
into the nar not as a piincipal but as a fr end and aliv, 
with no other iiew than to preserve entire the ris^hts ^j^ 
both of t!ie pi ince and of the people •xnA she sinrtly g_ 
forlade the eail of Leicester the commindei of her 
foices to enirage m any enterpiise or to accept of any 
bonoui whiGli could be construed mfo an admission 
that Philip had lost the sovereignty of the provinces 
But the views of the favourite were rery different fiom 
those of his mistress Hi'' ambit on a<ipired to the place 
which had been poss^sed and forfeited by the duhe of Deo. 
Anjou; and, on his arrival in Holland, he asked, and 8. 
after some demur obtained, from the gratitude of the 
states, the title of excellenry, the ofSce of captain gene- 
ral of the united provinces, and the whole control of the 
army, the finances, and the courts of judicature. When ^™' 
tlie news reached England the queen nxtnirested her 
vexation by the violence of her language. She charged 
I^icester with presumptiontand vanity, with contempt 
of the royal authority, with having sacrificed the honour 
of his sovereign to his own ambition; hut when she was 
afterwards told that he had sent for his countess, whom 
she hated, and was preparing to Jiold a court, which in 
splendour should eclipse her own, she burst into a pa- 
roxysm of rage, swearing " with great oaths, that she 
" would have no more courts under her obeysance than 
" one," and that she would let the upstart know how 
easily the hand which had raised him could also beat 
him to the ground')'. 

• Hr-r nu'^nty. t ser, my lord. Dlten lytr.n Jolli Ml inlu myilike of Ihii 
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If Rlizabeth's anger alarmed. Leicesfer'a sileiiBe and 
Feb. apathy perplexed, the loids of the founnil. It was in 
^''' vain that they offered apologiea for liia conduct, and 
forged deapatches from him tu appease her displeaeure *■ 
She was, or pretended lo be, inexorable. Each (lay she 
aiiiiounced his immediate recall i his friends were loaded 
by her with injuries ; her lelters to him were filled with 
expressions of reproach, and menace, and contempt. 
The earl bore these affusions of the royal anger with the 
iKOSt provoking indifference. Canvineed of his influence 
over her heart, he leil to his eoUeagues in England the 
task of vindicating his conduct, tuid continued to act as 
if he were beyond the reach of her authority. His time 
was spent in prt^ressing from one city lo another ; every- 
where he gave and received the most sumptuous enter- 
tainments; and on all occasions displayed the magnifi- 
cence of a sovereign princet. In these altercations 
three months were suffered to roll away. Elizabeth 
always threatened, but had never the resolution to 
strike ; and her resentment was, at last, subilued by 
humble and deprecatory letters from Leicester himself, 
aided by the address of iiis colleague, the lord Buighley. 
That minister, under pretence that bis services were 
3^ ■ become useless, teiideied his resignation. She called 
him a presumptuous fellow: but the next morning her 
passion had subsided ; she listened to the remonstrances 
of the council, and consented that a plentiful supply ot 
men and money should be sent to the captain-general 
of the Netherlands J. 
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The an'ival of the English army had revived (he 
drooping spirits of tlie Btilgians : its presence in the fiuld, 
while it ga\e a lustre to their cause, could retard, but 
da not repel, the victorious advance of the Spaniards. 
The troops, indeed, fought with their accustomed valour ; 
they gained some partial advantaffes; they wrested se- 
veral towns fi-om the possession of the enemy. But Lei- 
cester proved no match for Farnese; the accomplished 
courtier for the experienced and victorious general. AtOot, 
the close of the campaign the balance of success was 22. 
considerably in fiivour of the prince of Parma ; and the 29. 
earl, on liis return to the Hague, was received wilh 
murmurs and remonstrances. Though heliad conceived 
a sovereiLm contempt for the members of the states, as 
an assembly of merchants and shopkeepers, whose pa- 
triotism consisted in purchasing, at the lowest price, the 
services and blood of their allies; yet he found it diffi- 
cult to return a satisfactory answer to their comploinis, 
that the result of the campaign had not been answerable 
to its e\pense nor the number of the English farces in 
the field equtl to the number stipulated by treaty ; that 
he had violafed then prmleges, ruined their finances, 
ne<[1ectod militaiy discipline, and extorted money by 
arbitiaiy and illegal expedients. In a moment of pas- 
sion he dissolved the assembl} it continued to sit in 
defiance of his menaces, he ne^t had recourse to con- 
cessions and piomises, announced his intention of re- 
turning to England ; and proposed to intrust the 
supreme authority, during his absence, io sir William 
Pelhara, or sir William Stanley, or sir Roland York. 
The states claimed it as their own rifiht; he submitted, 
and resigned the government inapuUlic sitting:; though, 
at the same time, by a private instrument, he reserved 
it to himself. The cause of this hasty and informal 
proceeding was his anxiety to obey the command of 

euA in Camden, 459, aul eome Id ths lelteci to Leiceslnr. In Wrijiht, 
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Elizabeth, that he should immediately return, and aid 
lier witli his advice in the important cause of the ijueeii 
ofSeola*. 

The misfortunea of that princess were, at length, 
drawing to a close : her frieuda had blindly leagued 
themselves witli her enemies, to conduct her to the 
scaffold. The exiles whom religion or interest induced 
to espouse her cause, had soon become split into factions, 
which laid on each other the blame of their repeated 
failures and disappointments. Morgan and Paget, who, 
as the administcatoi's of the queen's dower in France, 
found numerous adherents among the more needy of 
their companions, complained with bitterness lliat the 
introduction of the Jesuit missionaiies hod rendered the 
English government more suspicious and vigilant ; that 
tracts had been written, which could only lead to irrita- 
tion and severity ; and that Persons and his brethren 
had monopolized the ofRoe of advocating the claims of 
Mary in foreign courts, to the exclusion of laymen, who 
were better adapted for such duties, and to the prejudice 
of the Scottish queen herself, whose secrets had been 
betra) ed by the confession of Holt in the castle of Edin- 
burgh, by that of Creighton in the Tower of London, 
and by the disclosures made by their partisan Gray, 
during the negotialion at Greenwich +. Their op- 
ponents replied, that the measures thus condemned 
had mainly contributed to the preservation of the 
catUolic worship in Engiajid ; tliat Mor'jan and Paget 
were, at best, suspicious characters, since tliey were 
connected with men known to be the emissaries of 
Walsingham ; that their impatience or perfidy had 
often caused them to adopt dangerous and unlawful 

* Csraaen, 460. 463, Slo»e, 729. 740- Ileutivoglio, U. BU. 99. Slridg, 
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projeera ; and tlial the real friends of Mary should have 
for tlieir chief object tlie preservation of her life, and 
should therefore reject every plan, the discovery or 
failure of which niii,'Ut lead to her death, Witli these 
ajiveed her arabassador, the arohbiahop of Glasgow, and 
all her relations of the house of Guise ; hut Morgan 
and Paget possessed friends, to whom the habit of daily 
intemoucae gave a greater influence over her counsels, 
Nau and Curie, her two secretaries, shut up with her in 
her prison*. 

Against Morgan, the English queen waa animated 
with the moat violent hatred. The charge brought 
against him by Parry, though unsupported by oral or 
written testimony, had provoked her to declare that she 
would give ten thousand pounds fur his head: and, 
when she sent the order of the garter to the French 
king, she demanded in return the person of Morgan. 
Henry dai'sd not refuse, but waa aaiiameil to consent. li 
He adopted a middle course : he confined the Welshman < 
in the Bastile, and sent his papers to the queen +, 
Morgan employed his time in meditating schemes of 
revenge ; and for this purpose, with the aid of Paget, 
he procured the menus of corresponding wiih Mary; 
and to eflect his purpose, sought out agenta and aaso- 
ciates in every part of England. But he wusopposed by 
one more artful than himself, hy the seeretaiy, Wal- 
singliam, who aware of his malice, secretly encouraged 
his intrigues, and either threw in his way agenta pre- 
viously engaged by himself, or corrupted wilh bribes the 
fidelity of the agents whom he had previously engaged. 
The reader wi!l oliserve in the history of the conspiracy, 
which is about to claim his attention, the co existence of 
two plots, of one by Mor^n against tlie liie of Elizabeth, 
and of an underplot by Walsingham against tlie life of 

• SfB Ihf Iptlm of Mor-nn oni ragal, in Mnrdin. US. 459. 463. *J». 
iK. <93.Kfl. bl6. Sre u)»j Mw, Hlsk PruviucUe AnKlleasB. 13S. "ud 
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Mar J. This, indeed, waa hidden for a time from 
public viesr; but so much of it afterwards traospired 
that it became v-itk Honie a question whether the for- 
mer were not devised aa a covci- for the latter, and 
whether the design against the queen of Enghind 
was not originally su^ested by the dark aod insidi- 
ous policy of the secretary, that ha might thu3 
make tlio raehoess and presumption of tha "Welah- 
man subservient to hia own views against the Scottish 
queen*. 

Morgan's first application was made to Chriatophec 
Blount, a catholic gantleiaan in the household of Lei- 
cester. But Blount wafi too cautious to comprombe 
himself; he recommended for the hazardous office of 
transmitting intelUgenee one Pooley, a servant to lady 
Sydney, the daughter of Waldngham, Pooley made 
ia<K>. i.gpgj^[pj journeys to Paris, feigning himself a catholic, 
20^ '"^"'^k'*'' letters to Mary, sent to her the tender of his 
15aa Bervieea, and was intrusted with the secreta of her 
Jan.' fi^finds in Bnglandf . But he was probably at this 
28. moment — ho certamly became in a short time — a spy 
for Walsingliam. 

Another and more important instrument was Gilbert 
GifTord, of an ancient catholic family in Stafibrdshire. 
His father had long been a prisoner on account of 
hia religion ; his elder brother was a gentleman pen- 
sioner at court; Gilbert himself, at ten years of age, 
had been sent for his education to one of the English 
colleges abroad under the direction of the Jesuits. At 
what time or by what means he was seduced to pander 
for the artful secretary ia unknown, but in December, 
1586, he came to England, and repaired to the house 
of Walmngliam's confidential agent, the decipherer 
Philipps, where he was entertained ss a foreigner, under 
the assumed name of Nicholas Cornelius. He was a 
young man, without almoat the rudiments of a beard, 
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of simple mien and foreign manners, appeared to be 
well acquainted with Spain and Italy, and spoke the 
languages of several countries nith as much fluency 
as if he had been a Balire of each*. About three 
montliB before his arrival, the Scottish queea had oh- 
tained irom EliKtbeth a promise that Chartley, in Staf- 
fordshire, a house belonging to the young earE of 
Esses, the son-in-law of Leicester, should be assigned 
for her residence during the winter. Still, to her 
great disappointmont, sho had been hitherto dotamcd 
at Tutbury ; but now an order waa despatohed for xieo. 
her immediate removal ; and Philipps and Gifford fol- 24. 
lowed her separately into Staflbrdshire, Philipps to 
join Paulet at Chartlay itselff, GiSbrd to visit the 
family of his unole, who resided at the distance of 
ten miles from Chartley. But of both the real ob- 
ject was the same, to organize a plot by which Mavy 
Stuart might be induced to renew without fear her 
correspondence with her partisans, and to provide 
that sooh correspondence should always pass, both 
from her and to her, through the hands of WaMng- 
ham himself. 

For this purpose tbey first secured the services of 
a brewer in the neighbouring town of Burton, known 
in the correspondence by the derisive sobriquet of the 
"honest mau," who on a fixed day of each week 
was accustomed to send his dray to Ohaitloy with 
B, supply of beer for the iimiateB. With, him and 
with Paulot it was arranged that the "honest man" 
should deliver to Paulet every parcel that he might 
receive either from Gifford for Mary or &om Mary 
f & ff d ni tl at Pa let, having sent such parcels 
by xp ess t ^ Is ngh'Wn, should, on their return, 
d 1 th m th n t ek, to "the honest man," 
to be f ard d by him to the SootlJah queen, or to 
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Clifford*. A trial of this arrangeiuGiit was now made. 
Nicholas Cornelius waited on the French ambassador, 
and received from him, to transmit to Mary, several 
letters which had Iain at the embassj more thiui a 
jear. Their arrival satisfied her with respect to the 
safety of the way which was now open to her of 
corresponding with her friends ; and the haste with, 
which she answered those letters convinced the con- 
spiratcrs that she entertained no suspicion of treacheryf. 
Gifibrd, to cover his connection with Wnlsinghnm, 
employed the servieee of a cousin, or brother-in-law, 
living in the vicinity of London, by name Thomas 
Throckmorton J, who, if we may believe the conspiror 
tor, had no notion of the part he was acting. Throck- 
morton, by one of his servants, forwarded the packets 
to the secretai-y, in. whose office, tlirough the aid of 
Thomas Philipps, the noted decipherer, and of Arthur 
Gregory, a man siiilled in counterfeiting seals and of 
restoring thenx after they had been broken, the let- 
ters were opened, dedphered, and transcribed^. When 
they had gone through this process, the originals, or 
the copies, occasionally, perhaps, copies fiilsifled by 
jnterpoiktions, omissions, or additional postscripts, were 
returned, through Throckmorton and Gifford, to PauSet, 
to he forwarded, as if they had then come for the first 
time into his possession. That such falsiflcation was 
praetisod on more than one occasion will hardly admit 
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of a, dottbt* ; whence it plainly follows that entire and 
implicit credit ought not to be given to any of the other 
doouiuents mWeh have come down to as from, tliat lahora^ 
torj of fraud. 

Gifford, in the oourao of the next three months, 
crossed the sea to France, returned to England, re- 
visited Paris, and came back again to England. All 
these journeys were made with the privity both of 
Mary and of Walsingham, Mary was deceived by the 
artful pretences of the triutor that he was closely 
watched, and in danger of being apprehended ; but ha 
> lea^e as his "aubstitute" a kinsman of 
is uDcle'a house, and thus to provide for the safe 
transmission of her cotrespondenoe. He went, however, 
in ftxit, by order of Walsingham, to join Morgan and 
Paget, in Paris. By them he was admitted, as a most 
devoted servant of Mary Stuart, to their secret consul- 
tations, and with them he planned, if he did not origi- 
nate, the conspiracy which sabsequently brought the 
queen to the scaffold. It was in the month of June that 
he returned the second time, and immediately resumed 
his former quarters in the neighbourhood of Ohartlej. 

There was jet a fourth and more important emia- 
sary. Here the reader should be informed that for 
more than the last twelve - months the attention of 
Walsingham had been also directed towards an unknown 
gentleman, who, dressed in the garb of an officer, and 
assuming the name of Fortesoue, had bsen observed, 
daring the last summer and autumn, to visit the fiimi- 
lies of several recusants. By the means of Maude, who 
inanuatcd himself into the confidence of the stranger, it 
was discovered that he was John Ballard, a oatholio 
priest, and that his olject was to sound the disposition, 
of his hosts, and to collect intelligence for the exiles. 
Maude was a master in the art of dissiuiulaiion. He 
accompanied the envoy on a tour along the western 
coast through part of Seotiand, the northern counties of 

VOL. vm.^" ^''%9 '™'' '^ **""' "' ^^"^' "■ ""^ 
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England, and thence through Flanders to Paris. On 
his way, Ballard communicated his intentions to Allen, 
hywhom they were strongly disapproved: but Morgan 
and Paget exhorted him to pei-severe, and introduced 
him, through Greatley, to Mendoza, the Spanish am- 
hassador. He informed that minister, that the hest pari 
Apiilof the English forces had landed with Leicester in the 
"■ Low Conntries ; that not only the catholics, but many 
of the protestants, were ready to espouse the cause of 
the queen of Scots; and that tliey only wiuted for the 
appearance of a foreign force to rise in her favour. But 
Mendosa was not satisfied with the information of the 
agent; he would undertake only to recommend the 
matter in general terms to his sovereign, and to promise 
that, if a, powerful party could be oi^anized in England, 
it should receive prompt and competent assistance from 
the prince of Parma. Both Morgan and Paget were 
disappointed by the coldness of the Spaniard. Now 
ConsultB,tioris wore hsld, at which it has been already 
noticed that Giffbrd assisted as one of Mary Stuart'a 
most trusty servants, and it was resolved that Ballard 
should relnm to England to procure aatiafectory answers 
to the queries of Mendcraa ; that Bahington of Detiiick, 
in Derbyshire, should ha solicited to undertaico the de- 
liverance of the Scottish queen from the custody of 
Paulet at OhatUey, and that an offer which had been 
made to them by Savage, a soldier of fortune who had 
served in the wars of tlie Netherlands, to asaaasi- 
nate the queen of England, should be accepted. Bal- 
lard and Savage immediately set out on their way to 
England, and Qifford came over at the sstme time, to 
convey the intelligence to Walsingham, and to promote, 
by his intrigues, the opposite projects of both parties*. 

♦ Camden, 474, Murfin, 511. 531. 630. Strypc, iv. 200. Howell's 
. tljiB oonajirW ci Psi'is enUre^ to tftftOtd, aa tiie emiasii-j ik Walsing- 
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Babiogton on whise enet^ and resom Ps so much 
reliance had been plaued n a? x young min of fam ij uc 1 
fortune, Hho hdd tnnsmitted latteis to the queen oF 
Scots, when she lesided in Shefiield -uid had always pio- 
feeaed the most chivalrous attachmetit to her Laiifco It 
lias his own opinion thit no attemjt should be uiide m 
favour of Mary during the lite of Elizabeth but when ha 
was fold by Ballard that Savage had ofered to muiderMay 
the queen, aad that the prince of Parma would land at 27. 
the same time with a powerful force, he waived his ob- 
jections, and observed, that the deaUi of Elizabeth tvaa 
of too great importance to be left to the good fortune and 
intrepidity of one man ; that sis gentlemen ought to be 
appointed to that service, while others should hberate the 
Sootlish queen ; and that he had several dear and trusty 
friends, who, he persuaded himself, would risk their lives 
and ibrtunes to serve the captive princess, and to relieve 
their brethren from the yoke of persecution *. 

During the month of June, Babington consulted al- 
ternately with Ballm^ and Savage on the one band, and 
with the young men, the compuiions of his pursuits and 
pleasures, on the other. The former applaud^ his resola- ju^a 
tion ; the latter betrayed a reluctance which he could not 6 
comprehend. It occurred, or was suggested to biin,totoa5. 
ask the advice of Mary herself; and, in a letter which he 
adili'CBeed to her, he stated — miless that letter has been 
falsified — that it was the determination of himself and 
his friends, not only to liberate her from captivity, but 
to " dispatch " the queen, the usurper of her rights; 
assured her that they were ready, on the receipt of her 
approbation, to bind themselves on the sacrament, to 
succeed, or forfeit their lives; and made it their ui^ent 
request that, in her answer, she would authorize tliem 
to act in her name, would give directions for theip 
guidance, and would promise to them rewards propor- 
tionate to their services. The reader will discover in 
this extraordinary document little of that caution and 
• Hardwlcko Pa-pH-a, 228. 
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disguise, so natural to conspirators. It looks as if it 
were written for the sole purpose of drawing Mary into 
the plot, of seducing lier to furnisii evidence, wliioh 
migUt be aflerwai'ds used against herself: and this pro- 
bably was the cause, that eome of bis contemporaries 
considered it, thou sjb owned by himself, tobavebeen the 
ITork of a more subtle and accomplished artist, his friend 
Pooley, acting under the direction of Walaingham *. 

It chanced that, while he was occupied with the Iran 
scription of this letter, a note in cipher was put into hia 
hands " by an unltnown Iwy.'' It purparied to have 
come from the queen of Scots, chiding him for the sus- 
pension of his correspondence, and inquiring whether 
he had not a pacliet for her from fureign parts +. No- 
thing could be more opportune. He sent to her at the 
same time his own letter which, in consequence of the 
arrangement already described, came in due course into 
the hands of Walsingham. Hitherto the secretary had 
kept his knowledge of the conspiracy locked up within 
his breast: but with tliis important instrument in 
his possession, he deemed it requisite for his own safely 
to communicate it b> the queen, but to the queen only, 
and not to any member of the council. Elizabetli, 
alarmed at the danger to herself, insisted on the 
immediate apprehension of Babington and Ballard. But 
their apprehension would have marred the whole in- 
trigue, for Mary yet had done nothing to affect her life. 
He remonstrated: his remonstrances, though they 
did not subdue, shook the resolution of his mistress ; 
and, whilst she took time to deliberate, he determined to 
proceed ; for Babington had promised to be at Lichfleld on 
the 1 2th of July, to receive there the answer of Mary to 
his letter J. 

•lti9 90Bi«fed.bntwillioutHii^nuI)ir>rhyln;npponDrt1ieslBtpniant,in 

BuhiiiGlDD's ii^ttsi mav be leeti 1u Slnte Trinis, I. 1174 
1 Tbla note whs datad V 1>™ ™ •'"■k ^^'^' 0. 3., or Jnlyl^ N. S., but nsa 
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It was plfLin that on the arrival of tlie conspirator at 
Lichfield, a new arrangement on the part of Walsiiig- 
ham woulii be necessary. The vicinity of that iown to 
Chartley would not allow of the delay, which must be 
caused by the ti'ansmission of the correspondence to 
London, and of its return thenee to " the honest man." July 
On this account Phil ipps and Gregory received orders 6. 
to proceed to Chartley, that the letters might be de- 
ciphered on the spot *. 

Philipps, on his arrival, met with a severe disappoint- g. 
ment. He had brought with him Babington's letter to 
Mary, which it was important to deliver immediately, 
that her answer might be ready against the 12th. But 
this required the i^ancy of" the honest man,'" who having 
already engai?ed to yisit Chartley on that day, refused 
to anticipate the appointed tinie +. But, if his obstinacy 
disconcerted Philipps, tlie presence of Philipps was the 
cause of much disquietude to Mary. She suspected that 
he was the same person, who under that nam.e had been 
already recommended to her as one " Ukely to do her 
service :" but in that case why did he visit Paulet ? 
What could be the object of his long sojourn in the 
house without any appaient cause? How came he to 
be treated with so much respect? All this was a mystery, 
which she sought, but was unable, fo unravelj. 
but tlio GiUoviing futifp from n. latler by Philipps aliowa that it bad b»n 

'■ sE.mId be niaMamriBI In lay banilB npon llin m Ibii conntric.^ PbiL In 
WalBiDRbuDi, July fl. I should Bfiito that tm my DcanDlntaim wilb tbii 
laLler, .lid i^h nvenl olhan whlsh jbllmr, 1 un Indebted to the hlDclneii 
of WUl. LaiBh, Bsq, "Iwnrilh enirmtdinay Mai and reaenrehhs! ""'^ " 



m h^re asslini^ u ojdy that 






'Sinippi 



ure ^ to dlfipatcli it tliere, and aeod it unp At t>e hii 
(oWnli.JulyB. 



iboutPhtlippBfDMLmlin,456.ii33. AtChsiUfvhB 
'-nMdsbeaumup do crfdilotdeie.fsct,' w 
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Jnly On the 12th "thehonestman" received, and delivered 

12. tlie letter from Bubington ; and on the next day gave 
to Paiilet a note in cipher, addressed to Babington by 

13, Nau, acknowledging the receipt of the letter, and uro- 
mising a satisfactoiy answer at the expiration of three 
days*. Philipps could not suppress bis joy. He saw 
that Mary entertained no suspicion of the fraud; that 
she was entirely ignorant of the net which had been so 
artfully drawn round her for lier destruction. He wrote 

4 in triumph to Walsingham; " we attend her very hart 
" at the next f." 

Bahingtou's letter reached Mary at a moment when, 
if we may believe Na\i, her mind was in a state of irri- 
tation and despondency. Not only liad new restraints 
been imposed on her liborty, and the few comforts to 
which she was accustomed, been abridged, hut a treaty 
had been recently concluded between Elizabeth and her 
son, in which, according to repoi-t, her right to the suc- 
cession was set aside^. In addition she feared — un- 
■ justly, indeed, as the sequel proved— the stern fanati- 
cism of her keeper, and bad persuaded herself that the 
real object of those, who had introduced the bill "for 
" the safety of the queen's person," was to murder her 
with impunity in her prison $. Under the influence of 

.ieiil'ibhriawcoie.*' 

^_ „ ^ r'pl bad been Appended — urltfllwt by 

BalHugton or Watsiuffliam. is ancei'laio— inqulainff Mary's opiakun it 
Pnoley. N)ui nplled In liec nams tbat ilie bad Kcelvcd a EivounkbiB 
obnmoter or tbe mnn, but bad uevflr yeamreA to employ bim. 

+ PbU.toWola.,Iiilyll. 

t Nau'ipHilsiteticulo EllBihelh DfSept, 10, Mary to Chatli^Huiicu^ 
Jnlj 17. , 

toboremoredfivkoi tfiB custody of Paulet.DulhognHiiiil ufilaoffar 10 hwr 
life, "en toat OTeoemenls, iojt dela mort ^ U Boyve il^Aoglalftre, ou 
iu9nrr«DtlDadnuilep]i¥B," It ptay be Kii]>poaed that tbis roi]uost unjse 
fivmheiknwlerlgeoftbsiiunsplucy. biit shu bad long been toraaiiled 
with thefeu oTaBCBflBlodtioTi under tlie oatuofPaalot,aDd bod fvtoutedl^ 
begged foe SDotbertiEepet, ThiiBonJulyS!,fQ clatter to tlie>Tchbig1uip 
or QiAdgow, ahe tullfdted the good «fllcee of the king of Frasce tbr that 

STpote, ood on the iemegioand^ "aiaeate RoyDfl Tevorl a th^l'er- nu 
adTemdt quelqne hiiurrectlon ou tonintt en ce pajB." Btese appllca- 
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tliHse feelings she regolved to accept the offer of libora- 
lion made to lier by Babington, but at the same time to 
udmonish him, as he vahied her safety or his own, to 
take no step befoi'e he had secured two things, the ser- 
vices of a powerM party within the realm, and the co- 
operation of a Spanish force from the Netherlands, 
which he could not expect to obtain before tlie beginning 
of autumn. With this view she composed a series of 
instructions for his guidance ; her minute was fashioned 
by Nan into a letter in French ; and that letter was 
ttaiislated by Curie into English*. Both the French 
letter and the English version she read and approved ; 
and therefore, for the contents of both, she must be con- 
sidered accountable. The English version was then 
put into cipher for Bahingtont, but, whether correctly 
or not, it was not in her power to ascertain; and this 
remark is made, because at her trial the minute and the 
French letter, which were in the hands of the proseeu- , 
tors, were suppressed, and only a deciphered copy of the 
English version, — and that copy made by we know not 
whom — was produced against her. 



not lo CDrreB|i(iD£>lth BiUuil. Uonllg, EST. 630. In nluca ibe rellirra 

wu u " nn ampla dUpatdi ctmUL^nlufl pnyut by noypt hor advlcfl in e 
' lliiogd reqnlaLtfl, u wdll fbr tlui riite u ibi wutaoiit (1i« nalm," ivU 
rannT orthc puiiEulnn. (Hatdhi.53l> r?t nelthei In thli IrtUt em i 

tn tlLt dsqlgn of afliatilmitLug Elunhatb- Vnt in the Jg^fttred cofiy ' 
ihe nsvurrer la BuUnglDQ Iha uh <s othanriie. Thm shs uka, oi 
laodfl toAski'^liav It^ «s veDtleman do UBsnto pioode," to point 01 
Iho llmti wlien thay Bhauldlia BBt to vnrfc, and 10 menduii the accninplis] 

ea tha JeUor.5 StiU bIw IwwlMro in it " pnuHB," as Mr." Vn 



KTS.'iS; 



' to toraellb hi pnrnonlnr I relbrre to RKare tbe (entilmen 
oneaofolirhotiliBlb '-" .-t,.... -..^ 



liall* on my iinrt* fiii 

A the hiog ol Spun to Bid tbom niili 
tcoopi tr-m ■'■■■ •'••' — '—• '- 



m the Nnfai'lla 
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names of the six gentlemen who had undertaken tu 
assassinate the queen, and that other falsifications had 
probably been made in the body of the letter '[■. 

• PliilippafoWais. Jliljlfl. Paulf t to Wftl JiilyOT. 



pHIa thta tesilmoDy DrCnmden, tlwugh fiie pmlKiipl d«si not Bp[i«ic la 
jLUyof iliedHiphuTedcapiea. AsBalt^DglDn returned do ansner, to ba^e 
diHjiphered the potlKiipt, conld have Brrred to dd otli«T purpooa tlian to 
provoke susplBiiiD a( its anthentliil^. Uc, TJtlH, bomrer, dlmonnd to 
the Stale Fbi«i offloe a amp of piver In olphpr, oa nhlDh wu Indorsed, In 
tho hand of PhlUppa, "The postflcript of tho Sootdsh qiit--'- ^'^— •- "-■■ 

"ingbm." It buliEan dml^ieted brJ&.lMiert iaaa., 

eiawUy with tlis das^pliiiD vt the poitsiript kA 1^ Oamdsn. 
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Babington, however, was nolonger the same bold and 
reckless conspirator who had written the treasonable 
letler to Mary. In the beginning of the month he dis- 
covered that his secret had been betrayed ; but by whom, 
OL' ta what extent, wag only matter of conjecture. Loath 
to impeach Ihe fidelity of his fnund Pooley, he attributed 
the disclosure to the peifidy of Maude, and instead of 
proceeding, as he had promised, to Lichfield, remained 
in London with the open beainig of conscious inno- 
cence ; procured fin Ballard a passport under a coun- 
terfeit name, that he might flee beyond the sea; and 
throuEli the agency, perliaps at the suggestion, of Pooley, 
offered liis own services to the secretary, to act the part 
of a spy on the continent, and to discover the traitorous 
practices of Morgan, Paget, and the other exiles. But 
be was no match for that statesman in the act of dissi- 
mulation. Walsingham, as if he had been duped by this 
hypocritical display of loyalty, (hanked him for his offer, 
promised him a warrant to travel as soun as the queen 
should affix hef signature, and assured him that his 
services should he munilicently rewarded *. His mind 
was now tranquillized: the receipt and decipherment of 
the answer from the Scottish queen opened to him a new 
prospect ; and he wrate a hasty reply, chiefly, as it 
would appear, to account for his absence from Lichfield 
on the appointed day. That cause he attributed to the Aug. 
betrayal of the plot by Maude. Of his own application 3. 
loWalsingham he made no mention: but he " had in 
" part prevented the evil," and was seeking "to redress 
" the rest." She was not therefore to despond. Her 
cause was tlie cause of God, and of the church: and no 
danger, no difficulty should prevent him and his friends 
from risking their lives and their all for its success. 

oration BUMUtuteA tw Uie Jloe EGored out. Bee it in ■IJtkT, Wll. 267. 
* Philippa to ■Waialneham, Jnly 0. Alan Camiien 473, who nppenra not 
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" Wee have vowed," he wrote, " and we will pevforme 
" or dye*." 

Tlie next moining revealed to him thiit the second 
Aug. part of this alternative would be his lot. His lodging 
i- was searched hy pursuivania, and Ballard, who had not 
yet effected hia escape, was apprehended. This arrest 
opened at last the eyes of the conspirator: hetiowhegan 
to think that the man whom he had hitherto cherished 
as a fcithful friend, was ihe real traitor, and, under that 
impresaion, wrote a letter to Pooley expressive of the 
bitterest scorn for his perfidy, and of his own contempt 
of the fate to which tiiat perfidy would expose himt. 
It is difficult to trace his steps for Ihe next two days. 
We find him first consulting hia friends, then repaiEing 
7. as a visitor, or a captive, to the house of Walsingham, 
and afterwards, under the covert of night seeking with 
Gage, Charnock, Barnewell aud Donne i place of con 
cealment in St. John's Wood J 

As soon as it became known that Bab ngton had 
ahsconded, the names of the traitors were pioclaimed 
M'ari'ants issued, searches made and an embargo laid 
on the shipping. These measuies provoked the most 
pxtravagant and alarming repjits that a plot had been 
discovered to burn the city and muider tho queen that 
the papists in the country had alrealy risen in aid of 
the conspirators, and that a combmed force from Fiance 

• Bafjingtiin lo Mary, iuE. 3. 
Bflbins'miflHlmtho'flfth'a i'l"^: ftom tl b rpttet^Ch VStaar fof 

'Sl"tT('"ha ei-mt at Balhrd, •'hswM naoeiiuyft^ Ibe tnu^ ^tMs 
ana ml<s1oo lo the CDOlliieiit, Mil tnelved fur nnKnT Ihtl BoUurd lisl 

pr bring: taken ss Hw lisrbaiirn nf tt (irlHl, unices he edueIii slutter for 
Ihe riixlit in Walslafiliani'a hnnse; Ijint fia^luKlnn Mloneililiis iiliics; 

nudolherK, he im*etl^in n supper at n lixvetn, and atli>iunt6B, rising na 
If it vjutnpHT Ihe bill, lUUlleuving his cloak ItDdB^'ordbelunilluui.itUL^ 
UleicDiie, Csiiid.F^481. 
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and Spain was act lly t \f t h d t 1 dy 

landed, on the south t Th p p 1 t 

plainly fomented 1 th t t 1 

height, that the fo g mb d p d t 

insults and menace th w 1 d th I 

and strangers sougl t t I th 1 d th 

fear of o general m At 1 gtl W 1 h m 

wlio had never lost ght f th f g t g 1 

for their apprehension. Compelled by hunger to quit St. 
John's Wood, they had repaired to Harrow, to a friendly 
family of the name of Bellamy, by whom they had been 
rt'ceiveii and concealed in the outhouses and gardens. 
There they were taken; and were conducted lIienoe-^"g 
under a strong guard, to the Tower, amidst the shouts of 
the populace, the ringing of hells, and the usual demon- 
strations of public tiiumph+. In a short time Abingdon, 
Salisbury, Tichbourne, Travers, and Tilney were brou ght 
up in custody to the same prison; and of all the intimate 
friends of Bahington, one only, Edward Windsor, the 
brother of the lord Windsor, had the good fortune to 
elude the Tigilanco of the pursuivants. But what, it 
may be asked, became of the pretended ftionda of Bah- 
ington, tlia agenta of the secretary? Gifford, the mo- 
ment his perfidy was about to be disclosed, on the first j,i]y 
day after the transmission of Mary's answer to Babing- SO. 
ton, in company with Savage and an unknown person, 
applied to the secretary of the French embassy for the 
weans of sending a messenger to Mary's friends in Paris. 
He was told that if the messenger were willing to act ss 
servant to Dujardin. he might go the nest evening as soon 
as the tide served. The unknown, person was understood 
to be the messenger ; but at the appointed hour Gifibrd 
himself appeared, saying that he had determined to carry 
the message himself, took up the povtmanteau, and fol- 
lowed DujardinJ. Thus he escaped the vengeance which 

* Chateaunsnf, Aug. 24. Brerlon, T4. t Csmaen, 4B1. 

X He p««Bver«l In bLs Irenc&ei; b> tbe lant, having left iiiib the amlrni- 
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he feitred from the kioameii of those whom he had be- 
trayed in England, but not that of th k m f Mary 
Stuart in France. Soon after bis arri 1 h w th wn 
into prison, on account of disorderly d t Th 
they hound him, and there they kept him 1 

finement till his death, in 1590. Po 1 y aa mo f 
tunale. Walsingham shut bim up f p te t tb 

Tower, where ho remained till he c Id h di harged 
without attracting notice or incurring danger*. 

The Scottish queen had been, kept in profound ignor- 
ancfl of all these etents. When the secretary laid her 
answer to Bahington hefore the council, it had been re- 
solved to make a seizure of her papers, and to subject ber 
to more rigorous restraint ; acd Paulot, on the receipt of 
his instruelions, had replied in the pious oant of tbe day, 
that he would "execute them -with the grace of G!od." 
Aug. One morning Mary took an airing, attended by ber 
8. keeper with more than bis usual escort. To her sur- 
prise she was not suffered to return. Uer tears and 
entreaties, her refusal and offer of reaiatanoe, were of no 
avail. She was taken to Tiitall, a bouse about three 
milee distant, belonging to sir Walter Aston ; and there 
two rooms only were allotted for her accommodation ; the 
use of pen, ink and paper, was refused to her ; and every 
means of acquiring information was carefully excluded. 
Whilst she renwned at Tisall, mt William Wade pro- 
ceeded to Chartley, broke open her cabinets, seized upon 
her papers, letters, alphabets in raphet, money, jewels, 
and caskets. But ber caskets were the ebief objects of 
the royal solidtude. A special messenger was despatched 
to superintend the packing of them, and the delivery of 
tbem into tbe queen's own hands. If she expected to 
find among them the so much coveted casket with Mary's 
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letters and BOimets to JBothwell, she was disappointed ; 
but she received many valuable jewels, and, what vras of 
greater importance, Marj'a secret papers, with her own. 
minute of her letter to Bahington, Eiiid the origjaal 
letter in the French language composed by Nau*. With 
this prize, and with the two secretariea and PasquierA 
aa prisoners, ho returned to London, and Paulet received 2 
orders to conduct the captive queen back to Chartley, 
As she walked to her carriage through a crowd oF 
poor people assembled at the gate, espectiog to par- 21 
take of her usual bounty, "Alas!" she s^d to them, 
■with tears, " I have nothing to give you. I am a 
" be^iCT, as well as you. Ail is taken from me." 
When she entered her former apartment, and saw her 
cabinets opened, and her seals and papers gone, she 
paused for a moment, and then, turning to Paulet, 
said, with an air of dignity, " There still rem^n two 
" thinga, sir, which you cannot take from me, the royal 
"blood which gives me a right to the succession, and 
" the attachment which binds me to the feith of my 
" fatheraf." 



in hl< opDlai; 






D-|isi»v»Lii>(^inLiiier9,i. 13»,4»0.>ndVanI<»nniBr. ilL3l9, 8. Hie to 
»lii. ptriod tlint I oliribiite Eliiabeth's ™!«liciiicrt leiMr fg Paulet 
" Amyas. raj mo.t t.Llhfill mttuiI, God reivnrd Ihee liebli'foUl In tbs 
"duabla (br Illy moBl lloulileuDis chiinfa, m well disihuriied. ITvam 
■kont, m; Amyaii. how kindly, buMea duUTuDy, my nuieful beart 
■* iu!cep1elL ymir doabk hi bonn, and [hithfal Hciktiu^ your wise wden, nod 
*• Eufa conduct pKTttHiDBd la u danearouB and onfiy a cbarge. It would 

" any vfile^t of oiy iadgmont the yaiof liiat I priu yoii at ; aod Eunpuse 
" no IreninH to eonnloivaU bimIi b Wlh : nnd stiolf eocdemn mysol? in 
■ Ihit fonit wliich 1 neier omnnilttsil, iC 1 nanul n^.i siich desvtU. Yp». 

"metit vitli aieuncd obb oninlbas datum." Rlie ■ii-oendila lull blm, 
lljat he ilieubi Kihort Maty to r«iiEBt. ■' Her lile dMeriB cdidmI thcso 
- ordera J no excuM oan sene, It bslng so jiluiDly confl^ued by &•, aeton 
-ofmysuilHessdeatli." Sirvpe.iil. S6i. He nev« raKivea this (peni 
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This the queen had expressly forbidden in opposition to 
her legal advisers, under the notion that it might com- 
promise her own safety. Of the prisoners seven, Babing- 
ton, Ballard, Savage, Barnewell, Tichboume, snd Donne, 
admitted their guilt as to one or other of these plots, 
and were therefore convicted on their own confessions : 
of tbe remaining seveu who pleaded not guilty, fire 
were convicted as accomplices on Ihe questionable au- 
thority of passages extracted from the confessions of the 
others, and two. Gage and Bellamy, as accessaries after 
the fact, because thuy had aided and abetted the con- 
spirators after the proclamation. Two successive days 
were allotted for their execution. The queen, whether it 
was to gratify resentment, or to terrify by example, had 
wished that they might suffer some kind of death mare 
barbarous and excruciating than the usual punishment 
of treason ; but when it was represented to her that 
sunb an alteration would be illegal, she consented that 
tile law should have its course, on condition that the 
executions were " protracted to the estremitie of payne" 
in them, and in the full sight of the people. On the 
Sept. first day she was obeyed : but the youth, the rank, and 
*"• the demeanour of the sufferers so powerfully excited the 
pity, and the barbarity of the punishment the horror, of 
the spectators, that it was deemed prudent to concede 
21. something to public feeling; and on the next morning 
the remaining seven were allowed to expire on the gal- 

TeiraTd atm omnibus datum : but tb? reaaoTi Is erident. Tbe reader niU 
sltarwoMa see that be reraeed ttt put Mary to cleats wMQUt a wjUT^nt, 
thcH^h idiziLbeth asked biJD to do it. 
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Ions, before their bodies were subjected to the kaifo of 
the eseeutioner *. 

There was much in the fate of these jouhe; men to 
claim the sympathy of the reader. They were not ot 
tbat class in which coD^piralors are generally found. 
Sprung from tlie best families in Ibeir respective coun- 
ties, possessed of affluent fortunes, they bad hitherto 
kept aloof from political intrigue, and devoted their time 
to the pursuits and pleasures befllting their age and 
station. Probably had it not been for the perfidious 
emissaries of Morgan and Walsingham, of Moi^an, who 
aour^bt to revenge himself on Elizabeth, and of Walsing- 
liam, who cared not whose blood he shed, provided he 
could shed tbat of Mary Stiiai't, none of them would 
have even thought of the offence for which ihey suf- 
fered'K There were gradations in their guiU. Babing- 
ton was au assassin: he sought Co promote the murder- 
ous project of Ballard and Savage, though no particular 
plan had been selected, no deHnitive resolution adopted 
Of the rest, Abingdon, Salisbury, and Donne refused to 
imbrue their hands ia the blood of the English, but 
offered (o co-operate in the liberation of the Scottish, 
queen: the others condemned both projects ; their real 
offence consisted in their silence ; they scorned to be- 
tray the friends who confided in their honour. " It was 
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" my hard fate," esolaimed Jones at tho bar, " that I 
" must either beiray my friend whom 1 love as myself, 
" or break my allegiance, and undo myself and my 
" posterity. I desired to be accounted a faithful friend, 
" and am condemned as a ialee traitor. The love of 
"Thomas Salisbury has made me hate myself: but 
" God knows how far I was from intending treason*,'' 

We may now retui-n to the history of the Scottish 
queen. Elizabeth bated her before as a rival ; after the 
perusal of her answer, or reputed answer, to Babington, 
she sought to revenge herself on her as a rautderer; 
and refused both to listen to the arguments of those 
who wished to extenuate her offence, or to admit the 
solicitations of those who hoped to screen her from pu- 
nishment'l'. Jn the council a voice or two pleaded 
faintly in ber favour ; biit the more influential of theroyal 
advisers would not allow the opportunity to slip frota 
their grasp, and maintained that the death of Mary was 
indispensably requisite for the security of their religionj, 
suppressing, what at the same time they really felt, 
that it was still n o e neces a y f tl e own safety. 
But how was the 1 fe of the capti e to be taken? Lei- 
cester, in his dspacle fom Hoi! nl ecommended 
the sure but Klent op t n of p s n? Walsingham, 
in the Mintrary ait ed, s mo h aouralile to the 
sovereign, the f m and s 1 mn ty f public trial' 
and it was at length a eed n cou e I that tbe queen 
of Si»ts should be removed to the Tower; that she 
should be hi-ougbt before a court of delegates according 
to the provisionfl of the act for the hotter security of the 
royal person ; and that her condemnation by tliat court 
should be afterwards ratified in pailJnmiinl. Thus, as it 
is expressed by Burghley, they would " make the bui-den 
" better born, and the world abrod better satisfyeed^." 
To the tribunal which they bad su^ested, the C[ueen 

•H™cll,i.ll51— 6, 

t Chaslsauneuf, Sspl. ISth, in Bserta, 78, 19. J Candeii, 485. 
& Uq even seat a divine over to prove Uih luirfaLneaa ef liis propoBal. 
IbW. IF BIUb, lU. 6. 
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readily gave her assent; but aim objeoteii to the ralifl- 
catLoii 111 parliament, and with respBvil 1o the place of 
continement iLidulged m her usual viicilktion. She 
would not hear of the Tower, for Mary Lad paitisans in 
the city : to it she prefeiTed the cusl.le of Hertford. But 
the next day Hertford was too uear, Fotheringay, 
which was then proposed, was loo dialai.t: to Wood- 
stock, Graflon, Coventry, Northampton, aLid Hunting- 
don she ohjected, that 'they were uiUier inseuure or in- 
convenient; nor was it, till she could no longer proccaa- 
tmate, that she fixed on the castle ol Folhetingay t. 

It was foreseen that Mary would uimfine her defence 
to the denial of all participation in Iheplol for the mw- 
der of EliKabeth. Now, as we have seen. Walsingliam 
held in his possession tJw minute of her answer to Ba- 
bington iu her oivn hand, with thu aiiswei itseif in the 
French language written hy Nan; and it is plain that 
either of these was Buffident to bring Lome the charge 
to the accused, if either of them (ronlained the murder- 
ous pass^es afterwards alleged against lier, Yet — and 
it suggests a strung presumption in her favour — neither 
of these important documents was prodiumd during the 
proceedings ; not a hint of their existence was sulfered 
to transpire. Walsingham undsrlook to procure evi- 
dence uf lier guilt from the confessions of bet two secre- 
taries ];, whom he kept in conflnemenl iu his own house, 
secluded from all communication with their friends, and 
beset with men urging them to betray the secrets, and 
to bear testimony t« the wicked desi^jna of their mis- 
tress. Yielding to these solicitations, and to their own g^pt 
apprehensions, they offered to reveal the wliole truth ; 2. 
but their GrsC statements disappointed the expectation 3. 
of the council. They amounted to nothing more than 

* laiiB, lit 3. Chalmers, i. 333. 

t GonfeBdonB afS^. 3. Z. Though It sppesre ftom Burgtalcy's lettere of 
Sept. 4 and S that up to that time they had moressed DoUikDg of imporCaoce, 
yet WalslQffhaia luuL tlic face lo InfoiiQ the Flinch amhaabadOL-, before Aug. 
as, Uial th^ '^v^ nhendy confeaaad moi-e than was irantal,— " plusqoe I'on 
DQ TDulolt s" atid Batten, t/a the Sth or flth □! Sept., that Nau bad ramfefiBed 
the whole,— ""recoEDEn el aonfeBa* lout." BgerUoi, T6. 78. 

vot. Tin. 20 
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an acknowledgment that N"au ha^ written in Prenoh, and 
Curie had translated and put into dpher, by order of Mary, 
three letters to Babington ; that ia, the notea of June 15th 
and July 12th, and the long answer to his letter on July 
17th. Lord Burghley attributed this reserve to their no- 
tion that they might be pncished as acoomplieee in the 
^*' plot, and thought, as he wrote to Hatton, that " Uiey 
" wold yeld BoewW to oonfirm ther myatriss crymes, if 
" they war persuaded that themaelves might scape, and the 
" blow fail upon ther M"' betwixt hir head and hia shool- 
"ders*." The documents were then, laid before them. 

5. The two first they readily aoknowledgodf ; but, if it be true 

g, that they wero asked to authenticate nilh their Mgnaturea 
the deciphered copy of the answer to Babington, it is plain 
that they objected, and if they admitted it at all, that ad- 
mission was accompanied 'with qualifications which rendered 
the admission of no value. They were now threatened 
St'jit. with the Tower, a threat whictt implied the infliction of 

10. torture; and Nau in his terror wrote to the queen a 
most urgent supplication for mercy, enclosing what he 
called his protestation, or disclosure of all that lie knew 
" upon his salvation ;" of which the sum was, that the 
letter from Babington did, indeed, contain an allusion 
to her death, but that Mary took no notice of it, because 
it waa a thing which she neither desired nor intended, 
though she did not think herself obliged to disclose itj. 
A short respite followed. But the day after the butchery 

^'- of Babington and his companions, on the very morning 
on wliich tlie other seven viclims were drawn to Tyburn, 
when it rai^lit be expected that the fear of similar pu- 
nishment would render ibe two secretaries more tract- 
able and communicative, they were summoned before 
Bromley, the lord, chancellor, lord Burghley, and Sir 
Christopher Hatton, commissioners appointed by the 
qaeen to examine them offidally^. After several ques- 

l, from Mr, Leigh'B coneotlon. 
u, Sepl, e, Ellis, iii, i. 
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at the end of two da} s to another house. That hu use, 
on her arrival, she found to be the castle of Fotheringay 24. 
in Northamptonshire, the place selected for her ti'ial and 
death. At Windsor irresolution still prevailed : new 
questions continually arose ; council after council was 
held, and the intended proceedings were repeatedly 
postponed. At last a commission was issued to forty-six Oct. 
individuals, peers, privy counsellors, and judges, consti- "" 
luting them a court to inquire into and determine all 
otFences committed against the statute of the 2Jtli of 
the queen, either by Mary, dai^hter and heiress of 
James V. late king of Scotland, or by any other person 
toflb Ihey wefe oompulsorr, and made bef«^ Che coDUUEeaLQuera- Tor tbin 
reaaou Nait reniarbB thai Bablngton and bie friends n^re execaled, '^ axaot 



T Bee note (J.) at Uie end. 
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Oct. wliomsocTer *. Clmsleaimeiif iramedialely demanded 
7- in the name of his sovereign that Mary miglil have the 
assistance of eounsel, according to the practice of all 
other nations : to which a verbal answer was returned 
B. through Hatton, that the queen wanted not the advice 
of others to instruct her how alie ought to act : and that; 
as the civil law considered prisoners in the situation of 
Mary Stuart unworthy of counsel, she did not, hy the 
refusal of such aid, depart from the ordinary forms of 
justice -C 

11. On the nth of October six-and- thirty of the commis- 
sioners arrived at the castle];. The following day the 
Scottish queen remained in her chamber under the pre- 

12. tenee of indisposition, hut admitted Mildmay and Paulet 
with a notary to deliver to her a letter from EHzabetli, 
announcing the object of these proceedings. She read 
it with an air of composure, and turning to them said, 
" I am sorry to be charged by my sister the queen with 
" that of which I am innocent ; hut let it be remembered 
" that I am also a queen, and not amenable to any 
" foreign jurisdiction }." 

13. The next day, having nerved her mind for the meet- 
ing, she received deputations from the commissioners, 
and conversed with them in the hall of the castle. 

•raniden (486) leclles it tt iGnglh. 
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j Com rl™, 490 During Ihia discqaiioa slie obseivert Mpeiiedly that 
■be QoiM not eumpcehena that pBuume In the queen's Ictti^c, whlrii said 
that she vss hving in Eui;liiud ituder tlie queea\ prntrcliaii. IJhe Uirre- 
1b» T.'qIwiM an explannliDU of i> from Uromte;, ifie clisiicfllor. II wni 

Ihirir soveremn, nor had ti.ev ame then for thai purposio, Howell, 1169, 
1170. Caind.492. 
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Thero were four intei-views but no reasomnff of the 
lawyers, no threat of proceed ng aga i st her fi)i con 
tumaey, could shake her resolution SI e miint ined 
that the statute of the srih of the queen could i nt bind 
her: she was no party to it. it nas contrned l.y her 
enemies, and passed for her ruin. Whence did the com- 
missioners derive their authority? Fram thoii- queen? 
but that queen was only her equal, nol her superior, 
Let them 6nd persons who were her peers ; and let such 
sit in judgment upon her. She was aware that these 
objections could not save her — for the queen's letter 
proved that she was condemned already — but she woiild 
never be the person to degrade the Scottish crown, nor 
stand as a criminal at the bar of an English court of 

An expression, however, had fallen from Hatton in 
the course of conversation which exceedingly distressed 
the unfortunate captive ; that, if she refused to plead, 
llie world would attribute her obstinacy to consciousness 
of guilt. In the silence and solitude of the night the 
iiigh tone of her mind insensibly relaxed: in the morn- 
ing she received a harsh and imperious note from the Oct. 
queen, who, after the chai^ of seeking her death ami ''^' 
the destruction of the realm, proceeded thus : " «here- 
'■ fore our pleasure is that you make answer to the no- 
" bles and peers of my kingdom as you would answer to 
" myself, if I were present. Therefore I order, charge, 
" and command you to answer to them ; for I have 
" heard of your arrogance. But act candidly, and you 
" may meet with more favour. Elizabeth -I-. " It was, 
probably, lliis last line that turned the balance. It held 
out a faint gleam of hope ; and Mary informed the com- 
missioners that she was content to waive her objection, 
but only on condition that her protest against the ou- 
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thnrity of the couct should be entered on the racord of 
liuic praeeedings. To this, after some demui, thev as- 
sented. 

It was, pevliops, unwise in the Suottish queen to malte 
this concession.. She was placed in a situation in which, 
though she might assert, it was impossible that she could 
prove, her innouence. A single and frieniileas female, 
the inmate of a prison for the last nineteen years, igno- 
rant of law, unpractised in judicial forms, without pa- 
pers, or witnesses, or counsel, and with no other know- 
ledge of the late transactions than the reports collected 
by her female servants, nor of the proofs to be adduced 
by her adversaries but what her own cotyectures might 
supply, she could be no match for that array of lawyers, 
judges, and statesmen, who sate marshalled against lier. 
and, if among the commissioners she espied two or three 
secret friends, they were men whose fidelity was sus- 
pected, and whose lives and fortunes probably depended 
on their vote of that day: the rest comprised the most dis- 
tinguished of those who for yeais had sought her death 
in the council, or had clamorously called for it in pai'lia- 
ment. Yet under all these disadvantages she defended 
herself with spirit and address. For two days she kept 
at bayth h t fh If tl h' d th p d 

ings wei p 1 1 by dj t W t 

The el g a^ t tb S tt h q 1 1 th t 

against 6 h to h d been d d d t t\ p ts 
that she 1 d pir d w th f d t to t 

procure, 1 tl y as f th re Im 2 th d th f 

the queen. In proof of the first pait wa adduced a 
multitude of letters, either intercepted or fou«d in her 
cabinet, between her and Mendoza, Morgan, Paget, and 
OtUars. These, if they were genuine, and of that there 

• Lord Bnr^hlsy, hgivstm, as if she did not labour under snfHtient dis- 
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can be little doubt, showed tliat slic bad not only ap- 
proved the (ilan of inyasion devised at PariE, but liad 
offered to aiil its execution, by inducing her friends in 
Scotland to rise in aims, to seize tbe person of James, 
and to prevent the march of succours to England ". 
Mary, though she refused to admit, did not deny, the 
charge in general. She trealed it as frivolous. She waa 
not bound, she said, by their statutes ; she was the equal, 
not the subject of Elizabeth ; and between equals and 
sovereigns there was no other law but the law of nature. 
That law fully autliorized her to seek lier deliverance 
jram an unjust captivity ■^. She had proposed terms, 
offered securities, and then had claimed the right of em- 
ploying every resource in her power for the recovery of 
her liberty. Yet her prayers, her offers, her warnings 
had been despised. Where was the man that could 
blame her, if, in su<:h circumstances, she had accepted 
the tenders of aid which were made lo her by her 

With respect to the second cliarge that slie had con- 
spirBti the death of the queen, she denied it with tears, 
and solemnly called on God to bear witness to her inno- 
cence %. The crown lawyers produced in proof, first, the 
copy of the letter from Babington, in which occurred 
this passage : " For the despatch of the usurper, from 
"the obedience of whom by the « 



■ Tbis project to BFiic thfi person 01 JnEnes. nnd OArry bim one of uie 
IlLp^om, did ber mucUtufm. Yet it would hjve been fair to traollFct 
lltal it yoa AqgBHtod to ber by the conduct el her eaeiulcs. who Find rs- 
pentrdly ma^ uiuaseJT«s DutaH of tha toynt penau, nod of ISIIsabelh, 
vbobad u ufteo requliud ihnt tb0 kib^ lUould bv sent mto EuitlaDd, 
Apothn IflCtDT was nad, la tthicU sbe eS|iTeBB«d anlntuttion of baqoenth- 
Irt^to tbs SiifblBh k1i-g bar rifht to ITie siicooB^on to Ifae Eaebah throne. 
HsTdwlahe'piipen, ZVJ, lu ntum hha merely (Atseneil that ibe hnd been 
Ibread to Buch mEasarBa. Hot cDohiiflB Imd dspiivad bar of all hope tn 
Eualandi Khu was tbenfijio eocawUed to puiohaH fcieiula Qbmad. How. 
ell, 1198, 
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On these points the croin law^Lrs observed a mysteri- 
ous silence. The) deemed it sufficient lo show that 
there hnd once been originals with which the copies cor- 
responded: and for thit purpose they adduced, 1°. a 
confession of Babingtoii that he had wiilten a letter 
to Mary, and had leceiied an answer containing similar 
passages, and that he beheted these copies faithful Irau- 
Ecripia of the originals : 2°. the confessions, perhaps gar- 
bled T and misrepresented confessions, of Nau and 
Curie, from which it seemed to follow that the manner 
of proceeding by the sis gentlemen was one of the sub- 
jects ruBommended for deliberatinn by Mary : 3°. the 
admission in several of her letters to her foreign corre- 
epondents that she had received from, the conspira- 

» It bean BD awkward, and Uiereforc auspicious, appeanmoe, that, whiie 
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tors notice of their intentions, and had ^rea to 
them insljuotions on the seyeral heada. These con- 
fessions and admissions amounted, it vias mnin- 
taiued, to satisfactory proof of tho authenticity of the 
copies. 

At first the Scottish queen, in ignorance of the proofe 
to he brought forward, refused to acknowledge any corre- 
spondence between herself and BaUngton ; but, after the 
production and lecture of the letters, she admitted, with- 
out hesitation, her note of the 5tli of July, H". S., hut tb- 
Bolutelydenied that she had ever wrilien any siicA answer 
as that of the dateof Juty 17th. " She protested,'' says 
Burghley, " that the poynts of the lettres that concerntd 
" the practise against ttie Q. Ma'"- person was never hy 
" hir wrytten, nor of hir knoUedg*." She contondud 
that, if her adversaries had really sought to discover the 
truth, instead of putting Babington to death they would 
have produced him to bear testimony against her ; that 
his confession, if he made it, was of no value, because it 
was probably dictated by tho hope of mercy ; that she 
knew not what Nau and Curie might have been led to " 
acknowledge, for Nau was timid and simple, and Curie 
the constant follower of Nau ; it might be that they had 
confessed what was false under the notion tiiat they 
would thus save their own lives without endangering 
hers: that this was not the first time that her letters 
had been copied and intetpolaled : it was easy for one 
man to imitate the ciphers and hand-writing of another ■ 
it had been lately dune in France, and she greatly feared 
that it had also been done in England by Walsingham, 
to bring her to the seafFold: for Walsingham, if she 
were rightly informed, had before this been practising 
against her life and that of her son. At these words the 
, secretary rose, and protested before God, that in liis pri- 
vate capacity he had done nothing unbecoming an ho- 
nest man, nor as a pubhc officer any thing unworthy of 
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hia place. Though his jinswer was calher an evasion 
tban a denial of tbe charge, Mary prayed him not to bo 
offended * she had spoken fteely what she had heard, 
and Loped Ihstt lie would give no more credit to those 
who slandered her than she did to those who accused 
him*. She renewed her declaration that she knew no- 
thing of the obnoxious passages i and asked for her pa- 
pecs — with them she might perhaps explain the mys- 
tery — and for het secretaries — were they confronted with 
her, the truth might soon be elicitfed — at present they 
ought to be considered unworthy of ci'edit. They had 
been sworn to keep her secret* ; if they had accused her 
truly, they had perjured themselves to her ; if falsely, 
they had peijured themselves to the qtteen of England. 

It is plain that, since the authenticity of the copy was 
disputed, there remained but two ways of solving the 
dif&oulty : the first and most satisfactory, by the produc- 
tion of the original minute and letter, which were in the 
hands ofWalsingham ; and, if that could not be granted, 
by cnnffonting Nau and Curie with their mistress, to 
which Elizabeth had with some reluclance assented. 
Bolh, however, for reasons best known to the prosecu- 
tors, were refused; and Mary demanded to be heard in 
full parliament, or before the queen in council, who, she 
persuaded herself, would not refuse that iavour to a sia- 
Oct, tst queen. Then rising with an air of confidence, and 
15, addressing a few words aside to the lord treasurei', the 
earl of Warwick, Hatton, and Walsingham, she retired 
to her own apartment. The commissioners, after a short 
consultation, adjourned the court, to meet again in the 
star-chamber at Westminster, on the 3Sth of OctoberT. 

• Cnmdeo. 199. From pail of Wttlrfngham's onswer— '• if I had eai- 
" jiloyed KallArd to pli>l Bit ma, why did ria not say so. to save his life ' " 
It l3 plain tluLt Maty had luwustd him of amploying Bnllnrd to cet Im tlla 
inrd', she nould not ka.K b«;D far rtnm thn Inuh!"*' '""''^'"™ "' 

-t Onmden, 90a Duislilev. ivriUng the tame day.injs of Miry'a defence, 
•^ ^V^^x/'VtS^i'it*ihrU^X^"'^^^tl Thr»<rm7imSf 
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On that day, notwithstanding the reclamation of 
the French ambassador, the court was opened in 
the presence of a numerous assemblage of members 
belonging to both houses of parliament. Care waa 
now tiJten to bring forward the two aeeretaries — 
not, however, that thej might he confronted with 
Mai'y, who was absent, immured in the castle of 
Fotheringay — hut that they might affirm the truth of 
the depositions which thej had previously made. This 
they certainly did : but, if we may believe Nau, it 
was not all. He moreover mmntained, as he had 
on all occa^ons maintained, that the prindpol heads 
of accusatioQ, those on which alone could be based 
any pretest for condemnation, were false. Walsing- 
ham rose with warmth, reproached him with speak- 
ing contrary to his consoienca, and endeavoured to 
silence him with the depcdtions of the conspirators 
already executed, and of some of Mary's servants. 
Bat Naa repeated liis former assertion, summoned 
the commis^onere to answer before God and sSl chris- 
tian kings and princes if on such felse charges they 
should condemn a queen, no less a sovereign than 
their own ; and loudly demanded that this his pro- 
testation should ha entered on the record*. But his 
efforts were fruitless. With the exception of tha 
lord Zouch on the separate chai'ge of assassination, 
' QOusly gave judgment, that 



not ramflin ^lere bo long wlthonl cflii^ng " A waste of bread orefLLer thaa 
"the oonntry couM ):ear.» BargUer to Daiisoc, Ool. 15. MlB,lJi.l3. 
Bnt WatalDgliMninftffinB tha unbMBadon U fcrelKQCouvto f Imt the adjourn 
toent "wsa thoneht ooaveoienl; in lafeat lbs matler louchal s. peiDon ot 
"her qoBllUe." Wil|!ht,a.8a). Iq dot, on OolohBr Y, tbe qufen hiul (Or- 

" find It meet, and It la our plenaure, tlmt jou ftirbeai' t!ie prDDDunoiog 
" Lher«>r, until auoh tJme aa you (Bur^lil«y and his ooil^a^a) shall bava 

" coeaioga and opiit^na in tliat b^iaif.'^ tficlWs, TA^ of navldBon, 
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Oct. after the last sessioD of parliament, and before the 
29. date of their coinmission, Marj, daughter of Jamea 
v., commonly called queen of Scotland, and pretend- 
iog title to the crown of England, had, ■with the 
aid and ahettance of her secret^iea Nau and Curie, 
oompnaaed and una^ed divers matters tending tfl the 
hurt, death and destruction, of tlie queen, contrary 
to the form of the statute specified in the commis- 
sion. This, by the act, was equivalent to a sen- 
tence of death against all tlie three, to be carried 
into execution at the pleasure of the queen. A pro- 
vision was, however, added, that the judgment agiunst 
the mother should not derogate from the right or 
dignity of her son, James, king of Scotland, but that 
he should continue in the same place, rank and right, 
as if it had never been pronounced*. The judg- 
ment was then entered in the form of a record, and 
afterwards subscribed by the aeveral commissioners, 
even by those who hiui not attended at Fotherin- 

The life of the Scottish queen now lay at the merey 
of Elizabeth. Prom foreign powers she could expect 
no effectual relief. The Spanish monarch had to main- 
t^u his ground in Flanders against the combined 
army of the insurgents and the English ; the king 
of France, harassed by religious wars, might entreat, 
but could not intimidate ; and with respect to her 
BOn, the Scottish king, it was plain that his cldm 
to the succes^ou would render him unwilling, and 
the English pensioners in his council would render 
him unable, to draw the sword in her defence. But 
indeciaion was one of the leading trwts in the char- 
acter of her adversMy. Elizabath, -while her objeel 
was at a distance, pressed towards it with impa- 
tience ; but always hesitated to grasp it when ill 

* Camclen, SOT. ChaBteBaneur In EgertoD, 3B. 88, 39. Statuteg of fietOUi 
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• JeiiBTqiidraia nna assCTrer que In Rmnefeca ™='*"' iBliiaommt. 

qnriqiw jouc prendre de wile bnioBat i\m resscution en ponrrn auivm ua 
mntiii, doioni qo'on y nit pcnse, et puis OH dira qu'ell" eai mort* dun 
CBlarre, CliHiteana. Oct 97. KgniaD.SS. Ha w»b mliiUken. GUii- 
Ijeili'a coiiueeUore ?Di])(hL indeed tki« deaih ot Hory, for tJiair own security 
nBneIlniitlutortliaqiieen:I)Dr|.'liley (bond thnl EliiBhelU'i " sUiakneii 
'^ dill |]4>t stHnd with het aurnUe or tAcFf ohil" f Burjililey to LekMWr^ 
Oct, a ') WBltlngham beUered the ileKth of Uu; neneuHTy " Cir hsc 
" mnJasUcs pnsEerralion and licr leniMd," (Wnl.loSbrewsbury, OoLft.ll 
bul. lor ihanery rfaaon tliey wiihed il to laJw piece openly, and la 
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V, er no eapedieDt could be devised to secure her 
■- own life from danger, and at the same time spare 
her the necesaty of taking that of her Itinswoman. 
When, the question was ^ put, the members rose in 
, their places, and pronounced such an expedient im- 
possible. Q^e chancellor and speaker communicated 
tiie result to the queen, and Elizabeth returned this 
ambiguous answer: "If I should say that I meant 
"not to grant your petition, by my faith I should 
"say unto you more, perhaps, than I mean. And 
" if I should say that I mean to grant it, I 
" should tell you more than is fit for you to know. 
" Thus 1 mnat deliver to you an answer ansvfer- 

The unwelcome task of announdng these occurrences 
, to Mary 'n'aa imposed on lord Buchhui'st, in company 
with Beale, the clerk of the couceil. Armed with 
instvuotions, and a mass of documents from Wal- 
singham's office, they proceeded to Fotheringay, and 
were introduced to the Scottish queen, together with 
, her Iteepera, Paulet and Drury. Buckhurst informed 
her that he was come, by order of Eiiaabeth, to ac- 
quiunt her with the proceedings in her cause since 
the adjournment of the commissioners to Westmin- 
ster. There they had examined her secretaries, who 
had repeated thdr former statements, and there, af- 
ter mature deliberation, they had declared her guilty, 

• LniA'B]i>umab,l!i,l?G. Honi-ll, l)g>~1101. D'Eima. 3S0. Puck- 

buimd, t>y t!i«lT iMlii, Id Vill Ihe uiiKD of Scotg. Ir Ihev sliould do It 
wilhoul liceoiD, tlifry v;rmld Incue mBladLKikBtkiu dT hermojeityj irtb^ 
dill DDld.iil, tbi.y VDUld bepEiJared, snii idcut thg indlBnalloii of Ouj. 

noiilil DnVnd Ood by ipoiiag the wleked pr^nccD nboiii e<id hud deilveicd 
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to make to the Eogliah queen : — 1. That her money 
and jewels miglit be restored to her, for tlie purpose 
of boqueii-thiiig them as legades to hor servants ; 
and, 2. That she might be indulged with the attend- 
ance of a eatholio pi'iest ; for, as she had always lived, 
eo it was tier resolution to die, a member of the eatho- 
lio church*. 

On the second day after this, she received a vidt Nov 
from Paulot, who told her that since she had made ^■ 
no use of the time that was granted to her to con- 
fess and ask paidon,the queen had ordered her ehair 
of state and canopy to be removed. She was a ivoman 
dead in law, and not entitled to tho insignia of royalty. 
They were taken down by a party of his men. He 
then seated himself before her, face to face, put on 
hb hat, and ordered her MUiard-table to be removed. 
Baying that she ought to prepare herself for death, and 
could have no time to spend in idle amusements. She 
replied that she had never played on it yet ; for they 
Jiad given her employment in other waysf- Mary 
was now occupied, for some days, in writing several 
important letters: — to pope Sixtus V., to the dute 
of Guise, the archbishop of Glasgow, and Mendoza, the 
Spanish ambassador j in Paris. Her servants, to sup- , 
ply the place of her canopy of state, had affixed to 
the wall a large cross, bearing an image of Christ in 
the agony of death. This, in other circumstances, 
■would have aroused the iconoclast zeal of Paulet ; 
but the nest timo that he came into her preseneo 
he was an altered and an humbled man. He had 24. 
been severely rebuked by Elizabeth for his former 
rudeness to Mary. He came to apolo^e, saying that 
he had mistaken an order from the counial for an 
order from the queenj, and to inform Mary that her 
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requtst? by lord Buckhurat hid been so far granted 
that 1 er moopy would be rcstoitd to ber, and Pecan, 
her almOQOr, would hue thp *"iuie iroedum of waiting 
upon htr as any ot her other servantB (she gUUy 
availed hersplf of this coni-pssion, and confided to the 
cjie of Preau the letteia she had written They dll 
rei^lied their destination 

The judgment of the commissioners had at length 
been proclaimed by sound of trnmpet in London The Dec 
bulla tolled for twenty-four honrs ; bonfires blazed m 6. 
the streets ; and the citiiena appeared intoxicated with 
joy *. This intelligence awakened new alarms m the 
bitast of the unfortunate queen. She knew that hv 
the late statute het life lay at the mercy of every 
member of the association r slio recollected the late of 
the earl of Northumberland in the Tower a d ahe 
l>ersuaded herself that it would be her lot to ftiU hy the 
hand of an assassin. After many solicitationa she oh 
tained permission to make her last vequestb to Elizabeth 19. 
They were four . that her dead body might be conveyed 
to France, and deposited near that of her mother that 
she might send a jewel, her farewell and 1 ei blesi-ing 
to her son ; that her servants might be allowed t« 
retain the small bequests which it was her intention to 
make (hem ; and that she might not be put to death in 
private, otherwise her enemies would say of her, as they 
had said of others, that despair had induced her to 
shorten her days. Throughout the whole letter she care- 
fully avoided every expression, which might be inter- 
preted as a petition for mercy. She thanked God that 
he had given her the courage to auiTer injustice without 
murmuring; expressed her regrot that her pacers had 



" the procUupaUoQ [ aal 
"InEiaDWB ta proceeil tb 
bniy, Deo, i. 
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oot been lionestl^ and entirely suljinitCed to ihe iaspec- 
tion of EliKalieiii, who would then have seen whether 
the safety of their soveraigo was the real object, of her 
ad^-ersai'ies ; and, as she was about to leave this world, 
and was preparing herself for a better, hoped it would 
not he deemed presumption, if she reminded her good 
sister, that the day would come, when she must render 
an account of lier conduct to an unerring Judge, no less 
than those who had gone before her*. This noble 
letter, worthy of a queen and a martyr, was the last 
which Mary wrote to her English cousin. It drew feais 
from Elizabeth, but nothing more. No answer was 
returned +. 

'JTiese extraordinary proceedings had attraetod tha 
notice, and excited the wonder of the ncigbbouring 
nations. All sovereigns felt a common interest in the 
fate of Mary; the kings of France and Scotland, as 
more nearly allied in Wood, were more eager to rescue 
her from death. 1°. Though Henry HI. might hats 
the house of Guise, lie could not see, with indifference, 
tbe head of a princess, who had worn the crown of 
France, fall beneath ihe ase of the executioner. But 
the weight of his interposition was lightened by tha 
hnowledgo of his necessities ; and the harshness of a 
direct refusal was eluded by fraud and cunning. At 
the request of Chasteauneuf, he had sent BcUievre with 
instructions to remonstiate in the most forcible and 
pointed language. The ambassador found unusual ob- 
j, stacles thrown in his way. He was first delayed under 
'• pretext that hired assassins, unknown to him, had in- 
sinuated themselves smong his followers; and then an 
inquiry was ordered, whether the plague had not made 
iis appearance in his household. In the mean time, 

• *' Ne m'flccusea da prpaomption. a 
" prepiitQiit punr dd idpiJTmri JB vons re 
** ivapondra du Toltti cUtaxgn auhsI birn t 
-|i«mli'r»." 19 Dccenibie. Tliowbolt ,.. 

t " Thora J9 1 letter ttom tha 9cDtlUi qnvn, thjit Imtb tfrouglit tontp t 
" bnt I Unit ibnll doa nornrtherhnelni ilbelt tbs drln li Un dajiin^r- 
"ou." LdwataEtoWBlvngluiD. Ellis, toL lii. li. SS. 
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the resolution of iiailiament tbtt notlim„ short of the 
death of Mary could secure the hfe ol EI zabeth IndNov. 
beea made pubiic ; anil then BelheMB was introduced ^' 
to the queen, seated on her throne and surrounded by 
hec officers of state. She listened to h m with im 
patience; and replied in a Ion:; and studied harangue 
but with a tone of asperity and flush of oounteiance 
which betrayed her inward emotion She exaggerated 
the guilt of Mary, and claimed the praise of foibearante 
She was, indeed, loalh to shed the blood of one so 
nearly allied to her; but she knew not how to ref ae 
the just prayer of her people He must theielort be 
Kontent to wait a day or two, aid he Bhould ii- ei\e hei 
final determination. For more than a month Bell e\ie 
attended at court; but all his applications wert fuitless 
and, when every other excuse had been exhausted, he 
was told that the queen would send an answer by a 
messenger of her own *, After his departure, L'Au- '58? 
bespine, the resident ambassador, veauraed the negocia-"'""' 
tion ; but was silenced by a low and unworthy artifice. 
An unoBrtwn rumour had been spread of a new plot to 
assassinate the queen, which had been traced to the 
French embassy. The ministers assured L'Aubespine 
that they believed him incapable of the crime; but °' 
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they imprisoned his secvetar rait ad 

produced documents in proof f 1h pi t Tl F h 
man reraonstrateil in liaughty d IF 1 g § 

all oflicfal communication betwee th t it 

suBpended ; and five despal h f m tl rabas d 
were at different times inte pted d p d p 
sence of the council. The object f this q 1 th 
part of the English ministe was t p t y f 

ther application in fovour of the queen of Scots. Heni}, 
tfl show that he felt the insult, laid an emUaigo on the 
!Gnglixh shipping, and refused audienci^ to tile English 
ambaBsador. Still his anxiety to save the life of Mary 
subdued his pride. He condescended to despatch en- 
other envoy with new credentials. But tlieso efforts 
were useless : Elizabeth had no leisure to admit him 
till Mary had perished ; then apoli^es were made ; the 
innocence of L'Aubespine was acknowledged ; and both 
the king and the ambassadot' were loaded with praise 
and compliments *. 

James of Scotland felt little for a mother whom he 
had never known, and whom he had been taught to look 
upon as an enemy, seeking to deprive him of his bu. 
thority. He would probably have abandoned her to 
her fate without a sigh, had he not been roused from 
hia apathy by the admonition of the French court, that 
her execution would exclude him from the auucossion to 
the English throne ; and by the i-e monstrances of the 
Scottish nobles, who could not brook the notion that a 
Scottish queen should perish on a scafToId. James had 
already written to Elisiabeth and the chief of her coun- 
sellors, and had commissioned Archibald Douglas, the 
Scottish resident, to expostulate: he next sent sir 
Robert Keith, a young man, without weight or e\ .'t-ri- 

•Camd.Sai). MnnlLo. 573-633. Jibh.Sii. In VillenyB tcgistia in 

qiiD jamais ne proA\tiaeat let meaaieBpteeesarigaivtlad$ipToeedttTEs,mais 
te«/B7aeat dgs atpiet, «3qiwUea He ajanleut, ou dlmliment ok qulL km 
l4ail." Egoitau, lUL 
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ence, and a pensionary of the English court, to request Nw. 
that proceudings against his mother might be stayed, *'■ 
till he should be made acquainted 'with her offence; 
and, when he I'Cceived for answer that such delay misht 
prove dange to th If fEliz b th 1 as p evailed Dec 
upon to desp Ihtonw j thml f Gray '"• 

and sir Robe t M I ill t mpl } nt at 1 threats. 

They suggested tl t M ry If h uld h p ed, on 
condition Ih t 1 d II 1 ^,ht t h r son; 

this would El b th f m th I fa com- 

petitor, and th tablish d h 1 f m th ty of a 

catholic sue sso It pi 1 tl t f her con- 

demnation, M y h d 1 1 t Tl ey pro- 

tested, in tl maal m tl t h Id he com- 

pelled, in h n n h d tl Th menace 

was received with the most marked contempt *. There 
can belittle doubt that James was sincere; but he em- 
ployed men to negociate in favour of his mother, who 
deemed hei death necessary for their own safety. Gray 
publicly performed tiie duly entrusted to him; but 
before he left Scotland, he had advised by letter the 
employment of poison, and now he privately whispered 
in the ear of Elizabeth, that "the dead cannot bits." 
On his return James expressed his suspicions ; hut the 
favourite was able to pei'suade the king of his innocence, 
and to. divert the royal vengeance from himself to his 
accomplice, Archibald Douglas t. 

• S» EksiIod, Bl. 87.96. 11*. Gwj'a d»BiMlch, Rubatlson, ii. App. xlT, 
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After the publication of the sentence, Elizabeth spent 

two months in a state of appaieiit iiresolution ; but that 

irresolution arose, not from any feeling of pity, but from 

a regard to her own reputation ; and she was often heard 

to lament, that among the thousands who professed to 

he attached to her as their sovereign, not one would 

spare her the necessity of dipping her hands in tile 

blood of a sister queen. Prepuratory to the execution, 

a precept had been directed to certain members of the 

association ; in its place was substituted a warrant, in 

Dec. tile usual form, to the sheriff of Northampton*; and 

'**• this was afternards superseded by a commission, to the 

* eail of Shrewsbury, as eail marsbal, with the earls ot 

Kent. Derby, Cumberland, and Pembroke, as his assist- 

1587. ants. The laa I met with the queen's approbation; but 

Feb. remained, apparently unnoticed, for six weeks in the 

^- custody of Davison, lately appointed one of her serre- 

taries. After the departure of the French and Scottish 

ambassadors, she signed it, telling Davison to take it to 

the jjreat seal, and to "trouble her no more with it:" 

adding, with a smile of irony, that on his way he might 

call on Walaina;ham, who was aiek, and who, she feared, 

" at the sight of it would die outrigbt." Then suddenly 

recollecting heL'self, she said, " Surely Paulet and Drury," 

(the latter had been lately appointed additional keeper of 

Mary) "might ease me of this burthen. Do you and 

" Walsingham sound their dispositions.'' 

A letter was accordingly forwarded to Fotheiingay 
on the same day, in the name of both secretaries. It 

" wa mighl do h«T goQil : tat 1 kuow, u (3ocl ifva, UshsU be a staff to 
" bfeflk DQT Dwn lli^adt. Hf bat commaiidBd yoa to dad very tDaiBQlly 

'* Bovflpplgii, [ can not if aiie ««n oat cf tUe way,** Loa^'B>iL^ ^1. ** By 
"Ood. thonwilBiiaimni losooaudmeboth." Nov.S;. Mardln, S7i 
' " — ' -" — - '■--'Brahlir filends, that Ihoy 

ay duty to my got^ivIku/' 

''«ndre'Monp&™l'tted." Dec. '4 Muidin, 57s' - 
» Thoy are ia MariLiii, 571. «6. 
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informed 1 I 1 p tti t th q h d th in 

with lack f f 1 tl w 1 y Id 

long ago h ho t d ll 1 1 f tl p Of 

herguilttl ycoU t d bt f h t 1 dth 
oath of OS t hhthylltk wldhe 

cleared th j> bef G d th p tat 

before m Pltw t dnflgbgt 

He hated Mary, because slie was a catholic , he Bought 
her death, because he believed her the enemy of his 
religion. Yet he was an honest man, too intelligent to 
be the dupe of such sophistry, and too resolute to sacri- 
.fice his conscience to (he will of his mistress. He Teh, 
replied immediately, that his goods, living, and life, were *■- 
at the queen's service; he was veady, if it pleased her, 
to forfeit them the next morning; but he would never 
make so foul a shipwreck of his coiisfiience, or leave so 
great a blot on hia posterity, as to shed blood without law 
or wairant. A postscript added thatDrury " subscribet' 
" in heart to Paulet's opinion*." 

Davison I ttle suapec ed at the time, that he was 
destined to become tl e ctim of Elizabeth's irresolu- 
tion and 1 ss m iaton The morning after the signa 
ture of the con n sa on 1 e received an order from her, 
to wait, f t was not too late, till she had spoken to 
him: and ^hctihei formed her that the great seQ.1 was 
already appe ded to t vas asked by her with an air of 
surprise, why he had made "suc;h haste;" to which 
he replied that on matters of consequence, it was not 
for him " to dally with her majesty's commands." Her 
words and manner awakened in him some misgivings. 
He consulted Hatton, and Hatton the lord t 



Ihfr luTleroQil iiDsw«h4d pmlomlybciea fluier^dlata Ills Ipltijt-badG. 
iJta X<n I'^l^fied.' Sin tu'rDe'i^ob.'ar aioucalel 673-^ ud 
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who, having abctrtainefl that she had not positnely to 
called the eoramissiun, assembltd the council It «is 
there resolved unanimously, that the queen had dono 
aiithatthe law required on hi-i pact, that to triubie 
her further wis nuedleas, dingeious, ind otfensKi, to 
her feelinfTs, and that it nis now then duty to pro 
eeed and take the leat of the buithen on themselves 

On the following moining Ehzaheth acquainted 
D on thit, in a dreim during the night, she had 
, p n hed him seieiely as the cause of the Scottish 
i, quee s death Though she said it with a amile hewas 
alarmed suspecting that she began to wa\ei , and 
the efore openly put the question to her, whether she 
mte ded to proceed to the execution of the commission 
or not Yea, by G — ," was her reply, with move than 
usual vel emence, hut she did not lilte the form ; for it 
thre V ill the responsibility on herself. The same day 
ar ved the answer already mentioned from Paulet and 
D ury and Burghley wrote to the cum mission era a short 
letter, which was signed by each of the counsellors. 
With it and the commission itself, Heal, clerk of the 
council, hastened to Fotheriiigay *. 
4. In the course of the next day the queen inquired of 
Davison, what answer had been returned by Paulet and 
Drury. When he had informed her, she burst into 
expressions of anger and disappointment. Mary's 
keeper was no longer "her dear and faithful Paulet," 
but " a precise and dainty fellow,'' who scrupled not to 
break his oath, that he might throw the blame upon 
her. Davison ventured to say that, if he had put Mary 
to death without warrant, she would have to avow or to 
avenge the deed. If she avowed it, the disgrace would 
bo hers ; if she avenged it, she would ruin the servants 
who had obeyed her orders. But she abruptly withdrew 
into her closet, and did not again mention the subject 
for aome days. Had she then forgotten the fatal war- 
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rant? No; for, if we may believe Davison, on the 
very morning of Miry'a death she expressed to him her 
surprise that it had not yet been executed "'. 

At Fotlieringay tlie frequent arrival of strangers had 
of late excited misgivings and apprehensions among 
the servants of Mary. On the seventh of February, FeU 
the earl of Shrewsbury was announced ; and liis office '■ 
of ear! marshal instantly disclosed the &tal object of 
his visit. The queen rose from her bed, dressed, and 
seated herself by a small table, having previously ar- 
ranged her servants, male and female, on ea.ch side. 
Tbe ear! entered uncovered ; he was followed by the 
earl of Kent, the sheriff, and several gentlemen of the 
county ; and Beal, after a short preface, read.aloud the 
commission for the execution. Mai'y listened, without 
any change of countenance. Then, crossing herself, 
she bade them welcome ; the dny, she said, which she 
had long desired, had at last arrived : she had lan- 
guished in prison near twenty years, useless to others, 
and a burden to herself; nor could she conceive a ter- 
mination to such a life more happy, or more honourable, 
than to shed her blood for her religion. She next enu- 
merated the wrongs which she had suffered, tlie offers 
which she had made, and the artifices and fhtuds em- 
ployed by her enemies ; and, in conclusion, placing her 
hand on a Testament which lay on the table, " As for 
"the death of the ijueen your sovereign," said she, 
" I call God to witness, that I neier imagined it, never 
" sought it, nor ever consented to it.'' 

~" That book," exclaimed the earl of Kent, " is a popish 
" Testament, and of course the oath is of no value." 



io clmTJ^^tl ^"s^^, 
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" It U a catholic Testament," rejoined the queon ; " on 
" that account I p ' 't Ih d th f 

" cording to your o g y ght 1 j dg 

" my oath the more t f t i Th 1 t 

exhorted her to ah d all p p t 1 ] t t 

save Iter soul by enibra g th t f th d t pt 

the spiritual ser^-ic f tl d f P t b gh 

learned divine, appo tdbytl { BtMry 

replied, that she wa p h p belt d 1 

veisy than he thought h h d d m 1 did 
attended to the most 1 dfth frmlp hrs 

but had never met h y m t li 1 1 Id 

induce her to leav tl f th f h f th rs Wl 
fore, in place of th d f P t b e;1 1 m h 

would not hear, she q tdhthmlth ll 
aidofLePreau, he I 1 til th 1 

This was the last and only indulgence which she had to 
demand. 

It was answered, that her request could not he 
granted. It was contraiy to the law of God, and the 
law of the land ; and would endanger the safety both of 
tlie souls aud bodies of the commissioners. A long and 
desultory conversation followed. Mary asked if her son 
had forgotten his mother in her distress; whether none 
of the foreign powers had interceded in her favour; 
and lastly, when she was to suffer. To this question 
the oail of Shrewsbury answered, but with considerable 
agitation, " To-morrow morning at eight o'clock." 

The eai'ls had risen, when the queen. inquired what 
was become of her two secretaries; and, hot i-eoeiving a 
satisfactory answer, asked, with much earnestness, 
whether Nau were dead or alive. Drury replied that 
he was still in prison. " "What !" she exclaimed, " is 
" my life to be talten, and Nau's life spared? 1 protest 
" before God," putting lier hand again on the book, 
" that Nau is the author of my death. He has brought 
" me to the scaffold, to save his own life. I die in 
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" tlw plapo of Nan. But the truth will pood be 
"known*.'" 

Maiy had heard the denunciation of her death with a 
serenity of countenance, and dignity of manner, which 
awed and affected the beholders. The moment the eai'ls 
veredeparted. her attendants burst into tears and lamcii- 
tatioiis : but she imposed silence, saying, " This is not a. 
"time to weep but to rejoice. In a few hours you will 
" see the end of my misfortunes. My enemies may now 
" say what they please : but the earl of Kent has betrayed 
" the secret, that my religion is the real cause of my 
" death. Be then resigned, and leave me to my devo- 

Afier long and fervent prayer the queen was called 
to supper. She ate sparinjfly; and before she rose 
ftom table, drank lo all her servants, who pledged her 
in return on their knees, and prayed her to pardon the 
faults which they had committed in her service. She 
forgave them cheerfully, asking at the same time for- 
giveness ofthem, ifshehad ever spoken or acted towards 
them unkindly, and concluded with a few words of advice 

• " Qnoy. je induiroy, el N>ii na monrra fie 1 Jb prolSBlf ," mrttiint la 
auun mm- k fivre, '- que Nou «U CDUse ds mn moO. Knii me fnici munrii 
poucKEWi'er. Jt-menrapoiitK.-in." Jebh, II. 691. Il UnsbBeii oryuer). 

eieniaii shs tnviiiiisd,u MtliCiil HiTunn. IJan and Catla, by Ii«t bequnts 

deatli Buys, thai she iaarli«il liai emis of NeaV sondoot In hi^r will, 

desl^'lhe Snuiwnl'' ClWd. m.) ' On a refeninw ui°lhB»m littlt 
llii! nppeatj ui ha.™ b™n iIih ca». Noa it to hsre hl> iiagaB, vanalan, 
and a Urge sum Qt noaev , bnt oaly it he piave tbat he has Inimied 

ii'lme'the WHi^ny g!venby Haniy ClXA. the Uumplwr of ths ducheaa 
ot Fi'iin. " 1 wHE preaeni at hla death, vhea a lllUe helbTe calling F 
" Cresir0ll,nndl1ie^ntlem«n,aJld men ofabiafhaliiDii, bathEOMUlh jmd 
T ScuTfl, he tlurre prutE!BtF^, upnnhoH oTlds lalntioa. of hb Ud^liie and 
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for their futiuu conduct in life. Even in this short 
address, she again mentioned her conviction, that Nau 
was the author of her death. 

This important night, the last of Mary's life, aha 
divided into three parts. The arrangement of her 
domestic affairs, the writing of her will, end of three 
letters, to her confessor, her cousin of Guise, and the 
king of France, occupied the S rat and longer portion *, 
The second she gave to esercisea of devotion. In the 
retirement of her closet with her two maids, Jane 
Kennedy and Elspeth Curie, shepmyed and rend alter- 
nately ; and sought for support and consolation in the 
lecture of the passion of Christ, and of a sermon on the 
death of the penitent thief. Ahoutfour she retired to 
rest; but it was observed that she did not sleep. Her 
lips were in constant mation, and her mind seemed 
absorbed in prayer. 
Fab. At the fii-st break of day her household assembled 
8. around hor. She read to them her will, distributed 
among them her clothes and money, and bade them 
adieu, kissing the women, and giving her hand to kiss 
to the men. Weeping they followed her into her 
oratory, where she took her place in front of the altar 
they knelt down and prayed 'behind hert. 

In the midst of the great hall of the castle had been 
I'aised a scaffold, covered widi black aerge, and sur- 
rounded with a low railing. About seven the doors 
were thrown open: the gentlemen of the county entered 
with their attendants; and Paulet'a guai-d augmented 
the number to between one hundrei!-and-fifty and two 
hundred spectatora. Before eight a mesaage was sent 
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to the queen, who replied that sYie wou\d be ready in 
half an hour. At that time, Andrews, the sheriff, 
entered the oratory ; and Mary arose, taking the crucifix 
from the altar in her right, and carrying her pi-aver- 
book in her left hand. Her servants were forhidden to 
follow ; they insisted ; but the queen bade them to be 
content, and turning, gave them her blessing. They 
received it on their knees, some kissing her Lands, 
others her mantle. The door closed; and the burst of 
lamentation from those within resounded through the 
hall. 

Mary was now joined by the earls and her keepers ; 
and descending the staircase, found at the foot Melville, 
the steward of her household, who for several weeks had 
been excluded from her presence. This old and faithful 
servant threw himself on his knees, and wringing his 
hands exclaimed, " Ah, madam, unhappy me 1 was 
" ever a man on earth the bearer of such sorrow as I 
" shall be, when I report that my good and gracious 
"queen and mistress was beheadeil in England!" 
Here his grief impeded his utterance ; and Mary re- 
plied: "Good Melville, cease to lament: thou hast 
" rather cause to joy than mourn ; for thou shalt see the 
" end of Mary Stuart's troubles. Know that thia 
" world is but vanity, subject to more sorrow than an 
" ocean of tears can bewail. But I pray Ihee, report 
" that I die a true woman to my religion, to Scotland 
" and to France. May God forgive them that have 
" long thirsted for my biood, as the hart doth for the 
" brooks of water. O God, thou art the author of truth, 
" and truth itself. Thou knowest the inward chambers 
" of my thoim;ht8 ; and that 1 always wished the union 
" of England and Scotland, Commend me to my son ; 
"and tell him that I have done niithing prejudicial to 
" the dignity or independence of his ei-own, or favourable 
" to the pretended superiority of our enemies." Then 
bursting into tears, she said, " Good Melville, farewell," 
Uid kissing him, " once again, pjood Melville, farewell. 
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" and pray for thy mistress and queen.'' It was re- 
tnai'ked as sometliing extraordinary, that this was the 
first time in her life that she had ever been known to 
address a person with the pronoun "thou." 

Drying up her tears, she turned from Melville, and 
made her last request, that her servants might be 
present at her death*. But the earl of Kent objected 
that they would be troublesome by their grief and lamen- 
tations, might practise some superstitious trumperj, 
perhaps might dip their handkerchiefs in her grace's 
blood. " My lordj," said Mary, " I will give my word 
" for them. They shall deserve no blame. Certainly 
" your mistress, being a maiden quean, will vouchsafe, 
" in regard of womanhood, that I have some of Diy own 
" women about me at my death." Receiving no answer, 
she continued, " You might, I think, grant me a fiir 
"greater courtesy, were I a woman of lesser calling than 
" the queen of Scots." Still they were silent : when 
she asked with vehemence, " Am I not the cousin to 
" your quean, a descendant of the blood royal of Henry 
" VII., a married queen of France, and the anointed 
" queen of Scotland?" At these words the fanaticism 
of the earl of Kent began to yield ; and it was resolved 
to admit four of liet men and two of her women servants. 
She selected her steward, physician, apothecary and 
Burfieon, with her maids, Kennedy and Curie . 

The procession now set forward. It was headed by 
the sheriff and his officers ; next followed Paulet and 
Drury, and the earls of Shrewsbury and Kent ; and, 
lastly, came the Scottish queen with Melville bearing her 
train. She wore the richest of her dresses, that which 
was appixipriate to the rank of a queen dowager t. 



leil tospenbe with liei priest which 
or lUul ^le paiae with n AU|>eTSIUyam 
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umI EiceA whh flabki, with a iDDg LTain, iu>d bI 
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Her step was firm, and hpi- nonntenance rheerful She 
bore without shrinking the gaze of tiie spectators and 
the sight of the scaffold, the block, and the esecutioner ; 
and aiivanced into the hall with thai grace and majesty, 
which she had sooften displayed in her happier days, and 
in the palace of her fathers. To aid her, as she mounted 
the scaffold, Paulet offered his arm. " I thank you, 
" sir," said Mary ; " it is the last trouble I shall give 
" you, and the most acceptable service you have ever 
" rendered me." 

The queen seated herself on a stool which was pre- 
pared for her. On her right stood the two earls, on the 
left the sheriff and Beal the iilerk of the council, in 
front the executioner from the Tower, in a suit of black 
velvet, with his assistant also clad In black*. The 
warrant was read and Marjin an audible voice addressed 
th mblv fsh Id h h m 11 1 

1th p ce t bj t t 

tl p 1 m t f E f,l d, b t bro 1 1 th t ff 
b , 1 d 1 Sh h tl ink d h 

God h t h 1 d g 1 th jpo t j f p hi ly 



mp ed t 1 1 tl d th f tl 

q nn e glthlatl-mth 

Af h d ath m y tl 1 h w th 

n d k Id m 1 ght B 1 I 

fmhhatllh m hldl 

tie that 1 1 m ht t Tl t th p j d 

h t pi d by D Fl t h In 
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borougli, wbo liaving caught her eye, began to p'.'each, 
and under the cover, perhaps thi'ough motives, of zeal 
contriveil to insull the feeUiigs of the unfortunate suf- 
ferer. He tdlii her Ihat liis mistress, though uorapelled 
to execute justice on her body, was careful of the welfare 
of her soul ; that she had sent him to bring hei to the 
true fold of Christ, out of the cammunbn of that church, 
in: which if she remained, she must be damned ; that 
she might yet find meroy before God, if she would 
repent of her wickedness, aeknowled^'e the justice of her 
pupishmeht, and profess her eratitiide for the favours 
wUich 'ehe had received from Elizabeth. Mary repeat- 
edly desired him not to trouble himself and iier. ite 
persisted: she turned aside. He made the circuit of 
the scaffold, and again addressed her in front. An end 
was put to this extraordinary scene by the earl of 
Shrewsbury, who ordered him to pray. His prayer 
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;qiie. je fiilcti, qui «t qua ]e n'*{ dd4iu9 ccDHiity, tduUii, nniBplr^. ag 
ea aulenfie aana donnS AauKj], nf iwla, pp 1o«itu« Iva aoin^nlloaB de 
.matt, pour 1«H|Uallea JB anis id tl QmlHineiil acen«&«, et bI iahniiiHiD«- 
munt nnlcUe." She vten oflkuufrledgea Uiat b1« hint BouBbl to p'rocnra 

^}rivee da lu paHncipatiaiiiWvotreiiiiaej«cordeet grace,elAn Truictqu'ellD 
esijera ct atiend da k mortetiwBsluo de voire ttesehfiJlj;" Bgertoo, 
qimlTii, 111. TbispniferisialEeiiEFiHintEeiitlollieFKaDhcaiirt. Ide 
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Christ's afflicted church, for her son Jaraes, and for 
queen Elizabeth, and in conclusion, hulding up the 
crucifix, exclaimed, "As thy arms, O God, were strer.ched 
" out upon the ernsa, so receive me into the arms of thy 
" mercy, and forgive me my sins." " Madam," said 
the earl of Kent, " you had belter leave such popish 
" trumperies, and bear him in your heart." She replied, 
" I cannot hold in my hand tlie representation of hia 
" sufferings, but I must at the same lime bear him in 
"my heart." 

When her maids, bathed in tears, began to disrobe 
their mistress, the executioners, feai'ing the loss of their 
UBual perquisites, hastily interfered. The queen remon- 
strated; but instantly submitted to their rudeness, 
observing to the earls with a smile, that she was not 
accustomed to employ such grooms, or to undress in the 
presence of so numerous a company. Her servants, at 
the Slight of"their sovereign in this lamentable state, 
could not suppress their feelings ; but Mary, putting her 
finger to her lips, commanded silence, gave them her 
blessing, and solicited their prayers. She then seated 
herselfagain. Kennedy taking from hera handkerehiaf 
edged with gold, pinned it over her eyes: the execu- 
tioners, holding her by the arms, led her to the block ; 
and the queen kneeling down, said repeatedly, with a 
firm voice, " Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend ray 
" spirit." But the sobs and groans of the spectators dis- 
concerted the headsman. He trembled, missed his aim, 
and inflicted a deep wound in the lower part of the 
skulL The queen remained motionless; and at tlie 
third stroke her head was severed from her body. 
When the executioner held it up, the muscles of the face 
were so strongly con^ ulsed, that the features could not 
be recognized. He cried as usual, " God save queen 
" Elizabeth," 

not observe it mentionsd tn nnj nlliet. But in Eotiind, pcilraps, it woulil 
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" So perish ail her enemies 1" Eubjoined tho dean of 
Peterborough. 

" So perish all the enemies of the gospel !" ex- 
ciaimed, in a slill louder tone, the fanatical eavl of Kent. 

Not a Toioo was heard to ery amen, Pai'ty feeling 
was absorbed in adrairaiion and pity *. 

Before the eKscution of Mary, Elizabeth had balanced 
between the fear of infamy and the gratification of re- 
voDge. The blow had now been struck ; her revenge 
was gratified; and it became her object to escape the 
infamy, poder the shelter of pretended ignorance. The 
reader will recollect that Davison, instead of despatching 
the warrant immediately after it had been signed, re- 
tained it till the following morning. Of this he had ap- 
prized the queen, but she was careful not to iterate tlie 
order; she even suffered sis days to elapse without any 
mention of the warrant to Davison. Early on the nest 
morning the lord Talbot arrived vfith tlie offiraal in- 
telligence. Burgbley communicated it to his colleagues 
of the priyy council,— joy fal tidings to men who during 
BO many years had thirsted in vain for the death of 
the qaeen of Soots ; bat he proposed that, instead of 
imparting the £tct to Elizabeth then, time should be 

biuyiD ItdberUan.fti. Apii.i.vnu) i aedondby B. w.iiirLtira Uurglaey, 
frequeotly publiihcil, a ihica itill maredrciinulaDllBl by n tervnnt of tlis 
BcDltlili qaaoD in Jelib (11. Ell. UO, a Snnli by I/Aabwimie in i. l.!tlBF 
m thBkiuftur Pnmcs (%l)iniw WHS. 8S0a. fbl. 7J>oi"l ■ HPlh coutainlug 

t'eprosauceofPiinlet mid tbe iberilf Iw a physician ftam SbLmrnVd, Had 
1^ tur^aan of tbsTllltiga. It was it(tn«aidBaiicIaiied lii1«ul> and kupt 

ordered il In ba inUriBd viOt widpoiDp In IboHhbHycburEliol'Pelflr' 
bofoij^ib. onpoaita to Chfl (omb arCetherlna quaenof Henry VIJI. Tbe 
seivQTita oTMary Tiad during all thla time toecoi «adned dose priaifnaTA at 
PatharioKoy. thej/vm no« dlamiurdi and thenaUrei of Ftaorare- 

]4^!fliiiru, as was BappOF^eil, to tell Lbe IBje snifgesled liy Iha watotttty Id thfl 

1612. See Jebli, ii. Wl. C49-661. HuaniB'B Camden, elis-clssv' 
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I allowed to open it to ber cautiously and by degrees. 
To this singular proposal — so singulai- that it provoked 
a BUBpioion of collusion between the hoary statesman 
&nd his mistress — the lords consented, Elizabeth took 
her usual airing, and after her return entertuned her- 
self in the company of Don Antonio, the pretender to 
the crown of Portugal. By noon the report was spread, 
through the city ; the bells announced the joyful intel- 
ligence, and numerous bonfires illuminated the dark- 
ness of the night. That evening one of the queen's 
ladies mentioned before her, as it were casually, the 
death of Mary Stuart. SUzabeth mmntained on air 
of perfect indifference, bat in the morning sent for Hat- 
ton, expressed the most violent miiign&tion, and in- 
dulged in threats of the most ftarful vengeance ngsinsb 
men who had abased her confidence and usurped her 
authority, by putting the queen of Scots to death with- 
out her knowledge or consent. Hatton acqniunted his 
colleagues of the council with the queen's threats. 
They sent for Davison, and advised him to keep out of 
her sight till her wrath should have subsided. Had they 
not already conspired to make him their scape-goat? He 
repaired to his own house, under pretence of iodlsposition, 
but on the Tuesday he was committed to the Tower*, **''■ 
and on Wednesday Elizabeth, sending for Eogei', gi-oom 
of the chamber to the French king, d^red him to assure 
his sovereign of her regret for the death of the Scottish 
queen, of her ignorance of the despatch of the warrant. 
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and of her reaiilution to pnnisb the presumption of her 
ministers. To account for so late o communication it 
was iBported that the council iiad concealed the death ot 
Mary from the queen, who first learned that event from 
a casual conversatiuu with a lady of the court *. 

Elizabeth now attempted to prove the sincerity of her 
regret by the exeeution of her threats. She suspended 
the obuoxious ministers ftom their offices, nnd ordered 
them to answer in the star-chamber for their contempt 
of her authority. But her anger was gi'adually appeased. 
In all humility they acknowledged their offence, pleaded 
the loyalty of their intentions, and submitted to her plea- 
sure. One after another, all, with the exception of Da- 
vison, were restored to ofBco and favour*!-. He had 
earned this distinction by his constant reluctance to 
unite with his colleagues in their persecution of Mary. 
He had declined to subscribe " the association," even at 
the request of the queen ; he had eluded the tasic of ex- 

yeb. W, N.^sHn Euerton,"?— 9, ond Cainllm. '^° Tli/mLii wmbU 
tfae aaniB oasertiDIi ia a letter Id Predrac 11. kinaaf Denmark, which KM 
Kcelted In CupanliiKeii on t)ie iSrd ot Uiich. " Hue dlplmnii wcnUrfa 
icuidnm noBtiD cuBtodiendiiin dedimns, gmTlterlQt«idlcflDt«« n^j aiiltmniu 
UdeauDciaret,antqnhTqn9iD In PA re Doui u«i prLiii consnltlB B^ret. vuod 



d waiouiiUbjr.iD a latlsT tc (lie ion 
Lbntod IhB death of M«iy lotUe « 
Bt novum, potsntiBuma rex, quod b 



DniniD Antfljie iffdlnnm alqob imtTpr 
rEEibuB rWBlduiB. nun jubbU pxeqnpi 

' Nbit Dnnisb Uugulne, p. 3K!, 



■ lo iiaci^ hor w 
ndltodelltKit:!' 

ae Sttypfc m.'i 



Hosted bvGoogle 



aroining Babiugton and his associates in tho Tower ; he 
was absent, though named in the commission, from tha 
trial at Fotheringay ; nor did he afterwards, as tlie otliet 
absent commissiunors had done, sign the condemnation 
of the Scottish queen. To add to his demerits, in an- 
swer to the questions ptit to him in prison, he did not Mm 
imitate the humihty of his colleagues, hut in defending IS- 
himself, charged the queen indirectly with falsehood, and 
alluded iu obscure terms to her message to Paulet*. 
In court, however, ha acted with more reserve tlian pru- 
dence. To the invectives of the crown lawyers he re- 
plied, that to acknowledge the offence would be to tar- 
nbh his own reputation, to contend with his sovereign 
would be to transgress the duty of a subject ; that they 
did him injustice by reading garbled passages from hia 
answer : let them read the whole, or rather let them read 
none, for it contained secrets not fit for the public ear: 
he would only say, that he had acted under the persua- 
sion that he was obeying the queen's commands, and for 
the rest would throw himself on her mercy. He was 
condemned in a fine of ten thousand pounds or marks, 
and to be imprisoned during the royal pleasure. The 
treasury seized all his property ; and the queen, though 
she lived seventeen years longer, would never restore 



• 1°. In liii oxamlnaMon to the quMion, Dirt no! bet majcsly bL™ it in 
coramindnientloyomokeBptlTewurtHnl S8cr..t "nd nut iilteAilonny 

u vLs It 10 llie groat genl ?— ^^nrren ■fflimUh'Blv, nod mcntiou Eiiah 

Did all" aver oominaml yoa to deUver it to any iMdj-P— As .iie did not et 

ro^Tol ™1^ thiJi'll. ha4 trrHneedBd In. "^'md^e aot aht ra'smen 
d.iya aftTWOt.litoH yoa die bad o iBtlfi- wiv. 10 iimiwnl Ibatain S— H« re 
[ilioi, " On llie recHHirf of a leller IVom Mr, Panirt, npon aanli faiise ni !he 
•' tea Imiiuielb, she aUeradsuch aaiiOMhas tlial 'bIw cuuld bavo maHers 

* luance." Sliypo, ill. Sli. 
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hioi to favoar. She was derf to his repeated petitions to be 
admitted into her presence. Even tie young earl of Essex, 
in the aecith of his influence, prayed for Daiiison in rain*. 
Perhaps eho deemed him unworthy of pardon because he 
wonld not plead guilty ; perhaja she thought by thb se- 
Tei'ify to ooiivinee the world that she did not dissemble ; 
certainly she efiected one important object : she closed the 
mouth of her prisoner, whom the spuit of resentment or 
tho hope of vindioating his innocence might have urged to 
the secret history of the proceedings against Mary, and reveal 
the unworthy artifloea and guilty designs of his soverelgii. 
He himself iq>peara to have attributed the queen's seyerity 
to the unfriendly offices of Burgbley, who looked upon 
him as a riYal in the way of hia own son Eobertf. 

It may appear surprising, but a full month elapsed 
before the king of Scotland received any certain intelli- 
iiv gence of the execution of his mother. At the news he 
burst into tears; he talked of nothing but vengeance ; 
the people shared the resentment of the king, and the 
estates offei'ed to risk their liTes and firtuiies in the na- 
tional quai'rel. Robert Cirey son to lord Hnnsdon, 
who arrived with a letter ftom EliKabeth, would have 
fallen a victim to the fury of the Scots hid not James 
sent him a guard for his protei-tionj The queen in her 
letter assured the young monarch that the death of Mary 
was not owing to her^ ; that the mmisters, who ordered 
it without her knowledge, should be severely punished ; 
» Cabifa, zaa— 3Sa. Camden, MO— 616. On Uiia ociaBiOD Henry ct 

aagec agftlnst the counaellors, who, as she asaertt, deceived her, Davison 
Bhme has iKcn panlsheii and even Us punishment "n'a point Hi bI 

more delaiioU: flame Rojne." Beeri™, 131. 
f Niiaioles' Baviaon. App. G. J Carey's Memoirs, 18. 

i The queen's letter was dated 1^. 14 : "I bewche ynu that as Qoi and 

"Ihatyn had bill (direbivil) n^i&ht, I owld havn Iwd by yt (wuUlI jx^i'.e 
" by li;. I am Dot so bace mlniled that feme o[ snv Uvloge on'ntnrc oi 
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that she would be to him m the ipltxce of his tnather, 
whose (.ondem nation should prove no prejudice to his 
rights and expet-talions Elizabeth's partisans in the 
Scottish court supported her cause. Thef admonished 
3 ames to recollect that he was now the next heir to the 
Enghbh crown let hira not forfeit that splendid inhe- 
ritance by offending a piincess who alone could remove 
htm ftom it , nor rcl; on the uncertain friendship of the 
foreign powe.s, who, while they pretended to seek hw 
honour, sought m reality nothing but their own interest. 
His indignation gradually evaporated : the cry of ven- 
geance was subdttcd by the suggestions of prudence ; 
and hiB mouth wis sealed with a present of 4000^ *. 
Still the affiont hid sunk deep into the hearts of the 
Scots, and, at the conclusion of the parliament, the 
members besought the kmg on their knees to revenge 
the death of his mother. He replied that he felt as they 
did; that he was equally desirous of satisfaction, but 
that he must previously consult the princes his allies. — 
Elizabeth had little to fear from him single handed : but 
she reinforced her army on the marches, scattered gold 
with a liberal hand among the Scottieh nobility, and, to 
alarm the monarch, sending for Arabella StuaVt to 
court, exhibited her publicly as her intended soRcessor. 
The resentment-of James again evsiporated ; and it was 
thoujiht that in reality he looked on the death of his 
mother as a personal benefit. It had relieved him from 
his fear of a rival fur the Scottish throne +. 

The revenge of Henry HI. was equally harmless. A 
sense of honour had compelled hira to forewarn Eliza- 
beth that be should consiiler the execution of a queen 

tCnndcn, 439.446— 450. CouccolW OespalcllfB, Cotlon AfS^ C«L 1. 

ohLv t\i'Blvti vt'nr» ojd. " Vovvi 1& bien," Bdld Ihe ttacea to maibmc da 
Chiislfami^iif, " elk Miu quKlquc jour toute faisl-^ eommu iroi, « si'ia HUB 
n^ln.s<e clnm^. Mai> i'aiiBy. «l6 devnnl BllB-^EIle c.t lllle de tt» b=l 
esiiiit, qui patle Lutiii, Ualian. eC FtMiciAs tint Imn." Eijeclnii, V& 
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dowager of Franco as an insult offered lo the Frencli 
cfowii. Hut, amidst the civil wara in which he was en- 
gaged, he was iu ne uonditloii 1i) execute this menace ; 
nor could he, indeed, view with dissatisfaction an event 
which detracted something from the importance of the 
man \ horn 1 e m t hated the duke of G ise Now 
that the held of Mai y had fallen it hecame the object 
of the two poweis to renew their foimer leKlions of 
amit} rie chief obstacle arose fiom the pieti-nded 
conapiiacv to murdej the queen attnbuted to the 
Fiench tmbaasador Elizabeth was the first to yield 
Mny She assured I Aubespine that she never gave aii\ ciedit 
19- to the report; that she had always thought highly of 
his honour and integrity; and that his late behaviour 
had raised him still more in her esteem. After his au- 
dience with the queen, he was addressed, in presence of 
the whole court, hy each'of the ministers in rotation. 
Beginning with the earl of Leicester, they assured him 
of their respect and friendship ; of their sorrow for the 
late charge, of which they acknowledged him to be in- 
nocent; and of their desire that all cause of dissension 
might be buried in oblivion. With (his farce (for so 
the ambassador calls it) ended the quarrel between the 
two crowns*; and the death of Mary was left unie- 




reudy Id supply wilh man, moaevt ibEpa, a 
his cqienlH. l/AitbflBiilne lian mevfoDB 
oa the itcKlh of Mary: tuf he liot. omul. 
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vended by those whom it chiefly concerned — lier son 
the king of Scotlaud and her laother-in-law the king 
of Fiance. 
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That spirit of commercial enterprise, which had been 
awakened under Maiy, seemed to pervade and animate 
every description of men during the reii^ of Elizabeth, 
For the evtens n of trade aid the d sco eiy of un- 
known lands ossooitions weie forned eom[ atiies were 
incorporated exped tions were plan ed onl the pro- 
spect of immense profit which though al tiya antici- 
pated, was seldom lea zed seduced n any to sacrifice 
their whole foitunea previled even oi the ministers, 
the nobil tv and the queen 1 eraelf to i il considerable 
sums, in these haxanlaus undeitakings. The agents of 
the Russia company laboured to penetrate through Mus- 
covy and Persia, into Cathd; the Turkey merchants 
purchased and imported the productions of the Levant; 
English m ' pi ed aom t" tl t f 

Africa, t ra th f A I pe t d 

attempts md pptd tntf 



tinenia, Th d 
who, at a d ta 
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skill, and hardihood, and persevei'iince, our more sober 
judgment must pronounce no better than publii; rub- 
bers aiud iLssasaina *. 

The renowned sir John Hawkins first acquired cele- 
brity by opening the trade in slaves. He made three 1562. 
voyages fo the coast of Africa ; bartered articW of tri- 
fling value for numerous lots of negroes ; crossed the 1564, 
Atlantic to Hispaniola, and the Spanish seltlements in 
America; and in exchange for his captives returned 
with large quantities of hides, sugar, ginger, and pearls. 
This trade was, however, illicit; and during his tjiird 
voyage in the bay of St. Juan d'Uiloa, Hawkins was 1507 
surprised hy the arrival of the Spanish viceroy with a 
fleet of twelve sail from Europe. The hostile squadrons 
viewed each other with jealousy and cUstrust ; a doubt- 
ful truee was terminated by a general engagement ; and 
in the end, though the Spaniards suffered severely, 
Hawkins lost his fleet, his treasure, and the mtyority of 
his followers. Out of six ships under his command, two 
only e |ed ; and of th f u d red at h 

oth ailed the Jud U b k f fifty t mn d d 

hy r an s Drake, b hbkth m ftl 

ad e tuie s to Eur p Th ad wdl j h p b 
au-p I when he u 1 tand tlat tl t 1 g t 
easels ut of the sis. a^ d n tl 1 m n t ffi 

bel aged to the quee f 

•HKk1iiyt.iHiBuiD. Sl<me,68l.«S1.7S9. Ciuudeii, S43. 30«. 332. 3fiU. 
149. Atutorson.i.lSO. Harris, i.5J4r-S2e.STi(—K3. 

GeuifB FltminiiiiDg lo Mailcid, ulth uu dITi't ofliii unicss lo tbe SpBiilab 

muuriteb. Hit tinoMliy wq. i^ - ' -'' ' ^ " ' •— — '-- '■-- 

Milelilyi Bfldon the lOili of A 
Bull Bigneil b; the iluke o( Fsrli 

to IbB tyniniiy of GliubeUi, slid to plomote tlie eight o[ Mary atudrt la 
tlie tliroiii', Hnwliiua iboijld brinunithMininlo^ seniw ofSjala 16 
shiuB. the DnmM uf vhioh man ipedaiid, cnrrylne 420 snna oiui lG39 Disa 

uid Tiny to liim nioutli^ 16,987 dusUs Ibc llie cUnrgca ut Ills a«t. Tlie 
■eomt or Ito HDgulir tratiB«ctii>n wbi ool au cumfully kepi Ibut some 
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In an age of religious fanaticism, it ia not unusual to 
find habits of piety united with the indulgence of the 
most lawless passions, Dcate attributed his late dis- 
aster to tlie perfidy of the viceroy. He thirsted for 
revenge; a naval chaplain was conaulted; and the 
enlightened casuist determined, that the loss which lie 
had suffered from a Spanish commander, might be 
justly repaired by the plunder of Spanish subjects in 
any part of the globe. The conscience of the adven- 
1573.turer was satisfied: he made three predatory voyages to 
Mny the West Indies ; and if the two first were unsuccessful, 
2^' the lait amply indemniSed him for his previous disap- 
pointments. In the gulf of Mexico he captured more 
Jiijjr than one hundred small vessels ; he took and plundered 

28. Nonibre de Dios ; made an expedition by land in the 
company of the Symerons, or fugitive negroes, and of a 

]g^3 band of French adventurers; aud intercepted a convoy 
M^ir. of mules laden, with gold and silver. Tliis treasure 

29. satisfied his rapacity : to secure it. he hastened back to 
Oct. England, pretending that he had obtained it by way of 

1. barter from the natives*. 

During his last expediti^'n, fl'om the summit of a 

mountain on the isthmus of Darien, Drake had, for the 

first time, descried the great Pacific ocean : a-nd in a 

1573. ti'S-nsport of enthusiasm, falling on his knees, he called 

Feb. God to witness, that if life were granted hira, he would 

!'• one day unfurl the English flag on that sea, hitherto 

unknown to his countrymen. In England ho was not 

unmindful of his vow. Walsingham, Hatton, and some 

of the other counsellors, applauded and aided his efforts ; 

and Elizabeth herself staked a sum of one thousand 

crowns on the issue of the expedition. With five ships 

1577. and one bundled and sixty men he crossed the Atlanlio 

Nov. to the coast of Brazil ; passed the straits of Magellan, 

^^- and reached the small port of Santiago on the Spanish 
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main. No resistance hnd been prepared, where no 1573. 
eneiny had hitherto been known. From Santiago to '*ec, 
Lima, the towns on the coast, and the vessels in the ^' 
hai'bours, wei-e taken and plundered. His last and 1579. 
richo&t capture -n-as made at sea ; the CacalUego, a Mai. 
Spanish trader of considerable value. But the alarm '■ 
was now raised : a squadron had been stationed at the 
straits to intercept his return; and Drake took the bold 
resolution of styutching across the Pacifie ocean to the 
Moluccas. Tlience, after man; dangers and adventures, 
doubling the Cape of (Sood Hope, he returned to Ply- 1580. 
mouth in safety, after an absence of almost three yt'.ivs, Nov 
His arrival was celebrated as a triuigph. He came in- *' 
deed stained vith bloodshed and rapine ; but in the 
eijtimation of the people these blots were effaced by the 
glory of the ontarprise; and England hailed with jny 
the return of her adventurous son, the first of mortals 
wlia had in one voyage circumnavigated the globe*. 

Though Drake had sailed with five ships, he returned 
with only one, the Golden Hind : but it was laden with 
treasure to the amount of 800,000^. Of this sum, one 
tenth was distributed among the officers and crew ; a 
portion was given up to the Spanish ambassador, who 
claimed the whole in the name of his sovereign ; and 
the rest, of which no account was ever, received, was be- 
lieved to have been shared among the queen, the com- 
mander, and the royal favourites. Four months, how- 
ever, elapsed before she would give to Drake any public 
testimony of her approbation. His ship had bien placed 
in the dock at Deptford, that it might be preserved as a 
memorial of his flaring adventure. Elizabeth conile- 1581. 
Ecended to partake of a banquet which he gave in the April 
cabin ;' and before her departure, conferred on him the '*■ 
honour of knighthood t, 

* Thv ^iDTy Df linrinjt pi^cUcully demmiBlnLted tlie DTbicnkr fiiiiD orilie 
vnrtli beluiiFfeil h> Migellumn ; ltiitLbritnjivigatotw]i4preicni94l T^OLncnin. 
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When PMlip complained of tliese clepredations, tbey 
were feebly vindicated on the ground of hi« haimg 
seovetlj' tdded the queen's enemies, and sought to e\cite 
rebellion iu her dominions. But if the plea of leiahalion 
is to be admitted at all, we must seek out the on^mal 
^grassor : and impartiality ivill compel us to lay the 
blamo on the unjustifiable conductof the English adven- 
turers. At length, however, Elizabeth, as the ally of 
Holland, engaged in open war with Philip ; the lawless 
pirate was immediately converted into an ofBeei acting 
under the royal commission ; and the akill and intie- 
pidity of Drake were successfully employed in legitimate 
hostilities for th^ service of his sovereign. With a 
1585 fleet of twenty-one sail ho directed his course to the 
Sept, West Indies, burnt Uie town of St, Jago, plundered 
''*' those of St. Domingo and Carthageiia, and razed two 
Spanish forts on the coast of Florida*. 

At the same time, Thomas Cavendish, a gentleman 
of Suffolk, who had dissipated one half of his piopeity, 
158G.soid the remainder, built or purchased thiea small 
July vessels, and sailed in quest of adventures to the Spanish 
21- main. The inhabitants were upon their guard and for 
several months his exploits werecontlned to the captiue 
of a few cciasting vessels, and the conflagration of two 
or three villages. But just before his return, his good 
1587. fortune led him into the course of the Santa Anna, a 
Hoi', meithantman from the Manillas. The Spaniards re- 
4 pelled every attempt to board, but at last the sinking 
state of their ship compelled them to yield. The gold 
and silver, and move valuable commodities, were trans- 
ferred from the prize to the English vessels; the other 
merchandise, amounting to SCO tons, was consumed 
with the earraek; and the adventurer immediately re- 
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turned by the Moluccas, Java and llio Cape of Good 1588, 
Hope. Like Drake, lie hal miJe the cu mt of the ^eijt. 
globe ; but like him he added httle to tile sfouk of ''• 
genei'al knowledge. The object of both was to tnrich 
themselves at the expense of the Spaniards This they 
effected: tlie improvement of science was beyond tlieir 
abilities, or beneath their notice * 

These maritime expeditions migSi nitate the Spanish 
monarch ; they contributed nothing towards tlie great 
object of the war. The subjugition or independence of 
the Netherlands was to be decided on the spot ; and 
there Philip had little to dread, as iong as the conduct 
of tile hostile army was intrusted _to the presumption 
and incapacity of Leieestev. On his return to England 
in November, tlie earl had resumed bis wonted ascend- 
ency over the heart of the queen : instead of punish- 
ment, he met witli reward; and, aa if she sought to 
atone for the pain which she had given, she made him i5g7_ 
locil steward oE her hoiAsehold, and chief justice in eyre Juna 
south of the Trent. But during Iris absence, dissension 18- 
and Ikction introduced thentselves into the army in 
Holland. If many approved, many also condemned, the 
execution of the Scottish queen. Elizabeth was branded 
as the murderess of the rightful heir l« the crown ; and 
emissaries were artfully employed to debauch the Ddelit) 
of the soldiers. Among the officers was air Roland , 
Yoi-k, a soldier of fortune and captain of a fort near 
Zutphen, who, for some former irtfence, dreaded the 
secret resentment of Leicester. This man took the 
opportunity to insinuate to sir William Stanley, governor 
of Daventer, that he, as the friend of Babinglon, and 
advocate of Mnry, was an object of suspicion to the 
council, and was destined to sufTer, at a convenient time, 
a similar fate, Stanley caught the alarm; he assem- 
bled the garrison, and declared that liis cohscience for- 
bade him to fight in the cause of rebels against their 
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sovereign; that Daventer belongcdtotheliingof Spain; 
and that it was tlie duty of eveiy honest man to restore 
to the right owner that property which had been un- 
justly acquired. They applauded his harangue. Both 
Dave nter and the fort were surrendered; and Stanley 
and York, with 1300 men, passed over to the service of 
Philip * 

This unexpected event spread terror and consterna- 
tion thro B m T m 
as if the 

appointed J O 

Btadthold ca fc HZ 

and Frie d B so pe 

of their p Lb 

and his aff ta <« 

in the N m m 

reformed H m 

prayed a d m re 

cuived th sac m ry oc 

determination to extirpate popery, and to establish the 
gospel. They spread the shield of their influene* over 
their absent disciple ; and from their pulpits inveighed 
with bitterness against the ingratitude and the injustice 
of the states. Many towns disowned the authority of 
Maurice ; the clergy of Friesland pvoclaimed Elizabeth 
their sovereign ; and the synod of Sneck, in an address 
to the English ambassador, conjured thequeen to hasten 
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to the assiatatiPe of Cbrist, ivlo p t 1 mself and ha 
children under her pratectio El z he 1 lei tie 
affi'ont offKrud to her favourite a'^ offe ed to herself a d 
the lord Buckhurat was despatcl td to 6 gi fy he d s 
pleasure. By his exettiona hamoony wasresto ed "lie Mir 
appointment of the new stadiholder vas leclare 1 to 1 avo * 
been only pravisional ; Maurice expressel h s read uess 
to resign the office whenever it aho Id be e ju ed a I 
the fuiy of Ihe people was appeased hy a promise that 
Leicester should immeil lately return '''. 

The English queen, however, had a more important 
ohject in view." She had rashly, though reluctantly, 
plunged into the contest tvitli Philip ; she now sought 
to extricate herself from it ■with honour. Tn'o foreign, 
merchants, Giafigna, a Genoese in London, and De 
Loo, a Flamand in Antwerp, had been emplojed as re- 
presentatives of the coraraei'oial interests in the two 
countries, to solicit, the one from Elizabeth, the other 
from Famese, the restoration of peace. Both received 
favourable answers: through Ihem a correspondence was 
o]iened between Burghley and sir James Croft, on the 
part of England, and Perrenotte and Richatdot on that 
of Spain ; and complimentai'y letters, expressive of the 
most pacific sentiments, wei'e interchauged between 
Elizabeth and the duke ■(■. In the council the lord trea- Feb, 
surer supported the views of hts sovereign : but Leices- 1?. 
ter and his friends urged the continuation of the wai'. 
They foretold that, wliile the queen was deluded with a 
pretended negociation, the Spanish squadrons would 
slip from their ports, unite in one numerous armament, 
and pour a foreign army on the English shores; and 
they wrought so powerfully on the feaia and feelings 
of Elizabeth, that Drake was despatched from Plymouth 
to watch the harbours of Spain, and to oppose, if it were 
atfempied, the junction of the Spanish deet. But thatApril 
oificer had no intention to confine himself to the letter '' 
• Btap.lt, 409. Ilantirajlio.li.aS. Cnbsla, pail ii. 1.63. 
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AptUof his inairucliona. Ho hastened to Cadiz, hore ifear- 
!"■ loasly into the hoirboui', dispersed by his superior fire 
the Spanish golleya, and sunk, or burnt, or captured, or 
destroyed, no fewer than eighty sail, partly ships of war, 
partly merchantmen, either recently arrived from the 
East, or equipped to proceed to the West Indies. From 
Cadiz, the conquerors returned hy the cocst of Portugal ; 
in the waters of the Tagus they insulted the marquess 
of Santa Crux, the admiral of Spaio ; and at sea their 
labours mere rewarded by the capture of the St. Philip, 
a carack of the largest dimensions, and laden witli much 
YiluahSe merchandise*. 

The Tictorioua admiral was received with gratitude by 
all hut his sovereign. Elizabeth trembled, lest so great 
a loss should awaken in the breast of Philip the desire 
of revenge, rather than of peace; and in answer to a 
letter from Farnese, who had offered to appoint nego- 
ciators, and left the place of meeting to the ohoice of 
the queen, she assured him that Drake had been sent 
out for the sole purpose of opposing any attempt at in- 
vasion ; that orders had been forwarded to him to ab- 
stain ft'om every act of hostility; and that, as he hud 
disobeyed her commands, he should suffer for his pre- 
sumption on his return. Farnose affected to be satis- 
fied, but prepared to play a similar game. To Elizabeth 
he replied, that he could believe anything of a man 
who had been bred a pirate, and who at Cadiz hod acted 
in the usual line of his profession ; that he was still 
willing lo abide by his former offer; and that it de- 
pended on the queen alone to put an end to the horrors 
of wart. But, while she was thus amused by his propo- 
sals, while she ieared that a second act of hostility 
might extinguish every hope of pacification, the duUe 
silently arranged his plans, and gave instructions to his 

jjay officers. On a sudden, Sluys, a fort of the first conse- 

2S. quence, garrisoned partly by Englishmen and partly by 

Hollanders, was besieged ; and the number and discipline of 

the enemy, the abilities and good fortune of their leader, 

taught the states to tremble for its safety. Thej made the most 
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preHsiDg instfinces to the queen ; her favourite Msailed her 
withargumenta and entreaties : still she hesitated ; she wrote 
to Farnese to withdraw Msforcea ; nor was it till she had re- 
ceived a tefuaal that she gave her consent to the departure of j^^^ 
Letcester. He took with him a large anm of money, and a 2S. 
reinfoi'cemeBt of 5001) men; but he waa bampered with 
instructions which he eonld not, or would not, under- 
stand ; he was ordered to sound, in the first instance, 
the disposition of the HoUaudecs ; and, if he found 
them averse from peace, to declare tliat the queen would 
retire from the contest, unless they could advance 
100,000£ for the payment of a more numerous army. 
The eat! aiTived, assembled his forces, and made Ihree 
unsuccessful attempts lo raise the siege. Sluys capi-July 
tulated; and tlie royal message was delivered. The 30. 
states received it with reproaches and complaints ; and, 
in tlie transport of their indignation, indulged in the 
most unjust and alarming suspicions. They bad been, 
they saiil, betrayed by placing conftdence in the profes- 
sions of their allies. Avarice had induced their pie- 
tended friend, the queen of England, to sell them to the 
king of Spain, and to stipulate the surrendei: of the 
planes garrisoned hy ber troops, in return for a sum of 
money sufiicient lo defray the past expenses of the war. 
These charges, though unfounded and improbable, wow 
droulated luid believed ; and the earl, from having been 
theidol, became in a fewdays the eiecration, of the people. 
From the conflicting aBsertions of Leicester and his oppo- 
nents it is difGcult to form a correct notion of his proceedings. 
T/i^ charged him with aspiring to the sovereignty of the 
provinces : they asserted, that with this view he had sought 
to place English governors in every fortress ; had attempted 
to seize the persoua of Barnevelt, his chief adversary, and 
of prince Maurice, his moat formidable rival ; and had ar- 
ranged a plot to seine for himself the city of Lejden, which 
was preserved to the states only by the thnidity and 
flight of the conspirators*. Leicester, on the contrary, 
complained bitterly of the ingratitude of the Hollanders ; 
accused the most ardent among the patriots of eorrup- 



Hosted bvGoogle 



tion and treason; and pretended that a seryot design 
existed of betraying tlie Netherlands into the hands of 
Pliilip. However these tilings may be, bis intiuenoe 
with Elizabeth, though supported by that of his *on-in- 
laiv, the young earl of Essex, was apparently gone. She 
believed that be bad neglected her instructions, and 
sought chiefly his own aggrandizement; and when 
Faroese complained that the queen hod no real desire 
of peace, she laid the blame, first oai tlie negligence, and 
Nov. then on the ambition of Leicester. He was recalled; 
21- and on his arrival, aware of bis danger, threw himself 
at her feet, and conjured her to have pity on her former 
favourite. " She had sent him to the Netherlands with 
"honour; would she receive him had; in disgrace? 
" She had raised bim Com the dust ; would she now 
"bury bim alive?" Elizabeth relented; but the re- 
sult of the interview was not revealed till the following 
rooming. The earl had received a summons to answer 
before the council. He obeyed : but, instead of kneel- 
ing at the foot of the t ble took h' t m 1 t 
and when the seoreta y beg t d th h g 1 h 
had been prepared, b gl d t h bas 
ness and perfidy of h 1 m t I pi 1 il 
from the prejudices fh [Itth qtfh 
sovereign. The memh gaa d h h b 
secretary passed to h d y b 1 tl d j 
and the lord Buckb t th use d d t 
consider himself a p 1 is b h h a 
punishment was evid tly j t P t h b tted 
without a murmur ;ad <ro lyddhb th 
royal order that, dtho gl 1 s oo fi m t I ated 1 1! the 
death of Leicester, he never admitted, during nine mouths, 
«tber his wife or children into bis company*. 

About the same time, the death of Bromley, lord chan- 
cellor, enabled the queen to satisfy the ambition of another 
of her fevoariles. Snce the reformation that high office had 
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been confined to lawyers ; she now resolved to break through 
the custom, and to bestow it on the earl of Kutland. But 
Rutland died within a few days, and, to the surprise and 
ridicule of the courtieia, sir Christopher Hatton was ap- 
pointed ohanooilor. It had happened, many years before, 
that the students in the iuns of court gave a magnificent ball 
in honour of the queen. Among the maskers her eye dis- 
tingnished one who m stature, a^hty and manner, escelled 
all Ws companioflB. The fortunate dancer was Hatton, 
a young gentleman of slender fortune, from Northampton- 
shire. She bade him reside at court, and made him a gentle- 
man of the privy chamber. Years passed before he was 
rmsed to any higher office, but those situations gave him fre- 
quent access to the queen, and it soon became manifoat that 
he enjoyed aconsiderableportioa of the royal favour. Nig- 
gard as the queen usually was to the most deserving of her 
servants, she seidora suffered a long interval to pass without 
making to Hatton some valuable grant in lands or rents ; and 
it wasobserved that at her annual new-years' gifts shecon- 
Btantlyassigned to himamachmorevaluable present than to 
any other imJividual*. These marks of fiivour excited jealousy 
and suspicion ; occasionally she conld not forbear from lav- 
ishing caresses on bim in the presence of others ; frequently 
she spent several hours at a time with him in private. The 
tongue of scandal was not idle ; and it became the general be- 
lief that he occupied that place in her affection which had for- 
merly been assigned to the earl of Leicesteif. In 1572 she 
gave to him a fresh mark of her confidence by appointuig him 
captain of the guard ; the nest year, oa account of some dan- 
gerous internal disease, he was advised to drink the watem at 
the Spa; and thequeeaordered Julio, her own phy^cian, to 
attend him during his journey. He parted from her with 1573. 
manifest reluctance, perhaps through apprehension that dur- June 
ing his absence he might be supplanted by some fortunate ri- 8. 
val. She wrote to him a consolatory note the next day, and 

* It WBS cuBtfmuLTj fbr the courtierB to make Bome Taluahle present to Iha 
queen on (liefii-at da; of Uieyeai-. ' To eoab, in reUirn, she sent acerrnln qunn- 
tltjr o( ^It pMe. The aiersge quantltj was from forty to flftj ounces ; but 

i See Bysr'B leltac to Hatton, in DuvliDD'a poetical rtiapsoil;, F- Luiii. 
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his answers to that and to Beveral other letters rrom her ora 
still esttint, — answers written in a most extraordinary stjle, 
andhreathing the passionate language of a favoured and pre- 
sumptuous lover*. At the Spaiiis health improved rapidly ; 
Sept he returned, and resamed his former situation at court. la 
1577 the queen confen'ed on him thehonour of knighthood, 
iq)poiDted him vice-chamberliun, and gave to hiui a seat in 
the privy council, — honour not incotflpatible with the duiieB 
■ -which his other offices required. After this period, we learn 
little of him but from the occasional entries la his letter-book, 
irom which it seems fair to infer that when he was at court 
the queen spent much time in hie company, conversiog with 
him confidentially on all manner of subjects, whether the gos- 
sip of the day or matters of the gravest moment ; and often, 
employing him as a sort of amanuenws, to nodfy her pleasure 
to di^'ent individuals. This was to him, occasionally, a 
Bouroe of great annoyance ; for he was sometimes compelled 
by her order to suspend or alter iia decisions of'the council ; 
sometimes to reprehend the mioisteraor ambassadors for their 
oonduot; and once, at leaat, perhaps oftener, to interfere with 
the regular proceedings in courts of justice. Enjoying, how- 
ever, such opportunities of influenrang the sovereign, he could 
not be surpnsed at finding himself beset vrithhosteof suitors, 
Bolitating bis Eud and patronage; and though there cannot be 
a doubt that he was a party with his colleagues, Buighley, 
L^cester, and Walsingham, to many questionable Mid un- 
justifiable proceedings, yet tohis honour it most be recorded 
that we find bim, at times, employing his authority to shield 
the poor and friendless from oppression, and to mitigate the 
severity of the law in fevour of reeusante under prosecution 
for their reli^oa before the ecclesiastical comuiission. 

Among the gallants at court was one who from the first 
appears to bavebeenanohjectof jealousy to Hatton, — the 
young and accomplished Walter Raleigh, tiie very counter- 
part of Hatton himself when, about twenty years before, he 
entered on his fortunate career. In 1S82 Kaieigh I'eceived 
from the queen some distinguished mark of royal favour. Hat- 
ton was ofiended, and in proof of his displeasure he withdrew 
enlieuly from court, and shut himself up in the country. 
* They are in Kicholae, iip. B2— 30. 
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Thus the gentle tarael was flown ; where was the fiilconer'a 
v<Mce to lure liim back again? Elizabeth undertook that ofiice, 
and performed it succesafuUy, but bj a process too wystcri- 
oua aud enigmatical to be readily underEtood. Messages were 
esohanged between her and the fugitive, and jewels trans- 
mitted for tokens, with the quaintest conceits and nonsena- 
cal comments on the " Belwether " and " the Water," the 
sobriquets of the two rivals*. Hatton very wisely suffered him- 
self to he persuaded, and resumed his former offices at court ; 
but in 1585 he was seized with a second fit of jealousy, and 
the same game was played over agiun, vrith a similar result. 
SlJU, " Water " continued to encroach on the domain of the 
" Belwether." In 1580 Ea,leigh was made captiuii of the 
guard, the post whioh Hatton had so long possessed ; lord 
warden of the Stanneries, and the quean's lieutenant in Corn- 
wall ; but in the nest year she put an end to the contest be- 
tween the two rivals. The elevation of Hatton to the chan- 
cellorship placed him at an immesraurable height above Ea- 
leigh. It might be to satisfy his ambition, perhaps to fi'ea 
herself from the constant attendance of an old and querulous 
servant ; hot his possession of the great seal proved a sore 
disappointment to the lawyers, who seemed to look upon it 
as the property of their own body ; and we are told that some 
of them objected to plead before a man who from his habits 
of life could not be qualified to act as a judge in equity. He 
was, however, less disqualified than may bo supposed. For 
Bome years he had constantly attended in the star-chamber, 
and had oilen taken a prominent part in the judgments pro- 
nounced by that tribunal. In chancery, to supply his de- 
ficiency in practical knowledge, ho made on order that some 
* OrlglDslly the qiiEen gsye to HaHon Ibo name of hsr " MultoB," nhlnh 
Iran sftHiraidi ohu^nd. to ho " Belnetb^" probalilj Imduih ha iriig cap- 
laliior Ihegasnl. BailelghwsB caUeA "Water," pEFh^B ban his pas^oa 
for EiariClme adTBotura and voyagee of diBcoverj. Utae queen read HaLUm^B 
letter with bhuhlng oheekB, and Inld HecagB, who had delivered It, that she 
knew not w^ieUKT to be ai^Tj 01 pleased j that If priuo^ were likOKOdBlhgr 

dear to Jrer aba irould aover permU " ^atec " or flooda to eyerwhoha than t 
and to the end that her " Se1«etlwT " mighE not fear dnnralDg, ihewonld 
BBo]I(oldiotnrBliiltenthflbird(adoveJ(niinirhlcli Noali learned Siat the 
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of the masters should always sit with him, and in important 
and intricate cases was careful to seek the advice of men of 
acknowledged learning and integrity. We hetir no com- 
plaints of the manner in which he administered justice ; he 
has heen commended for the splendour which he threw 
round his office of chief magis te 

We are now arrived at the m 

morable epoch in tlie reign E T 

must have noticed tjie injur ee d 

almost annually offered to th Sh 

intercepted his treasure, had 

hired foreign mercenaries to i^a m 

and had suffered her mariners m sa 

his defenceless subjects on g as 

American dominions. Polio m m 

he covered his feelings witb ff ai 

and the monarch so haughty p- 

peai-ed to bear the provocatio E wiih 

the most stoical indiiTerence. B p 

tion of insult, the sophisms w m 

had formerly been answered, h 

the queen, under the rei^n o ed 

liberty, perhaps her life, to hi 
edge of his resentment *; an to 

it was only that he might ta m 

vengeance. In 1583, after ea Ji 

years, lie flattered himself t 
was come. The duke of Anj 
the Netherlands ; France tre g 

civil war ; and the defeat of h A 

the reduction of Tercera, had 
ci'own of Portugal. Freed fi 
his attention to the EnglisI 
nature slow and cautious ; to 

his preparations, demanded leiiiUre and consideratmn , 
and five more years were suffered to elapse, before the 
armada, designed to subjugate the English nation, was 
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ready to sail from the porta of Spain. During this mtervid 
the conduct of Elizabeth had not been calculated to avert 
his resentment. She had sent to the relief of the Belgiaa 
inEutgents an English army under a. general who assumed 
the tiUe and authority of govewior of the revolted pror- 
inces ; and afler a trial, unprecedented in the annals of 
Europe, she had taken, on a scaftbld, the life of the queen 
of Scots. The first was equivalent to a declaration of 
war, which Philip could not refuse to notice without the 
imputalaon of covrwdice ; the second was an insult to the 
majesty of soverdgns, which, as the moat powerful of 
ciiristian monm^ha, he deemed it his duty to rerenge. 

Of ull men, the Spanish king should have been the 
last 10 aeknowledj^e in the pontiff the riglit of disposing 
of the crowns of princes. In former times he had not 
hesitated to declare war against Paul IV. ; and hy his 
fteneral the duke of Alva, had dictated the terms of 
peace, in the Vatican. Revenge and ambition taught 
him a different lesson. In con^dence he communicated 
his object to Sixtus V., the reiiining pope, and solicited 
his co-operation in an attempt, which, had for one of its 
objects the restoration of the papal authority in Eng- 
land. For this purpose he demanded an aid in money, 
the renewal of the censures pfomulgated against Eliza- 
beth by former pontiffs, and a grant of the purple for 
Di'. Allen, who, in the event of success, might proceed 
as legate toJlngland, regulate the concerns of religion 
as had been done by cardinal Pole, and confer on the 
conqueror the investiinre of the kingdom *. Allen, ig- 
norant of the project, was at the Spa, for the henetit' of 
his health : under some other pretext, he was drawn to 
Rume ; and, though he declined the dignity, as he had 
before declined it under Gregory XIII., he was, against 
his will, created cardinal by the title of St. Martin in 
Moutibus. But though Sixtus kept the secret locked ir)87 
up within his own breast, the motive of Allen's promo- Aug. 
tioft wsis suspected by the politicians at the papal court ; „'■ 
and the pontiff, apprehensive of the discovery, exhorted No,_ 
Philip to hasten the expedition, offering him a subsidy i. 
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of a milliou of crowns, to be paid ns soon as the invad- 
ing arm]' had landed on the coast of England*. 

The proparatioiis of that monarch both in Spain and 
the Netherlands were proportionate to the iniportani^e 
of the undertbiiing. Ne^'erhad tbe ocean home a more 
gallant tieet than that which now rode in the hacbonrs 
of Spain. One hundred and thttty five sail of men of 
war, carrying eight thousand seorat. i and nineteen 
thousand soldiers, oBej'ed the command of the marquess 
of Santa Crux, an officer, who had grown, grey in the 
naval, service, and whose hrow was sh ded with the 
laurels of numerous victories ■! In Flinders, the forest 
of Waes had been felled; the dookjards of Antwerp 
Newport, Gravelines, and Dunkirk swarmed with artifi- 
cers ; and the rivers and canals were covered with Hat- 
boftomed boats, destined to sene as transports in the 
projected hivasion. The reputation of Fai iie-e ind the 
danger but glory of the attempt had dia«n volunteers 
from many of the most noble families in Euiope on 
every road were met Wlies of soldieia histei ino; fiom 
Spain, and Germany, and Italy to the jlice ot ren- 
dezvous ; and when the duke ot Parma had muolere 1 
hia forces, and allotted to the count Mansfellt eleven 
thousand men in addition to the oidinary gai laons for 
the defence of the country, he had still at his d spos il 
thirty thousand infantry, and eighteen hundred cavali\, 
to be employed in the invasion of England % 

It was impossible that these pieparations coul 1 escape 
the notice of the English government but Philip cir- 
culated different reports to cover their real destination. 
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Elizabeth was plunged in the most cvuel uncertainty, 
wl e e the stocm 'ould ultimately burst, whether on her 
heal or o the nsurgents of Belgium. Itwas neces- 
sary lliat ihe shotild be on her guard: but parsimony 
I 1 ed he to d strust bath the advice of her minisCei's, 
and th warn ngs of their spies ; and alie alternately 
qu kened or etarded her preparations, as hope or 
tea pvepo de ated in her mind. She easily con- 
sented that a n litary council for the defence of the 
k ng lom sho Id be established ; that all the male popU' 
h n f om the a^-e of eighteen to that of sixty, should 
be e rolled and that the lords lieutenant should be 

nst ctel to io m companies of militia, to appoint 
offacera and to provide anna at the expense of the 

ount ea But to call these men into active service 

ould enCa I a great expense on the crown She still 
chet shed a hope of d th t t nd f 1 
two arm ea vere Old d t bl f th 

tl on a d men und 1 d H 1 f tl If t 

the roial person ad th f th ty th d 

nda the ea 1 ol L te f th p t t f th 

c%p t 1 theae n ea I g d I d 1 t th 

first X ated i o vh b t up p p th 1 

reached to more tlian onehalf of the specifled numl)er*. 
It was, however, of small moment. Such raw and haaty 
leviea could have opposed but a feeble reEistance to the 
tuddiscipUnodJorceundertliedukeofParmal-. 



W lolh of'An^t ft did not ™e«Tnflsen a\<«ii 
idcnMutotbacia. Stow, T43. Ellis, 3 h- "' 



B ntmodabad 



\ Sdb in H uolB [a tlU Hardniaks papen. 1. 575, the oplnlni wliicli tir 
John Siayib, ulaldKiIdliiT.'wIwvusnipliiyBdtQiTiuiilhaBtnrUviei.liad 
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England was deitined to be sayed by the skill and in- 
trepidilT of ber nnty. 

In tl'e last autumn, a sense of danger had estorted 
from tlie queen a warrant for the levy of five thousand 
Beamen : in January she repented of her prodigalilv 
and ordered two tliOHsand to he disnt ssed As how 
ever, the rumour of invasion aasumeil a more oi then 
ficated shape, she yielded to the ent at es of her 
council: the original number was ogim fiUel up it 
was even raised to seven thousand men* Tlie loial 
navy consisted of thirty-four men of wai of which tlie 
measured from eight to eleven hmiilri,d tons the oit) of 
London furnished thirty-three, and private individuals 
eighteen sail; and to these, in suoh an emerirenuy, were 
added forty-three hired ships, and fifty-three coasters. 
The chief command was assumed, in virtue of his office, 
hy lord Howard of EfHnKham, admiral of Enaland, 
whose resolution and intrepidity were universally oc- 
tnowiedged, and whose want of naval experience was 
supplied by a council of able seamen. Under him 
served as volunteers, the earl of Cumberland, and the 
lords Henry Seymour, Thomas Howard, and Edmund 
Sheffleld : Drake was appointed lieutenant of the fleet; 
and the best ships were given to Hawkins, Forbisher, 
and other mariners, who, in voyajjes of commerce, or 
piracy, or discovery, had acquired experience, and dis- 
played that contempt of danser, and that spirit of enter- 
prise, which had long been chai'aeteristio of the British 

The only neighbouring powers to whom the queen 
conld apply for assistance, were the states of Belgium, 
■and .the king of Scots. The independence of the former, 
was owing to her protection : their ruin must ne the 
inievitable cnnsequence of her subjugation. Interest 
and gratitude taught them to obey the call. Fhey for- 

Accouiuof BOmHsnc^i passae«fl.H-ns aujiiireiBtd, Strvpe, iv. 17. 
• Tlie tieuEDiEr-g iiccnunts. In Minlln. 6au. 
f Sh Uie ((atoniBnl of llie Sect in MurdlD,615— E18. 
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got all retent nausea of offence, undertook to shut tip 
the navigation of the Scheldt, and sent to the fleet a 
squadion of twenty sail. From the king of Scotland 
she dared not hope for active assistance: but to secure 
his neutrality was an object of immense importance. 
James appeared to w^ver: a Spanish party had been 
formed among his subjects ; the addition of a Spanish 
army and of Spanish treasure would have roused him 
from his inactivity, and have made him the avenger of 
the blood of his mother. Such a measure was urged 
in the council of Philip * : but he distrusted the fidelity 
of the Scottish king, whose policy it was, not to commit 
himself with either party till he should see the probable 
event of the contest. If, to please his pcoteslant sub- 
jects, he subscribed the covenant, and put down the 
attempt of the lord Maxwell on the borders ; yet, at the 
same time, he listened with coldness to the apology 
offered by lurd Hunsdon lor the death of Mary : put 
f<irth his own claims with a tone of authority ; and held 
the English cabinet in suspense, till he had extorted 
the most magnificent promises from Ashby, the resident 
ambassador. Then, indeed, he forbade his subjects to Aug 
aid the enemy, and offered to Elizabeth the whole force 4. 
of his kingdom ; but this was at a time when the 
armada had been ah'Cady defeated, and the Spaniards 
were fleeing before their pursuers along the shores of 
Scotland +. 

• Tills ofliice WM given Tij Plnlo, s celebiatBil englnpEr: nnd UkMtm 

Ha™ic"e'pnrn"l' 360. "' ' * 

f That Jiimes tetuBlDed in BaapeiiH to Oe lusl, (a erident from IhednlES. 
Jn Ihs niinimn lord HuMdon wiota to Ihe queen, ■'llmt ifalle looki^fbr 
" nay Hmlty oc kiatlnflu nt Lis tiaudB, ilie uoull find bersplf dtfwived." 
MiirLlin.liSl. in April, HuoedoD rocdvod loslmctioDS to siiti^fy IlLid for 
Ills moUiert doai;i ; in June, Mt. Aolibj wna seul to liim ; iu July, sir - 
Subi'rt Svilney vent on n Eimllor misEion. Cadi's Diur. Miuilin. 
7B7,T98. 'i'liaydidnntsiiixecd. For on the S7th of Jul;, Wulunghaoi 
wrole to Do»*(laa, tlioSoDlilaliouvQy,toEi*atliflBanwndTiMtohismnsier. 
At last, on the 4Ih of August, Jitmfa Dccopted the prepoiH^ of Aahby i 



H.,t.ab:,Googlc 



But ther . whose 

doubtful lo re {« ni re ra net than 

Ihepiocras Sco m y of the 

Spanish in T mb Engli^ 

catholics «as k be penal 

laws had t gh CO re g ) bul it 

was loose! ec m d at least 

one-half of p k Hitherto 

they had b m ccution : 

the Spania ia Th been lie- 

prived of a of tiieii' 

chui-ch : would ihey not arail themselves of tliat sen- 
tence to wrest from her bauds the sceptre of iron with 
which she had ruled them? Under the influence of 
these fears scone of her advisers, as if ihe massacre of St. 
Bartholomew had furnished a useful precedent, sug- 
gested the putting to death of the leading men in the 
catholic body : and, had they not been aaTed by the hu- 
' manily of the queen herself, the chief of that party, Ihe 
most disjinguished by birth and property, would have 
been sacrificed to the jealousy of ihoir adversaries : but 
Elizabeth rejected ttie bai-baTOus advice ; and, as no 
trace of any disloyal project could be discovered, refused 
to dip her hands in innocent blood t. Still the loyalty 
of the catholics was subjected to the severast trials. Un- 
n. der the plea of precaution all recusants convict were 
'■ placed in custody ; a return "of persons, suspected for 

lauilB. ad nniiuily ot 600u?™ii emBt'sinlMiil for fl'su»ril''i>f isS'meu. 
ILud.TBIi. Mymer. XTl. IS, 

■ ■ Dr. Alien nDs_pnaillv» that they amndntod to Iwo-lliirda, Apnd 
Bridjfaaaler, 3?t 1110 Hdie uas aEBurled in a paper Binnd upon Cto^h. 
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" religion," was required froin tlie, magistrates of llie ca- 
pital * ; in several couiitiei, perhaps in all, diimjciliary 
auarchea were made ; crowds of catholics of both sexes, 
and of every rank, were dragged to Ihe common jaila 
throughout the kii)(;dora1'; and the clergy from their 
pulpits declaimed with vehemence against the tyranny 
of the pope and the treachery of the papists J. But no 
provocation could urge Uiem to any act of imprudence. 
They displayed no leas patriotism than their more fa- 
voured countrymen. The peers armed their tena.nis and 
dependents in the service of the queen : some of the 
gentlemen equipped vessets, and gave the command to 
protestants; and many solicited permission to fight in 
the ranks as privates against the common enemy $. 

The reader will be surprised tfl learn that, in the 
midst of these preparations and alarms, both Klizabeth 
and Philip were employed, and that too with apparent 
earnesmees, in negociating a peace. The queen still 
clung to the hope of extricating herself from the danger 
- of invasion. It was in vain that Leicester and Walsing- 
ham represented the attempt as calculated to paralyze 

• Ttioy emuMteil lo 17,083, Miirmn,60i. Mt. Hnllndi Eiipporea ll.is 



- tlikr^, BSd"-"!* from inwLi'geo™ ™o wiiu'auolhw." i Dec. 158?. MS. 
L1(«urHbre«a304, 
iSlo»t.746. Hulrhn HiMseL li. U, " Not ima msn ■ppeued lo b- 

* laurthe Spaniard; the very paplsit IhemaeWei helogDoleEae unwilling, 
^ tlun Ihe ntt to BBB Iheir bailee coDDtry in eulijeottuu tn tliQ onliDury 

• CKLelC; foiud In aU-aneerB.'' Osbcini,3a. Tbc mluisMtB themKU-es, 111 
Ills oocauDE whlcll thEV publtibrd In almml all llie Kuinpnll iBaglugee. 
nnderUia Ulle of ^Alstlnto MeDiliiu,"reniaik<liUDDaiii^iEiicKeoulil 

thnthe had miied Ju - — , , 

ItrienuFis fiir TrliKlan ia Ely Ugned ■ dealtiatlon of lli»r nBdinesB la Anbl 



Hosted bvGoogle 



296 fL\7 kWTR [CHAP \. 

Ihe efforts of her sub|ecta, and to giie eouragp to ber 
enerfiies"; supported by (lie opinion ol Biirftliley, ahe 
named as commissioners the eail of Deib^, l"id Cob- 
ham, sir James Croft, and Dale and Rogpr^,. doctois of 
civil law. They landed at Ostend, and after some preli- 
minary forms met atBouvbourg near Calais, the Spanish 
com mission era, the count of Aremberg, Peren^tte, Rich- 
1. ardot, De Mas and Garnier. The English opened tha 
I. ooiiforences with the demand of an armistice: it was 
granted by the Spaniards, but only for the four caution- 
ary towns possessed by the queen in the Netherlands. 
They then brought forward ^roe propositions ; that the 
ancient league between En'gland and the house of Bur- 
gundy should be renewed ; tliat Philip should withdraw 
his foreign troops from the Ivdw Countries, and that 
freedom of worship should be allowed to all the inhabit- 
ants for the space of at least two years. It was replied 
that to thfl renewal of the league the king of Spain could 
have no objection ; but that it would be imprudent in 
him to withdraw his forces as long as England and , 
France continued in arms ; and that the queen could 
not be serious in soliciting liberty of conscience for the 
' protestaiits of Belgium, as long as she refused it to the 
catholics of England. The Spanish commissioners then 
demanded the restoration of the'towns mortgaged to 
Elizabeth by the states : their opponents required, in 
return, the repayment of the money which she had ad- 
vanced. Neither would yield: ■expedients were sug- 
gested and refused; and the conferences continued till 
the armada had arrived in tlie mouth of the Channel. It 
was the general opinion that each party negociated for 
the sole purpose of overreaching the other; but, if we 

ii.353,^£/He ilMloied iJt'^Tdl me^ at juds1neii'fi^» Ke llintl^'^' 

»09, Pnin blrn we learn ihiitSlaRurd.lb^'inihiHaclor in Kiaiics, uns ia 
^i!gtn«, Imiinie lis liad spntword Ihot Philip 'lid nol dcnl aiiici>iely Id 
IhB nsuoeiaUon : '■ ID muth," he iddj, "du ve odslike any thing Ou.t nut 
" llilKlet ths ttealy." Ilnil. 
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ma)' believe the private lettei'S of tbe ministei's, Eliza- 
beth anxiously soughf the restorntion of peace". 

During five ye% ■% p ocrastination had marlfed the 
counseh of Philip on a sildei hs caution was ex- 
changed for terae ty The marquess of Santa Crux 
had objected the danger of na gat i g a narrow and 
tempestuous sea w thout tl e possessio of B single har- 
bour capable of shelter g the fleet tl e duke of Pa.rma 
had solicited pern gs on to reduce the port of Flushing 
previously, to the departure of the expedition; and sir 
William Stanley had advised the occupation of Ireland, 
aa a measure necessary to secure the conquest of Eng- 
land. But the king would admit of no delay. He had 
understood from the pontiff that, on his part, every thing 
was ready ; that tbe money had been coUecledi tbe bull 
of deposition signed, and the appointment of the legate 
made out ; but that he was resolved not to commit him- 
self by any public aft, till he should be assured that the 
Spanish forces had obtained a fooling in Englandt. 
-Philip immediately issued peremptory orders to tbe ad- 
miral that he should put lo sea without Inrther d^lay; 
to Farnese that he should hold the army in readiness to 
embark on the first appearance of the Ueet near the 
coast of Flanders, But Santa Crux was already dead, Jan 
the victim of his anxiety to satisfy the impatience of his 31 

wilh Stmdii 0- a. niino 1587), « Im coiittoditl eiixb olhet oa odh iioml, 'ilia 
'" Several «r^«ngi^°o^™''s|«ndann», In. 39, want that Allen re. • 

fel, iniusqilBin Ae billi sncci'MU cujcsUcel. Ejiist. nd Pamlum, IID, 011- 
TU«3 neVFl ceitKil to loliglL ibe bull till be bad obluined il: Kilecitiito 

printed tu th> Low GuuniriM, tluit it inli;bl be vnbllthed du tlie uciinl of 
tlieSpnnbli aimy. ltacout«num"y>ieH»DliiS[undiinui, iii 39, Puiilli. 

ptiiited DL Aniireip, under ilia title at" An ailmoullion to the nubilily nnd 
" DHiplc of BnglKnit nod Irelunil," s libellaus Inicl, deiuiiing uU the citmee 
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so\-ereigii; and his place was inadequately supplied by 
Mai, the duk'e of Medina Sidonio, who, lite the locd admiral 
3. of England, was totally unacquainted with the naval 
May service. Under this new leader the armada'aailed frOm 
■ 20- ilie TaguB. The grandeur of the spectacle excited tha 
most flattering anticipations; and every hreast beat high 
with the hope of conquest and glory. In a few days the 
delusion was dispelled. OiTCapa Finiaterre the south- 
erly breeze was exchanaed for a storm from the west- 
June the araiada was dispersed along the shores of Galhcia; 
S- tiiiee galleys ran aground on thy coast of France, eight 
were dismasted, and no ship escaped without consider- 
able damage. To collect and repair his shattered fleet 
detained fhe duke three weeks in the harbour of Co- 

Tiiis disaster had been announced to EliKaheth as the 
destrnction of the armada, the end of the expedition. 
If she received the intelligence with joy, she did not for- 
get her usual economy ; and the lord admiral received 
an order to dismantle immediately the four largest ships 
Jidy in the royal navy -f. Fortunately he ventured to disobey, 

^' offering to bear tha expense out of his private fortune ; 
and directed his course across the bay of Biscay, to as- 

12. certain the real siate of the Spanish fleet. But a brisk 
gale from the south-west compelled him to return : the 
enemy look advantage of the same wind to leave Co- 
runna ; and the English had scarcely moored their ships 
in the harbour of Plymouth, when the duke of Medina 

19. was distiovered off the Lizard point. Here he sum- 

• The .(.Uiiis uf lli5 Spnniali lleel excltf^l soms fears in ITie minrta oftha 

HRLiire t^l■p4^t1ttElI■ 1o t^qnn-itrtliiittheeainiQiHioDrDi^ht bBencolledin' 
chiiiicery, ''at It Lmpnteth TQiir luid^blp hUd ns kII, yoLin nqd onr pDBteti- 

"aliBWMifll.'u-nti-iiiiaiilftirour illathaigo." H. Konl. A, Pnulet. Tiio. 

+ Thfvs WBts tliB Trlumpli of 1100 loni cniriing 840 fnilora. 130 toWlpKi. 
Bi»l 41) fliiiiiMoi \ llie WhllD-b»r, Ihe Ellinbrth Juiias. aiul tlii' Victorv. of 
InOD. fKQ, nod )I0« Iudi. with h compleaw d< olseo uiloni, loo BoMieii, and 
4Dif<iDnenKieaak. MiinllD.61B.G19.6dl. 
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moiisd tlie mora ex|ierienced amoiis his captains to a 
council of war. Tliey unanimously advised a bold but 
decisive measure, to bear down on tlie English licet, and 
to atiack it while it lay at anchor : but the admiral pro- 
duced his instructions, whi=h strictly forbade him to 
provoke hostilities lill he ba. seen lhe#miy of Flanders 
safely landed on the English shore*. Thoyobeyed with 
reluctance: the armada formed in the shape of a erea- Julj 
cent, the horns -of which lay some miles asunder, and 20. 
with a gentle breeze from the south-west proudly ad- 
vanced up the Channel. It was a magnificent and im- 
pusing spectacle. The magnitude of the sliips, the un- 
usual construction of the galeasses, their lofty prows and 
turrets, and their slow and majestic motion, struck the 
beholders with admiration and awe. The lord admiral 
had already formed his plan. His vessels, though infe- 
rior in bulk and weight of metal, excelled tiiose of the 
enemy in agility and expedition. To oppose might be 
dangerous: but he could follow, could annoy from a 
distance, and might retard their progress by attacking 
the more sluggish sailers and cutting off the stragglers. 
Two hours did not elapse before he exchanged ii brisk 
cannonade with Riealdez, the commander of the rear 
division, and compelled the duke fo detach, several ships 
to his support. 

In this action neither fleet suffered any considerable 
loss : but during the night one of the largest galleons 
was set on fire by the resentment of a Flemish gunner, 
who had been reproached by his captain with cowardice 
or treachery : a second, which had lost a mast by acci- 
dent, fell astern and was captured, after a sharp engage- 
ment ; and a third, which had separated from the fleet 
in the dark, met with a similar &te near the coast of 
France, These disasters proved lessons of caution to 
the Spanish admiral. , His jM-ogress became more slosv 
and laborious ; the enemy was dai'ing, nnd the weixther 
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napricious ; some of his ships were disabled hy si 
eiigagemenis ; others were occasionally entangled among 
the fihoals of an unknown coast; and the necessity ol 
pioCeciinsbothtVonUheincessLiiit pursuit of the English, 
j„ly so retarded his eourae, that six days elapsed before he 

27. could reach his ilestination, and cast anchor in the vici- 
nity of Calais. , ■ 

By this time the Spaniards had learned to respect the 
courage and power of their enemy ; to the En^^lisli tlie 
advantageswhieh they had won, though trifling in them- 
aehea, imparted that tone of confidence which js oflen 
the forerunner of victory. Still the great measure on 
which depended tlie feteof England, the transportation 
of the invading army, remaioed in suspense. ' The duke 
of Pai'ma had completed his preparations ; and, with tho 
aid of canals cut through the country, had coiiveyml his 
transports to Newport and Dunkirk. In the first of 
these harbours a division of 14,(lti0 men had already 
embarked ; fn Dunkirk the other division, almost equal 
in number, awaited only the orders of the geiitral*; 
and it was expected that on the next day, the second 
after the arrival of the duke of Medina, tlie grand al- 

2D. fcmpt would be made. That veiy night (it was cloudy 
and boisterous) the sea on a sudden was illum.inaled by 
the appearance of eight vessels in flames, drifting rapidly 
in the direction of the armada. Aloud cry of hoiTor 
burst from the Spaiiiatds, who remembered the blazing 
boats at the siege of Antwerp, and the destruction which 
those engines of explosion bad scattered on every side. 
Immediately they cut their cables, ran out to sea, and in 
their terror and confusion inliiuted on each other much 
greater damage than they had suiFered in some of the 
preceding actions. The fire-ships burnt away harm- 
lessly on tlie edge of the beach ; but, at the moment 
when the duke congratulated himself on his fortunate 
escape, a fierce gale began to blow from the south-west ; 

ftoiD hlB aeipKloliet to Pliilip. qnaledu^ Gtnula. L I. lUinD tans. 
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the rain fell in touotits ; the glare of tlie lightning con.- 
fiiuniied the mariners ; and tlie dawn of moming disco- 
vered the armada dispersed along the coast from Ostend J"'!' 
to Calais. In a short lime a cannonade in the direction ^^' 
of Gravelines collected the adverse fleets. The Spani- 
ards, with forty sail, bravely sustainerl the attack of their 
enemy during the day : in thp evening the increasing 
violence of the wind carried thew among the. shallows 
and sand-hanks near the mouths of tlie Scheldt. The 
following morning, with the aid of a favourable breeze, 
they estrieated themselves from danger ; bat they had 
lost two galleons, of which one was sunk, the other taken 
by the Hollanders, and a galeasse of Naples, which bad 
run aground under the batteries of Calais*. 

Tlie Spanish admiral took the opportunity to consult 
the most experienced among his officers. His fleet was 
nowreduced to about eighty sail, all ofwhich had suffered 
considerably : to attempt the transportation of the army, 
or to return through the Channel, was to throw them- 
selves into the jaws of destruction; and all agieed that 
but one way remained open, round the north of Scotland 
and Ireland; a way indeed replete with danger and 
terror to men unacquainted with the coatit, and unused 
to the tempestuous seas of so high a latitude ; but which 
offered some hope of preserving (or their sovereign the 
shattered remnant of his once furmidable navy. For the 
first time the Spaniards fairlytted before their pursuers ; 
and the want of ammunition compelled the Ei^lish to Aug, 
return to port, at a time when they might olherwise have *f- 
annihilaCed the invaders. The fugitives in their northern 
course met with no enemy ; but they bad to contend 
against the violence of the winds and waves ; the shores 
of Scotland and Ireland weie covered with the wrecks 
of their vessels; and, when the duke of Medina termi- 

.nt nuv»iit!igourpoiniillill(( iha pifera of the iliike of 
n, 571-579. Sume,746-739. Slryps, tiL App.266. 
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Supt-natad his utirortiinate voyage in the port of St. Audei ■, 
he ac know led geil tbe loss ol' thirty ships of (he largest 
class, and of tea thousand men*. Cbristoval de Mora, 
after some contest with his colleagues, undertook to an- 
nounce the disastrous Intelligence to the king. Philip, 
who had acquired the perfect masleiy over his feelings, 
heafd him without any, change of countenance, any 
symptom of emotion. "I thank Giod," he coolly replieil, 
" who has given me so many resources, that I can bear 
" without inconvenience so heavy a loss. One branch 
" has been lopt off: hut the tree is still flourishing, and 
" aide to supply its place." Immediately he sent the 
sum of fifiy thousand crowns to be distributed among 
the survivors ; forbade hy proclamation any publio 
mourning ; and openly returned thanks to God that his 
fleet had not been entirely destroyed. The Spaniards 
consoled themselves hy attributing their loss to the 
violence of the weather: the duke of Parma was assured 
in the strongest terms of the royal favour and approba- 
tion; and a fruitless attempt by the English ministers 
to debouch his fidelity, served only to raise him higher 
in the esiimalion of the monarch ■!'. 

During this important crisis, tbe queen displayed the 
characteristic courage of the Tudore. She appeared 

•According IQ tlie IMi In thn Uttn to Strndsia. Uieie jierisliiH], dt 

vith a^l Dvn. St'rvH.ilL A]in.SS3. 
t U wnt n»i »fi..rtfld, thut ¥liiUij Till i11spleaK<1 wEth the negUnsiKF, 

Bnd, liirin^ iinpKUowi! who WM die wrl.ar, »pl[*ri, PjillavicEnl, th* qupun's 
<nher« hu itdiiUI be met by an ogeat ftom EDKLmid; mid 1o mullmt Hint 

the qar0u H-iahi'tl him Ui lukv pnBWSBlan rot lilnibniritTihu cjiiliollo hrir- 

^lU diletily vnB proof DffULDat u-mpulio» ^ he iD:ipri]fi>iu>d Ihri jlui'Ut, ni^ 
nut a copy ot tbe lettet ti> Philip. Strudi. I. X. intiu IS^, 
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coiitideut of success', sbe evea talked of meeiing ike 
invaders, and of onimadng her troops to battle by her 
presence. But this proposal was disapproved by the 
prudence, or the amotion of Leicester. '■ As for jour 
" persoo," he wrote to her, " Ijeing the most dainty and Juljr 
" saored thing we have in this world to care for, 1 can- 2?. 
" not, most dear queen, consent that you should expose 
" it to danger. For upon your well doing consists all 
" the safety of your whole kingdom : and therefore pre- 
" serve thai abave all. Tfet will I not, that in some 
" sort so princely and rare a magnanimity should not 
" appear to your people and to. the world, as it is. And 
" thus far, if it please your majesty, you may do : to 
" draw yourself to your house at Havering; and tooom- 
" fort this army and the people of these counties, you 
" may, if it please you, spend two or three days to see 
"both the pamps and forts. And thus for, but no 
"further, can I consent to adventure your person*."^,,™ 
She followed his advice, and about afiirtnight later pro- 3,' 
eeeded to Tilbury. It was a proud moment lor Eliza- 
beth. The danger was now over: the armaila which 
had threatened to overturn her throne, was struggling 
with adverse winds on its way to Spaiu ; and the people, 
intoxicated with joy, expressed the most ardent attach- 
ment to her person. Mounted on a while palfrey, and 
hearing a marshara tnineheon in her hand, she rode 
along the ranks; the soldiers rent the air with acclama- 
tions of triumph; and these raw recruits expressed their 
regret, that they had not been permitted to measure 
arms with the veteran forces of Spainf. 
. The important services of the lord admiral and of his 
officers were not overlooked by the queen: but, in her 
estimation, they could not be compared with those of 

• Hardwicke PnliBM, i. B??. 
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I^icester. He Htood without a rival ; and to reward his 
trBListeiident merit, a new and unprecedented office waa 
created, which would have conferred on him an authority 
almost equal to that of his sovereign. He was appointed 
loi-d lieutenant of England and Ireland ; and the warrant 
lay ready for tlie royal signature, whea Ihe remon- 
strances of Barghley and Hatton induced her to hesitate; 
and the unexpected death of the favoui'ite concealed her 
weakness from the knowledge of the public. Soon after 

Aug. the queen's departure from Tilbuiy, Leicester had by 
'^ her order disbanded the army, and set out for his ca-Stle 
of Kenilworth ; but, at Cornbury Park, in Oxfordshire, 
his progress was arrested by a violent disease, which, 
whetlier it aiose t^m natural causes, or the anguish of 
disappointed ambition, or from poison administered by 

Sapl. his wife and her supposed paramour, quickly terminated 
^ his existence*. If tears are a proof of alfection, those 
shed by the queen on this occasion showed tliat hers 
'was seated deeply in the heart: hut there was another 
passion as llrraly rooted there, the love of money, which 
induced her, at the same time that she lamented the loss 
of her favourite, to order the public sale of his Roods, for 
the discharge of certain sums which he owed to the ex- 
chequer t. 

Leicester in his youth had possessed that external 
appearance, which was sure to arrest the eye, and warm 
tho heart of Elizabeth. With handsome features and 
■well-proportioned limbs, he joined a tall and portly 
figure, a qualiSeation necessary for those who aspired 
to the rank of her favourites. By the spirit of his con- 
versation, the aidour of his flattery, and the expense of 
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his entertainments, he so oonflrmed the ascendency, 
wliich he had acquired, lliat for thirty years, though hn 
might occasionally complain of tlie caprice or infidelity 
of his mistress, lie ultimately triumphed over every com- 
petitor. As a statesman or a commander he displayed 
little ahility: but his rapacity and ombilion knew no 
bounda. Many years elapsed before be would lesign 
his pretensions to the hand of his sovereign*, and we 
have just seen, that only the week before his death, he 
preiailed on her lo promise him a much larger share of 
the royal authority, than had ever, in such circum- 
stances, been conferred on a subject. Were we to judge 
of his moral character from the language of his writings, 
wo should allot to hii^ the praise of distinguished piety*: 
but if we listen to the report of bis contemporaries, the 
delusion vanishes, and he stands bofoi'e us as the most 
dissolute and imprincipled of men. We are told, that 
among the females, married or unmarried, who formed 
the court of Elizabeth, two only escaped his solicitations; 
that his first wife was murdered by his order ; tliat he 
disowned his marriage with the second, for tlie sake of 
a more favoured mistress; and that to obiain that mis- 
tress he first triumphed over her virtue, and then 
administered poison to her husband. To these instances 
has been added a long calalogue of crimes, of treachery 
to his friends, of assassination of his enemies, and of 
acts of injustice and eslortion towards those who had 
offended hii pride, or vefUsed to bend to his pleasure. 
*THeScnilUVi Aiwgneoye.UuLtEliiiLbQihmAde toMmnpTDmiwofmai- 
Tbe biafion. who Ifaen appeared to bo in RiTuiir bolli wiih Iba qiK-eu and 

Hint tlwy iiBi] hitea Bctunlty bnt E«reLly caDlmatedlDtincli olher la tiia 
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Tha reader will panse before he gives liis unqualified 
assent to such reports : yet, when he has made everj 
allowance for the envy and malice of political enemies, 
when he has rejected every charge, which is tiot aup- 
ported by probnUle evidence, there will still remain 
much to stamp infamy on the cbaracter of Leicester. 
In the year 1 584, the hiatocy of liis life, or lather of his 
crimes, was published in a tract entitled, at first, " Copy of 
" a letter about the present state, and some pro- 
ceedings of the earl of Leicester, and his friends in Eng- 
land ;" but afterwards known by the name of " Leices- 
" ter's Commonwealili," It was generally attributed to 
the pen of Persons, the celebrated Jesuit : but, whoever 
might be the author, he had woven his story with so 
much art, had descended to such minuteness of detitil, 
and had so confidently appealed to the knowledge of 
living witnesses for the truth of his assertions, that the 
booh extorted the belief and the applause of its readers". 
Edition after edition was poured into the kingdom, lill 
the queen herself came forward to vindicate the character 
of her favourite. She pronounced the writer, " an in- 
" carnate devil," declared that of her own knowledge (it 
was a bold expression) she was able to attest the inno- 
cence of the earl; and ordered the magistrates to seize 
and destroy evevy copy, which could be discovered 'h 
But, if the willoi' the sovereign could silence the tongues, 
it did not satisfy the reason, of her subjects. The ac- 
(■amplished sir Philip Sydney took a different course. 



tp hta preb« to uie " Warmrord," deoleB th« ne wbb Uie aufJiDr. 

i SoehiDlerpIiHllanlBniviHirDra in1i]«t may sjpev BxUiordliuiyi 
but tluiqiHCB'i leller utUisnfcH Id Imd uul ladj SljnwibDIv.dirIha Btl«ll- 
tioa whldi they had paid to Letcesler at l;faatnvd[Ui, !• ilUJ mom go. In 
ii she nlmon achnmvleiliH litm br bsr Inubiiiul. " We •liuulil dn btm 
-ITMntnrinKeChoilliUnglllni in Ihit j.liua' of faiw ire du) iunirs »b 
« iliuuld not let you nnduslunil Inliow Ibiiupkrull eorlv ivsuccplpt the sum* 

• him'u <u>™h«oaTulC," &D. Lod^ ii. 1J5. 
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He attempted a refutation of tlie libel. But with nil 
his abilities he auiili under the task; he alauaed the 
author, hut did not disprove the most important of his 
statements ; and the failure alone of so able a aeholat 
and contemporary will justify asuspiriion, that there was 
more of truth in the book, than he was willing lo admit, 
aad more of crime in the conduct of his uncle than it 
tras in hia power to clear away *. 
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CHAPTER VL 



Tub defeat of the armada had thrown the nation into a 
frenzy of joy. The people expressed their feelings by 
bonfires, enterlainments, and public thanksgivings; the 
queen, whetliet she sought to satisfy the religious ani- 
mosities of her subjects, or to display her gratitude to 
the Almighty by puaishing the supposed enemies of his 
worship, celebrated her Iriuniph with the immolation of 
human victtnis. A commission was issued ; a selection 
was made from the catholics in prison on account of 
religion : and six clergymen were indiJfed for their 
priestly character ; four laymen for having been recon- 
ciled to the calholic church; and lour others, among 
whom was a gentlewoman of the name of Ward, for 
having aided, or harboured, priests. All these immedi- 
ately, and fifteen of their companions, within the three 
noKt mdntbs, suEfered tlie cruel and infkmous punish- 
ment of traitors. It was not so much as whispered that 
they had been guilty of any act of disloyalty. On their 
trials nothing was objected to them but the practice of 
their religion*. 

Not satisfied with the blood of these victims, the per- 
•»'l'wii.7«9.7S0. OuOIoiier, £09-237. Ellis, Sod ser. Ui. 136 «. 



Hosted bvGoogle 



A.D. 158S.] TRIAL OF THEE 309 

SGcutors looked forward to f in 11 d k 

The reader will recollect the fl ad mp m t t 
which the earl of Arundel hdb ImlFa 

coDsiderahle time after his t Ih 1 dbt t td Ih 
unusual severity : by degree h g f 1 fl 

ment wos relaxed ; and he bt d j m t f 

quent the contiguous cell f W 11 n B t f 

queen Mary's priests ; wher h oc aa Uy hea d 
and met tivo fellow-pi'isonera, sir Thomus Gere d and 
William Shelley. For this indulgence his countess had 
given a bribe of thirty pounds to the daughter of the 
lieutenant: but the result provoked a suspicion that it 
had been granted with the connivance of some greater 
personage, who sougiit the ruin of tlie noble captive. 
On the appearance of " the armada,"' Arundel received 
a hint, that the moment the Spanmrds set their feet on 
English ground, he and the other catholio prisoners in 
the Tower would infallibly be massacred. Their danger 
naturally became the subject of conversation among 
them: some recommended one expedient, some another; 
and the earl suggested that they should join in one com- 
mon form of prayer to solicit the protection of heaven. 
The proposal was at first adopted, but afterwards 
abandoned by the advice of Shelley, under Che approheU' 
sion that it might be misrepresented to the queen. The 
armada, howwer, failed; no massacre was attempted; 
but Shelley, Gerard, and Bennet, were removed to dif- 
ferent prisons, where they undeuwent sepai-ate examin- 
ations, reapaeting the language and conduct of Ainndel. 
The answer of the first was harmless: Gerard repre- 
sented him as a well-wisher to the Spaniards; and 
Bennet, if we may believe himself, through fear of Ihe 
rack and (he iiulter, confessed that the eail had asked 
him to celebrate mass for the success of the invaders*. 



[Wtilin, " is nil every man almiUjr nhu sliull oy Ihat tb< 
ver lo dupoie the quseo V Uy tUa cntiiollcB this qiwBtiDi 
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Oa these depositions was groun'led a. charge of high 
treason ; the queen appointed the earl of Dertiy lord 
hij;h steward fur the trial; and the prisoner was hrought 
1589.10 Westminster liall. to plead for his life before that 
April nobleman and twenly-four other peers, Tlie crown 
lawyershad introduced into the indictment allthematlet 
whiuh had formerly been urged, in the star-chamber 
against him: but the red subject of inquii-y lay ivithin 
a mach narrower compass ; whether ho had or had not 
solLoited others to pray with him for the suiii;ess of the 
Spaniards. Tlie principal witnesses were Gerard and 
Bennet. When the 6rst appeared, the prisoner called 
on \iim, in tlie name of the living God, to speak the 
Icuth, and to remember that he must hereafter give a 
second account before a most awful tribunal. At this 
solemn adjuration Gerard trembled, muttered a few 
words and was withdrawn. Against the testimony of 
ISetinet was produced one of his own leltera, in which 
he acknowledged that his confession before the com- 
missioners was Mse, and had been extorted fiom his 
weakness by menaces of torture and death :" he, on the 
contrary, to support his credit, asserted that the letter 
was written by Randal, a fellow-prisoner, and addressed 
to the earl without his consent or his signature. Randal, 



sidetFil 113 IIiB forrrnnner uf dFOlli ; beenuen 11 wis dented tocaat n doubt 

msn^. >vhav.h)letli<r<l«nledtliat iiomec ihEmiiflveg, yei heiiuiBil in iIb- 
olawtlioM trDitorawho nmlnlalDiid l>. TliB earl teplied: " I nevn yet 

He vnB told ibtii bn laiiit ivply, yeg or na. "I wimAur" bfl pxcljilmcd, 
" tliat BQcb qiiestLoUB nra aftked oiniv, utiug I tdb uam accmed of awh 
" mnUDiB ; bat bgtb huva heBa, aDd am, al all limea, ready ba (ltvb tlia 
'^ qUE^Li, vitll A^ aud Jimb, ogilTist HOT ^FeigD pnoea or petpulato what. 
" Boeverr'* Hatttji] aaki-d, *■ wlial, D^loBt tbepujie?'^ " la not tba pope,^* 
aald tha earl in Tetnm, " iDolodrit In U^e name ot feret^u priuoB or pmen- 
*' iDtef" The teport orhla txamtnallon vaa Ihea Hi^en lu him Id raod, 

ODsn ec to tlie qiHaiuiD ; vrhioh be d^cLired to fao imlToe j ]i« luid ansvei^ 
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however, was not examined ; and Arundel most solemnly 
protested Ihat tlie prayers which he had proposed had 
no reference to the invasion ; he meiely sought Uie pro- 
tection of heaven for bimself and his companions, wlio 
had been threatened witli assassinatiun. After an 
hour's debate the peera found him guilty : he heard the 
judgment pranounc J d with composure and olieerfulness ; 
and begged,. as a last favour, that he might be allowed, 
before his death, to see his wife and his son, a child about 
five yeai-s old, who had been born since his oonlinenient 
in the Tower. No answer was returned *. 

It must be acknowledged that the queen had some 
reason to be jealous of this nobleman. The execution of 
his father, the wrongs which bo had lately suffered him- 
self, and his high rani; (he was by birih the Srst peer 
of the realm), had pointed him out to the queen of Scots, 
to Morgan, and to many of the exiles, as the fittest per- 
son to be placed at the head of any party which might 
be formed against the government. But his condem- 
nation was an act of policy, not of justice. No one pre- 
tended that he had ever assented to such projects ; it 
was not proved that they were so much as known to 
him. Tlie charge on which he was tried was certainly 
tinfounded. In his subEcquent correspondence with the 
council, in his confidential letters to his wife and his 
confessor, he always asserted his innocence, and declared 
his resolution to maintain it, even on the scaffold, 
Burghley and Hatton advised the queen to spore him. 
She had taken the hfe of his father ; let her not stain 
her reputation wiih the Idjod of the son. He had now 
ceased to be a subject of apprehension; he lay at her 
mercy ; on the slightest provocation, on the ^rst ap- 
pearance of danger, the sentence might be carried into 
execution. She suffered herself to be persuaded: yet 
carefully concealed her intention from tlie knowledije of 
the prisoner, who lived for several years under the im- 
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pression that (bs axe was lifill suspended over his head ; 
and. never rose in the morning without some appreheti- 
sbn that before niglit he miglit expire on the scaffold. 
In 1595 he was suddenly taken iU at talile* : the skill of 
his physician checked the rapidity, but could not subdue 
the force, of his disease'; and he died at the end of two 
months, in the eleventh year of his imprisonmeiit. He 
was buried in the same grave with his father, in the 
chapel in the Tower. 

In her conduct towards this unfortunate nobleaian, 
the queen betrayed an unaccountable spirit of revenge. 
He seems to have given some deep hut secret offence, 
which, though it was never divulged, could never be 
forgotten. There was a time when he seemed to en- 
gross her favour ; when he shone the foremost in all her 
parties, and tiore a principal share in the festivities and 
gallantries of her court. But, from the moment that he 
returned to the society of his countess, he was marked out 
for the victim of her displeasure. During the latter 
part of his long and severe imprisonment, he cuuld not 
once obtain permission, not even on the approach cf 
death, to sea his wife or his children, or any one of his 
relations, protestant or catholic. Nor did the rancour 
of the queen expire with its principal object. As long 
as she lived, lady Arundel was doomed to feel the royal 
displeafiure. She could not remove from her house 
without danger of offence ; she was obliged to solicit 
permission to visit London even for medical advice ; 
and, whenever Elizabeth meant to repair to St. James's, 
the countess received an order to quit the capital before 
the queen's arrival f. 

From the defeat of the armada till the death of the 
queen, during the lapse of fotuteen years, the catholics 

MS. Llfr.ivi.iviil. ' * " 
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groaned under the pre3sui"e of incessant prosecution. 
Sisty one clergymen, forty-seven laymen, and two gen- 
tlewomen, sufferer! capital punishment fiir some or utlier 
of llie spiritual felonies and treasons whicii had been 
lately created. Generally the court dispensed with the 
examination of witnesses : by artful and ensnaring ques- 
tions an avoural was drawn from the prisouer, that he 
had been reconciled, or had harboured a priest, or 
had been ordained beyond ihe sea, or that he admitted 
the ecclesiastical supremacy of the pope, or rejected 
that of the queen. Any one of these crimes was sufR- 
cient to consign him to the scafTold. Life, indi^d, woa 
always o(fered> on tlie condition of confarmity lo the 
established worship : but the offer was generally refused ; 
the refusal^waa followed by death ; and the butchery, 
with very few exceptiona, was performed on the victim 
while he was yet in perfect possession of his senses*. 

• Snd the htsUines of msal or thtm oAIhIbeI iii chnllanBr'a Menoln oC 
MissioDj'uy HripslB.vul.i. Tlietpurr many IsllMS raiaDt,il«trlblng lliB 
boiT0[»hinhi1ir«ie>%e<nTUoii«aiiciiedln<jlbnnsUoug. Ilielr raoglirtloD 

""in Buodiy liiDgnd|fefl._]iAih Ivvil sueh h. IhL»iI nKa-iUHt 11m rvglmniit ot 
" the tenlcii la gflaerii], u iDoaL a» Bcvuljttiiwt LImm'tth.'* lliibffiia 
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These executions, however, affected but a small part 
of the th 1 p p 1 t n: the great grievance consisted 
n tl e p nal feu ancy. If we consider the rela- 
tveale fnny e shall see that it required 
an n pi f tu e t pay the perpetual fine of twenty 
p u d p I a m th. Most gentlemen were com- 
pell d t sell n de able portion of their pfoperty, 
that tl e* m ht t fy the demand ; and, whenever 
tbey were m arrear, the queen was empowered by law 
toseizethe whole of theirpersonal and two-thirds of their 
real est_ate every six months *. For this purpose, returns 
of the names and of the property of the recusants in 
each county were repeatedly required by the council ; 
and the best expedient of tJie su^rers was to prevail on 
the queen, through the influence of her favourites, to 
accept an annual composition H". Yet even then they 
were not allowed to live in quiet. They wore still liable 
to a year's imprisonment and a fine of one hundred 
marks for every time that they heard mass; on each 
successive rumour of invasion they were confined, at 
their own charges, in the jail of the county J; they 
were assessed, as often as it appeared proper to the 
eouuoil, in certain sums towai'ds the levy of soldiers for 
the queen's service a d on their diselnrge from pri 
son, tl e were e 1 e co fi ed n tl e 1 ouse of a pro- 
testant (,« tlem o f they e e pe mitted fo retur 
to tiie r I ome were made 1 able to tl e fo -fe t e of 
their goods lands and ann t es du ng 1 fe fo the 
new offence t stray ng mo e than fie m les f om 
their own loo s § Yet many of tl ese men 1 ad gned 
declarat one of loy Itj wl ch sat afted the council, and 

•8tal.(ifHattlii.,il,T?l. 
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had engaged to fight in defenoa of tlieir sovereign 
against any foreign prinre, pope, or potentate, wliomso- 
ever*. 'i'hey were treated in this manner, if we may 
believe Burghley himself, not eo much for their own 
demerits, as to prore to the queen's enemies abroad, 
that in.the case of invasion they must expect to derive 
little £ud f I'om the more -wealthy of the catholic body in 
Eriglandt. 

Thus it was with men of property. Recusants in 
meaner circumstances were nt fiist thrown into prison. 
But the jails were soon crowded ; the oounties com- 
plained of the expense of their maintenance; and the 
queen ordered them to be discharged at tlie discretion 
of the magisiratea. From some nothing more was re- 
quired than a promise of good behaviour; some had 
their ears bored with a hot iron ; othei-a were publicly 
whipped^;. It was afterwards enacted, that ail recu- 
sants, not possessini; twenty raarks a-year, should con- 
form within three months ailev conviction, or abjure the 
realm, under the penalty of felony without benefit of 
clergy, if fhey were afterwards found at large. But the 
severity of the act defeated its purpose ; and the magis- 
trates contented tliemselves with occasionally granting 
commissions to their officers, to visit a certain district; 
and to levy discretional sums on the poorest recusants, 
as a composition for the legal fine $. 

• Sse aome of thew Dullm in Stwpe, iiL 191. 58*. Kiiby'a Suffolk 
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In addition to tbeae sitfTerings must be mentioned the 
domiciliary visits in se^irch of catholic clerj^ymen, which 
have formerly been described. At first they were eventa 
of rare occurrence : b(it now tliey were repeated fre- 
quently in the year, often on the slightest suspicion, on 
the arrival of a stranger, on the grouadless information 
of an enemy, a discharged servant, or a discontented 
tenant; sometimes for the sole purpose of plunder, and 
Bomeiiraes through the hope of reward, as the forfeiture 
of tbe estate followed the apprehension of the priest. 
This, in the memorials of the age, is described as the 
most intolerable of grievances. It was in vain that the 
catholic gentleman withdrew himself from the eyes of 
the public, and sought an asylum in solitude. His 
house afforded him nosemrity; even in the bosom of 
his family he passed his lime in alarm and aolicilude ; 
and was exposed at every raoniflnt to the capricious 
visits of men, whose pride was flattered by the Wanton 
esercise of authority over their betters, or whose fana- 
ticism taught them to belieye that they remioced a ser- 
vice to God by insulting and oppressing the idolatrous 
papist*. 



and miKl isd ks« u » Urliljiew te a»9. l ujimr 
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WD3 observed that among those who gloried in tha 
" " these godly laws," none were more dia- 
tinguiabed by their violence than the protastant recu- 
sants *. But, if Elizabeth allowed them to display their 
zeal by tormenting her catholic subjects, she was still 
watchful that they did not lay their iireverent hands on 
the book of Gammon prayer, and continued to prohibit 
the new form of service which they had established for 
themselves. Their petitions Tor liivour, ihe suggestions 
of their frienrtsin the council, the efforts of their bretlu'en 
in parliament, failed to move her resolution. At last 
their patience was exhausted. They appealed to the 
public with all th b'tt fd' pp inted ze 1 and 

the friends of tl tahl I m t p sed d 

alarmed by as fill dppl pm 

phlets. The titl f tl w t n q t h 

language declam t y 1 1 th bjeet to 

bring the hiera 1 y nt d sc d t d mpt B t 

the queen threw th 1 gj h I Id f h p 

tection. She is d p ocl at t the 

authors, publish dp e$ f sel t I bel I 

and the court of tl t h b tra d th 

ciae ofthe artofp t t th m t i 1 d th tw 
universities; to a single press in each of these, and to 
a certain number in London, with a prohibition to print, 
sell, bind or atitch any work which had not previously 
obtained the approbation of the bishop or archbishop J. 
Yet, in defiance of these regulations, copies of the more 

iiX'{s').' """' 

• fioiDBOffhemivewKDiiiiiiladiiitli such a, hDtti.d ofWolBCty, oa (key 
ttmed it, tliat Um.)- tntoUotl hi for »i RomB. to Jisploy thei! KaL Tlia 
exoeni'i iind nDnvor. of UieK tuudiu may bu a-vn fa adTsi, Atwali, tU 



hcrere uf lU..biiokcullad MaHiil ManptBlnti-, 10 pay, nie fitsl iSOOO, 
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i^durinsLhe qiicsn's pleciun." Sit H. Lee lo lord Shremliuryi 

ee Ih^ ongiual in Sttype'i Whttgin, ap|i. 94. 
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obnoxious public ation a were m\iltiplied and circulated 
lhroui;h every part of the kingdom. Tliev issued from 
an ambulalovy press, wliich was secretly conveyed 
fram hoiisa to house, and from counfy to county. But 
no ingenuity could long elude the vigilance of the pur- 
suiranls. The paihidiiim of the ultra -reformers was 
discovered, and demolished in the vicinity of Man- 
chester, 

One of these works, entitled " A Demonstration of 
" Discipline," bad been traced to the pen of Udal, a pu- 
ritan minister. He was brought to trial at Croydon. 
1591, The jury, on very questionable evidence, found him 
Mar. guilty of the fact ; the court, on still more questionable 
grounds, determined that the book was a libel on tlie 
person of the queen, because it inveighed against the 
government of the church established by her authority. 
By this decision he was bi'ought wilhin the opemtion of 
the statute originally fj'amed againt the catholics. But, 
iS92. though he received judgment of death, intercession was 
Feb. made tn his favour by the king of Scots and sir Walter 
'"' Raleifjh; by degrees he recanted most of his opinions 
unfavourable to the establisliment ; and his pardon was 
already made out, when he died in prison, a victim to 
June the anxiety of his own mind, and the severity oi his 
^^' confinement *. 
1S91 Cartwright, tiio leader of the nonconformists, with 
jl ' nine of his associates, had been summoned before the 
JuuB. ecclesiastical commission, and refused to answer inter- 
rogatories upon oaih. Such a demand was, he con- 
tended, contrary to the law of the land, and to the law 
of Gud. In the star-chamber they all persisted in their 

■ StMe Ttlala, L 12:1. Slrjpo, Iv 21-30. Strj-pe'a Whltnin. 37»~ 
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refusal. Their obstinacy was punisheil wilh iin[)risoii- 
nient; but it ["ave rise to an oiiiraated cotiiroversy, 
which, though of no beueftt to these iiidividuala, con- 
tiibuted to open the eyes of men to tlia injustice of ad- 
mi iiister in j; to prisoners the oath ex officio, and thus 
placing them under tlie cruel tieeesaily of committing 
peijiiry, or of bearing witness against themselves*. 

At this tirae the lesentment of the queen had been 
stimulated by the ungovernuble fanaticism of throe 
members of the communion. Hacket, a person of low 
birth, and not a very creditable character, had listened 
to the exhortations of some of the preachers. He soon 
put on the appearance of superior sanctity, made preten- 
sion to supernatural powers, and professed to believe 
that his body mas animated *ith the soul of John the 
Baptist. The magistrates of Lincoln vainly endeavoured 
to convince him ol the delusion by a public whipping: 
from the tail of the cart he hastened to London, to 
prepare the way of the Lord before his second coming; 
and to denounce, as the prophet of vengeance, the 
plagues wliich would fall on the realm, in consequence 
of its opposition to a thorough reformation. He was 
accompanied by Coppinger and Arthington, two gentle- 
men of slender fortunes, whose enthusiasm led them to 
believe in the divine mission of Hacket. One morning July, 
they issued from his lodgings, as the prophets of judg- 19. 
ment and mercy, ran through the streets exclaiming, 
" Repent, England, repent I" and at CharinR Crass 
harangued the people from a waggon. They declared 
that the reformation was nt hand; that Hacket, as the 
representative of Christ, and clothed in the glorified 
body of the Messiah, was corao with his fan in his hand 
to separate the wheat from Ihe chalf ; that he was king 
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of the world ; thai all jirinces raiiat acknowledge him for 
their aovereigu; aud that the queen wou!d be depriieil 
of her crown for her opposition to Ihe godly work of 
reformation. The people heard them with astonishment, 
hut without applause. Unable to procure followers, 
July they rutui'ned to Hacket; and all tlirce were oppre- , 
'°* bended andcommitled as traitors. Hacket died, votifing 
the most horrid blasphemies ; Coppinger starved him- 
self, or was starred in prison ; Arthington read his re- 
cantation and obtained his pardon*. 

At first the extravagance of these fanatics threw con- 
sMerable odium ou the cause of the imprisoned ministers. 
It was pretended that, if a rising had been effected, 
men of greater weight would have placed themselves at 
the head of the inani^enta, and have required from (he 
queen the aholitioa of the prelacy. But no proof could 
be brought of any such projects ; the visionary schemes 
of the three prophets were condemned by the more 
moderate of their bretlu'en ; and the cause of Cartwright 
and his associates, when the surprise of the public had 
subsided, was again \e(t to its own merits. After some 
time, the bishops retired from a contest in which they 
found themselves abandoned by the majority of the 
council ; and the prisoners, at the end of eighteen 
months,\ivere discharged, on a promise of good heba- 

Their refusal, however, to take the oath es officio, gave 

'^^rise to a motion, in the next session of parliament, for a 

2j^ reform in the practice of the ecclesiastical courts. But 

the attempt was crushed ill its infancy by the despotism 

of the queen, who, sending tliat afternoon fbi- the speaker, 

•Ktowc.TCO. Collier, a 697. 630. Camden, 630. 634. Slrype, iv. 69. 
On eiwdilnult™, tliey bII .leolan-d lliat tliey were moitd by tiie spi.it m 
act na lliay hail demo. Tlia two fitniilittfl rcfuBvd to tiDCDver llleir linuilfl, 
, beottuselbevwcKof lilahiTtligniLy tJian tliecomiDiBnou«rs. Hacket h-qk 
indicl«i! P. that lie eai.l tbaL tlie queen irnd fiirt'elleit dix cnjwni 
SO. (hut lie bad Ihiual a l)odkla tnlo Ibm ptrc of bcc ^UiH ivl 
Bcnted her bmit. Ho pleaded guilty on tlis first, and eloud m 
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bade him remind the house that she had the power to 
call 01 di^olve the purliameDt ; to assent to, ot lo dis- 
sent from, ils pii'Ci;eclin^!;s; that she liad al-eady for- 
bidden them lo interfere in subjects above their capa- 
cities, matters of state, or causes ecclesiastical; thutshe 
woodered at their presumption and disobedience ; and 
therefore commanded them never hereafter to enterC^iin 
any motion, and him on his a)le|;iance never to read to 
the house any bill, which might have a reference tosucU 
questions. Neither did she content hei'self with this 
reprimand. Morrioe, the mover of the question, was 
arrested by a Serjeant at arms in his place, was depidved 
of his office in the court of wards, was disabled from 
practising as a barrister, and was imprisoned for several 
years in the castle of Tutbocy *. 

By an act in tlils parliament, the protestant, like the 
poorer catholic renusant, was made liable to the penalty 
of banisbmont, or felony without benelit of clergy, unless 
he conformed within three months atier conviction. 
But the puritans were by this time divided inio two 
parties. The majority, the disciples of Cartwrighl and 
his associates, did not object to some parts of the esta- 
blished service, or to the administration of the sacra- 
ment as it was performed in many churches. These, 
therefore, by occasional and paitial attendance, eluded 
the severity of the law. But there were others, named 
Brownists, or separatists, who deemed every species of 
communion with an unchristian church a pollution of 
their consciences'; and, under this conviction, braved 1593. 
with obstinacy the threats and power of the queen, ToM:ir. 
intimidate them, five of their number were arraigned on 23. 
the charge of writing and publishing seditious libels. 
Tlio plea that the obnoxious passages were diiected 
against the bishops, and not against the queen, was 
overruled ; and, though the publishers were spared, 
Barrow and Gteenwood, the writers, suffered the punish- 
ment of death. Penry, a minister, was the next victim. '*P"'' 
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Amon^ hia papers had been discover d 11 t f 

unconneejed sentences, saM to reflect n tl h t 

of the queen; because in them he e p la 

picion (hat she supported the cause of b g j 1 t 

through attaeliment to religion, but i ha e to h 

own interest. He protested that thoy were nothing 

more than the heads of a petition which he purposed to 

compose ; and maintained that, as they had never boen 

cammunicated to any other person, they could not have 

.. been a writing in the meaning of the statute. Still the 

y jury fouud him guilty; and, to prevent any riot at the 

'■ time of execulion, he was suddenly called out after 

' dinner, and hung at St. Thomas Waterings ', 

These executions might awnlten the apprehensions, 
tliey did not subdue the obstinacy, of the separatists. 
Many were imprisoned: some were conricted of re- 
cusancy; a few wei-e banished. But the queen had 
now grown old : the king of Scots, her presumptive heir, 
professed puritanical principles ; and the leaders of the 
orthodox party saw the danger of persisting in a course 
whicli might draw upon themselves tiie vengeance of 
the next sovereign. The persecution subsided by 
degrees; and tiie separatists enjoyed a state of com- 
parative tranquillity, long before the death of Elizabelli, 
From these religious contests, which place in so strong 
a light the stern intolerant spirit of the age, we may 
now turn to the foieign wars and domestic intrigues 
which occupied tie attention of thequeen till the end of 
her reign. As soon as the iatoxieation of joy, excited 
by the defeat of the armada, had subsided, she began to 
caleula{« the expense of the victory, and stood aghast at 
ttieenoi-niousamuunt. A forced toanoffei'cd the readiest 
way of proctuing an immediate supply. The merchants 
of the city were rated according to their supposed 
ability to pay; privy seals were despatched to the lords 

* Stairf. 76S. Strjpe'* WhitKlf > 410— 41S. Ann. IJS. Siivii.'! iiur':ii-i, 
w. 17B, Hen-KSiiilil-os-il 1.1 Ib Ilia nutl.or of M.rlb M.i'riii.'lM,:, .1.4 
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lieutenant of the different counties; and every recusant 
of fortune, every individual suspected for religion, 
almost every gentleman who possessed not some power- 
ful Iriend at court, was compelled to advance the sum at 
which he had been taxed *. In a short time the conto- 
cation and parliament assembled. From tlie former the JJ^' 
queen received a grant of two subsidies of six shillings g'' 
in Ihe pound ; from the latier, of two subsidies of four ' 
shillings, and four tenths and fifteenths. With tbia 
liberal vote the commons coupled a petition to the throne. 
As she terror of the Spanish arms was now dispelled, 
meu tbouglit of nothing but revenge and conquest ; and 
the house prayed the queen to punish the insult which 
she had received from Philip, by carrying the scourge 
of war into his dominions t. Elizabeih praised the 
spirit of her affectionate people : but her exchequer was 
exhausted ; she had no luoney to advance ; she might 
supply ships of war and a few bands of veteran soldiers, 
but her subjects must furnish the rest fi-om their own 
resources, An association was quickly formed, at the 
head of which appeared the names of Norris and Drake, 
men who were justly esteemed the first in the military 
and naval service ; and under their auspices an arma- 
ment of nearly two hundred sail, carrying twenty-one 
thousand men, was colieeled in tlie harbour of Hymouth. 
The reader will recollect that Lstitia, the dowager 
countess of Essex, had married the eai'l of Leicester, 
who introduced her son, the earl of Essex, to the queen. 
His youth, and address, and spirit soon captivated Eliza- 
beth. She made him her master of the horse ; on the 
appearance of the armada she appointed him (he was 

■ Muidin.633. IjinBdowiieMSS.tTi.3,4. lv1L4. In LodHS, 11. 397, ia 
nlndicmuBimliiDceofilie pooer OMiimcil by llio wmmiffljonera. Vagot, 

favuniDf Jonifre,UiwliOTnn privy seiil hail boou aoiiii and jiiDoeoils Ihus, 
''tlierela Olio Iteyoold Devill. a mjiD orureat H-Biilth, II iilumt wtlTut 
■* cimr^i nQfUiur by oaupiiclun, am! n-ami M.lb, He thrill ijpverda 
" good ip IiLb cuittrtftf. It neto a cliiiTJtable detfde for your JatiltJilp ta 
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then almost twenh-one years old) to the important 
office of cap tain -general of the cavalry ; and, when she 
visited the camp, ostentatiously displayed her fondness 
for him in the eyes of the whole army, and honoured 
liim fur his bloodless services with the order of the 
gaiier. On the death of Leicester he succeeded to the 
post of prime favourite : the queen required his constant 
attendance at court; and her indulgence of bis caprice 
cherished and strengthened his passions. But the com- 
pany of " the old woman" had few attractions for the 
■volatile young nobleman ; and the desire of glory, 
perhaps the hope of plunder (for he was already twenty- 
two thousand pounds in debt) taught him Co turn his 
eyes towaids the armament at Plymouth*. Without 
communicating his intention to the queen, he suddenly 
disappeared from court, rode with expedition to Ply- 
mouth, embarked on board the Swiftsure, a ship of 
^P"' the royal navy, and instantly put out to sea, wilh the 
intention of following the Heet, which had sailed several 
days before. He was scarcely departed, when the earl 
of Huntingdon arrived, wilh orders toarrest the fugitive, 
and bring him hack a prisoner to the feet of his sove- 
reign. Finding that he was too late, he sent a eopy of 
the royal instructions to the commauders of the expe- 

In their company Wi\s don Antonio, prior of Crato, 
who had unsuccessfully contended with Philip fur the 
crown of Portugal. Tlie queen had given orders that 
they should first attempt to raise a revolution in his 
favour; and, if that failed, should scour the coast of 
the peninsula, and inflict on the subjects of Philip every 
injury in thoir power J. But Drake had too long been 
accustomert toabsolulecoaimandinhls fi-eebooting expe- 
ditions. He refused lo he shackled by instructions, 
Aprilaud saded directly to the harbour of Corunna. Sevend 
2J> sail of merchantmen and ships of war fell into his hands : 
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the fishermen's town or suliurb was taken ; anil tlie 
magazines, stored nitli oil and wine, beeame the reward 
of the conquerors. Btit it was in vain that a breach 
^vas made in the wall of the place itself; every assault 
was repulsed, and three hundred men perished by the 
unexpected fall of a tower, By this time the conda 
d'Andrada had entrenched himtjelf at the Piiente de' 
Bttnjos. Norvis mairhed ogainst him with an inferior 
force ; the first attempt to cross the bridge failed ; the 
next succeeded ; and the invaders had tbe honour of 
pur^ning their opponents more than a mile. But Lt was 
a barren honour, purchased with the loss of many valu- 
able lives *, 

From Coninna the r.ommanders 'wiote to the queen 
an exaggerated account of tlieir success, hut infurmed 
her that they bad received no tidings of the earl of 
Essex. That nobleman waited for them at sea, and jj 
accompanied them to Peniche, on the coast of Portugal, is' 
Oil their unival it was resoved to land : Essex leaped 
the first into the surf; and the castle was instantly 
taken. Thence the fleet sailed to the mouth of the 
Tagus; the army matched through Tones Vedras and 
St. Sebastian to Liiibon. But the cardinal Albert, the 
povernor of the kingdom', had given the command to 
Fonteio, an experienced captain, who destroved all the 
provisions in the vicinity, and, having distributed his 
small band of Spaniards in positions the best adapted to 
suppress any rising in the city, patiently wailed ihe 
arrival of the enemy. The English advanced without 
opposition : Essex with his company knocked at the 
gale for admittance; but tlie moment they retired the 
Spaniards sallied out in small parties, and suiprised the 
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weak and the stragglei's. At length sickness and want 
compelled Norris to abandon the enterprise; not a 
swoid liad been diawn in favour of Antonio ; and, in spite 
of Ibe prayers and the representations of that piiiice, ihe 
army morcbed to Cascaes, a town alteadj captured and 
May plundered by Drake. Fiom Cascaes the espedilion 
27. saiied on its return to Kngland; and ihe next dny was 
separated by a stoiin into several small squadrons. One 
of these took ami pillaged the town of Vigo ; the others, 
having suffered much from the weather, and still more 
fi'om tlie vigorous pursuit of Padilla witb a fleet of seven- 
teen gallies, successively reached Plymouth, Of the 
twenty-one thousand men, who sailed on thia disastrous 
expedition, not one-half, and out of eleven hundred 
jentlemen, not more than one-third, lived to revisit their 
native country*. The queen rejoiced that she had 
retaliated the boast of invasion upon Philip, but lamented 
the loss of lives and treasure with which it had been 
purchased. The blame was laid by her on the diso- 
bedience and rapacity of the two commanders ; by them 
partly on each other, partly on the heat of the climate, 
and the intemperance of the men. But these complaints 
were carefully suppressed: in the public accounts the 
loss was concealed; every advantase was magnified; 
and the people celebrated with joy the triumph of Eng- 
land over the pride and power of Spain 1'. 

Esses, ou his return, found the court divided between 
the faofionH of two competitors for the royal lavour, sir 
Walter Raleigh and sir Charles Blount. With Raleigh 
the reader is already acquainted, as formerly the rival of 

• Comden niiiIi«al1i>^iinnifa«arnenEinpIoiediii tlie mpEiUtioii IS^SDO, 
...J il.uiirf I ha «,<•■< nir if Hi KlurD tfOOl) (Oamdrii. EAl.£05')i KbIeli.Jf 
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Hatton. When Hatton -was raised to the cliancellor- 
sliip, Ealeigh retained the office of captain of the guardj 
and was Ciiveful to improTe the opportunity which that 
situation aflovded him of advaiidng his own inten^sta. 
Ho obtained from the queen an e^itension of his valu- 
able monopoly, the prisages of wines, a grant of ths 
lands -forfeited by Babington, in Derbyshire, and iwother 
grant, to the amount of twelve thousand acres, near 
Cork, being parcel of the lands forfeited by the Des- 
monds in Ireland*. Raleigh's rival vras air Charlep 
Blount, the second son of lord Mountjoy, and a student in 
the Inner Temple, One day the queen singled him out 
from the spectators, as she dined in public, inquired 
his name, gave him her hand to kiss, and bade him 
remain at court. This was sufficient to point him out 
to Haleigh as a rival ; but the earl of Essex, on his 
return, assumed a proud superiority over them both ; 
and Baleigh, when he ventured to come into collision 
with that young nobleman, received IVom the queen 
ML order to leave England, and go and plant his 
twelve thousand acres in Ireland. Blount was more 
fortunate at a tilling match. Elizabeth, to provo 
her approbation, sent hiui a chess-queea of gold, 
which he bound to his arm with a crimson ribbon. 
The jealousy of Essex induced hitn to remark, that 
" now every fool must have his favour;" and the pride 
of Blount demanded satisfaction for the insult. They 
fought : Essex was wounded in the thigh ; and the 
queen gratified her vanity with the conceit, " that her 
" beauty had been the object of tlielr quarrel." By her 
cdmmand they were reconciled ; and in processor time 
became of rivals sincere and assured friends ■(■. 

But the attention of Elizabeth was soon absorbed byijss. 
the extraordinary and important events which rapidly May 
succeeded each other in France. In the last y&iir the 2. 
king had silently introduced a body of troops into Paris, 

•Fiicli.i.se. Nunnlun. intheFlienix.SDS. 
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sulated u^mall budies from eath oiler, s e de 1; 
and the duke of Guise hecame master of the capital *. 
An assembly of the states was next convoked at Bloia, 
where the king resolved to despatch by treachery a sab- 
Dec ject whom he was not allowed to punish hy justice. By 
3. his orders the duke was assassinated in the passage to 
the royal chamber ; and the next day the cardinal of 
Guise suifeved ihe same late ; wtiile the cardinal of 
Bourbon, with tlie chiefs of the party, was committed to 
prison +, Tills intelligence threw the inhabitants of the 
capital into the most violent ferment : the two brothers 
were extolled as martyrs ; and the streets, the churches, 
and the public halls, resounded with cries of vengeance. 
The duke of Mayenne, the third brother, hastened from 
Lyons to Paris, and took upon himself, with the title of 
governor, tlie eseroisQ of the sovereign authority. Had 
the king acted with vigour, he might perhaps have 
crushed the hydra that opposed him : by deluy be suf- 
fered his opponents to recover from their consternation ; 
and, as a last resource, was compelled to throw himself 
into the arms of the kinp; of Navarre. 

The two monarchs with united forces advanced to- 
wards Paris. Within its walls, religious frenzy had 
reached the titmost height. Formerly the doctrine that 
the peoplepossessed the right of deposing and punishing 
their sovereigns had been confined to Knox, Goodman, 
and Languet % ; of late it had been adopted by the uni- 
versity of Paris, was acknowledged by the now parlia- 
ment, and inculcated by the preachers from the pulpit. 
They pronounced the king an apcstate, an assassin, and 
a tyrant; he was said to have forfeited his title to the 

" Coniillt GlilE;!, Da In. jontnee rtes H.irrl.'artCK. Donicl. If. <39. 
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BOTereignty ; and men were esliort&l to free the king- 
dom from the rule of ilia monsler. Jacques Clement, a 
young Dominii-aii fi'iar, of weak intellect and atroiig 
ieelinjKi UH'lorlook tlie task. On the creilit of a forged Ang. 
letter fVom Harlay, first president of the parliament, lie '• 
obtained Sin introduction (o Henry ; and. as the i.>t\g 
bent forward to hear him, plunged a knife into his 
bowels. The monarch exdaimed (bat he was raui'deied ; 
his (guards burst into the room; and Clement was im- 
inodiately slain*. This hasty vengeance unfortunately 
prevented the examination of the culprit ; and it could 
never be ascertained whether the project originated witK 
himaelf, or had been suggested to him by others. 

Henry died the nest day ; and the king of Navarre, 
the descendant of St. Louis, by his youngest son. Ro- 
bert, count of Clermont, look tlje, title of Henry IV., 
king of France and Navarre. Many of the catholic no- 
bility bad hitherto adhered to the royal cause, in oppo- 
sition to the league ; but, before they would acknow- 
ledge ;lie new sovereign, they compelled him to sign a ^ 
paper, l)y which he engaged not to suffer the public es- 
erciseof any other than the catholic worship, except in 
tlie towns in which it was already established ; not to 
gives oir ■ ■ - • ^jfpoiatlona to any but catho- 
lies; to tandprivilegesoftheprinces, 

nobles, iful subjects ; to pimish the 

contrive f the late king; and to per- 

mit the icquaint the pontiff with the 
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reasons ot tlieir conduct. But the Idng was unable tt 
satisfy the bigots of either party. On ihe one side aeve- 
ral catholic gentle me:!, distriuting his sincerity, left iba 
royal camp with their followers; on the oihei", nine re- 
giments of protectants refused to fight under the colouia 
f reign who had engaged to support what they 

d med a idolatrous worship *. Weakened by deser- 
t H ry raised the siege of Paris, divided his array, 
d ed with a, small force into Normandy. The 

Sep I k f Mayenno pursued : but the king entrenched 
2 1 m If t Arques, near D.eppe, and repulsed the army, 
f tl exoy, though four times as numerous as his 

own. Within a few days he received from Ehzabeth 
the sum of 20,0001. in gold to pay his foreign troops, tind 
an aid of 4O0O Englishmen, under the command of lord 
Willougbby. He was now able to act ottenaively. By 
a furced march he re'traced his steps, surprised the sub- 
urbs of Paris, on the left of the river, returned by Tours 
into Normandy, and reduced several towns of import- 
ance. During the campaign the English supported by 
their bravery tlie honour of their country: but they 
suffered severely in several actions; and the survivors 
were dismissed with thanks in the beginning of the 
following year+. 

The duchy of Bretagne, originally a female fee, had 
been annexed to the French crown by a marriage with 
a female. Htnce it was now claimed by the king of 
Spain for his daughter, the infanta, as representative of 
her mother Elizabeth of France ; and at the same time 
by the duke of Mercceur, in right of his wife, a descend- 
ant of the ancient princes of the country. Instead of 
opposing each other, they agreed to postpone Ihe settla- 
ment of their respective claims till they had effected the 
conquest of the duchy. Meicceur obtained possession 
159l).of several of the principal towns; and the Spaniards, 
Ott, having landed 5000 men, took the harbours of Blavet 

• Cimden, 662. -f Ibid 610, 6] 1. 
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and HeoneLon. Hitherlo the solicitations of Huiirj' for 
a3si3tani?e, his Uattery of the queen, Ills letters of <m)tii- 
pliment and attafhmeot, had been of little avail. Eli- 
zalieth wag liberal of her promises, l>ut administeied 
relief with b, alow and sparing hand ". He had, indeed, 
some powerful advocates at the English court, the earl 
of Essex, the secret arj^ Walsinghain, and the lord ad' 
miral Howard : but Essex was not of the cabinet ; Wnl- 139 U 
singbam died in the spring of the year; and the inilu--^P'' 
eiice of Howard was neutralized by the cautious and ' 
calculating policy of Burghley, of whose authority the 
French ambassadors write that, if the qupen were to 
ordut- one thing, and the lord treasurer another, the 
latter would be obeyed ■(■. It was not that Elizabeth or 
her minister was indifferent to the result of the civil 
war in France : but Ae looked upon ils eonfitiuance as a 
benefit, because it exhausted the resources of a power 
iiatujally hostile to England, axiiPshe was always ready 
to listen to counsels which favoured her habits of parsi- 
mony. Now, however, that a Spanish force was actu- 
ally lodged on the coast of Bretagne, holh became 
alarmed. A loan of money was reluctantly advanced; 
leave to export ammunition was granted ; and a sub- 
sidiary army of 3000 men was levied J, Essex soliciiHd 
the command : he urged his I'equesl for hours at a time 
,on his knees, at (be feet of the queen. But Elizabeth 

■ " Bile Mt nliis OHinrie de meilie mnln s In boiine, qii'clle n'eut pale 
de l« metm k 1-wpeo. «: elle eu!t «al6 liomiDe." HgnCSX. [t ii 
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1691. had tlie I'esolution to refuse; and liy the advice of 

Jan. Burghlt^ conferred tliat important trust on sir John 
'• Norris, an old and experienced ofllcer*. With his aid 
the royalists in liretagne kept the Sitentards in clievk: 
but Heuvy demanded additional assistance: and the 
prospect of the reduction of Rouen ubtaiaed for liim 
the toi'dy ponaent of EUzabeih. Essex again came for- 
ward; the King seconded his suit; and the favourite 
triumphed at last over the opposition of the minister ; 
and was not displeased, on assuming the command, that 
Shirley and Wilkes, whom the queen hod selected for 

A'lS-his military advisers, dechneil the unwelcome taskt. He 
*' landed at Dieppe with 30U lances, 3000 infantry, and 
300 gentlemen volunteers. But Henry was detained in 
the distant province of Champagne; and the English 
force remained tor two months inactive in the camp at 
Arques ; where Essex conferred the Jionour of knight- 
■ hood on many of his ftllowers, to console the disappoint- 
ment of those who had expected to win their spurs in 
the field. At last the king entered Normandy : a rein- 
forcement was asked for and obtained from England: 
and a blockade was ealablished round Rouen during the 

1592. winter, in which the English suffei-ed severely from the 
inclemency of the weaiher, and fcom skirmishes with 
Apr. 'he enemy. On the return of spring the siege was 
10. raised at the approach of the duke of Parma ; and Es- 
sex, by order from the queen, left the small remnant of 
his force under the command of sir Roger Williama. 
The result of each succeeding campaign was siiMilar. 
Year after year a subsidiary force sailed from England, 
too inconsiderable to do more than create a diversion for 
the moment : in a few months it dwindled away through 
disease and the casualties of war : and the loss was sub- 



* Egert 384. 6. Ess™, lo Bhcra Lis displensiiH 
IRym.jni.SS. Enert. *15. " In my iiid«m»nl 
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Bequ^ntlf repaired by the transmission of other petty 
retntbccemeDts. The ti'utli is, th^it Henry and Eliza- 
beth were playing a similar game, each seeliing to de- 
rive benefit ftoin the embaiTasaments of the other. If 
tlie quean reluctantly acceded fo ihe repeateil requests 
of the king, it was chielly with the view of dislodging 
tbe Spaniards from Bcetagne : and, if Henry never 
scrupled to break his engagements lo her, it was be- 
cause he knew that the presence of a Spanish force so 
near her own shore would act as a stimuluson her parsi- 
mony, and, notwithstanding her disappointment and 
vexation, compel her to aid him with men and money 



table condition of the royal mind during this succes- 
sion of disappointments. The queen's resolves were 
perpetually changini;; nothing that was done could 
please her; she reprimanded and threatened her mi- 
nisters at home, and her agents abroad ; her favourite 
Essex, and Unton her ambassodort. But the conduct 
of the king of France, his apparent indilforenpe to her 
interests and wishes, and his vexatiousdemahJa of addi- 
tional aid in reply to every complaint, furnished tha 
severest trial to her patience. Aware lliat sbe dared not 
show her resentment, he laughed in secret at her 
When he ascended the tlivone, he had given 
ord that he would study the grounds of the ancient 
To the reformed ministers this promise proved a 
e of alarm and scandal : it was ridiciiled by the 
iers ; and was considered by the English queen as 
re evasion. But experience convinced Henry that 



iiT, svl. ftoiiilhebB6Uinini!lup.200: nlBoMurdlii,6M-M3. 



Hosted bvGoogle 



he tnnatreileem hispledi^e, if he meant foreign inlran- 
q\iillitv'. He as d b ee 

the calholi pre d d d d 

1593, anil d n 
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IS antt the k n d n g liis 

conduct, a 00 fi ra ss n ra 

tude and e A firs h k h q ee d y 

charged liim witli perfidy and duplioily : but this bui'at 
of passion was sutoeeded by an nnusual depression of 
spirits, fi-om which she sought relief in the study of theo- 
logy. She held frequent conferences with the arch- 
bishop ; she spent much of her time in reading the 
Scriptures ; and she consulted tlie writings of the ancient 
fB.thers. But, though she might thus confirm lier own 
faitli, shedared notblame the apostacy of Henry. Policy 
demanded that, since tiey were no longer bound to esch 
other by the profession of the same religion, she should 
secure his friendship by some ether tie. A uegociation 
' ensued ; and a treaty was concluded at Melun, by which 
botli princes obliged themselves to maintain an offensive 
and defensive war against Philip, as long as Philip 
should remain at war with either party *. 
■ The public mind was now agitated by rumours of 
plots against the life of the queen. The death of Mary 
Stuart had not, as bbe anticipated, secured her from 
danger; it made her appear to foreign nations as an 
usurper who, fo secure herself on the throne, had shed 
the blood of the true heir; then' prejudice against her 
was augmented by the continued execution of the 
catholic missionaries, the narratives of iheir sufienngs, 

• CuoubD, 661— 6I». I!llia1ielli's1ottnlsiDHNrDe'snot«>s.p,»37. It 
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and the prints re present in g the mniiner of their punisli- 
ment;* and there' were not wimting men of healed 
imaj;! nation a, who persuaded themselves that thoy 
should render a service to manliind liy tile removal of a 
woman, who appealed to them in the light of a san- 
guinary and unprirLcipled tyrant t- That such projects 
■were sometimes entertained, we can hardly doubt, after 
the several convictions which took place ; and yet it is 
extremely difficult to fix on any one particular instance, 
in which the guilt of the accused appears to have been 
fairly proved. The truth is, that hoth Elizabeth and 
PhLli|) employed multitudes of spies, men of ruined for- 
tunes and unprincipled minds. These, in generni, 
wnether it was lor greater security or additional emolu- 
ment, contrived to enter into the service of both princes; 
and, if they were afterwards ohai'ged with duplicity by 
either, sheltered themselves under the plea, that such 
conduct enabled them to discover and betray the secret 
councils of the adverse party. To satisfy their employers, 
they were often compelled !o transmit false and alarm- 
ing intelligence ; sometimes they actually formed con- 
spiracies, that they might have the merit of delecting 
them ; and not unfrequently, meeting with ossoci:ites as 
abandoned as themselves, they perished in the very 
snares which they had laid for others. Kence it hap- 
pened that both the English and Spanish courts were 
prepared to believe the existence of plots against the 
lives of their respective sovereigns, and that both Philip 
and Elizabeth, under the inttucnce of such belief, 
charged each olher nitli the guilt of intended assassi- 
nation ». 



sansliifOrmi ugtliat he hlmHlf Im j dismindidsi 

loiiyirfdif tlieproji'cl.cliii'llj' on Ihe giomul llu 
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336 ELIZA>iETH. tcOAP. VI. 

Ill the art of detecting (he objects, and directing the 
practices, of such spies and conspiratora, Walsinj^liam 
was uiuivalled. Afler his death that oHice ^vas asEumed 
by lord Biirghley, who, aware that in personal atlrac^ 
tions lie must yield to most of liia competitors in Ihe 
cabinet, sought to maintain his place in the royal 
estimation by his superior attention to the safety of hia 
sovereign. Essex, indeed, spent considerable sums in the 
entertainment of spies upon the continent ; yel it con- 
stantly happened tliat his infurmation was anticipated 
by the industry of Burghley*, till he obtained the aid of 
Antonio Perez, once the favourite secretary of Philip, now 
a refugee in England fiom the justice or vengeance of 
his master. Elizabeth, luokin:; on the Spaniard as a 
traitor, refused him an audience; andBurghley, imitating 
hia sovereign, never spoke with him moiii than once : 
but Essex, leas scrupulous, admitted his visits, and re- 
ceived from him a hint that Roderigo Lopez, a Jew and 
a physician, who had been made prisoner in 1 558, and 
had ever since, on account of his skill, been relained in 
the royal service, was a secret pensioner of the Spanish 
monarch. Elizabeth. would not believe the charge ; slie 
allowed, however, her favourite to investigate the matter, 
joining in commisaicn wilh him lord Burghley. and hia 
son, sir Robert Cecil. AU three proceeded to the house 
1594. of Lopez. They inteiTog-ated the Jew, seized and 
Jan. examined his papers, and made every possible inquiry. 
28" The result was a conviction in the minda of the Cecils 
that he was innocent, Elizabeth sharply reprimanded 
her favourite, who, returning to his house, refused to 
leave bis chambei:, till by repeated messages and 
apologies she had "atoned" for the affront. Stimulated 
by vexation and ihe hope of mortifying the Cecils, ho 
cesumed the inquiry; and witli much labour made out 

ElliabFlfaaUcibuledtaeacliolhiic pcigects of Hliich lbi:y ncio equally 
. "^Tell8.'Walton,p.l87,3 '311.1685. 
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A.n. i()J4,J CHARGE OMHEASON AGAINST LOPKZ. 337 

a prubaole charge of liigh treason against Lapoz, and 
two PoEluguese followers of don Antonio, called Ferreira 
and Luuis. Ferreira coafeasod, that by direction of the 
Jew he had written a letter to Fuentes and Ibarra, the 
Spanish ministers in the Low Countries, offering to 
jioison the queen for a reward of 50,000 crowns ; and 
Louis, that he had been commissioned by the sanie 
ministere to come to England, and urge Lopez to the 
execution, of his pi-omlse. How fur these confessions, 
made in the Tower, and probably on the rack, are de- 
sen'ing of credit, may bo doubted. Letters were cer- 
tainly intercepted, which proved the existence of a plot, 
't» set fire to the fleet ; and the Jew himself acknow- 
ledged that he had occasionally received presents from 
the Spanish court, and had in return made general offers 
of service ; but he denied that he had ever done, or 
meant to do, anything prejnilicial to the person of the 
queen : and it may be observed, as some confirmation of 
his statement, that on one ocension he had shown her a 
valuable ring which he had received, and put to her the 
question, whether it were not allowed liim " to deceive 
" the deceiver." All three on their trials were found Fed. 
guilty; but judgment was respited during three months, 28. 
in the hope that ihey would make ftirther diiMveiies *, 
After the execution L pe d L I queen June 

wrote to the arehduk E 1 c rnur of 7- 

Flanders, requestint, p l f a g 1 min, who 
would inform him of 1 i p ce f Fuentes 

and Ibarra, and wo Id 1 nd h d of her 

• On IhotrEuson of 1.01*1 se "7 II 1«— ISi. 

1S6-I60. Mupliu,6ffi>. I) Wi . n«coo 

liul h»a obtalBsd, Iinntelit by Lwili mm Fn«u« aod IbsntL. It um 
cliOleiilt ta diyDovcr limit erA meatiing- By th«fl mtaiiLei* 11 vai pru- 

drail, linil cnttiMl dd nitfa ppmHortiiii sKnUirici to tlie Spmiih ouuneili 
Iiiit IdulBi>n9inilii«Klu>T>>&t Ihrm to lliu mmmliatioa ot Ilia queen. 
Blich, >. IJB. Miir<liii.6S.l. 1 ™aiiotf>(il«Mi llwvllhapi^nsllMl Imdl 
Cnmifcn, 677, "i"l A'o^e.-.eS. rdnu. tlit a«i.liii.i ot Honolia! Ltonskn* 
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i subjects, Owen, Tlirockmorion, Holt tba 
jesiiit, and Worfiiiugton and Giffoi'd, proroasms of 
tneology. Tho archduke complied, but with so little 
cercmoay, that the priile ot* Elizabeth was ofieiiiled, and 
the passpoi't was, ed * 

The king oft « n pi tl tin 

the late treaty, 1 d d 1 d w g t S{ H 

liod Boon reasott t d bt 1 ply d p t f th 
precipitancy, of th m as V 1 co tabl f 

Castile, enlered O p and Ihre t d 1 h 

ComtiS. Fuent pi. at d I P dy d p d tba 
Freach aicny, cairied Douilens by storm, and obtained 
possession o? the important city ol* Cambray. It was in 
vaiu that Henry called on Elizabeth for aid. She anti- 
cipated a second attempt at hivasion on the part of 
Philip, recalled her troops from the defence of Btetagne, 
openly condemned herself of folly, in having ex- 
pended so much money, and lost so many valuable livea 
ia France; and, if at last she appeared to relent, she 
still demanded the previous possession of Calais, aa a 
security or indemnity for the charges of the war. Henry 
rejected the proposal with scorn: but at the same time 
admonished her that he was unable to continue tlie war 
without aid ; that his people clamorously demanded a 
peace ; and that, if she abandoned him in b' 
he should be compelled to throw himself ii 
of Spain f. 



Rtya tJntoq, " tparlu^ly iu bei ptalBC, atjd told Mm tbnt, if wlthciit of- 
" fence I mlaht speak il. 1 had a plctaru of a for Hum euenent miaTKia, 

ftdder will wutleet Ibot Jvllziibelh wab onW In her fllxiy-tliLtd vgat^ 

"inintiDn i suylntt Uuil J liiul Ti-a»D; Jeme tsndai pntealin^ Ut,it I14 
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The reports of the preporalions in the harbonrs of the I59fi. 
peninsula had excited a geTiei'al alarm throuj^hout En™;- 
land. It was evident that the fyilure of the first expedi- 
tion had partly been owing to accident and Ihe weather • 
a more favourable season might enable a second armada 
to land an array on the co^t ; atid a cantest betivnetl 
new levies, however brave, and a veteran force, inured (a 
victory, could not be contemplated without apprehension 
for the result. Every precaution was taken: fortifica- 
tions were erected; ships were commissioned; troops 
were levied in the different counties; and all recusants 
and suspected persons were compelled to deliver up 
their arras, and to remove fiom free, as it was called, into 
close custody*. In tlie mean time the archduke Albert, 
cardinal of Au-ih'ia, who had succeeded to the govern- 
ment of the Spanish Netherlands, under the prelence 
of raising the siege of La Fere, by a sudden and unex- 
pected march, sat down with fifteen thousand men be- Mar. 
fore Calais. The adjoining furts were soon won ; the '^^^ 
townitself, after an arraistice of eight days, surrendered; Apnt 
and the garrison retiring into the citadel, maintained a 9. 
brave but hopeless resistance. This unlooked-for event 
perplexed Elizabeth. She ordered the loM mayor to 
impress one thousand men as on immediate reinforce- 
ment : the next morning she revoked the order ; the day 
after she renewed it. But the French envoys observed 
lliat the urgency of the case admitted of no delay : a 
strong detachment might be sent from Ihe army already 
embMied ; or the English ileet might make its appear- 
ance at the mouth of the harbour. She interrupted, 

'■ my\ltit l.rgnmBnU sTd™ ™e^."° MurtlM.718. 71L(. Elilal'ielil vr^t 

tliBUi* Lu^ n "'^oil OD hh^spir ui ]iin »1ili ft. KKnUu, 416, 

" credible ft-Kn lu tlie ioyiiil> ut mom meu." Syrlnej Pipers, i 355, 356, 
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tliem to ask, whether, if she preserved the place, Henry 
would put it, or Boulogne, into her hands. They replied, 
that tliey lia i no insti'uctions on that Viead. In fact, sir 
Robert Sydney had been aUea^ty sent to make the piD- 
posal. But the king turain<! his back on the messenger, 
indignantly replied, that he would vathef submit to a 
box on tlie ear from a man. lli»n to a fillip from a 
r, woman*. In a few days the citadel waa taken by 
* storm ; the French chained the queen with duplicity, in 
raising expeolalions wbioh she had refused to fullll ; 
and Elizabeth herself beheld with regret the establish- 
ment of the Spaniards in a port, which offered additional 
facilities to the invasion of England t. 

In these circumstances Henry applied again to the 
qiieea for assistance, and by his ambassadois proposed 
an alliance offensive and defensive of all the powers, 
whose interests were endangered by the ambition of 
Philip. The lord-treasurer lequired, as an indispensable 
condition, that the king should be bound never to make 
iwaee with the common enemy without the concurrence 
of hia allies; and to this the French negociators as- 
sented, but contrived to introduce into another part of 
the treaty a provision, under the cover of which they 
, trusted that Henry might, if he pleased, escape from the 
obligation J. Nor was that ihe only deceplinn practised 
on the occasion. The amount of the auxiliary force to 
be supplieii to the party originally atwar had been fixed 
at 4UCII) men; and under this form the provision was 

t UiiiDdsii,719. eiamcW^.' llirch, i. 4BJ. 463. Daniel, xll, 244, ^ind 
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lirated to tho States, wlio immetliafely acceded 
to it : but at tlia same time, bv a e et a c e 1 o 
ber was cut down in favour of 1 En^ si uee f o n 
four to two thousand, and these e e to be emplujed 
not in the field, but in garrison luty at Boulo^ e ud 
Montreuil. This was the utmost tluit the arabassado a 
could obtain fl'ora the queen, whose at en on was now 
directed to objects tnoro close j co nee ed tl her own 
safety. 

1°. Elizabeth had recently become a q an el n th 
the failure of the expedition to the We 1 1 d a n e 
taken by Hawkins and Dral e The Spanisl sett e 
ments in the new world were no Ion er n hit lefence 
less condition, in which they had fo me ly been foun 1 
Wlierever the English lande I hey were b d ely op 
posed: if they iiiHictwl injurj tley ecei ed equal n 
jury in return ; the two comman le s d e 1 u de tl e 
anxiety of their minds, and he sou of the sen ce 
and the survivors returned w tl out glory and wl at pe 
haps, was equally distressing to the queen, inthout 
plunder to rep;iy Uie expenses of the expedition *. 

2°. The hostile prepai'ations in the Spanish harbours 
excited considerable alarm ; and for several weeks the 
defence of the realm had been the subject of daily de- 
liberation in the council. Howard of Effingham, the 
lord admiral, urged the same measure which he had 
proposed on the former occasion, to anticipate the 
design of the enemy by sending out an expedition to 
destroy his ports, shipping and magazines. He was 
powerfully seconded by Essex, who despised the cauti- 
ous policy of Burghley, and by his influence, after a long 
struggle, obtained the consent of the queen. She gave jjar, 
him tho command of ihe land, while the lord admiral is. 
held that of the naval force ; but, to restrain his im- 
petuosity, he was ordered to ask the advice of a council 
of war, and to be guided by the opinion of the majority. 

• Camlen, 699-701. 
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Tlie members were, besides the two commanders in chief, 
the lord Thomas Howard, and sir Waltev Raleigh for 
the naval, sir Francis Vere, sir George Carew, and sir 
Coniers Cliifuid for the land service*. 

After much irresolution, and considerable delay, oc- 
casioned partly by the disguised opposition of the Cecils, 
and partly by the inconstant humour of the queen, the 
June expedition left the harbour of Plymouth. By Ihe junc- 
!• tion of twenty-two ships from Holland, it amounted to 
one hundred and fifty sail, and carried fourteen thousand 
men, of whom one thousand or fifteen hundred were 
gentlemen volunteers f. At the end of three weeks 
SO. the licet cast anchor at the mouth of the haven of Cadiz, 
in which were discovered fifteen men of war, and about 

• Cnmden, 721. Sir Walter Ha1d;h, in 1591. had dcTuiiicTiEd Elbnlieih 
July followins. ccnnmiilnl lo Uie cuBliidy of etr G. Catm. Ktom Ihe win- 

\maU go DD tha water anA see his mieiies?, Sli' Geurne Lntrtftfrpd i it 
■traffRle enBa^: RakelEli lore olT Ma keaper^s new perini?: and luib 
diaiviheliilaEgecKbeRire tbey «ere iinrUd. See n letter ut July3G, in 
tlienew cullUunnrSliakesiieare, App. STl. Aa thlB adventure did IKit 

SMpnHiK>""'Ho«.'' Ii™k^ "wuld hBl^ olioe in niis™Xlle''a)'ia 
" was far off! He uae «ont to belwld iierridinK like &lexaDder,]mnt1lli! 
■' lilie Siaiia. walMai like vgniia, tliu genllH wind falowing liei fliti bair 

"Orplieus. 'lint once atnliAadlwreaiedblmarulL" He tlien I'lilaimi, 
"AU ttaoie tlmeipnel.tlwlaVEB.the.ilifhi.lheecaraive.the deiires. an 

"iiictdsa under inch henptotticeeCDeiBrCLettertoCnilii^Mindli;. (157). 
But lllli diitlscy did not atone (or hla nreuioiiition « iDdd.'iity. lie oil 
eoDHned In the Tower two monlbi, and at bK dl>e1<arj;i. in SL'ptpinlM'r Idr- 
liiddeo la eome OBai Hie eourt ; Dor Eonlil be, till alter lii. rrturD fmin llie 

ensid OandeD, 697. Uiroli, ii. 3*3. 

t 11ie quean eompoeed two prayeri. one br lier own use, the ntliet to 
be dally naed in llie flart dailiiH Llia eipedlllua (Ciinideu 731> 'i'lie 

0«cr..4'iio, Id K tone of Iho moat falsoniB llaHery, nhserrei. " No grayer 
" is su ftuiirul as llmt wbicb proceedeth fioDit1ujse,whoi]i.areNt]uii:ilLir>i 

" And eaaeuce. nb a ci-lcEtlid mind In a urijicely boiiy. I'nt ibnh.lhere- 
"fote. my loiil, with eoniGiil mid cnnBdann, luvini; your aidla Ullrd 

■1b eumpox"! a ptayec, laA printed it Ibi Uie use of Ui* pubUb Jt it bi 



H.,t.ab:,Googlc 



f-M'iy merchantmen. At seven the next morning, the Eng- 
li)ih, iti (lellanc^e of the fire from the forts and batteries, 
eiilererl tho harbour; the Spaniards met their foes with 
determined courage ; and fur some hours the action was 
maintainei! on both aides with equal obstinacy. But 
about one in the afternoon the enemy attempted to run 
tlieir ships ashore, and set them on fire. Two of the 
largest, the St. Matthew and St. Andrew, with an argosy, 
were talien; tlie galleys eifected their escape by sea; 
and the merchantmen that had proceeded to Fort 
Royal during the act on hav n„ d charged their car- 
goes, were burnt by orler of the d ke of Medina 
Sidonia. 

Within all hoi f ora tl e te m nat n of the enpage- 
ment by soa, the ei I of Easei: w th h s Tonted promp- 
titude, had landed tl ree thouband me at Punial, and 
marched with Hlteea hundred in the direction of the 
city. A small biidy of horse and foot threatened oppo- 
sition : but they fell back as he advanced ; and finding 
tjie gate shut against them, made their wav over a 
ruinous part of the wall. E x f 11 \ tth 1 Is: 
the enemy kept up a destr t fl fmhh s: 
but he advanced as far as h k t pi h he 

was joined by the lord adra 1 d th p ty tl at 
had entered by a portal. R t was t n 

end; and early the next m ng pt I as J' 

signed, by which the inh b tj. t p d m of ' 

] 2ll,0UOerawns for their liv d tl t th m r- 

cbandlse, and every kind f p p tj w b d ed 

to tlie rapacity of the cunq 

The commanders met !» 1 t d 1 berate th ir 



•'s.>rt nreverv tidIi. Sans ligd |iri>onen Die 16.000 dooQli, some 
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future procBedings. Esses proposed 1o march with tlie 
army into the lieai'C of Andalusia; and, when that was 
leJBcted, offered to remain in tiia iale with three or I'our 
thousand men, and to defend it against all the power of 
the eneuj)' *. There was, in both of these plans, less ot 
real than of apparent danger. Spain had been drained 
of its disciplined forces ; the nobles were discontented 
at their exclusion from the ofRces of the government ; 
the people in several provinces bad manifested a dis- 
position to revolt ; and the Moriscoes would have cheer- 
fully joined the banners of the strangers'N But the 
majority of the council opposed every suggestion offered 
by the earl; the town, with the exeepHon of the churches, 
July was reduced to ashes ; and the troops, taking with them 
*■ the most valuable portion of the plunder, re-emharked. 
At sea the same dissension prevailed among the leaders; 
Aug. and after taany aliereatious, and two miimportant 
"*■ descents on the Spanish coast, the fleet returned to 
Plymouth about fen weeks after its departure J. 

Never before had the Spanish Inonarch received so 
severe a blow. He lost thirteen men of war, and im- 
men^ magazines of provisions and naval stores ; the 
defences of Cadiz, the strongest foitress in his do- 
minions, had been razed to the graund ; and the secret 
of his weakness at home had been revealed to the world, 
at the same time that the power of England had been 
rased in the eyes oithe European nations. Even those 
who wished well to Spain allotted the praise of mode- 
Kition and humanity to the En,l ah co nn anders, who 
had suffered no blool to be xianto ly sp It, no woman to 
he de&led, but had s t under an escort the nuns and 
females, about three thousa d n numbe to the port of 
St Mary, and had -d owed them to ci y awsiy their 

■EasHliohiaarolocy 1! Ii 13 

i PU»1>instiQniVEuicF.Auy.20lknpudBiKli,!i.ll2. Letlcei d'Oss^, 
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jneU aiil weiHDg appirel* But while foieigneis 
applauded the c iiquecoiB while their countr men 
hailed then letirn w ih shouts of triumph thev e\ 
peuereed hom the r eoveuinn a cool and ungrauous 
rei.ept!on 

liom the fiist introdiotion of Esiex at couit Bur h- 
Iby had looked on him with a jialous eye A^e and 
inSrmitf admuDished that statesman that it was time 
for him to retiie and he naturally sought to hequeath 
his place and his intlueuce in Che (.ounc 1 to his son sit 
Robert Cecil Aware that Essex might pro\e a dan 
gerous competitor he raamtamed towards him the ei 
temal forms of friendship, while he secretly endeavoured 
to undermine his influence ; and the queen, perhaps to 
show that she was not governed hy her young fiivourite, 
often listened to the suggestions of his opponent; and, 
though she generally granted his petitions for himself, 
uniformly refused the favours which he solicited for his 
dependants. In 1590 Walsiiigham died; to supply his 
place Burghley proposed his son Raht-rt ; Essex, llrst the 
unfortunate Davison, and aftei-wards sir Thomas Bodley. 
Elizahoih, under the pretence of preserving peace 
hetween the parties, refused to malce any appointment; 
hut desired Bui^hley to take the oHice provisionally on 
himselt and at his request allowed him lo employ his 
son as an assistant t. TU6 ohject of " the old fox" (so 
Essex was accustomed to call him) was manifest; yet 
for six years the earl hud siifBcient ci'edit lo retard the 
appointment of sir Robt'rt. Soon, however, after the 
departure of the lleet, Elizalieth signed a warrant in his 
favour ; and the courtiers, predictina the ascendency of 
the Cecils, sought lo instil into the royal ear suspicions 
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ami eauj- conquest; tlie only vesistance had been made 
by aea; and there the wliole merit belonged to sir Waller 
Raleigh, How ftir they might have persuaded the queen, 
is uncertain : but when she learned that the plunder, 
instead of being preserved for the treasury, had been 
divided among the adventurers, her avarice convinced 
her of the misconduct of Essex, and she was heard to 
declare that, if she had hitherto done his pleasure, she 
would now teach him to do hers *. 

On their return to Plymouth, the two commanders in 
chief received an extraordiniiry message. The expedi- 
tion, they were told, had already cost the queen fifty 
thousand ponnils ; she would be at no farther expense ; 
it was for therUt who knew what was become of tha 
plunder, to provide funds for the payment of the mari- 
"B. ners and soldiers > The earl immwliatelv hastened to 
!'■ court; but aware of the unfaviuroble reports made to 
the queen, he assumed a new chaiacter that of a samt. 
He was no longer the gay and loluptuou-i Essex Be 
became grave and sedate those who had been scan 
dalized by the publieiti of his amours were surpr sed 
at the attentions which he exclusively luMshed on hia 
countess; and his constant appeaiance at (hurch his 
devout demeanour at sermons and pniei^i edifled per- 
haps amu=ed, his formoi companions % The queen 
I'eluctantly betra} ed her satisfaction at the return of her 
favonriie; but she obstimtely rtiuse! to 1 sten to his 
justification in pnvafe He was compelled da* after 
day, to appeal befoie her in council and to answer to 
every article- He contended that he and his colleague 
iiad done whatever it was in their power to do ; that 
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11 J h d 1) ! t h m for the queen two galleons, and 
in tl 1 und (1 p ecea of brass ordnance; that, 

f i 1 d t d hei: share of the plunder, she 

m Bt 1 k f nl m fication to the commissioners 
app nted by tl 11 treasurer, who, tboiiyh often 
adm a h d h d e 1 ted to perform their daty * ; and 
th tf I m elt he had n every occasion, been thwacted 
by his colleagues in the council, and the creatures of 
the Cecils, who had even opposed his proposal to soil to 
Tereera, and intereept the treasure of the Spanish king 
on its way from the Indies. While the cause was yelSept 
pending, advice was received that this fleet, wilh twenty 4. 
millions of dollars on board, had arrived in the ]iorts of 
Spain, The queen's indignation was instantly pointed 
against his adversaries and their pati'ona: every man 
hastened to seek a reconciliation with the accused ; and 
even Burghley himself, who hail formerly suggested to 
Elizabeth, that the ransom paid by the iahnbitants 
belonged to the crown, now supported Essex in opposi- 
tion to her claim. Tliis apostacy of the treasurer threw 
the queen into a paroxysm of j-age ; she called him " a 
" miscreant and a cowarf, more afraid of Essex than of 
" herself,'' and poured on him such a torrent of abuse, 
that lie retired home in despair, and talked "of obtaining 22. 
" license to live as an anchorite, as fittest for his age, his 
" infirmities, and his declining influence at courtt." 

It would woary Ihe patience of Ihe reader to attend 
to the continual dissensions between these rival states- 
men. The queen preferred sir Robert Cecil as a man of 
business, Essex as an agreeable companion. The former 
was industrious and intelligent, a master in the art of 
flattery, and always ready to sacrifice his own opinion 
to the superior, or, as he termed it, " the divine judg- 
" inent of his sovereign %.'' But Esses was petulant 
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andobatinafe: when he coulil not prevail by argument 
or entreaty, he rejiroacbed the queon with unkindness, 
retired from the court, and confined himself to his bed, 
under pretence of indisposition ; and though Elizabeth 
repeatedly resolved to break his spirit, she aa repeatedly 
submitted to liis pleasure, under the idle fear or breaking 
hia heart. There waa, moreover, another point, in which 
he was in danger of forfsiting the royal favour. The 
worW refused him credit forthal superior sanctity which 
he affected ; and the scandal of the court had marked 
him out, perhaps unjustly, for the favoured lover of a 
married lady of his!h rank*. With the reputation of 
otlier women the queen had little concern : but to watch 
over the conduct of tlie young females em]iloyed about 
her peraoti, was a duty which she owed both to herself 
and to their parents. Among her maids of honour was a 
lady, called Bridges, to whom the palm of auperior 
beauty had been assigned by common consent. Slio 
quickly attracted the noliee of KsseK; his attentions 
flattered her vanity, perhaps won her affections : and 
the tale of her indiscretion was -soon whispered in the 
royal ear. Elizabetli sent for Bridges, with her com- 
panion Russell, conviDced the culprit of iier displeasure 
by tlio infliction of manual chastisement, and ordei'ed 

1597. both to be disuhai^ed with ignominy from her service. 

Apr. For three nights the house of kdy Stafford afforded 

'"' them an asylum : at length, having asked pardon, and 

promised amendment, they were restored to favourt. 

A stop was put to these courtly broils by tlie news 
receiviid from Spahi. For eight years Philip, though 
he might threaten, had literally done nothing against 
England. He appeared to sleep over the war, till the 
blow received at Cadiz awakened him from his apathy 



f Tli.^ caus.' of (he qumi'i iIi!ple«i«F »>s ^icen onl Id lie 
" nf pli)-Mc. aiui uue day goipi; uaiulely Ihioiigti llie privy ( 
" tlie plnslug Bt biill.>ii." BjcTney pafm, ii. 38. «a a. 
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Now he publicly vowed revenge; the fleet from the 
Indies had replenished his treasury ; iiis people olfe red 
him an abundant supply of money ; and lie ordered the 
adelantodo of Castile to prepare a second armada for Ihe 
invaaioa of England. lie even indulged a hope, that if 
success attetided the expedition, his daughter, the in- 
fania of Spain, might be placed on the En){lish throne*. 
3°. To understand this visionary, project, the readet 
must go baek to the divisions which prevailed anionic the 
catholic exiles previously to the death of Mary Stuart. 
The fate of that princess, which was certainly, though 
unintentionally, occasioned by the vindictive intrigues of 
Morgan, Paget, and their associates, eonllrmed the 
ascendant which their adversities had already acquired 
in tlie different catholic courts. They however did not 
yield without a strufigle. They loudly complained that 
the ambition of the Jesuits had monopolized the business 
of the nation ; they maintained that secular affairs did 
not belong to religious bodies ; they sent agents of their 
own to most of the catholic princes ; they sought to 
undermine the influence of Persons at the court of 
Madrid, to prevent the promotion of Allen, and after- 
wards to balance his influence by procuring a rardinal's 
hat for their own associafe Lewis, bLshop of Casaano I". 
But every plan was defeated by the superior address or 
superior inttuence of their opponents, who were dislin- 
guished by the appellation of tlie Spanish party. Allen 
was its nominal, Persons its effective head ; their prin- 
cipal associates were the Jesuits Cresswell and Holt, sir 
Francis Englefield, sir Francis Stanley, Owen and Fita- 
herbert. The great object of the party was the restora- 
tion of the catholic woraliip in Pngland under the sway 
of a catholic aovemgn. whom both gratitude and interest 
induced them to seek in the royal bouse of Spain. The 
jealousy of Elizabeth and the prohibitory statute ha.d 
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closefl the mouths of men, with respect to the succes 
sion*: but it was highly probaljle that at her death a 
number of cjmpetitora would start for the ihrone ; 
and the exiles in general entertained an opinion that 
Biirghley would support, with all his influence, the claim 
of Arabella Stuart, to whose hand his son, sir Robert, was 
ah'eady said to aspire. To defeat this supposed purpose, 
to awaken the public attention, and to prepare the way 
for the daujjhter of Philip they published the celebrated 
tract, entitled, " A conference about the next Succe* 
"sion lo the Crown of Enf,land had n lo93 by R 
" Dolemant." This work, the productnn of diBlrent 
pens, was said to ha\e been revised and edited by 
PersonsJ. In the first part, it undertakes lo pro e 
that, as the ri{;ht of succession is regulated notb) (I ( ne 
but by positive If. -, wtuch are not immutable bit must 
vary with cirtumstE.nces, the profession of a false relin;ion 
is in all cases a sufReient bar against propinquity of 

• " A liff being mtie flial no man, nndn pain of ttesaDn, ihonld Ulhe 
"orifuonoritie n«iit Bucce9«fpr to tha cEownv.BO ertwt on ii:iwTiii)e4 

"rniiBt be trynl by llv* illlef mixt udi'4'ntiir« of ffUDilB,lirr, and hdiiIp, as it 
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blood: in the second it enumeiatcs the difFereat persons, 
ivho, on Bc(»unt of tlieir descent from the royal family 
of England, may advance a.ny pretensioiia to the crowii 
after the death of the queen : bvit, though it professes 
to stai ■ all the arguments for and against their respective 
claims with the most perfect impartiality, it conlinuallf 
betrays a strong leaning towards the pretended right of 
the infjnta, as the lineal rep resunt alive of John of 
Ghent, son of Edward III*. This tract excited an ex- 
traordinary sensation both in England and on the conti- 
nent : it alarmed and irritated tlie queen and her minis- 
ters ; and it flattered the pride of PhiUp, who, at the 
persuasion of Persons, had consented to renounce his 
own pretensions, with the vain hope of seeing his daughter 
seated on the English throne. He offered the command 
of the expedition tu the adelantado of Cas'.ile. who pro- 
posed and.obtained his own terms; an emissary hastened 
to England to sound the dispcsition of the earl of Essex ; 
and the exiles, in their secret councils, fjrmed different 
plans lo promote ihe success of the projected invasion, 
and lo facilitate the accession of their imiiginary qusen +. 
But the preparations uf Philip, and the views of the 
party, were carefully communicated to the English 
council by secret agents in the Spanish court. After 
some struggle, the econoiny of Elizabeth yielded to her 
fears, and the remonstrances of her advisers. She con- 
sented that a powerful armament should be fitted out 
for the destruction of the Spanish fleet; and gave the 
command to Essex, with the lord Thomas Howard, and 
sir Walter Ralelgli, for his seconds. On his arrival at 
Plymouth he found a fleet of t^H sail, and an army of 
8000 soldiers, waiting his command. He was no longer 
fettered with a council of war : the Cecils, lie persuaded 
himself, had become his friends; and he saw nothing 
before him but a harvest of victory and glory. Unfortu- 
nately Ijie weather was adverse- his impatience lamented 

• Llamden, 673. f Bird), 1. 301, 331. IL SO?. 
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the delay; the queen's parsimony, the additional 
expense. To remove the cause, boili had recourse to 
prayer: the wind came round to the north-east; and 
the humble mind of Elizabeth attributed the change to 
the more fervent devotion of her favorite *. 

But Esses was destined to esperieiieo nothing but 
misfortune in this exptdiiion. The fleet had not pro- 
July ceeded more than foi'ty leagues, when it was driven. 
II. bac!> to port by a slorm, which continued four days. 
With bis usual obstinacy the oarl contended against the 
winds and waves, till his ship was t. mere wreck. Tlie 
gentlemen volunteers who accompanied him had seen 
21. enouirh of the navn! service : on his return to Falmoutii 
most of them stole away to their homes +. 
Aug. To have refitted the fleet would have been to incur an 
ir. expense, to which the queen would not submit. Essex 
sailed a<;ain, but with a smaller force, and on a different 
destination. He reached the Azores: Fayal, Graciosa, 
and Flores, submitted ; but tlie Spanish Heet from the 
Indies, the real object of the expedition, had already es- 
caped into the harbour of Tercera; and the English, with 
Oct. four inconsiderable prizes, and some plunder, directed 
9. their course to their own shores^. At the same lime 

•Li'tterofKnollvBinBlreh.ii.BSl. She pnlilwhed 1ib[ prayer fct tliB 
nae ot tin- pvuple- It ia iu t1uitC)naLDt ubicu™ stvltf w'hiob «LU alfuclcd. 
and q-hich. lobe unilemoud by ihe nu^orlLyDrimaabJi^lH, DU)ilit Uj \1av9 
Ij^Ihii IriinslJiteU into wlLnory luifii]i;10. It U^llfl tfansj "Ob Goit. 
"ulmnkHrfkoeiwr amJ ffiddar, iann.-meDI of tby rare.BMil,'unu&<^jnIld 

"-lliepaano" thtahiJclurM locnito ttiy loige lumrt uf heJiTliij poww, to 
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the a'lelantado aaiied from Ferrol with the intention of 
obtaining possession of llie Isle of Wiglit, or of some 
strong po«t on the sliore of Cornwall, which might be 
garrisoned and kept till the following spriitg, the season 
selected for the grand aCtempt. The tun armaments, 
though at no very great distance, proceeded in the same 
direction, unknown to each other. Tile adelanlaiio was Oct. 
aheady off the Scilly isles, when a storm arose. Both '^^ 
Heets were dispersed : but the English sought shelter in 
their own harbours ; the Spaniards, compelled to keep at 
sea, sutfered severely. Elizabeth at the llrst alucm had 
ordered forces to be raised, hadsentfor the two thousand 
men serving in France, and had summoned the lords to 
the defence of her person. But the elements af;ain 
fought ill her favour. The Spaniard having collected 
his scattered fleet, shaped his course hack to the ^punish 
coast, and in his return lost by a storm sixteen sail in the 
Bay of Biscay *. 

From Plymouth the earl proceeded to court, and was 
received by Elizabeth with frowns and reproaches. He 
had done nothing to repay the expenses of the expedition, 
hut had wasted her treasure, had disobeyed her instruc- 
tions, and had insulted and oppressed sir Walter Raleigh. 
He retired in discontent to his house at Wanstead, and 
for several weeks the business of the nation was inter- 
rupted by his complaints on the one hand, and by the 
ineffectual attempts of bis sovereign to pacify him on the 
other. She condescended to acknowledge that every 
charge against him was unfounded : but he was not 
content. He demanded satisfaction for Iho imaginary 
wrongd which had been done to him during his absence. 
The chancellorship of llie ducliy of T,ancaster, which ho 
expected for one of his dependants, had been given to 
sir Robert Cecil ; the lord admiral had been created earl & 
of Nottingham, and thus advanced by reason of office to 22. 
precedency above him ; and the praise of the capture of 

• SydDS! papni. iL Ti—li- Camden, 741. 
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('adiz, ffliicli belon<'eI to htnself wts in the pitent of 

he offered to fi_ht «ilh thit noWeman or w th nn( one 
of bis sons orwithiiijgentlematt<:rtheiiameofHo«iid 
^^* At the queens request the Cecds and air Walter Raleii,h 
'^ laboured Ippaufy this fronardchilil and iReralong 
negociation he accepted as an indemnity the appointment 
of eatl marshal because that otiii-e would give lum 
precedence of the lord admiral Nottingham immediately 
resigned t! e staff of lord Steward, and retired from 

4°. The anxiety of thoCeeds to satisfy Esaet wis occa 
sioned hy a communication from the king of fiance. 
Thot prince sighed after peace. For thirteen years the 
realm had been torn by domestic and foreign wars; and, 
though the league of the catholics was extinguished, 
another on the same principle had recently been formed 
by the protestants. With peace abroad he nii<>ht be 
able to guide the two parties at home ; with war he foresaw 
that his kingdom must still be ravaged by religious dis- 
sensions. It happened that in the beginning of (he 
Feb. year the Spaniards surprised the eity of Amiens, with 
2''- the large train of artillery and magazine of provisions 
wjlhin its walls. This siroke quite unnerved him. By 
Fuuquerolles he solicited prompt and effectual aid of 
Elizabeth, otFerini,', as security for the expense, to put 
Calais into hi^r hands on its reduction by their joint 
exertions : and, at tbe same time, to work on her appre- 
hensions, he assured hrr that, unless she would succour 
and aavQ lum, he must accept the sen'ices of the pope, 
who had come forward as mediator between the two 
crowns. Fouquerulles argued and prayed in vain : and, 
if Henry delayed to ,sue immediately for peace, it was 
solely through the hope that some fortunate event might 
enable him to negociate with, greater dignity. In the 
month of September Amiens was recovered : and from 
that moment he resolved to sheath the sword, Philip, 
•Vsre.ee. Sydney pajiars, 70. 7*, 75- 7?. Birdi,iL365. Camden, 7«. 
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weary of the war, and anxious to leave peaceable posses- 
sion of his dominions to liis successor, mode no secret of 
his willingness to restore all liis conquests ; and, at, the 
request of Henry, furnished the Archduke with full 
power to treat, not only with hira, but also with his 
allies*. Tke queen received the intelligence with dis- 
pleasure ; hut unable to dissuade her French bri)ther, 
she appointed sir Robert Cecil ambassador extraordinary 
to the French court. That minister, aware from experi- 
ence of the adyantai^ to be. derived from the absence of 
a rival, was unwilling to depart, as long as Essex re- 
mained his enemy. It was therefore to win the friend- 
ship of the earl, that he had advised his appointnteiit to 
the office of eai'l marshal; to which was afterwards added j^^ ' 
a present of cochineal to the value of seven thousand 21.' 
pounds, and a contract for the sale of a much larger 
quantity out of the royal stores, by which he was likely 
to realize six times thst sum. The earl knew that he 
owed the queen's liberality to the advice of the Cecils ; 
he became tlieir fi'iend ; ho transacted ibo business of Feb. 
secretary for sir Robert, and faithfully watched over '**• 
hisinferesta during his absencef. 

After much intentional delay the English ambassador Mar. 
was joined by the Dutch deputies at Angers ; and Iwth 24. 
employed every expedient to divert the French monarch 
from the conclusion of peace J. The Hollanders urged 
the continuance of the war ; Cecil had no proposals to 
offer ; he came, so he pretended, for the sole purpose of 
ascertaining the sincerity of the Spanish ministers; all 
he could do was to return to England, and consult his 

* Vitleroy'B »iHirE flpud BgeTlDii, 33, 34. 
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Borereign ; and for tliat purpose it was requisite thot the 
conferences should be suspended Ibr the lipace of some 
months. On the refusnl oF the king, he united with the 
alHes in holdin); out the most tempting offers or aid, 
Iwlh in men anil money, on condition that Henry should 
hind himself not to desert tlie confederacy ; hut, finding 
him inexorable, they had recourse to insinuations and 
reproaches; they charged hira with ingratiiude to the 
queen ; they lold him that on future occasions of distress 
he must not expect assistance from England. Henry 
heard them with patience. He acknowledged his obli- 
gations toElizabetli, which he would never forget, though 
he was not ignorant that by aiding him she had protected 
herself. But he owed a duty to his people, from which 
gratitude to others could not excuse him. Peace was ne- 
cessary to France ; and peace, if it could be ohiained, he 
was determined to have *. Sir Robert returned discon- 
tented with the result of his mission. Henry soon afler- 
Apill wards published the edict of Nantes, by which be secured 
20. to the proteslants every privilege which they could reason- 
ably demand, though he forbade that of holding assem- 
blies and making laws for their own securily : and a few 
Hay days afterwards he signed a treaty with Spain, by which 
2. he recovered Calais, and every place that had been se- 
vered from France during the war The rest of his 
reign he spent in healing the wounds nhich had been 
infticted on the country bj religious fanatic ism and pri- 
vate ambition ; and hi^ conduct deserted tnd olitaini:d 
fur him the lore of his subject's ^nd the respect of 
pofltority. 

During the negociation between the French and Spa- 
niiih ministers at Vervins, Philip h;'^ repeatedly signi- 
fied bis readiness to treat with the queen of England. 
The question was afterwards warmly discussed in the 
cabinet. Essex ai^ued with bis usual violence in favour 

• Biich, ii. 374-379. Villerova tfTiarl, ERetlon, 34,35. Bitch's Negn- 
cialianB,lltl— leS. Cnmdeu, 7aV-^e3, BurHlili^y'l InBtcuctiodi lespeet- 
lu| Ihe tnalf ace in Slrypg. iv. 3i>4. Klenvda Cliei-sipy. iLp. 13. 
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of war; the C^ils contended as earne'tly for peace. 
On one occasion the lord treasurei, puttmg the book of 
psalms into tlie hands of the earl, pointed tn silence to 
the VDrae, Blood-thii sty men ihaU nnt live oul fwlf their 
days. On Essex hunselt it.mode no impression : by the 
superstitious it was afterwards considered tLs af rediction 
of his subsequent fate. The queen, as usual, listened to 
bbtlj parties, but came to no decision ". 

5°. Tbere was another question of equal interest which 
divided the cabinet. In Ireland almost Che whole popu- 
lation, whether of Irish or Englisli origin, was leagued 
in open or clandestine hustilit}' against the English go- 
vemmenC. The office of deputy was dreaded as full of 
difficulty and danger. The queen, by the advice of the 
Cecils, wished to give it to sir William Knoliys, the earl's 
uncle : Essex insisted that it should be conferred on sir 
George Carew, one of his opponents. During the debate 
Elizabeth addressed him in Earcastic language ; he re- 
plied by turning his back with an e:£pression of con- 
tempt. The queen, no longer mistress of her passion, 
struck him aviolenC blow on the ear, adding at the same Juaa 
time, that " he might go to the devil." Essex instantly 
grasped bis sword ; but the lord admiral interposed ; and 
the earl, bursting out of the room, exclaimed, that he 
would not have taken such an insult from her father, 
much less would he bear it from a king in petticoats t. 

War was now openly declared, and the court and the 
whole nation looked forward with curiosity to the result. 
Both were equally obstinate ; Essex demanding satis- 
faction for the blow, Elizabeth an apology for his pre- 
sumption. The monlhs of July and August passed 
without any advance on either sido. In September the 
earl was, DC pretended to be, seriously indisposed; but 
tiie queen, though she seemed to relent during his dan- 
ger, relapsed into her former obstinacy with his recovery. 
His friends conjured him to make " submission" to his 

• CumdcniTK— 771. Pa.lv.SJ, + Oiimdon.Tva. Hircii, 11. 334. 
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Ort. soverei^. Egerton, the lord-teeper, wrole him a long 

'^' Idler of advice, to which he replied by one still lonjrer, 

IS. expressive of his determination lo resist, and to abide 

the consequences. Yet, contrary to the predictions of 

Not. the courtiers, a reconciliatijn was effected, and within a 
*• fortnight he returned to court. To the public he ap- 
peu-ed again in favour : but, in the lieert of Elizabeth, 
love hiid yielded tlie place to hatred j from that mo- 
ment siie gave the reins to his temerity and ambition, 
and allowed him to run forward lo his own destruction *, 
In the midst of these domestic quarrels the queen lost 

Aug, the most able and must trusty of her servants by the 
4. death of the lord Burghiey. Other ministers may have 
posses>ied equal power: few have retained it for so long 
a period. During the forty years that he sat in the ca- 
binet of Elizabeth, he was " her spirit," as she termed 
him, the oracle that she consulted on every emergency, 
and whose answers she generally obeyed. He has left be- 
hind him a voluminous moijS of papers, his own composi- 
tion, the faithful index of his head and heart. Thoybear 
abundant testimony to his habits of application and bu- 
siness, to the extent and variety of his correspondence, 
and to the solicitude vll'ii which he watched the conduct, 
and anticipated the designs of both foreign and domestic 
enemies, — but it is difBcuU to discern in them a trace of 
original genius, of lofty and generous feeling, or of en- 
lightened views and commanding intellect. In common 
with the statesmen of his age, he made expediency Iha 
polar star of his policy; and it must be admitted that few 
men have ever equalled him in the facility wtth which he 
created resources and discovered expedients, or the so- 
phistry wilh which, on the spur of the occasion, he could 
cajole, or excuse, or mislead. Aware of his ingenuity, the 
queen was not without suspicion that he might practise 
upon herself the same arts by which he successfully cir- 
cumvented others J and hence it happened that she 

* CmodeOiTiS. Biidi, S8S-393. Nog. 183. C;i.bsU, S31. 
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treated !iim oocasioriBlly witli neglect. oKcasionally with 
severity. But such clouds quickly passed away: to re- 
lieve herself from trouble, she had recourse again to his 
counsels ; and, in gratitude lor his services, shielded him 
from the insidious attacks of his rivals, both the favour- 
ites who sought to remove him out of the nay of iheir 
own ag^randiwiment, and the ancient nobility who looked 
down on the new man with scorn and vexation. By the 
long possession of office he vr.s able to place himself, in 
point of wealth, on a par with the richest of the land; 
&nd afier his decease his ash^j were honoured with the 
teai's of his sovereign. But, though the "old fox" was 
gone, he left behind him p.1 court his younger son, sir 
Robert Cecil, who, walking in the footsteps of his father, 
gradually supplanted every competitor, and became so 
necessary to the queen, that lung before her death she 
made him, in opposition perhaps to her own feelings, 
the chief depository of the royal authority. 

The same year was distinguished by a most extraor- 
dinary prosecution for the crime of treason. Among 
those who had followed Essex to Tercera was a, private 
soldier named Squires, lately returned from a prison in 
Spain. Soon after the troops were disbanded, one Stan- 
ley arrived in England, and accused Squires, before 
the earl of Essex and sir Rohert Cecil, of a design to 
poison the queen. At first he loudly maintained hi* 
innocence, but, when he had been five hours on the 
rack, he confessed that at Seville, Walpole, ajesuit, had 
solicited him to commit the crime, had furnished him 
for that purpose with a most powerful poison, and had 
instructed him in tne manner of employing it; and that, 
on his return to England, ho had rubbed part of the )Hii- 
son into the pommel of the saddle on which the queen 
rode, and the other part into the chair in which Essex 
nas accustomed to sit, with the expectation that in 1)oth 
cases it would have produced death. It is UtthcuU to 
oonceive a more ridiculous or incredible tule: yet it 
brought the unhappy man to the scaffold. At his trial 
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one of the counsel for the crown represented with great 
pathos the danger of Elizabeth : biit his feelings grew 
too his; fur utterance ; he buist into a flood of tears, and 
mas comirelled to sit down. The next who rose was 
more successful. His task was to describe her wonder- 
ful escape from the venom on the saddle. It was as 
evidently a miracle aa any recorded in holy writ : " For 
" albeit the season was hot, and the veins open to receive 
■' any maligne tainture, yet her body felt no distempera- 
" ture, nor hev hand no more hurt than Paul's did when 
" he shook off the viper into the five *." The prisoner in 
his defence swd that, while he was on the racli, he had 
confessed anything which he thought would satisfy the 
commissioners and relieve him from torture; the truth 
was that Walpole had proposed the murder to- him, hut 
that he had never consented to it, nor even employed 
poison for that purpose. Here one of the judges in- 
formed him that on his own showing he had been guilty 
of concealment of treason ; and sir Robert Cecil, pre- 
vailed on him once more to conress the charge. He re- 
ceived judgment, and suffered the punishment of a 
Nov. traitor; but died assorlint; both his own innocence and 
^* that of Walpole. with his last breath+. 

Before I conclude this chapter I may advert to the 
conduct of the king of Scotland in the novel and extra- 
ordinary situation in which he found himself placed by 
the death of Mary, and Ibecapriceor policy of Elizabeth. 
On the one hand the English queen had not fulfilled 
• any of the promises made to him during the year 15f 
She refused to admit his right to the succession ; si 
esctudedhim from the inheritance of his father in En 
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land; she interfered in the internal concerns of his 
kingdom, intrigued with liis subjects, and «rave support 
to his rebels. Site continued to treat him as she had 
trealed Mary, though he had not given offence either 
hy the assumption of her title, or by the ptofessiou of a 
hosdie faith. By James her unkindness was attributed 
to the maiice and influence of the Cecils, who, having 
brought his mother to the block, feared that ho might 
avenge her blood on their heads, if ever he should ascend 
tho throne. In their hands was his chief competitor, 
Arabella Stuart, whose claim they might at a.ny moment 
set up in opposition to his own. He pi-oposed to niari'y 
her to the duke of Lennox, and to acknowledge that 
nobleman his presumptive lieir. But Elizabeth refused ; 
and the refusal added to the distrust and perplexity of 
the Scottish king*. 

On the other hand James h^ equal reason to fear 
the hostility of the catholic powers, the ambition of 
Philip, and the intrigues of the Spanish faction both at 
home and abroad. By all those he was charged with 
pusillanimity for his tame acquiescence in the murder 
of his mother, with apostacy on account of his preference 
of the reformed doctrines to the faith of his fathers. To 
have betrayed the least partiality towards that faith 
would, by uniting against him the protestants of both 
kingdoms, infallibly have extinguished his hopes ; at the 
same time to provoke the hostility of the catholics was 
to involve himself in difficulty and dauger. They formed 
in England and Scotland a numerous and powevfol 
party ; and the knowledge that his mother had left her 
right to the suncession to the disposal of the pope and 
the king of Spain, unless her son shoi^ld embrace the 
eathotio faith, would tend to loosen their attachment tr> 
the Scottish line. The bequest itself was, indeed, de- 
void of force : but he was aware that, in the event of in- 
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vasion, or daring the expected shuggle for the crown 
after the death of Elizabeth, it might be biought for- 
ward iri oppoaitioii to bis claim, and nonld probably pro- 
duce a strong sensation iii favour of hi3 competitoi". 

It has been thought that James in these eirrum- 
stanoes formed no fixed plan of conduct, but allowed 
himself to he carried along by the current of events, 
without any eoiapasa by which he might guide, or any 
certain point to which he mii^ht direct, his course. To 
me, however, he seems to Uave pursued uniformly the 
same poh'oy, distrusting equally tlie English queen and 
the catholic powers, and seeking equally to propitiate 
them hoth. To both he made similar promises of friend- 
ship ; flom both he solicited pecuniary aid ; aud, if either 
objected to him his connexion with the other, he always 
pleaded in his defence the hard necessity to which he 
was reduced. 

After the death of Mary theeavls of Huntley, Angus, 
En'ol, and other catholic lords, treated on several occa- 
sions wiih the pope and the Spanish coui-t, through the 
agency of the Scoltish Jesuits Gordon, Tyrie, and Creigh- 
ton. Their object was to avenge, with the aid of Philip, 
the execution (if Iheir queen, and to obtain, if not the 
te-establishmeut, at least the toleration, of the catholic 
worship in Scotland; but on condition that the inde- 
peadance and liberties of the realm should he preserved, 
that no ecclesiastical censure should be issued against 
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cuted against them. His apathy scandalized tho sealots 
anil irritaiod Elizaleth hilitma^ be satisfictoiiW ex- 
plained, if «o believe iliQ T.seilioiis of the earis that 
they acted sumetimes. nith lii» pet-mis';!!)!! often uith his 
connivance , and that he wa* iiuwilling to deatray a 
party, the existence of whioh \i as necesaarj to p eserve 
liim from falling under the iboolute control of the 
English queen, and ot hei idheionts in the Uirk and 

The puhhcition of the c nference lespectmg the 
" suceessnn ' had e-vdted new ilaims in the mind of 
James. The doctiine that the proieasion of heiesy was 
a guSiotent ground of exclusion was ^'identl; pointed 
against him ; and the preference given to the preten- 
sions of the infanta of Spain showed that it was intended 
to set her up for his rival. He appointed Ogilvy, a ca- 
tholic baron, his envoy to the catholic powei^s. At Ve- 
nice, Florence, and Rome, Ogilvy contented himselfisog. 
with asserting that his sovereign was ready, in imitation Nov. 
of the king of France, to strnly the catholic faith ; and '^^^■ 
■with pointing out the dangers which thri'atened theii*?" 
liberties of Europe, if Philip) were permitted to annex 
England to his extensive dominions f. In Spain he Mot 
adopted another course, and attempted to ne^eiate aund 
most iiiiportaiit treaty with tlie ministers of the catholic J""*- 
king. He represented James as actuated with the de- 
sire of revenging the injuries otFered to him by the 
queen of England ; promised in his name tiiat he would 
declare war against her, would embrace the catholic 
fcith, would re-establish it within his dominions, would 
supply Philip with a levy often thousand Scottish mer- 

• CoiDden, G56. 669. WntvDuil.LlL IS. R-vmrr, xH. 190— 199. et hu. 
IIIKU.I,lW.SL^aiB. Slrypf. iv.llO. 'r>iey it>und Hint .TnmiB HU! a. 

|'''il!H''»«t iinslllammM." aijj-s (JieiglHon lu a lellM (u 'ryrie, Dm. U, laM 
"^'aDimopreHU^BHiIItempiM." iS. °'"*'' '" '*" "' "miioi nu us 
t Sim l>'Oisiil, Utirsi, i. 8^1—3:14, 'Hw duke of Seasa'a rnxount nf 
th«ea'g<iiii"tl»UBniiiUiletc<^ted (lbld.S93); amniuviBa bcenlOin-iiidcd 
Id Kuglud lias been pubUslied fay Bindi, i. *U7— 418. 
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RBDariea, arid would send, as a pledge of his sincerity, 
liis son to be educated in tlie Spanish court; liut on 
coudition that the king should not pretend for himself, 
or for any other in his right, to the succession lo the 
English crown ; should grant to Jatnes a subsidy of 
SaU.Uaa ducats to begin the ivar ; and should aid him 
with an army of ] 2,000 luen. But it had been observed 
that, on his arrival in Flanders, the envoy had consulted 
with Paget and his friends, known among the exiles by 
the name of the politicians; and this circumstance, ex- 
citing the suspicion of the opposite party, induced them 
to oppose his endeavours in the Spanish court. They 
disputad the authenticity of his credentials; threw 
doubts on his religion and bis verocity ; and declared 
that Jumes had on so many occasions deceived the ca- 
tholic lords and catholic sovereigns that no reliance was 
to be placed on his words. In conclusion Philip dis- 
missed the envoy with expressions of good will towards 
bis sovereifjn, and with a valuable present for biinaelf *, 
James, however, was not discouraged. He was aware 
that the Spanish party, in furiheranee of their design, 
had urged the pontiff to issue a declaration against him, 
on the graund of heresy; and to oppose their intrigues 
he despatched Drummond on a mission to the court of 
Bept.Rome. This envoy was the bearer of a letter, in which 
^* the king expressed his gratitude to Clement, who bad 
refused to listen to the sUt|ge«tions of bis enemies; ob- 
served that mutual benefit might arise from the perma- 
nent residence of a Scottish minister in the papal court; 
and for this pui'pose solicited the dignity of cardinal for 
the bishop of Vaison, a native of Scotland t. In addi- 
tion he fjave to Uruminond verbal instructions. What 
tliey were we know not. Two points only have been 
disclosed; that he should solicit an annual subsidy for 
the payment of a guard about the royal person, and that 
he should offer to inti'ust the castle of Edinburgh to the 
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custoily of the nalholire, and to dispose of the young 
piince o( Seotlaiid as the pope miiiht think pioper *. 

It was nol, however, long before these intrigues venclied 
the ear of Bhzaheth. She ordered sirThomasBrunkard 
to reproach the king with his duplicity : he affected the 
utmost surprise, and protested that he was wholly igno- 
rant of the proceedings. Ogilvy and Drummond were 
examined and committed, (he former to the castle of 
Edinbtii^b, the latter to the house of his mother ; and 
the Scottish minister at the English court was ordei-ed 1601. 
to complain of the queen's jealousy, and to require from ^^''• 
lier the proofs of the charge, that the prisonera might he 
brought to trial, and receive punish nient, if it should be 
proved that they were guiUy. We know of no further 
proceeiJings ; and it is probable that the king, for his 
own honour, was careful to protract, or suspond, the in- 
quiry till the death of Elizabeth +. 

There was another subject which contributed to widen 
the breach between the two princes. In 1398, Valentine 169i, 
Thomas, a prisnnet on the charge of feluny, privately ''"'?• 
confessed that be had been hired by (he king of Scots 
to murder the queen. This avowal was received with 
surprise and horror. Valentine was repeatedly esa- 
mineil : liis depositions were embodied in the form of an 
indictment ; and a true bill was found by tire grand jury 
of the county. Elizabeth now communicated the fact to 
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James, with an assurance tliat she did not believe him 
capable of so atrocious a cfime. Tlie Scottish raonurch 
at first treated the charge with silence and contempt : 
but, fearing that it miijht aflerwaids be urged as an ob- 
jection to his claim tu the crown, requested his good 
sister to send him an attestation of its falsehood under 
the great seal. The queea complied: but he had no 
sooner read the instrument than he returned it, saying 
that it was so worded as to appear rather a pardon of 
1599. guilt than a declaralion of innocence. Elizabeth com- 
l^>f ■ plained of this conduct as an insult : recrimination fol- 
lowed recrimination; but it \ias not I'ol' the interest of 
either parly to corae to an open rupture ; and aftet- mu- 
tual remonstrances the matter was suffered to remain 
dormant '. The charge, however, sunk deep into the 
mind of James. He considered it as a convincing proof 
of the hostihty of Cecil; and probably suspected, as the 
trial of Valentine was only suspended during his good 
behaviour ■(■, that it was but the first step laten to ex- 
clude him from the succession. 

• Cnmd™, 791. Hyra. ivi. 858. 373— 3T8. 
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nnHoctisns In Ireland— AAmiDlilcallon at Fenol— His liUl nnd dealh 
— RBbtllioii of TyrQUB-.Hlj viclorj Bt Blacliioler— E>aei lord cleim^ 

RetuTulo UdbUpiI— liD|jrl8onioBnliinJ trial ill Ihe ■Hit-chiunliei'— Hit 

joyio Irtlund— Sulimltsion of IViraie— Seun-I undiTatiiiiliDi! lKtwi>«Q 
JumMor XcollsniTiuul Ci»ll— Declining tieallh and low spirits of Ills 



In Ireland the loi-d Grey, by his cruelty and rapaciti'.lSSA 
had earned the hatred of all desci'iptioiia of people. He 
was replaced by sir John Perrot, supposed to be an illo- 
Ritimate son of Henry VIH. ; a, man equally severe) 
but strictly impartial, who made no distinction between 
the English or the Irishman, but inflicted punishment 
on alt offenders, according to their demerits. During 
liis administration, the late earl of Desmond was at- 
tainted by parliament, and the lands comprised within 1536. 
his earldom, amounting to almost 600,000 acres, wore 
forfeited to the crown. It had long been the wish of 
the queen to colonize Ireland from England. Hitherto 
she hud been deterred by consideration of the expense: 
now, however, Desmond's lands were granted to Engiisii ■ 
settlers; and most of the royal favourites obtained 
ample districts, on the condition that one family should 
be settled on every 240 acres; and that no native of 
Irish origin should be admitted among the new colonists. 
But it was difficult both for the crown to enforce, and 
for the grantees lo fulfil these conditions. The number 
of apres planted did not amount to one half of the country; 
and among the settlers was a considerable number of tlie 
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former inhabitatils, who, vather than abandon the place 
of their birth, conseiitatl to bold of foreii;nei-s thu londa 
whii^h had descended to them from their progenU 

Perrot had reduced Ireland to a state of tran(|uililty 
hitherto unknown in its annals. The indigenous Irish, 
obserTJng llie severity with which he punished the 
injuries inliicted on them by Ihe English adventnrera, 
looked up to him as their friend; but those who suffered 
from his justice sought to ruin him in the estimation of 
his sovereign. His iiasty temper occasionally betrayed 
him into unseemly expressions ; his words, his actions, 
and his friendships were misinterpreted and misrepre- 
sented ; and Elizabeth began to doubt his loyalty, and 
to think him capable of seeking a kingdom for himself. 
Wearied out with insults and opposition he solicited 

1588.i,ig i-evocation ; and on his return was admitted into the 
council in England. For some years the queen's 
jealousy seemed to sleep : but Perrot had spoken irre- 
verently not only of her, but also of her " dancing'" 

J59]. chancellor; the revenge of Hatton awakened her sus- 

Mai. picions; and in 1591 a secret inquiry was made into 
the conduct of the late deputy during his authority in 
Ireland. The men whose excesses he had reprassed 
and punished eagerly supplied materials for bis ruin ; 
and the unfortunate Perrot was an'aigncd in Westmin- 

Aptilsterhall, on a cliarge of high treason. The principal 
17. mitneaaes were Williams, formerly his secretary, O'Regan, 
an Irish priest, who having conformed and married, had 
been employed by him as a spy *, and Walton, a stranger, 
of disreputable character. As fiir as their evidence 
went to show, that he had favoured the catholic clergy, 
negociated with the duke of Parma and the Spaniards, 
andsecretlyeneouraged the insurrections of tlieO'Ruares 
and the Burkes, it was undeserving of credit; but he 
could not deny, that in moments of irtitalion, when he 
• For lilt lerTlcs^ on tliia trial be lecsivuil a ptuiion at iOL pf c aDnuia. 
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found liis plans for the melioration of Ire'aiifl rejected 
by his enemies in the Irish council, and lliese sujiporiod 
aguinst him by tboir friends in tlie Enghsli raliinei, he 
had let fall expressions liigiilydisreEpeciful to the queen 
and her advisers. That he was innocent of treason, 
there cannot be a doubt: yet he was found guihy, and -Tune 
two months later received judgment of death. His eon '^ 
had married the sister of Essex ; whose influence in 
his favour was balanced by the powerful combination of 
his enemies. For six months his fate was kept in 
suspense ; but a broken heart, or a poisonous potion, 
deprived himof life. He died in the Tower; an instance, 
says Ciimden, how difBoult it is for a prince to forgire 
the wounds Inllictod by a slanderous tongue*. 

Among the native Irish who had distinguished them- 
selves in the waragainsttbeearlof Desmond, was Hugh 
the son of the late baron of Dungannon. His services 1535. 
had mei'ited the approbation of the lord Grey, and he 
had been rewarded by the queen, first with the earldom 
of Tyrone, and afterwards with all the rights and lands, 
which hia grandfalhei Conn had formeily pos-esser] 
To this title of English oii.fin he soon added, without 
her consent, another whi^h lendered him far more 
respectable m the eyes of the native? On the death of 
Tirlough Linnogh, he proclaimed himself She O'Ntil, I5H3, 
and was consideied by his countrymen as the lush 
sovereign of Ulster It would fatigue the leader to 
listen to the suipioions entertained of his filelity, ind 
his contraiy pro.estations of loyalty , to examine the 
charges brought against lum by the English go\emoi-s, 
and their acts of violence alleged by him in justifiui- 
tion of his conduct , to notice the temponry hostilities, 
the repeated truces the dluaory negociationi, whicli 
occupied the time, and perplexed the judgment, of 
several succeeding deputies He leqiiired libertv of 
;e , they replied that such liberty was dis- 

115—1 i34 Cora lED, 64 -f « Petrol s Iffllament 1b 
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Iionouvable to Goil : lie demaiidod tlio enjoymeTit of l.lle 
rigliis possessed by liisgL'andfaLhei-;.lhey cui-tniledtliem 
to diminish his powei' and I'esDiirces. The queen, whose 
attention was absorbed by the transactions on the con- 
tinent, bore with impatience tlieverj' mention of Ireland. 
It was a kingdom which brousht her nothing hut ex- 
pense and vexation * ; nor did she blame the O'Neil so 
much as the intevesled policy of ber oificers, who (so 
she suspepted) sought to carve out fortunes for them- 
selves by driving the natives into rebellion. Hence she 
wished to extricate herself from the contest with Tyrone, 
provided she could do it with honour. She listened to 
his apologies, gave credit to his protestations, and 
instead of reinforcing her army, ordered her generals to 
negociafe a peace. If we may believe them, it was the 
object of Tyrone to prociastinate the war, till he could 
receive the .succours which he had solicited from the 
pope and the king of Spain. If we give credit to him, 
he was sincere hut cautions ; he was content to live the 
subject of Elizabeth, but would not submit to be trampled 
1598. into the dust b? the oppression of her officers. Aller 
Aiig. many alternations of peace and war, of victory and 
^*- defeat^ a dec'isive battle was fought near the fort of 
Blackwater in Tyrone. Bagnal. the English com- 
mander-in-chief, with ir.OO of his followers, was slain; 
the artillery, the ammunition, and the fortress itself fell 
into the hands of the enemy. The O'Neil was cele- 
brated in every district as the saviour of bis country ; 
and the whole of the indigenous population with many 
of the chieftains of English origin, rose in arms to assert 
the national independence 'h. 

When the state of Ireland was debated in the council, 

* This WDs thv DiiLUAiD of many, " CBtef miiL^ bathe Gnlnyn nod Ire- 
" Innil intha a I>iiMfu Hud acbanl^i Tind Ihcretore do ijiinke Lt lit to 
" leave them bntli^?, lint fiii iMi ddbIt nftpeott llmt wIkta IrelDiiJ halha 

" inLtaieret tfiem, Kc ivuld in shovt svdcv bv muleL-orilte seais" LoOvej 
ILS3I, 

t Cun.lfii. 693. 7W).7L5.753.783. lUreli.1379. ii.7B.2I3. 391. Sydney 
papers, L 361. 362. u. Si. L«l^e,Ui.e6. 
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Essex, by his objections lo ihe oppoiniment of every 
other persiiii, ^o> aiif posel tu betiay his wish to obtaiii, 
though he Hoorned to solicit, the ofliee of lord deputy. 
His enemies, eager to remove him from court, souj;lit 
to gratify his ambiiiuii; :iih! ihe queen was induced, 
though it cost her a long struggle, to grant all his de- 
mands. To the remission of a debt of SOIIOl. was added 1^99. 
a present of almost thrice that sura; the army, to be^"^- 
placed under his command ■wis fixed at 18,001) men, 
comprising the bestleMes ill the cnunlies and some iif 
the veteran companies m the Netheilands ; and his 
commission invested Iiim with prnile^as never enjoyed 
by his predecessors the power of pwdoning all crimes 
and treasons without e\ception, and of concluding 
peace, oi contramng the war, according to his discre- 
tion*. Even his mstiuctioDs were drawn in conformity 
with his o«n suggestion that he shoiid m tlie first 
place pioceed witli his whole disposable foree against 
T) rone -ind leduce, if it were possible the province of 
Ulster, the great fbi,us of the lebellion. To superflcial 
observers he appeared to have regained his former 
place in the royal favour ; and even the queen ot hia 
departure had dismissed him with expressions of kind- 
ness. But her mind was still prejudiced against him ; 
some of his officers received orders to transmit lo her 
faithful reports of his conduct ; and his adversaries in 
the council smiled at the alacrity with which he pre- 
cipitated himself into the snare which had been laid for 
his destruction. His first act, after his arrival in Ire- Apr 
land, was in direct coatradiction to theroyal will. EUza- ^'' 
betli bad forbid'len him to give the command of the 
cavahy to his friend the earl of Southampton, who, by 
marrying in opposition to her pleasure, had incurred 
het dislike. Essex asked if she meant to revoke the 
powers specified in his commission. The queen made 
no reply ; but the moment she heard that Southampton 

■ Bacon's Wotlis. nl 127, 129. U2. Sydney Fapeii, 11. 146. 
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liad been named to the office, she ordered iiim to ho 
July removed. Essex remonstrated wit)> spirit, and it re- 
II. quired a second and more peremptoiy letter before lie 
would obey ". 

But at thi^ moment the royal attention was diverted 
1 jns. f™™ Ii'eland by the alarm of invasion. In 15!)S Pbilip 
Se|it. of Spain had been sueceoded on the throne by his son 
13. of the same name, hut of abilities far infej'ioi' to those 
of his father. The ministers of the new king, anxious 
to put an end to hostilities, which had intlicled severe 
wounds on the commerce of their country, and awore 
of the parsimony of the English queen, sought to 
incline her to ptaoe, by driving her into extraordinary 
expense. She wa« infomiQd that the adelantado had 
again prepared a formidable armatnenl at Corunna ; 
next, (hat he had sailed ; and lastly, that he had crossed 
' the bay of Bifcay, and had been actually seen near the 
coast of Bi-etugne. The usual precautions were imme- 
diately taken : one army was ordered to he raised fur 
the defence of the loyal person, and another to oppose 
the invaders; and the earl of Nottingham was ap- 
Aug; pointed commander-in-chief of all the forces K At the 
5, same time the queen, apprehensive that Esse'i might 
return to make a tender of his services, forbade him to 
quit his charge in Ireland without a w.iriant under 
her own hand. Soon, however, the alarm suhaided. 
The adelanlado had indeed sailed, but his fleet didded 
itself into two squadrons; the laigei pioceeded to the 
Canariesinquest of the Hollanders, the other, consisting 
only of six galleys, directed its course towards England, 
and, to the surprise of the puhhc, pasged unobsened 
through the Channel, and anchored gately m the wateis 
of SluysJ. 



CrlHMBUf llrlviiijrl,is™enil..sHom™itlCCM.<le" 797) l.iillt is |il«iq, 
m Winn-™*'! MboidHuLs, lh»l lUe nlorm aolmlly eliUtHL Sec Wn- 
irood. 8g. 91, 31. ^ AUu Uli^ Sydaey Fshh. u 112.113 
t WinwDMl, IDS, Camden, 8lk 
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Essex bad gone to Ireland for the express pui'pose of 
marchiug against Tjtone; yet, contrary to the expect- 
ation even of his enemies, he proceeded towards Mun-j399, 
Stec, penetrated as far as Limettck, and, taking Cock Mny 
and Waterford in his way, returned by the coast to J"- 
Dublin. The reduction of two castles, and the feigned"'™" 
Bubmission of three native chieftains, formed the sum of .[„' 
d the iraportann 

t m compell d t 1 t h ee m nths of the si 

h d be dad that bis nxmg bad 

d did jhydset d and the casualties 

! Btthq wldltntono apology j 
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ly tl ee th d at n dequate to its oh- '■"■ 

J h m t Ty th bank t the Brenuy. In-gept. 

f d f flgl I th t h f onversed together I. 

lu puvate : the next day a more public conference was 
held ; and an armistice was concluded, to be renewed 
every sis weeks during the winter, on condition that tlie 
lord deputy should transmit to the queen the sevei'al 
demands of the O'Neil. Of these the most important 
were, that the catholic worship sliouid be tolerated ; 
that the chief governor should be an earl with the title 
Df viceroy; that the principal officers of state and the 
judges should be natives; thi'.t the O'Neil, O'Donnel, 
Desmond, and their associates, should enjoy tho lands 
possessed by their ancestors for the last two hundred 
years; and that one half of the army in Ireland should 

Tliis teiToination of the campaign, so contrary to his 
promises, completed the ruin of the earl in the mind of 
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bis soveroisn. If the disappointment of lier liopus ta- 
vived her resentment, her ignorance of what hail passnil. 
between hiia and Tyrone in their prirale inferriew pro- 
voked a suspicion of hia loyalty. He might perhaps 
seek only to perpetuate his command by protracting; the 
war; but it was also possible that his ambition nii^ht 
aspire to obtain fbe crown of Ireland, throii(;h the aid of 
theO'Neil*. Essex, however, did not allow her time 
Sept. *" l'''""'! o'"^'" these thoughts. To hsr astonishment, on 
35, the morning of Midi ael mas -eve, just after sbe had 
risen, but before she was dressed, the door of her bed- 
chamber opened, and she beheld Essex himself on hia 
knee? at her feet. Ho bogged of her to pardon the in- 

d m ore her the 

a TO E w not whe- 



h m A aum d <i 

A tl 

mpe po H w lei d 

to considei himself a prisoner in his room, and within a 
few dajs was delivered to the lord-keeper, to be kept in 
free custody under hia charget. 

The sudden return of Eases had been occasioned by 
an angry letter from the queen, whii^b he attributed to 
the envious su^estions of his rivals. His firet plan 
waa to embark a body of 2000 cavalry, to land on the 
coast of Wales, to hasten to London, and to drive his, 

• BuBHi, m 145, 14B. _ 
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political antagotiisfs fiom the ooui't. But he aban- 
doiieil tlii3 daiigei'ous esjiodieiit by the persuasion of 
liis fiieiid the eail of Soutliompton, and of Christopher 
Blount, formerly the supposed putamour, now the li'us- 
haiid, of his mother ; and consenied, in imitalion of the 
late earl of Leicester, to endeavour, by hia unexpected 
appearance at court, to disconcert the intrigues of hia 
enemies*. But Elizabeth did nut allow the same arti- 
fice to succeed a second time. Her obstinacy had grown 
with her age ; and an opinion prevailed that her passion 
waa kept alive by the representations of sir Robert 
Cecil, the earl of Noltingham, the lord Cobhani, sir 
Walter Rale tj;h, and their nssociatest. She vented it 
on ail who had accompanied the earl. " When I came 
" into her presence,'' says sir John HaiTington. " she 
" eliafed much, walked fastly lo and fro, liioked wilh 
" discomposure in her visage, and, I rometnber, catched 
" at my girdle, when I kneeled to her, and swore, ' By 
" 'G-— d's Son I am no queen. That man is above 
" ' me. Who gave him command to come here so soon ? 
"'I did send him on other business.' She hid me go 
"home. I did not stay to he bidden twice. If all 
" tlie Irish rebels had been at my heels, I should not 
" linve made better speed J." 

But without the precincts of the court the public voice 
fearlessly declared itself in his favour. Men openly 
pitied hia mbfortune, and condemned the blind severity 
of the queen ; his vindication was published in sermons 
from the pulpit, and in pamphlets iVom the press ; se- 
veral ministers liad the boldness to pray for him by 
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name in theiv churches; and even within the palace lihels 
on lii3 supported enemies were fourot scattered on the 
floors, and affixed to the walla. Alarmed by these in- 
dications of the public feeling, the earl of Nottingham 
and sir Robert Cecil assumed to themselves the merit of 
mitigating the loyal displeasure. But the anger of 
Klizabeth was inexorable ; and ber desire of vengeance 
was sharpened by every interposition in his favour*. If 
sbe condescended to say that slie sought " his amend- 
" nient and not his destruction," it was not til! she had 
consulted the judges, and had learned, to her disappaint- 
ment, that he cou\d not be charged with high treason. 
Still the Holii'ilaiians of his friends were rejected ; bis 
offers of siibmisBion were requited with expressions of 
conlempt; nor could his relations, not even his coun- 
tess, obtain access lo his prison. Anxiety of mind pro- 
duced indisposition of body : but experience had taught 
the queen that such ailments were generally feigned, 
Dec. and sbe at first refused to allow her physician to see the 
12. patient. When, however, she was assured that there 
was little probability of his life, she began to relent ; she 
even sent him a mess of broth from her oivn hand ; and 
added, with tears in her eyes, that she would hove vi- 
sited him herself, if it had not been inconsistent with 
her honour. Tlie earl, like Wolsey, was recalled to life 
by the hope of repossessing the royal favour ; and the 
queen, like her father, relapsed into her former antipa- 
tliy in proportion as the sick man recovered ■!■. 
In this mannei- the fate of Essex occupied for several 



" help or IxiokB, anil citnlinu'^ \he ttiay 
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months the attention of the court. Elizabeth revolved 
in her mind a variety of plans: each was 8uccessl%"ely 
ftpjiKived and rejected ; anil the etirl, though he obtained 
permission to be confined in his own house, saw no 
prospect of a ftivourable result. At last the raabnesa of 
his sisler, the kdy Rich, who had circulated copies of a 
letter written by her to the queen *. pravoked Elizabeth, 
in hei' own vindication, to bring him to a private trial 
before a court of eighteen coramisaioners, empowered to "^ 
pass " censure," but not judgment, on the prisoner. In June 
presence of this sinajiilar and unconstitutional tribunal, '• 
composed of men, his political rivals and enemies, Essex 
appeared on his knees, with his papers in his hat lying 
before him on the floor. The proceedings lasted eleven 
hours. After o considerable time permission was granted 
to liim, at the suggestion of tbe archbishop, to rise and 
stand ; later in the day he was suffered to support him- 
self by leaning against a cupboard ; and towards the 
conoluaion he was indulged with a seat without a hack. 
The crown lawyers, Yelverton, Coke. Flemming. and 
the man that owed his own prererment to the friendship of 
Essex, Francis Bacon, eserfed all their powers of rheto- 
ric in exaggeration of his olTence. He had neglected to 
prosecute the war against Tyrone, had submitted to a 
dissraceful interview and treaty with that rebel, and 
had returned to England in defiance of the royal prohi- 
bition. Oiice only did the earl lose the command of his 
tamper, when he repelled with bitter scorn the imputa- 
tion of ti'eaaon thrown out by sir Edward Coke : to the 
other charges he replied by pleading guilty, but contend- 
ing that they were errors of the head, not of the benrt. 
Each commissioner severally pronounced his own indi- 

•• whS'llTl'S Maed IliroHgKl nil Uie «i.rld | -wl'ioillnii th^Ur *y" nut 

■ages ■i>uu' wluU kind nr flBllerv wit believal to iutvu the man inllii- 
aaiie Titli lb' qn«rn. Her celnil&l bemUy had tlwii " sUued tliraugliuut 
" all iIhumtM'' during ng lesi n ijnce tlum Hitr-Hvcn yws. 
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vidua! " censure," or opinion leapeLting the giiilt of the 
prisoner, and the punishment whuh he deserved: the 
queen received their report, and it was resolved that 
Eases should be sequestered from the exercise of every 
office which he held by patent, and should remain a 
prisoner at the royal pleasure*. El izalieth's anger was 
Dovr mollilied ; she persuaded herself ttiat she had not 
only hroUea the proud spirit of her iiiUen favourite, but 
had convinced the world, by the censure of the court, 
that she had not punished him beyond his deserts. Yel, 
as often as slie was solicited to show liim ftvour, some- 
thing infallibly happened to revive her displeasure, un- 
pleasant iiiteliigenee from Ireland, or the preteissiona of 
the knights whom he had made during the campaign, 
or, as was believed, the secret misrepre.seniations of the 
courtiers, who gave themselves out to the public as his 
friends. With respect to the earl himself, he devoted 
his time to exercises of religion, declaring that the teal's 
of his repentance had quenched the fire of his aiii>, ..i^n, 
tliat he had made an eternal divorce from the world, 
and that, if he still desired the royal favour, it was not &r 
any earthly object, but merely tliat he might quit this 
lil'e in peace with one whom he revered as the image of 
the Almighty. Elizabeth began to look with an eye of 

jxi\y compassion on the repentant sinner : she ordered his 
3. keeper to be removed; a month later she granled hira 

*"S* permission to leave his house at his pleasure ; but when 
' he solicited the favour of being admitted once only to 
her presence, a scornful refusal was returned, with an 
admonition that he was not yet free from her " indig- 
" nation,'" but must consider himself a prisoner under 
the charge of his own discretion f. 
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The sulimiasion and contrition so ver'ently maiiifeated 
bj Eaaex were, however, but a mask, under which he 
covered the turbulent workings of bis passions*. On 
his commitment, his fiiends, particularly the earl of 
Southampton and the lord Mounljoy, apprehensive for 
his life, had earnestly laboured to etTuct his csea])e. 
Soutliampton even offered to be the companion of bis 
fligiit, and the partaker of his fortunes in a foreign realm. 
But Esses resolutely replied that he would never eon 
descend to live in exile; be would either recover bia 
former j^reatness, or perish in the attemptt. 

Of the different pi-ojeeta which had offered themselves 
to bis mind, the most flattering, both to his pride and 
resentment, was that from which he had been diasuaded 
in Ireland, the forcible seizure of the royal person, and 
the banishment of his enemies from the council. With 
this view he now solicited the co-operation of the kini; of 
Scots, and of Monntjoy, who had reluctantly accepted 
the dangerous office of deputy in Ireland. If that noble- 
man gave, he soon recalled, his assent. He was willing 
to risk his life to save that of his friend; but the neces- 
sity had ceased; and, since his trial, Ei^sex was no 
longer in danger of dying by the axe of the executinnerj. 
The earl bore the disappointment with patience ; but at g^ 
Micliaelmas his monopoly of sweet wines expired, and 2 
his petition for a renewal of the lease was eluded by the 
queen, who replied that slle would first inquire into its 
annual value; that, when horses became unmanageable, 

'and rcWlion an suddenllx. u wrll pnreetha liim davddBorgonlereiLaDn 
"at ii|!h» njiide. In mj Imn aiMnmie, bs mWrni whuisb wortlas 

' leuve his pnMnis.^ Thank bMTBn I I «m mIo at home, mnd it ! eoln 

" tram thys niurca. Thi> atipuna n-pll knoin-lliD hii>v 10 hiimbk tUs 
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Not. it was usual to tame tlieii' spirit by slinling iheni in Iha 
2. quantity of theii' food. Ha petitionea a second time ; 
17. and slieappoinfedacommission lo conduct the monopoly 
for lier own beneSC. He waiteti till the 17lh of No- 
vember, tbeannivei'sary of lier coronation, wlien the 
courtiers were accustomed to crowd to her levee, to offer 
presents and addresses. On that day she received from 
Essex an humble and eloquent letter, well calculated to 
rekindle her affection, if a single spark were jet alive 
in her breast. This, in the shipwreck of his fortune, 
was the last plank to which he clung. It failed him. 
the letter remained unnoticed; and the unfortunate 
earl abandoned himself to the suggestions of dBSpair'. 

Hitherto he had lived in privacy and solitude : now 
the doors of Essex house ware thrown open to every 
comer ; his former dependants were summoned from 
the country ; and their number was recruited by the 
accession of bold and needy adventurers. At the same 
time he inviti'd the most zealous among the puritan 
preachers, whose daily sermons drew crowds of fanatics 
around him; and he proposed, to certain theologians, 
the question, whether it were not lawful, in the case of 
mal-administralion, to compel a sovereign to govern 
according to lawt. As another resource, by a trusty 
messenger he sent professions of his attachment to the 
king of Scotland, informing him that the earl of Not' 
tingham, Cetil, Raleigh, and Cobham, (he faction which 
ruled at court, were leagued to place the Spanish infanta 
on the throne at the death of the queen ; advised him to 
require the immediate recognition of his right tn the 
succession ; and promised on the arrival of the ambas- 

"In DD&vonrsi yetvtlh her ^9 njntie but Kn>w<"^ ilvs'hh to Hiuiir^i) |w- 
•■ pnlaryty, by tuning iiH en liailai by many of lliB Iliibillly.^B llietlel of 

" mnny ciitilsinsa nnd cKiiiliere, hiiiI the «liole unolt ii( I'urilamu. Inii>- 
•tniu^issn'Riftbihoiuilit liotlKiheQiwenoaiiil Hi. Scinelaiv ilnndin 
" lome ■wa of hyiii, and would makB Uym surer i( Oioy dnrif' PAtata 
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several pi w h h t-ges T 
least objectionable was, that they should proceed in .ggj 
force to the palace, that sir Cbristophei; Blount with his p^i^' 
party should take possession of the gate, sir John Davis 2, 
□f tbe great chamber, and sir Charles Davers of the 
guard ; and that the earl, with certain noblemen, 
snould throw himself on his knees before the queen, 
and refuse to rise till she had granted his petition. No- 



thing, 


however, was 


1 finally determii 


led ; and, while he 


waited 


with itnpatii 


inee for the ans 


iwer of ihe king of 


Scots. 


he was pi'ecipilated into a i 


new course by the 


Yigilan 


ce of the mil 


listers, whose suspicions had been 


excited iiy the cone 


»urse of people a 


t Essex house, and 


whose feais were no 


w confirmed by a 





tion from sir Henty Neville. To secretary Herbei't, 
who brought the earl an order to appear before the 
council, he replied that he was too unwell to leave his 
apartment: in o few minutes he received a nole from 
an unknowrt writer, warnin;^ him to provide without 
delay for his own safety; and this was followed by in- 
telligence that the guards had been doubled at the 
palace and in its neijihbourhoad. His only hope of 
success depended on expedition. During the night he 
despatched messengers to assemble his fdends ; on their 
arrival in the morning, he informed them that a plot 

• Birch. u.floa,50». 
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was laid for his life, and requested their company, while 
lie jivoceetied to the queea, and soliiuted her protection 
agoinst the malice of hia enemies. It wos Suniiiiy : at 
ten in the forenoon the lord mayor, ahtennen. and 
companies, would assemble at St. Paul's Cross; and he 
had determined to join Ihem at the eonplusion of the 
Bermon, and to call on them to follow him to the palace. 
To a pool observer the experiment must have appeared 
hazardous and uncertain : hut he was buoyed up with 
the belief of his own popularity, and the knowledge that 
a few years before the dnke of Guise, in similar circum- 
stances, had, with the aid of the Parisians, successfully 
braved the authority of hia sovereign. 
[, From the execution of this project he was diverted by 
an unexpected arrival. A little befoi'e ten he was told 
that Egerton, the lord keeper, the earl of Worcester, 
Knollys, the comptroller of the household, and the lord 
chief justice, stood at the gate, demanding admission. 
He gave orders that they should be introduced 1hrouj;h 
the wicket, but that sdl their attendants, with the excep- 
tioa of the purse-bearer, should be excluded. Egerton 
demanded the cause of this tumultuary meeting; to 
whom Essex, raising hia voice, replied, " There is a plot 
" laid for my life: letters have been counter t'eiteil in my 
" name ; and assassins have been appointed to muMer 
" me in bed. We are met to defend our lives ; since 
" my enemies cannot be satisfied unless they suck my 
" blood." " If such be the case," said Popham, " let it 
" be proved : wo will relate it fairly ; and the queen will 
" do impartial justice." After the mention of impartial 
justice, the earl of Southampton complained of the 
assault made upon him by the lord Grey; but was told 
that the guilty party had suffered imprisonment for the 
offence*. Egerton desired Essex to explain his griev- 

• In Ireland, Sonlhnmi>t<>n had jitU Ocey under arrest fur om nlxlii, 
" to DudtD wLlh edi otbur, yet Lhe loet weuke tM io. Gtey, v/lih snanj of 



H.,t.ab:,Googlc 



ances in primte : wlipn several voices uxcloinied, " Th^y 
" abuse you, my lord, tliey are unduiiig you. You luae 
"your tima." Egecton, tiiraiDg round and pntiing oa 
his cap, cummanded in the queen's name eiery man lo 
lay aside his arms and lo depart. But Essex immediately 
entered the house ; the lords followed; and the crowd 
shouted, " Kill them, keep them for pledges, throw tlie 
" great seal out of the window." Having passed through 
two rooms, guarded by musketeers, they were introduced 
into abkjl htl Id gtlmto 

have pat f h If h d red th d t be 

bolted, a d t t d h p t tl f 

Jolin Da C lly M k F T h I 

Owen S 1 h ) 

Retur gtotl tE dwb d 

rushed i t tl Ir- t 1 f 11 d b th If 

Rutland and Southampton, the lords Sandjs and 
Mounteagle, and about eighty knights and gentlemen ; 
to whom were afterwawls added, through friendship 
or fear, the eail of Bedford, the lovd Cromwtll, and 
ahouE two hundi-ed others. At Ludgate he prevailed on 
the guard lo let him (lass, protesting tiiat his object 
was to save liia life from the violence of lurd Cobham, sit 
Walter Raleigh, and their accomplices. But he found 
the streets empty : there was no meeting at St. Paul's 
Cross: and the citizens, in consequence of orders from 
the lord mayor, remained quiet within their houses. 
The earl proceeded, shouting, " For the queen, my mis- 
" tress!" till he arrived at the residence of Smith, one 
of the sheritfs, and, as he believed, his devoted partisan. 
But Smith was not to be found : his absence convinced 
the unfortunate nobleman of the failure of his plan ; 
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and, unable to connea!, hia agitation, he retired to a jiri- 
Tate room, to compose liis spirits. 

At court the earl possessed 6o many fvienGs, tliat 
the minister knew not whom to trust. By their oi'deis 
the guards were mustered ; the gates of tlie palace weie 
closad and fortified; and every passage in the neijih- 
bourliood wiis obstructed witli chains and carriages. 
The queen alone had the boldne^ to talk of goinj; in 
eearch of the insurgents. Not one of them would dare 
to meet a single glance of her eye ; they would llee at 
the very notice of her approach. About two in the 
afternoon lord Burghley with a herald, and the earl of 
Cumberland with sir Thomas Gerard, ventured to enter 
the oily in different quarters, and proclaimed Essex a 
traitor, offering a reward of 1000/. for his apprehension, 
and a full patdoa to such of his associates as should 
immediiitely return to their duty. The earl had by this 
time left the house of sheriff Smith, with blasted hopes 
and diminished numbers. Lord Burghley retreated 
before him : but he was repulsed by the guard at Lud- 
gate, and, returning to Quoeoliithe, proceeded by water, 
wilh fifty companions, to Essex house. Here his dis- 
appoiritraeut was converted into despair. The imprisoned 
lords, whom he had considered as hostages for his own 
safety, were gone. They had lieen liberated by the com- 
mand of his confidant sir Ferdioando Gorges, who 
sought by this service to purchase his own pardon. As 
a last resource be began to fortify the house : in a few 
minutes it was surrounded by the royalists under the 
lord admii'al. A parley ensued between sir Robert 
Sydney in the garden, and Essex and Southampton on 
the rcof. The demands of the carls were refused : but 
a respite of two houi-s was granted, that the ladies and 
theit female attendants might retire ; and about six, 
when the battering train had arrived from (he Tower, 
the summons was repeated. Loi'd Sandys proposed a 
desperate sally : they might either cut their way 
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(hiMugh the enemy, or die, as brave men onglit to die, 
with tlieir aworda in tlieir hands. But Eases, who atill 
eheriahcii a hope of life, consented to snrrtiidor on tho 
jjroniiae of a lair trial. That iiiglit the thief of llie pri- 
soners were loilged in Lambeth palace ; the nes.t mom- 
injt Ihey were conveyed to the Tower *. 

Tho preceding eveninR TIioiiiBs Lee, a soldier ofpeb. 
fottuno, hadoSeredhia services to sir Robert Cecil: four liU 
days latei" he was heard to say that, if tlie ftionds of 
Essex meant to save liim from the block, they shuuld 
petition for his pardon in a body, and refuse to depart 
till it had been ^^ranted. Sir Robert Ccoes communi' 
cated this, remark to the secretary: oi-dera were issued 
fur the apprehension of Lee ; and the pursuivants dis- 
covered him the same evening, in the crowd at the door 
of tlie presence cliamber, during the queen's supper. In 1^ 
tho morning he was arraigned on a charge of intending 
to murder the sovereign, and the next day sulTercd the 
death of a traitor. No man, who will read die report i4_ 
of his trial, can entertain a doubt of liia innocence. But 
his conviction produced this effect; it persuaded tho 
queen that her aafety was incompatible with the life of 
Essex t. 

In a few days the two earls were arraigned before the ig_ 
lord Buckburat, as lord-steward, and twenty-five other 
peers. Essex, looking round from the bar, said that lie 
aaw among the lords several who were known to be his 
personal euemios. These he should eliallenge ; it was 
the privilege of the lowest subject in the land ; it could 
not be refused to one belonging to the llrst order in the 
state. The judges were consulted, who replied tliat the 

•See Camden. 8t5. The Btnte TeIoIi. 1333-1^0. UID--14IS1. nnd 
nolEtK). 
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law had drawn a broad dii^tmctlon between peers and 
jurors. The former gave their verdict on tlicir honour ; 
and, as tliey could not be swora, so neither could they be 
challenged •. 

The indictment charged 1he prisoners with having 
iraaginedthe deposition and the dealli oi the queen. It 
was supported with great vehemence by the crown law- 
yers, Yelverton, Coke, and Bacon, who drew their ail- 
ments from the open and acknowledged fitcts that Essex 
and Southampton had imprisoned the four counsellors, 
bad entered the city in arms, had called on the inhabit- 
ants to rise, bad refused to disperse at the royal com- 
mand, inlimated by a herald at arms, had assaulted 
the military force posted at Ludgate, and had fortified 
and kept Essex house against the army under the com- 
mand of the earl of Nottingham. Essex replied that he 
did not speak to preserve his life— it was not worth the 
preserving — but ha stood there to preserve his honour. 
He had never entertained a thought of injuring the 
queen; nor were the acts assigned any proof of such an 
intention. If he had taken up arms, and liad invoked 
the aid of the citizens, he could justly plead that it was 
done llirough necessity. The lord C'obham and sir 
Waller Raleigh sought to take his life ; that the queen's 
authority aiFoi-ded little protection, had been shown by 
the late atrocious assault comtriittecl in the open street 
by the lord Grey on the earl of Southampton; and in 
such circumstances he eould conceive no other moans of 
safety than to repel force by the employment of ierce. 

In refutation of this plea it was urged tliat at Drury 
bouse tho conspirators bad proposed to sei£e the person 
oftlie queen, and to compel her to govern according to 
the pleasure of Esses; that the irruption into the city 
■W'as the result of that project ; aud that this fact would 

•Ciini<lDli.e4S.Tbepnres«ellice;:lltorOirD>d,NDllii^elj>illi.Slireus. 
tiuiy, Dorfjv. WDrMsM.i,CiiinberlnDJ,Sitasrt., H«;Ulinl.sn3Uiicoln:tbB 
slnwcK. M»[l^, CubliHtD, StuETotd. 

.. . ,. Jhandw, a, Jobnot l!letsD,Iiiitril. 
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Iha evil 
among t 

At tl: iry house the eorl lielrayed 

Bytnptor ^ ie had carefully desl.rojed 

evei'j Buspiclous paper, and lasted with entire conlldonca 
on the secrecy of his associates. However, he soon le- 
covered himself ; and, when sir Ferdinando Gorges ap- 
peared as a witness, examined him sharply, extorted frouk 
him an afiknowledgment that no injury was intended to 
the (jueeu, and inferred from his niannei' and hesitation 
that he had heeu tampered with in the Tower, andwas 
therefore un wort iiy of credit In conclusion lie observed 
that, whether the consultations at Drury house were cri- 
minal or not, was a question which did not concern him : 
they were held by other persons; he had nevei- been 
present. 

Southampton adopted a different line of defence. He 
maintained that, though many projects had heen men- 
tioned in these meeting;^, nothing had heen concluded ; 
that to consult was not io determine ; that there was no 
connexion between the meetings in question and the at> 
tempt to raise the city ; that the latter woae entirely 
from occurrences which could not have been foreseen, 
from the information of immediate danger to the life 
of Esses, and the imespected arrival of the four coun- 
sellorB *. 

As the trial proceeded the earl was reproached with 
having said that the kingdom was bought and sold. He 
vindicated the expression on the ground that sir Hubert 
Cecil, who ruled as if he were tho sovereign, had main- 
tained that the right of the infanta of Spain was equal 
to that of any other among the competitors. Cecil, who 
was present, but unseen, instantly started fi'om a [irivate 
box, and, having obtained permission to speak, insisted 
that the earl should either name Ihe person from whom 
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he received the information, or bo eoiilent to have his as- 
iertioii accounted a calumny. Essex refused; but in 
liis anxiety to repel tlie charge of fHlseboud, iemark«d 
that his fellow-prisoner bail heard it as well as himself. 
Tlie BGcretary, tufning to Southampton, conjured him 
by tbeir former friendship, and os he was a christian 
man, to name the informer. In this trying moment 
Southampton appealed to the court, whether it were 
consistent with reason or with honour that he should 
betray the secret. All replied in the aflirniative, and ho 
named sir Robert KnoUys, comptroller of tlie household, 
and uncle to Essex *. 

While a serjeant at arms was despatched for Knollys, 
sir Edward Coke arose, and accused Essex of hypocrisy 
and in'eligion, because, while he pretended to he a pro- 
testant, he had promised toleration to Blount, his futlier- 
in-law, a known catholic. The earl replied that the 
charge was false ; that he had always lived, and should 
die, aprotestant; Ibat be had never made any promise 
of toleration to Blount; but that he did not consider it 
an essential part of tlie reformed worship to put catho- 
lics to death on account of their religion t. 

When Knollys anived ho gave a new but unsatisfac- 
tory version of his conversation with the two earls. If 
we may believe him, wliat he had heard from Cecil, and 
bad repeated to his nephew, was not that the claim of the 
infanta had been maintained by Cecil, but by Doleman, 
who bad dedicated his book, to Essex. The ear! shortly re- 
plied that he had understood him in & very diflerent sense. 

• CaniElPD. S». Tlie FrcDcli tLinboseudor, who f^a preseeu gnvs ihAt 
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" Your misunderstanding arose," exclaimed the seci-e- 
tiiry, " fiom j our opposition to peane. It was your amlji- 
" tion that evei'y military man should look up to you as 
" his patron, and hence you sought to represent me and 
" the counsellors, who wished to put an end to the war, 
" as the pensioners of Spain *." 

To certain questions put by tie lords, the judges re- 
plied, that it was rebellion in a subject to attempt to 
raise a force which the sovereign could not resist; and 
that in every rebelliun the law supposed a design against 
the crown and life of the Kovereijin, beeauso it became 
the inteiest of a successful rebel that the soTereign 
should not reijrn nor live b> punish the rebellion. After 
an hour's deliberation the peers pronounced both the 
prisoners guilty. Esses observed that, as he should not 
solicit, so neither should he refuse mercy : that, though 
the lords had found him guilty according to the letter of 
the law, he believed that they had acquitted him in theif 
own consciences ; and that he hoped they would inter- 
cede for the life of his fellow-prisoner, who had oiFonded 
more through affection for him than through any other 
motive. Southampton followed. Hisonly ohjeethadheen 
to obtain redress for his friend, whom he believed to have 
been treated harshly. The law mijiht suppose in him 
the intention of deposing and killing the queen, but he 
knew that no such thought had ever suggested itself to 
his mind. His crime was a crime of ignorance. Yet he 
submitted to his fate, and threw himself on the mercy of 
the queen. He had spent the best part of his patrimony 
and endangered his life in her service ; and if, in pity of 
his ignorance, she were pleased to make him the object 
of mercy, ho should receive the favour with humility and 
gi'atitudo. 

The lord steward pronounced judgment; the edge of 
the ase was turned towards (he prisoners ; and Essex 

• WinwoQfl.i. 300. ComdTO.eM. 



Hosted bvGoogle 



3S0 El IZABEIH. LCflAP. «1- 

obserred, as he left (lie bar, that his body might have 
renileied better service to his sovereign ; hut U would bo 
as she pleased : if his death proved au advanlage to her, 
it vros well. He begged that Ashton, liia favourite uii- 
nister, might attend him ; made on apoloj^y to the 
eouncillora whom he hiid confined; and asked paril on 
of the lords Morley nod Delaware, whose sons, Ihough 
entirely ignorant of the plot, had been drawn by hivn 
into the same danger witli himself *. 

Esaex was followed lo the Tower by Dove, dean of 
Norwich, who exhorled him to make his peat^e with the 
Almighty by the confession ot liis treason. The eatl re- 
plied, thnt in what he had done he had commitied no 
offence against God. He attempted to justify his re- 
fusal to appear before the council by the example of 
David, who had disobeyed the summons from Saul ; 
and contended that his of^ce of earl marshal aulhorized 
him to reform the abuses in Ihe government. To Dove 
succeeded Ashton, who, it was believed, had previously 
received his leaeon from the secretary. Tliis perfidious 
divine assumed a bolder and harsher tone. He rejected 
the earl's protestations of innocence as ilie sinful eva- 
sions of a guilty conscience; and tluieateiied him with 
the vengeance of an onmiscient Judge unless he should 
make a full and sincere confession. Whether it was 
through the faarof death, or tlie menaces of the preacher, 
Feb. the spirit of Essex was at last subdued. He sent lor the 
2S. lord keeper, the treasurer, the admiral, and the secre- 
tary, solicited their forgiveness, and made an ample 
avowal of every ambitious and unlawful project which 
had entered his mind ; betrayed the secrets of the men 
whom he had seduced to aid him with their counsel and 
exertions ; and disclosed the object of the tiegociation 
between himself and the king of Scots. His confession 
filled four gbi^ets of paper : but its accuracy has been 

• Camiieii, 865 -85? Sl"ic Tiials, J350— 13K. 
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doubted; and bis assnniales complained tliat be iiod 
ioaded both liiraself and tbem ivitb evimes of wbich 
iieiliiei' be nor tbey were guilty *. , 

Tlie eyes of tbe pubbc were now Sxei on Elizabeth. 
Some persons roaintained that sbe bad not tbe bearC to 
put her fiivourite to death — her affee (ion would inftillibly 
master her resentment ; others, that she dai'ed not — 
i^venge mii;ht urge him on the scaffoW to reveal secreta 
d is fB|iii table to a maiden queen-t. But his enemies 
were industrious ; and, while tiiey affected to remain 
neutral, clandestinely employed the services of certain 
females, whose credulity had been formerly deceited by 
tbo eai'l, and ivhose revenge was gratilied by keeping ■ 
alive the irritation of their mistress. From tbem Eliza- 
beth heard bdes of his prolligacy, his arrogance, and 
his ingratitude to his benefactress, whom he had pro- 
nounced " an old woman, as crooked in mind as she was 
" in body J." This insult to her " divine beauty " sunk 
deeply into her breast, and, jointly with his obstinacy in 
refusing to sue for mercy, steeled her against the apolO' 
gies, the solicitations, and the tears of his friends. She 
signed the fatal warrant; but, with her usual indecision, 
first sent her kinsman, Edward Carey, to forbid, and 
then (ho lord Darcy, to hasten, its execution {. 

• WlmvKDd, 301. 303. State Triuli, 1480. lUS. 14J7- lUicli.il. i;S-r<SO. 

t'oibo'ni, MlsMllany.Sia. "Undnlifnl unrS! of n iul^Jecl," Jtirii'Igli 
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"In piibtlk." Iliid.SDS. Rulov, hoiieiEr. in 1il> inmioii, >nyi. ibnt ac- 
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Almiit eight in the morning Essex was led to the 
Fell, goaffuld, which bad been erected within the coutt of the 
Tower. He was otteniler! by three divines, whose words, 
to use his own espiession, liad ploughed up bis heavt. 
Never dill a prisoner behave with greater humility, or 
manifest a deeper sorrow. He acknowledged his 
numerons ti'ans';ression3 of the divine law; but when 
he came to his offence against the queen, he sought in 
vain for words to express his feelings. He called it " a 
" great sin, a bloody sin, a crying and infectious sin, 
" for which he begged pardon of God and bis sovereign,'' 
Whether he still indulged a hope of pardon, is un- 
certain; but it was remarked that he never mentioned 
his wife, or children, or friends ; that he took leave of 
no one, not even of his acquaintances then present, and 
that, when he knelt down to pray, lie betrayed consider- 
able tts^itation of mind*. The lirst stroke took from 
him all sense of pain; the third severed his head from 
the body. 

Thus, at the premature a^je of thirty-three, perished 
the gallant and aspiring Essex. At his first intro- 
duction to Elizabeth he had to contend asainst the 
dislike with which she viewed the son of a woman who 
bad been her rival, and a successful nvtsX, in the affec- 
tions of J-eieesf er. If be overcame this prejuiice. it was 
not owing to personal beauty or exterior accomplish- 
ments'!'. In these respects, if we except the exquisite 
symmetry of his bands, he was inferior to many gentle- 
men at court. But there was in him a ft'ankness of dis- 
position, a contempt of all disguise, an impetuosity of 
feeling, which prompted him to pour out his whole soul 
in conversation ; qualities which captivated the old 
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queen, fatisjued as sVie was with the cautious anil inea- 
sureil language of tlie palitii^ians around hev. She 
insisted on his constant presence aCcourt, and undertook 
to form the joung mind of her favourite: but iho scholar 
presumed to dispute the lessons of liis teacher ; and the 
.spirit with mhicii he opposed her thidings extorted her 
applause. In every quarrel his perseverance was vic- 
torious ; and bis vanquished mistress, in atonement for 
the pain ivhich she had given, loaded him with carcsies 
and favours. Hence he deduced a maxim, which, how- 
ever it might succeed for a few years, finally hrought 
hira to tlie scaifold — that the queen might be driven, but 
could not be led ; that her obstinacy might be subdued 
by resisionce, though it could not be softened by sub - 

Contrary to the lot of most favourites, he had enjoyed 
at the same time tlie affection of the sovereign and of 
the people. To the latter he was known only by the 
more dazzling traits in his character, hia aflubilily and 
profusion, his spirit of adventure and thirst of glory, 
and his constant opposition to the dark and insidious 
policy of the Cecils. Uis last offence could not, indeed, 
be disguised ; but it was attributed not so much to his 
own passions, aa to the secret agents of hia enemies, 
working upon his open and unsuspecting disposition. 
To silence these rumours, an account of his treason was 
published by authority, charging him, on his own con- 
fession, and the confessions of his ossoeiates, with a 
design to place himself on the tlirone. _ But the charge 
obtained no credit ; and the populaiily of the queen, 
which had long been on tlie wane, seemed to be buried 
in tlie same grave with her fevonrite. On her appear- 
ance in public, she was no longer greeted with the 
wonted acclamations ; and her counsellors were received 
with loud espressions of iflsult and abhorrence *. 

The death of Essex contributed to save tlie life of 

•OslncD, MiicaUui)',3l)<. BlroU, it 510. 
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South amploii. He wouldcease wbe an oljoct of appve- 
hension, when lie could bi: no lunger swayed by ibo 
counsels of his unfortunate friend ; and Cecil owed to 
liim some retui'n for the opportunity which lie had 
affordml him at the trial of rebutting tbo charge so con- 
fidently mode by Essex, But, though the ministers 
Bolicileil the queen in his favour, though they extorted 
from hei- a reprieve from the block, they could not obtain 
his discharge from the Tower. Cuffe, the secretary, aud 

Mar, Merrick, tlie steward of Essex, sutfered the usual 
I3« pmiishment of traitors ; which was commiiled into 
decapitation in favour of Blount, his step-father, and of 
Davers, the firiend of Southampton. For it was in this 
ill-ndvised enterprise, as it had been inthemoreatrociaus 
conspiracyof Babington: men risked their lives through 
affection for others. If Southampton adhered to Esses, 
or Davers to Southamplim, it was because they deemed 
it a duty prescribed by friendship, to live or perish 
tofrether *. 

The king of Scots, in consequence of his engagement 
with the conspirators, had previously appointed the earl 
of Marr.and Bruce, abbot of Kinross, his ambassadura to 
England. Thoushthe failure of the attempt ivas known 
in Edinburgh befove their departure, (hey were autho- 
rized to promise that Jaiwes would put himself at the 

Mar. head of the party, if there still remained any reasonable 
C- . prospect of success. They found the adherents of Essex 
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plunged ill the deepest despair, the people in a state of 
discontent, and Cecil possessing in reality the exercise 
of the sovereign power. Veiling their object, ihey con- 
gratulated the quean on her escape from the control of 
ihe conspirators ; affirmed in strong language the inno- 
cence of their master, not only as to that, but as to all 
other attempts against her hfe or authority ; requested 
in his name that she would pardon such of her subjects 
as were imprisoned for the sole offence of having visited 
hiai iu Scotland*, and demanded an addition te his 
annual pension, and a promise that nothing should be 
done to the prejudice of his right to the succession. 
James dared not hope for success in this negociation. 
He knew that Essex had betrayed the secret connexion 
between tliem, and he expected every bad office from the 
presumed hostility of Cecil. Under this impression he 
instructed the two envoys to inform the queen, when 
they took leave, that he would never give her any cause 
of complaint during her time, but that the day m us t come, 
'When there would e.'^ist no bar bettveen liini and the 
base instruments whom she trusted, and that from thera 
he would exact a severeaccountof their present injustice 
and presumption ■!■. But the envoys were spared the 
necessity of employing this meiutce. Cecil was a tlio- 
rough-bred politician, who measured his friendships and 
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8Q9 ELIZABETH. [CHAP. VII. 

enmities by his personal interest. When Elizabeth was 
tottoi'ing on the brink of the gi'ave, Ic ivas not I'or him to 
bi-avo the reaontmentofhersneeessor. How the recon- 
.ciliatiou was effected, Is not precisely slated: but the 
result appears to have been an agreement tliat all past 
causes of offence should befbrgiven, that the king should 
receive an addition of two thousand pounds to hia 
annuity, and that Cecil with the aid of the lord Henry 
Howard, should silently pave Ihe way for his auccessipa, 
at the death of Elizabeth. The aecrelary, however," 
required silence as an indispensable condition. Should 
the secret transpire, should even a suspicion be provoked 
of any concert between him and the Scottish king, the 
jealousy of Elizabeth would pronounce Cecil a tiaitor, 
and James a rival : and it should be i-emembered that 
the court contained many, who through interested 
motives would glodly infuse such notions inio the roval 
mind. This advice was approved and adopted. Tlie 
correspondence which followed between the parties, was 
carefully concealed from the knowledge of the queen 
and the courtiers, and generally passed through the 
hands of Ihe lord Henry Howai'd in England, and of 
Marr and Bruce iii Scotland. Cecil continued to act, aa 
if he had no eje to Ihe succession of James; and James 
affected to speak of him aa of one, from whom he had 

" ' , had betrayed the project for 
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AD IbO ] OPPOS T O-V TO MONOPOL ES 39 

h s eiease fro n p to vl ch t a lo d Mo ntjoy 

had forme ly ^ en 1 iebs t Tl ough that noble 
tDa 1 ad ondu ed tl e v r n I elind vitl a go r 
and bucce a vh h ra el h m o a 1 "I pre en ne ce 
abo e al former lep t es 1 e 1 ne v that be 1 ad easo i 
to dread tl e re entn ent of the q een and had nade 
e eij pejaraton to seek at tie first auiuno s, m 
a ylum on the co t nent Cec 1 ho vever conv need 
her tl it t stood not v th her ntereats to rr Eate a 
f-i our te general at the 1 ead of a etor us army 
D sen bl ng I er I nowledge of h gu It si e acqu ted 
h m n a Ion" -i d grac o s lette v h t e Ir al and 
exeunlion of Essex ; assured him that in her distress it 
afforded her consolation to think of his loyally and 
■ attachment; bejrged him to keep a watchful eye over 
the conduct of the ofBcers, who liad received commissions 
from his predecessor; Fnd instructed him to be pre- 
pared against the armament destined to iuvade Ireland 
from the coast of S[jain. In a short time four thousand Sepl. 
men. under the command of don Juan D'Aguilar, '■''■ 
arrived. They landed at Kinsale, fortified the town, 
and called on the natives to join them against a princess, 
who had been excommunicated and deposed by several 
succeeiling pontiffs*. 

Whilst Mountjoy assembled an array to oppose the 
invaders, Elizabeth summoned a parliament to meet at 
Westminster. Unwilling that men should notice her 
increasing infirmities, she opened the session with more 
than usual parade : but her enfeebled frame was unable O^K 
to support Ae weight of the royal robes ; and she was ^'^ 
actuiilly sinking to the ground, when the nearest noble- 
man caught and supported her in his arms. The only 
object of the minister waS to obtain a supply of money 
fur the Irish war; and his wish was gratified by the 
unexampled vole of four subsidies, and eight tenths and 
fifteenths. But if the memliei'S were liberal in their 
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grant to the crown, they were ohstinate in (JcTnonding 
the redress of their grievances. The jrreat subject of 
compliiiiit, both wlihiii and without the walls of purlia/- 
ment, was the multitude of monopolies bestowed by the 
< queen on her fuvoiiiites*. By a monopoly was under- 
stood a patent sig;ne<l by her, and vestin|^ in an individual, 
08 a reward tbr hia real or pretended serriecs, the 
eKclusive right of vending some particular commodity. 
This cuKtom began in the seventeenlh jear of her reign, 
and trrew in a short time into an intolerable abuse. If 
it supplied her with the means of satisfying importunnte 
suitors without cost to herself; yet, to the public, each 
patent operated as a new tax on tie consumer. Some- 
limes the patentee exercised the right himself; oflen he 
sold it to another; but in both caaea all subordinate 
venders throughout the kingdom were compelled either 
to purchase the article in the firat instance from the 
monopolist, or to pay him a yearly premium foi- the per- 
mission to sell it. Hence, wine, vinegar, oil, salt, starch, 
tin, steel, coals, and numerous other commodities, among 
■which were several of universal consumptioa and the 
first necessity, Iiad of late years been advani^eil to double 
the usual price; and the representativesof most counties 
and boroughs had been instructed, by their constituents, 
to demand the abolilisn of so oiipressive a grievance. 

gov. The motion was soon made : l)y the advisers of the 
crown it was met with the aj^uraent, that the granting 

20. of monopolies was a branch of the prerogative ; that 
whoever only touched the preri^ative, would incur the 
royal indignation ; that to proceed by bill was useless 
and unwise, because though the two houses might 
pretend " to tie the queen's hands by act of parliament, 
*• she still could loose them at her pleasure ;" and that 
the speaker was blameablj lo admit such motions, 
contrary to the royal commandment given at theopening 
of the session. It was, however, replied that the 
patentees were the blood-suckers of the commonwealth ; 
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that tho people could no longei- bear saeh buvdons ; that 
the dose of the last pai'liameut had shown how litlle 
redress was to be espei'ted from petiiinn ; and that the 
only Eui'e remedy was to abolish all monopolies by 
slatule. Tliis pevsevoranc* of the oominons shook Ihe 
resolution of the minister, Avho was tervified by the 
execrations of Ihe people as he hastened in his cari'iage 
through tlie streets ; and subdued the obstinocj of the 
qiieon, who, though she annually became move attached 
to what she deemed the rights of the craivn, yielded at 
length to his suggestions and entceaties. Sending fur Nov 
the speaker, she assured him, in the presenoe of the 21. 
council, tliat she never siq^ned a patent of monopoly till 
she had been to\A that it would prove beneficial to the 
nation; that she was under obligations to the members 
who had brought the abuse to her knowledge; that she 
would, by proclamation, revoke every patent prejudicial 
to the liberties of the subject; and would suspend all 
others till their validity should be ascertained in the 
eonrtsoflaw. The commons, happy to obtain redress 
without enga^ng in a contest with their sovereign, 
returned her thanks in language little short of blasphemy ; 
and Ceei! prided himself on the dexterity witii whieh he 
had satisfied the people, without surrendering the pre- 
rogative of the crowH*. 

In the mean while, the lord deputy in Ireland had 
united his forces with those of the president of Munster, 
and besieged D'Aguilar with his Spaniards within their 
lines at Klnsale. Tyrone watched the operations of Ihe 
besiegers. With six thousand natives, and about two 
hundred Spaniards, who had landed at Castiehaven, 
under the command of Ocampo. be hastened early in 
the morning to surprise the English ramp, ordering 
another party at the same time to convey a supply of 
provisions lo the besieged. But his project had been 
already betrayed to lord Mountjoy, and his advance was 

•D'EtvBS, 1i.611— 634. Tn^Mhend, Sa4. 230. SIS. . 
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retarded by t1io aiisietj of Ocampo to intfoduee eome- 
thing like rea;ukrity into the ranks of the natives. Ah 
the latter were crossing a brook, they were cliarged by 
a body of four hundred horse, and immeiliately Hed. 
The Spaniordd, abandoned by their allies, threw down 
their arms, crying misericordia j five hundred Irish were 
slain in the pursuit ; and the Neil, colleoling about two 
jgjj2,^l'ousand of his beat men. retiredinto the north. D'Agui- 
Jan. lar. convinced of the hopelessness of resistance, surren- 
2. dered Kinsale and the forts in his possession, and oli- 
tained permission to return to Coriinna with hia men, 
their arms, andaismunition. Elizabeth received tbe news 
Yfith warm expressions of gratitude ■ and a hope Wiis 
cherished, that by this sign 1 ne M tj y 1 d 

atoned for hia former disloyalty 

The departure of the Span 1 w f 1 d b th 
reduction of Monster. The s p y f tl E f,l 1 

force, and the destructive ra a„ f f m pi d 
the natives into despair: afte ft 11 

neither party gave quarter, re se ed t d 

and the conquerors remained d p t d p 

of a provipce, which was now b com b tt h 

extensive wilderness. From M Ty t,l t 

his usual asylum in the north b C tl dpi} U d 
him no leisure to breatlie i \ as t Uy 1 t d 
by the garrisons from Blocl t Charl m t d 
Mountjoy ; his followers perish d I h d d 1 ro 1 
extremity of want; and the S| t f tb O N 1 t 

last subdued. He offered t b t 1 bl 

terms: but the pride of Elizab tl ! d d 
ditiuhal suri-ender. 

In England the lords of the council laboured to mol- 
lify the obstinacy of the queen. They represented to 
her, that the Spaniards had lulopted bar own pulicy ; 
that they kept alive the llame of rebellion in Ireland to 
exhaust her finances, and detain her forces at home ; 

• Oimiieii, BSD— S92. WinivDoJ, 1363,3/0.373. Lodge, iu. 152. and 
MS. Uxun. 
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that for several years slie had been compelled U> main- 
tiiin in thnt island an army of twenty thousand men at 
an annual expense of more tlian?00,0(li/.; that she liibi 
it noiy in her power, hy a few tvillLn<j; concessiona, to 
relieve herself from this intolerable burden, and to se- 
ciue the English ascendency in Ireland. But they haij 
an additional reason which they dated not mention. 
They wished to effect the paciBcation of that kingdmn 
before her death ; lest the Spanish tnonarcli should ftnd 
there a powerful party already in arms to support his 
pretensions to the Irish, as well as to the English crown. 
After a long contest she began to relent : but it was still 
impossible to fix the indecision of her mind ; and each 
succeeding week new and contradictory inslructions 
were forwarded to the deputy. Mountjoy was |ierplexed: 
ho knew not wliat answer to give to Tyrone ; and the 
time was consumed in useless messages frona one to the 
other. But the moment he heaM that ihe Hfe of the 
queen was in danger, he sent for the Irish chieftain, ig 
who made his submission on his knees, renounced the 
title of O'Neil, and all dependence on foreign auti ority 
and solicited the restoration of his rights and h o a 
from the mercy of his sovereign. Mounljoy, return 
subscribed a full pardon for him and his folio vers 
and promised that his lands, with one or two e\ ept o s 
and his former title, should again be vested i h m by a 
patent from tile crown. From Mellifont they pioc eded 
to Dublin, where they first heard of the deatli of Eliza- 
beth. Tyrone burst into tears; hut, though he con- 
demned his precipitancy, iC was too late lo recede ; ha 
renewed hia submission ; and the few natives wlio re- 
fused to imitate his conduct, retiring lo the continent, 
souglit for support by fighting the battles of foreign 
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bad been deapatclied to cn:i=e off tlie coast of Spain. 
But a parraek of immense value moored under the 
castle in tlie small haibouv of Sesimbria, ofteied on 
irresistible tetcptalion. Tbey silenced the batteries-, 
carried off the prite, and returned wich it in tviumph to 
Plyraonth. In defence of this liolntion of Iheir orders, 
they pleaded that the fleet had been shattered by the 
VBRtlier, and that the plague was actually raging in two 
of the ships. The ministers were perplexed ; hut it was 
agi-ced to conceal the u'hele proceeding trom the im- 
mediate knowledge of the queen: every exertion was 
made to equip another squadron, and in a few days 
Monson sailed again to his former station. Six galleys, 
honever, commanded by Spinola, deceived his vigilanee, 
and creeping along the French coast, entered the 
Channel, There tliey were deserted by their good for- 
tune. Tiiey fell in with a squadron of Dutch and Eng- 
lish ships commanded by Mansell ; and the result of 
several successive actions was, tbat three were sunk, and 
theother three escaped into the harbour of Sluys. With 
this Tictory closed the naval operations of Eliza- 
beth's reign*. 

The time, so long dreaded by the queen, had at length 
arrived; when, to use her own expression, men would 
tmn their backs on the setting, to worship the rising 
sun. It was in vain that she affected the vigour and 
gaiety of youth; that, in opposition to the unanimous 
advice of the council, she persisted in making her auuuul 
progress; an<l tliat every other day she fatigued her 
Seirt. decrepit frame, with riding on horaehack to view Iha 
labours of tlie chase, and the other spoils of the field ■}■. 
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NonrtcooW conceal her age and infirmities from the 
knowledge of her sulyetts; the consequences of het 
approaching demise became the general topic of con- 
versation at court ; and every man wlio dared to give an 
opinion, was careful to name as lier successor tlie kirg of 
Soots*. Some apprehension, however, was exciled by 
Ibe myslerious silence of Cecil. No aitifiee could draw 
his secret from his breast. To every question he warily 
replied, that he was the minister of Elizabeth ; it was 
his duly to serve her ; he had nothing to do with tlia 
appointment of her Eucceasor. James also was true to 
his engagement. Many aClempts were made to elicit 
his opinion of the secretary ; but his auHwer was uni- 
formly the same ; that though he had no reason to rely 
on the services of that minister, yet he saw nothing in 
his conduct which proved him to he an enemy ■(". 

The apparent apathy of Cecil might damp, it did not 
extinguish, the eagerness of others. All who had any 

" Id t ia mlvl chamber df countref davacoB betor Ihe Q. M. vhiw is ex- 
"c^WJ pl*aM'i Ibi-mwitb." Loilgi-. iiJ. 143. Aj Lbigtime LItv uil^'tl 
!i>dnii<'wmToiirltf,lheyoaiii(earl<il'Claniicnrda. ••H«Ti'E«inb1»iniicb 
- - lobeafi.™itile.''Auii.l5, "He 
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■mlorPBmdlui." arp.2i. "HaiilnHprHaU hiaaririlblinBUIIi;, 
"but bath muT iliai sun and maligna if Nor. IT. •' Ha lii.ldrlU Btill : 
-inpoudETBOwilbhaiiiuibi.'* Dacls. MS. lalins. " Fl..ltFnT> >ay 

•'i»tkire'hi™'tn.«m^'aBl'ie'r™i1>^'i«?ic.«m°lo"^BlB'u™M^^ 
BcBiimcDl, Deo. 8. B/ inlslEike he la caDed anBcacIv In Von Baumin, 
IS. 185. 

• Seinvt eonvepondrnse, la;. Wean told tliMlnlhe aatiuonof lEDO 
llie IlilDlad daily an bDcaebaeh. sod eontiliued Ihi^ aporl luUK. Syd. Psb. 
ji.S13.3L4. 'l'lwlt>l)i»iiigwBiinTitaD.7iliAprl1.L6uit. " Oaltidimgnd 
•■ tti^^e iba CO\e qnHD) mllb'lh oDeD, willi Kraswr ihawaa of ahtlliy 
" tbap can tfell BLaDd *1tb het yeata. Mr. Seotelary avjtyei all ol impart 
" albeit uf Isle IDoeh alaant ^om IbB colirte add about Loudou, but Dot 

"urto^lbat may ba utrplaUe. Tbutber of tin coaDuyls la noblUtye 

■■ Mr. al tlie hong. Tisnluunberlain, asd onintnilier. (^.v of accoiiule ap- 
" ware then.. Mens huiDlanm ninllaUa nTide." MH.le«ler. 

f geen.4 cnnenuTirleiin, I7. 30. B3. Iji 193. " Kerer vbs the world 
*" botll willliu audi wiEbuutp quite Auely cozened, which nnivea liiat both 
^ hfKiHt man and eoad workmen have the caose In baudling, and tban- 
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thing to hope or fear from a new reign, sought to asaure 
James of Iheii- attachment, and to make liiin the ten<ler 
of tbeir sevvices. But of no imiiviiluals waa the seete- 
la;y more jenloua than of the earl of Northumberloiid, 
the lord Cobhnm, and air Walter Raleigh, who had l>een 
his asswaates against Easex, but were now hia opponents 
at court. All three met regularly at Durham house, 
undertook to form a pai'ty in favour of James, and 
through the duke of Lennox, the political opponent of 
Marr; asaured him of their readiness to hazard their 
Uvea and foitunea in his service*. Cecil was alarmed; 
and' the lord Henry spared not the most odious insinu- 
ations to ruin them iti the royal estimation. James was 
repeatedly warned to give no credit to their professions ; 
for they were men poor in fortune, and destitute of 
friends; without the ability, even if they had the will, 
to serve him ; atheists in principle, and capable of every 
crime to acpomplish their purposes. They might indeed 
aasume the garb of friendship, but they would prove 
enemies at heart: their object was to discover his 
secrets, that they mij^ht betray them, to procure food 
for the jealousy of the queen, that they might remove 
Cecil trinn her councils, and make themselves the 
irbiters of the succession*. 

It waa evidently the object of the two friends to con- 

• Ilia»urtJi Bhileto uotiee hf re Notlhimibcrinnd'ii oplnton of bts tno 
" knou ODi lluw bis beiul k aOi'cUii i bnt bv Iba lutter. nbmn siiU'ea 
■■ Haleliib'ioTorBlbniMMnryoni 

" ymir lime ibiUL coma, wui jiatbt ub aam lu an }Dii-mHCD gouii noi uiim 
"ytt ImoabliFiHlBfWEileM wt^at I knov; lluttlieiG iacxcelleDtgooilpqrtr 
*' dT ilAtUTv iu hbn i p. maa vliote Jora li dltHdvnuUgHhia lo ma la aomi 

« hnir at s ninu'a luaii ahould be aguloM jou tUM ffliaht be tar jrou,' 
Alkbi. tdL i. S7, SS. 

UbM. SS-JS. SR, B7- 107. Lord Herrr Ilwnnl crilla them "tbi 
■•(UBhti11cnUriplidlv,"|i. set and aftrnimcili, ■jirnklng of Cobbam iini 

" ctn^ Kbeu it eait up U«betu and Pblefsthoa," 133. 
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fine the royal favour to ihemaelves and their partisana. 
Under the moilesl pretence of imparting acUioe, they 
presumed to trace oul the plan of conduct, which James 
was to pursue; to designate the names of the persons, 
to whom, and to whom alone, application should be 
made fur support; and to dictate the contents of the 
very letters which should be written to them with that 
view*. They ventured even further. Experienc^e had 
taught them that Elizabeth might be governed by excit- 
injr imfounded alarms in her mind'l'; and they sought 
by similar ariificea to acquire the guidance of her ex- 
pected successor. Howard in his letters began to tnllc 

f pi t n he kln<r's hie and his rights ; told him 

tl t h L Id enemies in hia very court ; and in- 
t m t 1 ra pprehension thai the indiscretion and 
p ] d f h s queen, unless they received a timely 

h k gltp ove falai to the royal hopes J. James, 
h Id both the discernment io see the object of 

th le d the resolution to act in pursuance of his 

own judgment. Notwithstanding the prohibition of bis 
*■ secret cowespondents," he accepted with expressions 

"bnbiB llinl ia WMIJ,' t'^en iiDBgiuiilloii) p. M. IL tcquiiaa some 

Ha HienDB to laf, timt Ulwllvili bulLvu all tluu l> told lier! It JB mm- 

% IbiiL 14(l-lea. 3,;. They eomfloln or ih« Mug's clvmincy la 

" Eligiild tcscli him vliiall nriy jmllenra unms Into tha niEed." Tliay iliua 
oIlserVB tliatthBkimr'Blirt IDiiat bepreRrretl by mlxnelv; *'lbril caiilLDC 
" bfl from ttiv maniMT lu vliidb jnstite 'a atlado\itm:^t' p. S9Zk V npiieim 
f^ijm MJ4. -leUcTd Id QiypoiHialaQ thut Di-LjiLuklud IvtiaeoipLuyi-d by 

caiLtt- Oae mauiDQ coming; ^hd nom bis cbiinibifT inla Ibc abup of Ilia 

on jLlBv]EAmiEi:>titRi,aDaw^eil tba.LhHbadiiiHiLaainJiitnke. and killed Iba 

Id Ilia miiid ot JamvB. He bcliI Jbr Iba rLiimcf Ikiki at tlvUiU^k Itam 
Fl.irrlKH'.sudlHdnivd Iha qiU'an ti> miuicu liial llie niuvd.^I«r ■hi.iilil ba 
hanijerl tu tJcuLlaail.ut pill iuM hrr bauda. Uut Jsmet uteil iI.m n<:>u'a 

tbe wiOe of Ediubiuil^ 
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*f gratitude and good will the offei's of Northumberland; 
received graciously those who came to make to liira the 
tender of their services; authorbed them to canvass 
among their fdends in hi^ favour*; and intimated, or 
caused it to be ialimnted, to Cecil and his associate that, 
ill place of dark and mysterious hints, he expected a 
loore open manifestation of the consptrators and of their 
designs ; and that he considered as a i^ersonal insult the 
irreverent language, in which (hey had spoken of his 
caniioi'l. They hastened te apologise, applauding bis 
sagacity and foresight, and prayini^ him to excuse their 
own alarms, which had proceeded solely from attach- 
ment to his person, and solicitude for his interests')'. 

The question of the succession was as warmly agitated 
amung the exiles abroad, as among the courtiers and 
politicians at home. Tbe reader is acquainted with the 
plan of the Spanish faction, to place the infanta on the 
English throne. As long as slie was at liberty to marry 
either the king of Soots, or an English nobleman, it was 
hoped that the nation might be induced to admit lier 
claim : but from llie moment of her union with the 
archduke Albert, tlie most sanguine of her partisans 
began to despond. After tlie death of cardinal Allen, in 
1394, Persons left the court of Spain to reside at Rome. 
He now professed to limit his views to the succession of 
a catholic sovereign ; who that sovereign might be was 
not for him to determine ; it was a quaslion which he 
left to the decision of the ponliif, the neighbouring 
princes, and tlie people of England J. But there eould 

• Alkin.vnl.i, lOS. "TImS!imI!«s K. hatli 1110117 >cilllcil,^R In Ennland, 
" Uint Inbunr En maKe an prluelLmlnLeu^lild idrtydgaliiBllwr mitjesiUia 
"diHKndi-.uGKrvEtiitall ]m>4i-Dlfr aecuiitle muler llie hliiAi'BDivne ImnU fi»r 
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be no doubt that, on the death of Elizahetb, many com- 
petitoia ivould appear; and, that ou sui'.h an wcBsion 
the cathohc monarchs, in union with the cathoUc Oiitives, 
might form a powerful pftrt.y in favour of a catholic 
claimant. Attempts had formerly been made to steal 
away the lady Arabella Stuart as a dangerous rival to 
the infanta: she now became the favourite of the fac- 
tion ; it was proposed that she should many the cardinal 
Farnese, who could trace his descent from John of 
Ghent ; and that all cntbolics should be eshorled to sup- 
port their united pretensions. When this visionary 
Bcheme was suggested to Clement VIII., he appeared 
to entertain it with pleasure, but was careful not to com- 
mit himself by any public avowal of his sentiments. 
He signed, indeed, two breves addressed lo the English 
nobility and clergy. But in them he mentioned no 
name. He merely exhorted the catholics to refiiss 
their aid lo every claimant, yho would not promise to 
support ttie ancient worship, and to take the oath which 
had formerly been taken by the catholic monarchs. 
These instruments were forwarded to the nuncio at 
Brussels, and through him to Garnet the superior of the 
Jesuits, with an injunction tu keep them secret till the 
death of Elizabeth. Garnet obeyed ; and, on the suc- 
cession of the king of Soots, prudently committed them 
to the flames *. 

Id ifa« earluf Angui. fan. 2i, 1600. Flowden's lleinarks m V!aaiisi,X& 
g«»l>l»Win»'nod,L388. 
• Leiun WOitat, n. 309—509. HiiIIgi'b M^inaiTs. SSD. One gnat 

liitsn tu any 0'»r«ire> tram iKsjunish p»rty. Whan AklatHundtni 
Bngliested 10 lilm. Hut he and Phlliv ml^ht ceiuult ti^tfaer on lli« sab- 

TmLs pnllgnex pnr leg je^ultei re^jinlvlvut Id rcp| d*£f I'Ht'iMi, et ceio. qui 

Pi^nims, h<iwev^(lia''uor(U*pid° Abwt tt.cee ioonUis h^^fu'te llieqiieeD'a 
deatll, he tenev/eH Ule prapasal lo llu cardlniU D'OsHaL, apd appaiu ia 
hav0 bn>ii];lit him awe to hia opbiion- Tjid. 580, 
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The opposite fiction, under the nontrol of Paget nod 
his friends, pursued a contrary course. Their original 
object had been to support the claim of tlie Scottish 
queen. At lier death all her rights devolved on her 
son. Hira thei-eforo tliey acknonleilged for heir ap- 
parent to the English crown ; and from his gratitude or 
his justice promised themselves the mitigation of their 
sufferings, and the toleration of their religion. Affect- 
ing the praise of loynlty and patriotism, they openly 
condemned the conduct ■of Peraons and hia adherents; 
they even submitted to act the part of spies, and be- 
trayed the plans and proceedings of their adver^iaries to 
both the English and Scottish governmonis'''. But in 
England Paget possessed Htcle influence among the 
catholics, who looked upon him as one of the originators 
of Bahington's plot, and the cause of all the evils which 
had sprung from it ; whilst his adversary Persons, fiom 
the hii;h consideration which he enjoyed among his 
brethren, exercised extensive authority over a portion of 
the missionaries. This induced several secular clergy- 
men to consult together: they pei-suaded themselves 
that the present severity of persecution had been 
sharpened at least by the proceedings of the Spanish 
faction ; and, forming themselves into an association, 
resolved to petition for the appointment of catholic 
bishops, that, like their brethren in other countries,- they 
might live under episcopal authority, and might he 
more widely separated from the men, whose connexion 
with the leaders of the opposite party had rendered Ibem, 
whether justly or unjustly, objects of suspicion to the 
queen. At first Persons supported, soon he opposed, 
their design ; instead of several bishops, one archpriest 
was appointed ; and he received secret instructions to 
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consult the proyiiicial of the Jesuits in Engl mil on al! 
points of partieular importance It la plim liom the 
subsequent coni]uct of Clement, thiit the pontiff sought 
only to put an eni) to the dissensions among the mis 
sionaries : hut the projectoi^ of the meast re had in view 
a great political object. The\ had persuaded themsehes 
that by subjecting all the secular pne«t». to the go\ern 
ment of a single superior attached to their party, thoy 
should be able, at the death of the queen, to employ the 
influence of the whole body in support of a favourite 
candidate for the crown'. But their hopes were deceived. 
The appointment gave dissatisfaction, several clergy-Oct, 
men appealed from the authority of the archpriest, and 5. 
sent deputies to Rome to prosecute the appeal. Clement, 
after a long hearing, listened in part to their complaints. 
For, though he confirmed Blackwell, the new supeiior, 
in his office, he reprimanded him for his intemperate 
conduct, and forbade him, for the sake of peace, to ask 
or receive, in the discharge of his duty, the advice of 
Garnet, or of any of his brethren +. 
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and mysterious understanding with the popish miijEiou-- 
ariea; aud Cecil deemed it necessary t« furnish pubUo 
and unequivocal proof of his orthodoxy. A proclama- 
tion was isJiued in the name of Elizabeth, in which sho 
noticed the division of the catholic clergy into two par- 
ties, one of tlie Jesuits and their adherents, the other of 
the seculai' priests, their opponents. The former she 
pronounces traitors, without any exception ; the latter, 
though less guilty, are disobedient and disloyal subjects, 
who, under tlie vizard of a-pretended conscience, steal 
away the hearts of the simple and oomnion people. She 
then compldns that, in consequence of her clemency 
towards both these classes of men, they even " adven- 
" tuced to walk the streets at noon daj," and carried 
themselves so as to bieed a suspicion that she proposed 
to grant a toleration of two lehgions, though God knew 
that she was ignorant of any such imagination, and (hat 
no one had ever ventured to suggest it to hei. In con 
elusion, she commands all jesuits, and all piiests, their 
adherents, to quit the kingdom within thiity da)s, and 
all others, their opponents, within three months, undei 
the peril of suffering the penalties enjoined by law 
against persons who bad leceived ordination bj autho- 
rity of the bishop of Rome*. 

The proclamation was followed by the oslalilishment 
of a new commission, for the sole purpose of banishing 
1603.'the catholic clei^men. It consisted of the archbi&hop, 
J^"- tho lord keeper, lord treasurer, and several olhei eoun 
sellors and judges, of whom six were a sufficient num 
ber to form a court. They were empowered to call 
before them every priest whom they thought proper, 
whether he were in prison or at large, and, without ob- 
serving any of the usual forms of trial, to send him into 
banishment, under such conditions and limitations as 
they might choose to prescribe t. These proceedings, 
though they woie the semblance of hostility, were 
bailed by many of the missionaries as the c 
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ment of a new era; the distinction admitted in the pio- 
olamation, and the discretionary power given to the 
judges, encouraged a hope of further indulgence ; and 
they resolved to deserve it, hy presenting to the queen 
a prolfistation of civil allegiance, drawn in the roost 
ample and satisfactory form. In this instrument they 
declared, 1°. that she had a right to all that civil autho- Jan. 
rity which was possesseil by her predecessors ; that 
they were bound to pay to her the same obedience in 
civil causes which catholic priests had ever been bound 
to pay to catholic sovereigns; and that no authority on 
earth could discliarge them from that obligation: 2°. 
that in cases of conspiracy and invasion, even under 
pretence of restoring the catholic religion, they conceived 
it their duty to stand by her against all her opponents, 
and to reveal to her all plots and treasons which might . 
come to their knowledge: 3°. that, were any excommu- 
nication to be issued against them, on account of their 
performance of tliia duty, they should look upon it as of 
no effect: and lastly, tliat by this protestation of their 
loyalty, tbey did not trench upon that obedience which 
was due to the spiritual Buprempcy of the pontiffi but, 
as Ihey were ready to shed their blood in defence of 
tlieir queen and country, so would they rather lose their 
lives than infringe the lawful authority of the catholic 
church *, What iulluence such an address might have 
had, we cannot tell : it never reached the hands of the 
queen ; she was no longer in a condition to reward, or 
to punish. 

Elizabeth had surprised the nations of Europe by the 
splendour of her course ; she was destined to close the 
eveiiiog of her life in gloom and sorrow. The bodily 
infirmities which she suffered may have been tlie conse- 
quences of age ; her mental afflictions ajre usually traced 
by historians to regret for the execution of Essex. That 
she occasionally bewailed his fata, that she accused her- 
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self of precipitation and oraelty, is not improbable ; but 
there were disclosures in hia confession, to which her 
sulisequent melancholy may with grealei- probability be 
ascribed. Fi'om that document she learned the unwel- 
come and distressing truth, ihat she had lived too long ; 
that her favourites looked with impatienue to the mo- 
ment which would ftee them from her control ; and that 
the very men on whose loyalty she had hitherto reposed 
with confidence, had already proverl unfairhful to her. 
She became pensive and taciturn ; she sate whole (lays 
by herself, indulging in the most gloomy reflections; 
every rumour agitated her with new and imnginaty ter- 
rors; and the solitude of her court, the opposition of 
the commons to her prerogative, and the silence of the 
citizens when she appeared in public, were taken by 
her for proofe that she had survived her popularity, and 
was become an object of aversion to her subject,8. Un- 
derthese impressions, she assured the li'rench ambassa- 
dor that she had grown weary of her very existence*. 
1601. Sir John Hanington, her godson, who \isited the 
Ort. court about seven months afier tile death of Essex, has 
8- described, in o private letter, the state in which he found 
the queen. She was altered in her features, and re- 
duced tfl a skeleton. Her food was nothing but man- 
chet bread and succory pottage. Her taste for dress 
was gone. She had not changed her clothes for many 
days. Nothing could please her ; she was the torment 
of the ladies who waited on her person. She stamped 
with her feet, and swore violently at the objects of her 
anger. For her protection she had ordered a swoid to 
he placed by her tible which she often took in her 
hand, and thrust with violence into the tapestry of her 
chamber. About a year laler he returned to the pa- 
]gD3_lace, and was admitted to her presence. " I found her," 
Dee, he says, " in a most pitiable state She bade the arch- 
27. " hiahop ask me, if 1 had seen Tyrone. I replied, with 
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I, that I liad seen him with the lord deputy. 
She looked up with much cliolei- and grief in her 
countenance, and said, ' O. now it mimleth me, that 
' yuii was one who saw this mail elsewhere ;' and 
hereat she dropped a tear, and smote her bosom. She 
held in her hand a golden cup, which she often put to 
her lips : but, in truth, her heart seemed too fall to 
" need more filling V 

In January she was troubled with a cold, and about 1603. 
the end of (he month removed, on a wet and stormy day, ^f."' 
from Westminster to Richmond. Her indisposition in> 
creased : bul, with her characteristic obstinacy, she re- 
fused the advice of her physicians. Loss of appetite was 
accompanied with lowness of spirita, and to add to her 
distress, it chanced that her intimate friend, the coun- 
tess of Nottingham, diedt. Elizabeth now spent her 
days and nights in sighs and tears"; or, if she conde- 
scended to speak, she always chose some unplensa.nt 
and irritating subject; the treason and execution of 
Essex, or the reported project of, marrying the lady 
Arabella into the fiimily of lord Hertford J, oi- the war 
in li'eland and the pardon of Tyrone. In the flist week 
of March all the symptoms of her disorder were consi- 
derably aggi'avataj: she lay during some hours in a Mar. 
state of stupor, rallied for a day or two, and then re- ^^' 
lapsed. The council, ha-ving iearned from the physicians 
that her recoveiy was hopeless, prepared to Mfil their 

• NtigasAnliquiB.Sn.SM. He nids, ';slie ruled most srictonsly at 

-Sewaliiien liave'b»n iBut to. uudnhen re udy It liaud, hi^r 1il|jl>aeM 
"hothdlnnissadlhemiogreolBJismi bul who aliall my ' your highnesi 
**hiilhfi>Tgottea'?" 

to Elicalnth, but not deliyand by Ihu floiiDleas, who rovejilcd lier Irea- 

f *■ Somo grEiit perionflDeflhHUre(tliBrlb uTHenrbrde'byDtmaBTSiina^ 
• Hire bsyiiiK lately deaj,! jroiioiH a matita^ bBlwoma lijm and Af 
■■ bella." Aiw. S6, IMS. Bfoumool, in bis despatches of (ha begitminK 
of tha next year, wyi thnt shs wisbea » inarty loril Hottlbid'* grandBoo. 
IKiiih. it But OeiMl defeoled these plans by eonftatn); bet u Sbeiilt 
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engagements with tbeting of Scols, l>y pi'oviding fat 
his jieaceable succession to the Ihiona. The lord ad- 
mirai, the lord kpeper, and thfi seci'etary, remained 
with the queen at Richmond: the olhevs repaired to 
"Whitehall. Orders wei'e issued foi- the immediate ar- 
rest and transportation to Holland of all vagrants and 
unknown persona found in London or Westminster ; a 
guard was posted at the excheiiuer ; the great horses 
wore brought up from Reading; the court was supplied 
with arras and ammunition ; and several gentlemen, 
" hunger-starved for innovation," and therefore objects 
of suspicion, were conveyed prisoners to the Tower ', 

The queen, during th p fh d' d 1 d 

been alarmed at th j h to by 

her imagination. A b do 

retuiD to her bed , ot d a 
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ment. The bishops, and the loids of the council advised 
and entreated in vaint. For them all. with the excep- 
tion of the lord admiral, she expressed the most profound 
contempt. He was of her own blood : from him she 
consented to accept abasiu of broth: but when he urged 
her to return to her bed, she replied, that, if he had seen 
what she saw there, he would never make the request. 
To Cecil, who asked if she hnd seen spirits, she an- 
swered, that it was an idle question beneath her notice. 
He insisted that she must go to bed, if it were only to 
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ealiify hec people. " Must ?" she exclaimed, " is mvst a 
" wurd to be addiessed to princes? Little man, little 
" nian, tliy lecher, if he bad been alive, dui'sl not have 
" used that word : but thou art grown presmnptuoud 
" because thou knoweat that I shall die." Ordering the 
olliers ta depart, she called the lord admiral to her, say- 
ing in a piteous tone, " my lord, I am tied with an iron 
"' collar about my neck," He sought to console her, but 
she replied, " no : I am tied, and the case is altered 

At the commencement of her illness the queen had 
been heard to say that she would leave the crown to the 
right heir: it was now deemed advisable to elicit from 
her a less equivocal declaration on behalf of the king of 
Scots. On the last night of her life the Ihiee lords jj^^^ 
waited upon her ; and, if wc may believe the report cir- 23. 
culated by their partisans, received a favourable aiiswer. 
But the mwd of honour who was present has left us a 
vei7 different iale. According to her narrative the per- 
Bous first mentianad to the queen by the lords were the 
king of France aiid tho king of Scotland. The queen 
neither spoke nor stirred. The third name was that of 
the lord Beaucharap. At the sound her spirit was roused ; 
and she hastily replied, " I will have no rascal's son in 
" my seat')'." Tliev were the last words which she ut- 
tered. She i-elapsed into a state of insensibility, and at 
three the next morning tranquilly breathed her last J. 24. 

■ I am iiukbled Id the Bnrae fftir vrit«rfljrtbiacoDTf>r9Btiaii ■ucbrnnO' 
levlsLic of thH qneeii. Camdeji hdd tieariL of iu couolu^in. biitflidiwt 
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By six, the lords from Ricbmond joined those in Lon- 
don ; and a resolution was talien to proclaim James as 
heir to the queen, both by proximity of blood and by her 
own appointment on her death-bed *. 

In the judgment of her contemporaries, and that 
jmigment has been ratified by the consent of posterity, 
Elizabeth was numbered among the greatest and the 
most fortunate of our princes- The tranquillity which, 
during a reign of nearly half a century, she maintained 
within her dominions, while the neighbouring nations 
were convulsed with intestine dissensions, was taken as 
a proof of the wisdom or the vigour of hev goverament; 
and her successful resistance against the Spanish mo- 
narch, the severe injuries which she Inflicted on that 
lord of so many kingdoms, and the spirit displayed by 
her fleets and armies, in expeditions to France and the 
Netherlands, to Spain, to the West, and even the East 
Indies, served to give to the world an exalted notion of 
her military and naval power. When she came to the 
throne England ranlied only among the secondary king- 
doms; before her death it had risen to a level with the 
first nations in Europe. 

Of this rise two causes may be assigned. The one, 
though more remote, was that spirit of commercial en- 
terprise which had revived In the reign of Mary, and 
was carefully fostered in that of Elizabeth hy the pa- 
tronage of the sovereign and the co-operation of the 
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t It be eSts were not confined to tlie tradiug and 
f 1 saes, the two interests more immediately 

d It gave a new tone to ttie public mind, and 
(1 S sud w energy throuijli all ranlts of men. Tlieir 
views became expaiided ; tlieir powers were called into 
airtion ; and the example of successful adventure fur- 
nished a powerful stimulus to tlie talent and industry of 
tlie nation. Men iu every profession looked forward to 
wealth and independsnce ; all were eager to start in the 
race of improvement. 

The other cause may be discovered in the sjstem of 
foreign policy adopted by the ministers; apoliey, mdeed, 
which it may be difficult to reconcile with honesty and 
good faith, but which, in the result, proverl emmontly 
successfal. The reader has seen tliem peipetually on 
the watch to sow the seeds of dissension, to foment the 
spirit of resistance, and to aid the etfoits of rebellion in 
the neighbouring nations. In Scotland the authority of 
the crown was almost annihilated ; France was reduced 
to an unexampled state of anarchy, poverty, and distress; 
and Spain beheld with dismay hei' wealth continually 
absorbed, and her armies annually perishing among the 
dikes and sand-banks of the Low Countries. The de- 
pi'essiou of these powers, if not a positive, was a relative 
benefit. As other princes descended, the Englisli queen 
appeared to rise on the scale of reputation and power. 

In what proportion the merit or demerit of these and 
of other measures should be sliared between Elizabeth 
and her counsellors, it is impossible to determine. On 
many subjects she could see only with their eyes, and 
bear with their ears ; yet it is evident that her judgment 
;e frequently disapproved of their advice '. 
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after a long struggle, they submitleil to lier 
wisdom 01" cb^tiiiacy ; sometimes slie was tervified or se- 
duced into the surrender of her own opinion; generally 
a compromise was effected by mutual concessions. This 
appears tjjhavehappenedon most debates of importance 
and particularly with respect to the treatment of the un 
fortunate queen of Scots. Elizabeth may perhaps bave 
dissembled ; she may have been actuated by jealousy or 
haired; hut, iE we condemn, we should also remember 
the aits and frauds of the men by whom she was sur- 
rounded, tlie false information which they supplied, the 
imaginary dangers which they created, and the de- 
spatches which they dictated in England to lie forwarded 
to tho queen through the ambassadors in foreign courts, 
as tlje result of their own judgment and observation *. 

It may he that the habitual irresolution of Ehzabeth 
was partially owing to her discoiery of such practices : 
but there is reason to believe that it was a wealtness in- 
herent in the constitution of her mind +. To deliberate 
appears to have been her delight, to resolve her torment. 
Slie would receive advice from any, from foreigners as 
well as natives, from the ladies of her bed-chamber no 
less than the lords of her council ; but her distrust begot 
hesitation ; and she always suspected that some inte- 
rested motive lurked under the pretence of zeal for her 
service. Hence she often suffered months, sometimes 
years, to roll away before she camo to a conclusion ; and 



i Complulnu of ]Hr irH£DlaUtrii perpetoiiUT oecai Jd tlifl pilTaCa l^rtuK 
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then it required the same industry and address to keep 
her steady to het purpose as it had alreidy cost to bring 
lier to it. Tlio ministei's in their confidential coire 
spoiidence, perpetually lamented this infirmity m the 
queen: in public they emplojed all their ingenuifj to 
skreen it from notice, and to givo the semblance of wis 
dom to that which, in their own judgment they charac 
terined as folly *. 

Besides irresolution, there nas in Elizabeth another 
quality equally, perhaps ruoie moit fjing to her eoun 
Bellors and iiivouriteB, her caie to improve hei leienuc 
her reluctance to part with hei money That fhigality 
in a sovereign is a virtue deserving the highest piaise 
cuuld not be denied ; but they contended that in their 
miatresa, it had degenerated mto pai simony if not into 
avarice. Their salaries were, indeed, low: she distri- 
buted her gratuities with a sparing hand ; and the more 
honest among them injured their fortunes in her service : 
yet there were others who, by the aale of places and of 
patronage ■(■, by grants and monopolies, were able to 
amass considerable wealth, or to spend with a profusion 
almost unexampled among auhjects. The truth, how- 
ever, was, that the foreign policy of the cabinet had 
' plunged the queen into a gulf of unfathomable e':peuse. 
Her connexion with the insurgents in so many different 
countries, the aupport of a standing army in Holland, 
her long war with Spain, and the repeated attempts to 
suppress tlie rebellion of Tyrone, wero continual drains 



J. 199. m 



2(a Sic Tlmmas Smith aomnlalQeil Is tbe lati tnusii 



numacoble ptDoh nratobe mot nUblDiliEletlstiaruinlpeiuii 
i Tbe aula al patconagc elUuded r^ieo talhe Indies of the eou 
alaller la Birch il Bpr«in thai leiLv Edmonili hud lefaBsd tli 
low. Ca liet ialerMl with thx qiwen la a hiu8« in cliaoce.y. -■ 

Bbb aUa iJllla^^ud Ki. 111. M S. 
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Upon the treasury, which the revenue of the crown, with 
every adventitiouB aid of subsidies, loans, fines, and for- 
feitures, was unable to supply. Her povecty increased, 
a& her wants mulliplieil. All hor efforts were cramped ; 
expeditions were calculated on too limited a scale, and 
for loo ahoi't a period ; and the very apprehension, of pre- 
sent, served only to entail on her future and enormous 

An intelligent foreigner had described Elizabeth, while 
she was yut a subject, as haujihty and overbearing; on 
the throne she ivas careful to display that notion of her 
own importance, that contempt of a\\ beneath her, and 
that courage in the time of danger, which were charac- 
teristic of the Tudors. She seemed to have forgotten 
that she ever had i. mother, but was proud to remind 
both herself and others that she was the daughter of a 
powerful monarch, of Hcary VIII. On occasions of 
ceremony she appeared in all her splendour, accompanied 
by the great officers of state, and with a numerous reti- 
nue of lords and ladies, dressed in their most gorgeous 
apparel. In reading descriptions of her court we may 
sometimes fancy ourselves ti'an sported into the palace of 
an.eastern princess. When Hentzner saw her, she was 
proceeding on a Sund y f om 1 c o vn ipartn e t to tl e 
chapel. First appea d t numbe of gentleme barons 
earls, and knights of the garter tl en came the ebon 
cellor with the seals bet een t vo lo da ca ry ng he 
sceptro and the sod El 7abe h folio ved a d 
wherever she cast he yes the spectators insta tlj fell 
on their knees. She as then her xt> fifth j ear 
Sho wore false hoi of a ed cnlour, surmo inted via 
crown of gold. The wrinkles of aye were imprinted on 
her face ; her eyes were small, her teeth black, her nose 
prominent. The collar of the garter hung from her 
neck ; and her bosom was uncovered, as became an tin- 
married queen. Her train, of great length, was borne 
by a marchioness ; behind her followed a number of no- 
ble ladies, mostly dressed in white ; and on each sido 
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stood a line of gentlemen pensioners, with their gilt bat- 
tle-axes, and ill splendid uniforms. 

The traveller next proceeded to the dining-voom. Two 
gentiemen enteied to lay the cloth, two to bring the 
queen's plate, salt, and bfead. All, before they ap- 
proaobed the table, and when they retired from it, made 
three genuBexiona. Then came a single and a married 
liidy, performing the same ceremonies. The first rubbed 
the plate with bread and salt ; the second gave a morsel 
of meat to each of the yeomen of the guard,*who hrongiit 
in the different courses ; and at the same time the hall 
echoed to the sound of twelve trumpets and two kettle- 
drums. But the queen dined that day in private ; and, 
after a short pause, her maids of honour entered in pro- 
cession, and with much reverence and solemnity look 
the dishes from the table, and carried them into an 
Inner apartment *. 

Yet while she maintained this state in public and in 
the palace, while she laught the proudest of the nobility 
to feel the distance between themselves and their sove- 
reign +, she condescended to court the good will of the 
common people. In the country they had access Co her 
at all times; neither their rudeness nor importunity ap- 
peared to oSend her; she received their petitions with 
an air of pleasure, tlianked them for their expressions of 
attachment, and sought the opportunity of entering into 
private conversation with individuals. Her progi'esses 
were undoubledly undertaken for pleasure : but she 
made them subservient to poUcy, and increased her po- 
,pularity by her affability and condescension to the pri- 
vate inhabitants of the counties in which she made ht!i' 
temporary abode J. 

From the elevation of the throne, we may now follow 
her into the privacy of domestic life. Her natural abi- 
lities were great : she had studied under experienced 

• Healiner. 131-6. 

t Tbu UL^Iiest oJli4^,^^ in the sUte, if th«y jisked ouy rnvoiira fbr then. 
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masters; and he t l f 1 1 t ro was much more 
ample than that of t f m 1 f the age. Like her 
siater Macy, alie p 1 1 mledge of five lan- 

guages : but Ma j d d n t tute to converse in 
Italian, neither could she ci 
like Elizabeth*. The q 
the virginals, and to have underetood the most difficult 
music. But dancing was her principal delight; and in 
that exercise she displayed a grace and spirit which was 
uni versa! ly 'admired +. She retained her partiality for it 
tothelastr few days passed in whicli the young nobi- 
lity of the court wete not called to dance before their 
sovereign ; and the queen herself eon descent! od to per- 
form her part in a galliard with the duke of Nevers, at 
the age of sixty-nine J, 

Of her vanity the reader will have noticed several in- 
stances in the preceding pages: there Tomains one of 
a more extraordinary description. It is seldom that 
feniE 'es have the boldness to become the heralds of their 
own harms ; but Elizabeth by proclamation announced 
to hei people, that none of the portraits wliich had hi- 
therto been taken of her person, did justice to the origi- 
nal ; tliat at the request of her council she had resolved 
to procure an exact likeness from the pencil of some 
able artist; that it should soon he published for the gra- 
tification of her loving subjects ; and that on this ac- 
count she strictly forbade all persons whomsoever, to 
paint or engrave any new portraits of her features with- 
out license, or to show or publish any of the old por- 

*;ij.nsdo>vna MSS. No. 840. Bji. 159. 
_ + Sinuliopo ivrilB! in 15S^, " TTie Q. is so woU ns I aasnreym. VI op 

« nBry^eiil^Sal." Lodjw.XiH. Sydney papEIS. i, ^57^^ a. SIU S^^ 
Lod^, iiu 1*'. 
^''Tlai dbikBof Nenrmwai lionorabljo eolailojBed by liet msjBslie ; 

" wlim tile shewed hym lier leg^." Ap. SB, IbOJ. !jhe opened the ball 
ivilh him. Von Rinnier. iL Iftl. "The qiieeno halli be>.Q pleased to 
hue many plensint ditconraea wilh hjm. (Vltuinio Otisini, dnke of 
"l3raciaMO)eiidtodanDrBbetbrebym," JuLlS,ieil3. 
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traits till they liad been re-formed according fa the copy 
to be set forth by authority *. 

The courtiers soon discovered how greedy their sove- 
reign was of rtaitecy. If they sought to please, tliey 
were earefu! to ailmire ; and adulation the most fulsome 
and extravagant was accepted by the queen witli grati- 
tude, and rewarded with bounty. Neither was her appe- 
tite for praise cloyed, it seemed rather to become more 
craving by enjoyment. Alter she had passed her grand 
climacterie, she exacted the same homage to her laded 
charms, as had been paid to her youth ; and all who 
addressed her, were still careful to express their admira- 
tion of her beauty in the language of oriental hyperbole. 

But however highly she might think of her person, 
she did not despise the aid of external ornament t. At 
her death, two, some say three, thousand dresses were 
found in her wardrobe, with a numerous collection of 
jewellery, iur the most part presents which she had re- 
ceived from petitioners, from her courtiers on her saint's 
day, and at the beginning of each year, and from ihe 
noblemen and gentlemen whose houses she had ho- 
noured with her presence^ . To the austere notions of 

• From Ihe original eoinnled bj Ceoil, in 1563. and piinted la llie At- 
cbwolngio. tU 18^ 170. 

" magnificent In Apparel, ^npinjeia^ bnply lhor»» tbnt tliB eyna dT tlia 
" pegpli- [b^g cliuzled by tbe glltUfrluiJ aspect of tii^n bar outivjltd or. 



" breau al«>." Jsn 13. 1^ MS. latiec. 

t In tlie liila of preienla which tbs rebelled on llieiB oceasiDnB, ns flqd 
ersry oitiois ardresa. even uibody line;n. Tbe fullmvinit nccnunt may 
perhapt AiDUtH Ibfl ruder. *' At ber AtBt lightlnj; at tile Ljrd keeper'B 
•■beWa toe ftmoavHlh a linndlf, HorDlshi vllh diunnmlE; in the 

"jnppin (pettlinHt), which IMiigaiveis jilaasinj; ta bfr lilRhaess: and to 
" grace Itia lotdsliii^ the muYa, $Ae of /icrtejf tiHAg /nUA Ma ft Aolte. a 

December KUibeloce her Heath, »hedine<l with dr KobevtCMlU, aildag- 
ceplnl tnm him preaouta lo the lalue of zOOO ccowni. Cuile tram Brau- 
iniiDt'a DiEpatclies, iii. 701.—" On HoDiln)' the Olb her mujeBtie dyned 
" vrilb Hr. Seccetory. He gave her Uo seierol ^i\es. the meal part very 
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the bishop of London, this love of flnery appeared unbe- 
coming her age, and in hia sermon he endsavoureil to 
raise her thoughts from the omamcnts of dress to the 
riches of heaven: hut she told her )ailies, that if he 
touched upon that subjeot again, she would fit him for 
heaven. He should wallc there without o staff, and 
leave hia mantle behind him*. 

In her temper Elizabeth seemed to have inhel-ited 
tbeimtability of her father. The least inattention, the 
slightest provocation, would throw her into a passion, 
At all times her discouj'se was sprinkled with oaths ; in 
the sallies of her anger it abounded with imprecations 
and abuse, Nov did she content herself with words : 
not only the ladieji about her person, but her courtiers 
and the highest officers in the state, felt the weight of 
her hands. She oolkred Hatfon, she gave a blow on 
the ear to the eatl marshal, and shespat on sir Matthew 
Arundel, with the foppery of whose dress she was 
offended +. 

To her first parliament she had espreaaed a wish that 
on her tomb might be inscribed the title of " the virgin 
" queen " But llie woman who despises the safeguards, 
must be content to forfeit the reputation, of chastity. 
It was not long befove her familiarity with Dudley pro- 
voked dishonourable reports. At first they gave her 
pain : but her feelings were soon blunted by passion ; in 
the face of the whole court she assigned to her supposed 
paiamour an apartment contiguous to her own bed- 
chamber; and by this indecent act proved that she was 
become regardless of her character, and callous to 
every sense of shame J. But Dudley, though the most 

"lUdBhl^!oaberVj^°." d™. iAi6{pa.'"^M'iSipr."'' ' ^ 
• NugB AmiquB, 17^ ** PstchrtiiM," says Huniagton, " Ihe bltliop 

" hdth never sou^t her LiEhneBa' n'ardi'obe. irr ]w voulii liave cliosun 

■• Biiathf r test" 
t KogBAnUG?. 176. 
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feTOUred, was not considered as her only lover; among 
his rivals \vere numbecec] Hatton, and Raleigb, and 
Oxford, and Blount, and Siniier, and Anjou ,- and it was 
afterwards believed that her licentious habits survived, 
evtin wlien the Aces of ivanbinness had been quenuhed 
by the chill )f age ' The couit imitated the niaiiners 
of the sovereign It was a pHce in which, according to 
Fautit, ' ail enormities leigned in the highest degree %" 
or accoidmg to Hiiiington, where there was no 
" love, but that of the lusty g)d of gallantry, Asmo- 
"deusj ' 

Elizabeth firmly believed and zealously i\phe!d the 
principles of government, eotabliilied by ber fiither, the 
exercise of absolute authoiitj bv the sovereign, and the 
duty of passive obedience in the subject}. Tlie doo- 

>* lived wltli Dudley:" thse In an« of his aadiencpi Eli^bf Ui spcke lo 
bim reapvaliDi! this report, dad, in pruor of its imviol»lJLUty, tliowiM Jiim 

GaBurA y alci^bn. Bnt in a ihort time ahe da^irlvcd herb.ir iiT this plea. 

chomhtD ; uDa liabLiunDD nltn Junln a m CHmunij pulutaoda qog \u que 
teEiijLHru mjil BBUO. la Seotemher of ihe atunB year tliese ruDiDUrs 

doH,' y oumleniu ya a tUucb- 

tslKQiii, y caD an eulor de miierta ... - .qiie lamnrqiii-iadiNaiumtDQy 
uilliuly Cvuan tengan ala reyna par pelegTDsaybydjDplca.nohuy iLudn.^ 
ace note (aj. The origlDiil deipUches ue at BImancee, wUb several leCten 
from an EdeIIsIi lady, Ibiaierlr kaon to PbUlp (pnbaMy tba manA^oaias 

tKHed Bun DC Blkahetli and Isloegtec. 
^^.boni,Meawira.B3. 

t Bireh.tag. In another lettsr he mj!. "the only iliKonlenl I hjve, 

" bo™.3 XT wheal knew lb™X"e^h?t.^°A^H^^ Biich, 

' /'Unjiffl AntlqoB, 186. April 4. lliSS, 
{ [1 waA qbaervi^ hy Mielitle, the VenetiaD ambasEa4lor» in the time of 

1ofd5''an'"nnw™!°aild that, like llie gmad T^rk, thoy^had eslal.lialied a 
coniieil Einillat to tliat or ibo llasliaw, »lio pretty Marly in the ninmnet et 

"^To'r-niir ""36 "'"""* ' ^ ■'"■°"°''-" ■"""«' 
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trine, with which the lord keeper Bacon opened her 
first parliament, was indefatigably inculcaWd by all 
his succesBora during her reign, that, if the queen con- 
sulted the two houses it was through choice, not 
through necessity, to the end that her laws might be 
more satisfeotory to her people, not that they might 
derive any force from their assent. She possessed by 
her prerogative whaiever was requisite for the govern- 
ment of the realm. Shecould, at her pleasure, suspend 
the operation of existing statutes, or issue pioclamations 
which should have the foi'ce of law. In her opinion the 
chief nae of parliaments was to vote money, to regulate 
the minutiae of trade, and to legislate fur individual and 
local interests. To the lower house she granted, indeed, 
freedom of debate : but it was to be a decent freedom, 
the liberty of " sayiuj^ ay or no ;" and those that trans- 
gressed that decency were liable, as we have repeatedly 
seen, to feel the weight of the royal displeasure *. 

A foreigner, who had been ambassador in England, 
informs us, that under Elizabeth the administration of 
justice was more conupt than under her predecessors K 
Wo have not the means of instituting the comparison. 
But we know that in her first jear the* policy of Cecil 
substituted men of mfeiior rank in the place of the 
former magistrates; that numerous complaints were 
heard of their tyranny, peculation, and rapacity ; and 
that a justice of the peace was defined in parliament to 
be "an animal, who, for half a dozen chickens, would 
" dispense with a dozen laws X '•' ^°f uhaM we form a 

"'•''D'Ewt!^«U.'4ii».640.flM.(i'6.6SL6;5. TIi.'Ib iaucuriaia in^binco 
or lier InwibnaoK In elmioa in lh<i La»lev USS. Tlis iwlebi-utBd 
bimnijfh uf Gatron v«a t1i« pjojifrty af iIih Coplvji, and lli^ tmmiDnlioa 
ot Lliti repKeeoUtiv^a tf ns poMHStwl by Mre. GDjtttfy. Bnt that liicly yiAt 

lier imu nanlneM, oi at leist -xM atSeaei perAina, slioiiM he lelurpcd. 

t D<l VaicinCnrla.ili.TOa. There ots many ioalunces of apnlicntiona 
la llie q.uKQ to iDleifore. Nu^in Aal. i. IIU. 37^. Ellis, li. £99, :j aer. 
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very ex!J(e<! notion of the inlegiitj' of the higher courts, 
if we recoUett that the judges were removable at the 
royal pleaeiire, and that the queen herself was in the 
hahit of receiving, and permitting her favourites and 
ladies to receive, brihes as the price of her or their in- 
terference in the suits of private individuals *, 

Besides the judicial tribunals, which remain to the 
present day, there wete, in the age of Elizabeth, several 
other courts the arbitrary constitution of which was 
incompatible with the liberties of tlio subject ; the court 
of high commission, for the cognizance of religious of- 
fences ; (he court of star-chamber, which j^fiicted the 
severest punishments for that comprehensive and unde- 
flnable transgression, contempt of the royal authority ; 
courts of commissioners appointed occasionally for the 
public or private trial of offences, and the courts martial, 
for which the queen, from her hasty and imperious 
temper, manifested a strong predilection. Whatever 
could be supposed to hove the remotest tendency to 
sedition, was held to subject the offender to martial law ; 
the murder of a naval or military officer, the importation 
of disloyal or traitorous books, or the resort to one place 
of several persons who possessed not the visible means 
of subsistence. Tlius, in 1595, under the pietence that 
the vagabonds in the neighbourhood of London were 
not to be restrained by the usual punishments, she 
ordered sir Thomas Wyllford to receive from tho magis- 
trates the most notorious and incjirrigible of these of- 
fenders, and " to BKeeule ihem upon the gallows, accord- 
" in^ to the justice of raaitiailawt." 

Another, and intolerable grievance was the discre- 
tionary power assumed by the queen, of gratifying her 
caprice or resentment by the restraint or imprisonment 
of those who had given her offence. Such persons were 



micr FJeetvnol, lu Wright, il. S47. 
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o deied to piesent themselves daily bofoie tlie couicil 
till the) shouU rei-eue fuithei notice or to col One 
tlietnselies within then own doors oi were gneu in 
custoilj' to some othei peisoi oi were thiown inio a 
pubhc piiaon 1 1 this state thev nmained aceoidiiig to 
the roval pleasure for weeks or months or years till 
they could obtdin their liberty by their submission oi 
through the intercession of tleu friends, oi with the 
paytueiit of a valuable lomposition 

The queen was not spaiiiig of the blood of her sub- 
jects. The statutes inflicting death for religious opinion 
have been^lteady noticed. In addition, many new 
felonies an "new treasons were created during her reign ; 
and the ingenuity of the jud^s gave to Uiese enact- 
ments the most extensive application. In 1595 some 
apprentices in London conspired to release their com- 
panions, who had been condemned by the stat-ehnmher 
to suffer pumshment for a not in 1597 a number of 
peasants in 0\foidshire assembled to bieak down in 
closures, and rBStoie tillage each of these offence as 
it opposed the execution of the law wis pionounctd 
treason bj the judges and both tlii, appieiiliccs m 
London, a d the me i of 0\fo dshire sufieied the bai 
barons death ot tiaitirs * 

We are told that her parsimony was a blessing to the 
subject, and that the pecuniary aids voted to her by par- 
liament were few and inconsiderable, in proportion to 
the length of her reign. They amounted to twenty 
subsidies, thirty tenths, and forty filteenths. 1 know 
not how we are to airive at the exact value of theae 
grants : but they certainly exceed the average of the 
preceding reigns ; and to Ihem must be added the flnes 
of recusants, the proSts of monopolies, and the monies 
raised by forced loans : of which it is observed by Naun- 
ton, that " she left more debts unpaid, taken upon credit 
" of her privy seals, than her progenitors did take, or 
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" could have taken up, that were a hundred years before 

The historians, who celelirate the golden daysof Eliza- 
heth, have described with a glowing ireneil the happiness 
of the people under her sway. To them might be op- 
posed the dismal picture of national misery, drawn by 
the catholic irrit«rs of the same period. But both have 
taken loo conti'aoted a view of the subject. Re- 
ligious dissension had divided the nation into opposite 
parties, of almost equal numbers, the oppreEsocs and 
the oppressed. Under the operation of the penal 
statutes, many ancient and opulent families, had been 
gi'ound to the dust ; new families had sprung up in their 
place ; and these, us they shared the plunder, naturally 
eulogised the system to which they owed their wealth 
and their ascendency. But their prosperity was not 
the prosperity of the nation ; it was that of one half ob- 
tained at the expense of the other. 

It is evident that neither Elizabeth nor her ministers 
understood the benefits of civil and religious liberly. 
The jwerogatives which she so highly prized, have long 
since withered away ; the bloody code which she enacted 
against the rights of conscience, has ceased to stain 
the pages of the statute-book ; and the result has proved, 
that the abolition of despotism and intolerance adds no 
less to the stability of the throne, than, to the happiness 
of the people. 
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APPENDIX." 



Note (A), Page 15. 

Whether the letters produced by Man&j at York and 
WestminHter were Kenuine or not is a question which has 
given birth to a yfluminous controversy. If the I'eader 
wish to see it treated at length, he may have recourse to 
Goodall, Tyiler, Robertson, Hume, Stuart, Whitaker, 
and Laing. I shall only subjoin a few remarks. 

1°. Fiom the mere perusal of the letters, the reader 
■would conclude that Bothwell and Mary were the only 
conspirators. Now if she were an accomplice, she must 
have known how deeply Maitland and Moilon were con- 
cerned in the plot : and yet, with respect to them, she is 
as guaMed in the letters, as if they had. been written by 
themselves. I observe the samo in all the confesiiions 
taken previously to the eonfei-euces at York and West- 
minster, Tlieie Maitland and Morton are never men- 
tioned. Sut, a^r the conferences, Maitland deserted 
the party ; then the confession of Paris was taken ; and 
then for the fiist time we meet with hints of the guilt of 
Maitland. All this wears the appearance of fraud. 

2". When the casket was exhibited before the English 
commissianefs, it contained, not only letters, but con- 
tracts and sonnets, which Morton swore be had found in 
it when it first came into his possession. "Vet in the 
preceding December, nothing but letters were produced 
from it, or said to be contained in it, before the council 
parliament. How came the contracts and sonnets 
len suppressed, if tbey existed at all ? 

Mr. Laing pretends that the objection arises from 
ignorance. Englishmen are not aware that almost all 
kinds of writing were colled letters in the Scottish 
dialect. But, admitting tbia, it may be asked, whether 
any writings but epistolary correspondence, were called 
" privie lettars." They were privy letters, on which 
the act of council, and the act of parliament were 
founded, 
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S". On the 4tli of December, Murray and twenty-eeven 
privy councilloL'3 described these letlers as writlen and 
subscribed by the queen : ten days later the parliament 
represented tliem, not aa subscribed at all by her, (nor 
was it ever afterwards pretended) but as " written hnle- 
" lie," (wholly) with her own hand. This alteration 
furnishes another ground of suspicion. 

I shall not notice the answers of Hume and Robert- 
son. Mr. Laing suggests that and is a mistake of the 
copyist for or ; and that it was in the original " written 
" or subscribed with her own hand :" in The same man- 
ner as Murray and his associates, in tlieir declaration 
make oath, that thev are written or subscribed by her. 
(Goodall, ii. 92.) ' '* 

This appears to me the best answer that has yet been 
given. It does nol, however, entirely do away the diffi- 
culty. That some correction in the act of council was 
thought necessary, preparatory to its being laid before 
parliament, appears fcom the introduction of the word 
" halelie," and the omission of the word " subscribed ;" 
and it should be obsers-ed (bat, in the passr^e quoted 
fromMurray.the letters are expressly distinguisheil from 
the contracts and sonnets. No such distinction is to be 
found in the act of council. 

4°. There is a strong ehronolo^oa] objection, which 
Mr. Laing labours in vain to remove. The two first 
letters are said to have been written on the 23rd and 24tli 
of January, and to have been answered fiom Edinburgh 
by Bolbwell on the 24th and 25th. The last answer was 
written by him after dinner. Now, if we believe 
Murray's Diary, Bothwell left Edinburgh to go into 
Liddesdale, on the night of the 24tb, and returned only 
OD the 28th. Here is evidently a contradiction. 

To solve the diffieultyj Mr, I^ing pretends that Both- 
weil did not leave Edinburgh till ttie evening of the 
25th; that be then went in company with Maitland to 
consult Morton at Whitlingtiam ; and that tliey returned 
together ou the 28th. To conceal their conference, it 
was thought best to say, that they had been into Liddes- 
dale, and to antedate the time of theh- departure, on 
account of the greater lengtli of the journey. 

But, r. if this be true, what credit can be given to 
any documents produced by such witnesses f The men 
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who could Mmfy the diary to screen Morton and Mait 
land, might equally fiilsify letters lo convict Mary. 2°. 
The whole is a fii^tioa. The earl of Bedford, on tho 23rd, 
wrote to Elizabeth, that the meeting at WhiUingham 
had alreaily taken place. Of course the 25th is several 
days too late. 

a°. Mai-y is represented as writing two of ihe lettei's, 
one on a very trilling suttject. on the two nights that 
she remained at the house of Kirk-o'-Held. This almost 
exceeds belief. Bothwell had but just left her; he was 
gone no further than his lodgings ia Holjirood house; 
he would be in her company in the mornmg; and yet 
the queen, instead of retiring to rest, sits up to write to 
him letters of no consequence, and sends a servant after 
midnight to awaken him out of his sleep, and deliver 
them into his hands ? 

6°. If Mary wrote the letters at all, it would be in the 
French language. It has been proved beyond contra- 
diction, that the French letters which we have, are not 
originals, but translations. This was thought a most 
victorious proof of the foi^erj. But Mr. Laing has 
victoriously refuted it, by showing that our Fre:.ch 
letters ere not copies of the original French letters, but, 
by the avowal of the editor, translations made by him 
' from a Latin translation. The letters had been " tra- 
" duites entiereraent en Latin ;" and tlie editor, " n'ayant 
" connoisance de la langue Escossoise, aima mieux 
" exprimer tout ce qu'il avoit trouvfi en Latin." Apud 
Laing, i. 270. There is little probability, therefoj-e, that 
the original French letters will ever be laid before the 
public. A copy of one alone has been discovered and 

fublished by Laiiig. fram the state-paper office, (ii. 102.) 
t is one of the least important. No. IV. but much more 
intelligible than any of the translations, and of a nature 
to maKo us regret the loss of the others. 

1°. For my own part I have little doubt that the let- 
ters were for the most part written by Mary. But, in 
this hypothesis, two questions will arise, lo which her 
adversaries will not be alile to give satisfactory answers. 
1°. To whom were they written ? Those in the casket 
were exhibited wiihout any address. For auglit we 
know, they miglit be written to different persons. Two 
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of tliem appear to me to have boeti letters sent by bet 

louR before to Darnley. 2°. Were they ofiginally 

wi'ilten, as they af^erwaiils appeared ? It was pasy to 

collect several of the queen's letters, to omit some pma- 

ages, alter others, insert liints here and there, and by 

describing them as written to Boihwell, and on particular 

orcasions, to give to them a character of criminality, 

which they did not originally possess. This appears to 

me to liave been (he meaning of the queen's lords in 

their instructions, Sept. 13, 136S, where they say, that 

"in the writings produced in pavHament, there was no 

pIainmentionma(le,by the which her highneasmight be 

convicted, albeit it were her own hand writ, as if was 

not ; and also the same was culled by tkemsek>es in 

irrme priiKifidl emd subslandous clauses." Goodall, 

11.361. Laing, i. 308. ^ 

8°. We have before seen, that a copy of the SeottisU 
translation had been furtively communicated to the 
queen before the conferences. Hence she wos belter 
prepared to instruct her commissioners. Her words to 
them are, " In cose they allege they have any writings 
" of mine, which may infer presumption against me in 
" this case, you shall desire the principals (originals) to 
" be produced, and that I myself have inspection thereof, 
" and make answer thereto. For ye shall aflrm in my 
" name, I never writ any thing concerning that matter 
" to any creature : and, if any such writings be, they 
" are false and feigned, forged and inyented hy them- 
" selves, only to my dishonour and slander: and there 
" are divers in Scotland, both men and women, that 
" can counterfeit ray hand-writing, and write the like 
" manner of writing which I use, as well as myself, aad 
" principally such as are in company with themselves. 
" And I doubt not, if I had remained in my own realm, 
" but I would have gotten knowledge of the inventors 
" and writers of such writing ere now, to the declara- 
" tion of my innooance, and confusion of their false- 
" liood." Goodall, ii. 342. But Muri'ay, though ha 
tad exhibited what be called the originals to Elizabeth's 
commissioners, never, even alter tliis challenge from 
Mary, allowed them to be seen hy the Scottish queen or 
by her agents. 
VoL.vm. 37 
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Note (B) Ptgp ""i 

During tlie^e confeiences Moiton rcpeived a letter 
from Frederiok king of Deiimaik dueoled to Lminox 
tlie Scottish regent A captan Clark, who had for- 
merly i-eoeived a commission to levy soldiers for the 
Dane in Scotland, had been persuaied to aid, with the 
troops under his oiders the oasoonted loi'ds, when they 
met Mary and Botl well on Caiberrj hill. Bothwell in 
Dennsiirk remembered the injury, and revenged himself 
by some accusation which he brought against Clark, 
perhaps on this very ground, that ne had employed 
Danisli soldiers against the Scottish queen. Both Eliza- 
beth and Lennox wrote earnestly to Frederick in favour 
of the accused, and demanded that Bothwell should be 
Bent to England or Scotland, that he might be punished 
for ths murder of Darnley. (See the letters in l.aing, 
ii, 331. 15e9, 157«.> It was the answer of the king 
(January 311, 1571), sent by Thomas Buchanan, which 
fell into the hands of Morten. His ansiety to know the 
contents induced him to open it ; and he kept it by him 
nearly a month before he forwarded' it to the regent. 
His excnse for opening it was, that " he judged some 
" things might be specified in it, which it might he e&- 
" pedient to be remembered upon there" (inXondon): 
and for not sending it, his apprehensions that it might 
be intercepted, "for that he had no will the contents of the 
" same should be known, fearing that some words and 
" matters mentioned in the same, being dispersed as 
" news, should rather have injured than furthered the 
*' cause." Elizabeth requested to see the letter ; but 
be, pretending that he had sent the original awsiy. gave 
her a copy, in which he omitted what he " thought not 
"meet to be shown." (March 24, 1371. Goodall, ii. 
382.) 

It ia probable that in this lotter there was some ac- 
count of Bothwell's defence of himself, implicating Mor- 
ton, and perhaps vindicating Mary : for it was calculated 
" to hinder, not further the cause." The letter was 
never seen aftcrwai'ds : but it appeal's that the king re- 
used to deliver up Bothwell, unless the English queen 
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and the estates would bind themselres by solenm 
writings, which should be sent to Denmark against tha 
24lb of August, that Bothwell should have a fail' trial, 
Lennox (May 33) asked ihe advice of Elizabeth on this 
subject. With her answer we are not acquainted, Ty- 
tlor, ii. 198— 20J. 

I will here add, on the subjer.t of Bothwell, a clause 
m the act of forfeiture against him, which was purposely 
omitted in the copy sent to Elizabeth. " la dicto mense 
Aprilis dilecioa consiliarios nostros Oeoi^ium comitem 
de Hiintlie cancellaiium nostrum, Wilelmum Maitlaud 
de Lethingtoun Juniorem aeoretarium, secreti consilii 
ac Bessionis domlnos, quum oltoquium eorum aroauter 
desideiaret. quum nihil minus suspicarent, captivos ap' 
prebendit, ac iu dicto castro de Dunbar iucarceravit eos 
ad spacium decern dieium aut eocirca, detinendo eoa, 
BiiseLitive cogendo, saltem dieere quod assentiehant, ad 
piomovendura omnia sua proditoriaet nephariafacinora, 
precipue matrimonium pretensum inter eum et dictam 
lam matrem nostram. Inde maniiestissime 
ise maJGstatia innurrendo, authoritatemque re- 
ie acceptando, dicCis consiliariis nostris minima 
lut pro ullo crimine arrestatis, nuliam ad hoc 
oneni haJ>eiido." Act. Pari. iii. p. 8. Hence 
it appears tliat Huntley and Mmlland were not dis- 
missed the next morning, as is asserted by Melville, 
but rema.ined at Dunbar, probably iu eoneei't with 
Bothwdl, 



Note (0), Page 106. 

Hero in the first edition I introduced a note, which 
led to an intoreafing eontroverej whether the maeeaere 
was an acddental ooourrence, or the reeult of a premedi- 
tated plot. That controveray, as it appeara to me, has 
been now set at rest bj the publication (in the 3rd vol. 
of Mackintosh) of the secret daspatohea of Salviati, the 
nuncio at Paris, to the cardinal seoretatr of Rome, for 
the information, of the pontiff. On the Mth of August 
he wrote an account of the oeourrence in ordinary diar- 
acters, evidently under the notion that in such cireum- 
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Btanees bis deapatch would probably be intercepted and 
opened on the rood) : but to tliis he ndded another and 
real statement of the case in cipher : that the ijueen re- 
gent, in consequence of the asceiideniiy wliicli Colijrny 
Had acquired over the' roya! mind, an ascendency \vliich 
eave to him in a manner the goverament of the king- 
dom (quasi novemava), consulted with the duchess of 
Nemours, and resolved to rid herself of his confrol by 
the assassination of the admiral. The duke of Guise 
provided the assassin; and the duke of Anjuu, but not 
the king, was privy to the attempt. The queen, how- 
ever, when she saw that the admiral did not die of his 
wound, and considered the great danger to which she 
was now exposed, alarmed also by her own conscious- 
ness, and by the threatenine speeclies of tlie whole body 
of the huguenots, who would not believe that the arque- 
buse had been diaoharged by an assassin employedT by 
the duke of Alva, aa she had persuaded herself that she 
could make them believe, had recourse to the king, aud 
exhorted him to adopt the plan of tlie general massacre 
which followed. " Vedendo la regenle die I' amii'aglio 
non mnriva, e vedendo a qiianto pericolo si era esposta, 
et della propria conscientia insospetita, et dalle inso- 
lente parole che uscivano da tutta la Ugonottena, che in 
modo alcuno voile accotnmodarsi a credere, che 1' archi- 
busatn fosse slata tirata da insidialore mandato dal duca 
d' Alva, secondo che sempre lei si era pevsuasa de dover 
dare loro a credere, si volse al Ril, esortandolo a la uc- 
eisione seguita di tuiti," 

It appears that the eordinal secretary, in his answer 
to this dospafch — probably on account of the different 
reports current in Rome — put to the nuncio several 
questions respecting the cause, the authors, and the cir- 
cumstances of the massacre, Salviati, in reply, wrote 
two notes on the 22nd of September. In the firsl he 
says, " with regard lo the three points, 1°. who it was 
" that caused, and for what reason that person caused, 
the arquebuse to be discharged at the admiral; 2°. 
and who it was to whom the subsequent resolution of 
fio numerous a massacre must be ascribed ; ■i°. and 
who were the executors of the massacre, with the names 
" of the principal leaders ; 1 know that I have already 
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" sent you an aecount, and that in that account I have 
" nat fallen into the least eiior If I have omitted to 
" mention some other partn-ulaia the chief letson is 
" the difficulty of comingat the liuthinthiacouutrj "' — 
" Chi facesae tirar V archibugiata all' Amiraglio, et per 
che causa, et a ohi ai debba attnbuire I' ullima nsolu- 
tione dell' amazzamento di tanti, e quali iussino gli 
executori con il nome di capt principali to so tf haver 
g'Aene scHtto, et die non mi smio gabbato punio E 
se ho lasfiato di scrivere aloum alin partiere n' e stato 
potissima ■ causa la difflcolta che e in queafa poeae a 
ritrovare la verity delle cobe " 

This paasage was written in ordinaiy eharactera but 
he wrote the aarae day in cipher the following repetition 
of his former statement: — "Time will show whether 
" there be any truth in all the other accounts which 
" you may have read, of the wounding and the death of 
" the admiral, that differ from what I wrote to you. 
" The queen regent, being grown jealoua of him, came 
" to a resolution a few daya before, and caused the ar- 
" quebuse to be discharged at him without the know- 
" ledge of the king, but with the participation of thg 
" duke of Anjou, and of the duchess of Nemoura, and 
" of her Eon the duke of Guise. Had he died im- 
" mediately, no one else would have pensbed But he 
"did not die, and they began to expect some great 
"evil: wherefore, closeting themselves in consultation 
" with the king, they determined to throw shame aside, 
" and to cause him to be assassinated togethei with the 
"others: a deteimmation which was canied into exe- 
"cution that very night" — " Tut£e le cce che si sa- 
ranno lette del arcnibusata e raorte del Amiraglio, 
diverse da quelle che lo gli sciiase, col tempo si aecor- 
giera ae eiano vere Mad la Regente venuta in dif- 
jerenza (difiidenza'') dt lui, iisolvendosi pochi giorni 
prima, gli la fece tiraie, e aenza saputa del R€, ma 
con pactieipatione di M diAngiu, di Mad de Nemouis, 
et di M, di Guisa, buo figlo E se moma subito, non si 
ammaziavE altro e non esaendo raoito, e dubitando lei 
di qualche gran male, iistrmgendosi eon il Re, dclibe 
rono di bitttaie la vergogiia da bandd, o c.i failo dm- 
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1 !i altri: e quella notte istessa fu 

Evidence more satisfactory than this we cannot de- 
sire, if we consider the situation of the writer, tlie object 
fur which he wiote, and the time and opportunity wliich 
he possessed of eoriecting any error that mifrht have 
crept info his previous communication : and from this 
evidence it plainly follows, that tha general massacre 
was not originolly contemplated, hut prew out of the 
unexpected failure of the attempt ah'eaiJy mode on the 
life of the admiral. 

Note (D), Pages 155 and 189, 

Sir Henry Elhs (2nd ser. iii. 86.) has published Flete- 
woode's account to lord BurgUley of his searches for 
priests. Tlie following account of such searches occurs 
in a contemporary manuscript: — " Then are these 
" searchers oft tyms soe rude and harbarouse that, yf 
" the dores be not opened in the instant when they 
" would enter, they breake open the dores with all vio- 
" ]ence as yf tliey were t« sacke a town of enemies wone 
" hy the swourd. Then it hath been usuall with purse- 
" vants to rune np the staires and into the chambers 
" with their drowen swoi'des, enoughe to drive the 
" weaker sort of woemen and children owt of their witts. 
" Then they begins to breake of looks and open all the 
" dores of the house presently, that thty may at one 
" tyrae search in manv places. Then yf they find noe 
" priest nor suspected persons for priests in any of the 
" chambers or closetts, they goe presently to search for 
" secrett places, and this they doe roost cuningly and 
" strictly, soundinge the flowers and walls to see yf they 
" can flnde any hollow places. They doe alsoe measure 
" the walls of the house and goe round about the house 
" on the owt side to see yf on part do answer to on other 
" in hope to And some voyd part lef^ hollow wherein o 
" man may be hidde. Sometyms yf the walls be not 
" made of stone, but of wainsei'oale or other weake mal- 
" ter, they will thrust thourow it with their swords in 
*' many pUoef, hopinge that in some place or other thev 
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" light uppon a priest, and this they doe alsoo in the 
" roofes of the house uppon supposition there may be 
" aorae conveighance tliooghe tliey can not find the 

" entrie into it But the searchei's yf tliey find 

" any likely cause of suapition, not contented wiih tliat 
" dangerouse maner of ti'iall with their swotds, they 
" then breake down the walla wholly, and enter Ihem- 
" selvs to searche with candella and torches in all such 
" dai-ke places, and in house topa, whore sometyms 
" nothinge but raise or birds have corane of many 

" years When the searchers find not any priest 

" for all this cruell diligence they have used, they wUI 
" not yet give over ; but aupposinge there is or may be 
" some so secretly hidden that yet he is there, for all 
" that they have done : then they appoint a watch about 
" the house and everie part thereof, of 50 or 60 men 
" and sometyms more and ihese with guns and bills, 
" &c, and this they keepe for tnany dayos together (in- 
" tendinge to stai've htm owt) sometymes for 6 yea 10 
" and 12 dayea continuance. Sometymes alsoe they place 
" watche men in the chauibers of the house within 
" bathe to keepe that iioe catholioke shall slir to relieve 
" the priest {tnoughe commonly they make them sure 
" for tliat by lockinge them up all in one part of the 
" house together which' they meane least to search as 
" beinge least suspected) and besides that they may 
" barken yf any little atirnnjje be behind a wall, yea to 
"the breathing or coughing of a priest.'' — Gerard's 
MS. 23. 

Note (E), Page 155. 

The following were the kinds of torture chiefly em- 
ployed in the Tower. 

1°. The rock was a large open fiamo of oak, raised 
three feet ftom the ground. The prisoner was laid 
under it. on his back, on the lloor : his wrists and ancles 
were attached by cords to two rollers at the ends of the 
frame; these were moved by levers in opposite direc- 
tions, till the body rose to a level with the frame. Ques- 
tions were then put ; and, if the answers did not prove 
satisfactory, the sufferer was stretched more and more 
till the bones started from their sockets. 
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2°. Tlie scavenger's daughter was a broad hoop of 
ii'oii, so called, consisting of two parts, fastenoil to each 
other by a hinge. The prisoner was made to kneel on 
the pavement, and to contract himself into as small a 
compass as he could. Then the executioner, kneeling 
on his shoulders and having introduced the hoop under 
his legs, compressed the Tictim close together, till he 
was able to fasten the extremities over the small of the 
back. The time allotted to this kind of torture was an 
hour and a half, during which time it commonly hap- 
pened that from excess of compression the blood started 
fi'om the Dostrils ; sometimes, it was believed, from the 
extremities of the hands and feet. See Bartoli, 250. 

3°. Iron gauntlets, which could be cootracled by the 
aid of a sciew. They served to compi'ess the wrists, and 
to suspend the prisoner ia the air, from two distant pohits 
of a beam. He was placed on tliree pieces of wood, 
piled one on the other, which, when his hands had been 
made last, were successively withdrawn from under his 
feet. " I felt,'' says V. Gerard, one of the sufferers, 
" the chief pain in my breast, belly, arms, and hands. 
" I thought that all the blood in my body had run into 
" my arms, and began to burst out at my flnger ends. 
" This was a mistake : hut the arms swelled, till the 
" gauntlets were buried within the flesh. After being 
" thus suspended an hour, 1 feinted ; and when 1 came 
" to myself, I fouud the executioners supporting me in 
" their arms: they replaced the pieces of wood under 
" my feet ; but as soon as I ivas recovered, removed them 
" again. Thus I continued hanging for the space of 
" five hours, during which I fainted eight or nine times." 
Apud Bartoli, 418. 

4°. A fourth kind of torture was a cell called 
" little ease." It was of so small dimensions, and so 
constructed, that the prisoner could neither stand, 
walli^ sit, nor lie in it at full length. He was compelled 
to draw himself up in a squatting posture, and so re- 
mained during several days. 

I will add a few lines from Rishton's Diary, that the 
reader may form some notion of the proceedings in the 
Tower. 

Dee. 3, 1380, Several catholics were biought from 
di&ereat prisons. 
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Dec 10. Thomaa Cottara and Luke Kirbye, priests 
(two of the number), suffered compression in the sca- 
venger's daughter for more than an hour. Cottam liled 
proi'uaeiy from tlie iiose. 

Dae. IS. Ralph Sherwine nnd Robert Johnson, 
priests, were severely tortured on the rack. 

Dec 16. Ralph Sherwine was tortured a second 
time on the rack. 

Dec. 31. John Hart,, after being chained five days 
to the iiooi-, was led io the rack. Also Henry Orton, a 
Uy gentleman. 

1581, Jan. 3. Christopher Thomson, an aged priest. 
Was brought to the Tower, and racked the same day. 

Jan. 14. Nicholas Roscaroo, a lay gentleman, was 
racked. 

Thus ha continues till June 21,-1586. when he was 
discharged. See his Diariura, at the end of his edition 
of Sanders. 

Note (F), Pi^b 151 and 193. 

Campian and Persons had obtained from Gregory 
XIII, a declaration that that part of the hull of Pius V., 
which forbade any peraon to pay ohedience to Eliza- 
beth, should not bind the English catbolicji in existing 
circumstances, or till the sentence could be put in execu- 
tion, (Camden, 348. Philopater. 169.) Fromthisit was 
inferred, with great appearance of reason, that both 
missionaries admitted the deposing power; and that, in 
an attempt to enforce the bvdl, they would join the ene- 
mies of the queen. It is, however, fair to hear what 
they and their friends said in their behalf: that th;y 
disapproved of the hull ; and would have procured lis 
revocation, if it had been possible ; but, according to the 
custom of the court of Rjjme, no censure couid be re- 
voked, except at the petition of the party oensui-ed. 
They endeavoured, therefore, to do the only thing in 
their power; they procured it to be mitigated in the 
manner mentioned above ; and they trusted that in this 
they had done an acceptable service lo the queen. Fot 
hitherto she professed to doubt the loyalty of her catholic 
suigects, on account of the bull ; now she could have no 
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fear on that Head, except in case of an actual attempt to 
enforce it ; a cnse whioli in all probabiUly would nevet 
arrive. The buU of Clement Vll. against Henry VIII. 
bad died away uunoticed, that of Pius against EliK^betti 
would do the same, if the English council ivouhl only 
peimit it. Slate Trials, 1057. Allen, Defence, c. iv. 
This declavBtsou, whiuh was not known till after the 
death of Campian, gave birth to the six queries put to 
the missionavies, respecting tlieir opinions with regard 
to the deposing power, and their future behaviour in the 
event of an attempt to execute the bull. There is rea- 
son lo suspect that the answers were not correctly given 
in the iieport published by authority : but there can be 
no doubt that most of them were evasive and unsntiafac- 
tory. The following is the account which Campian gave 
in court of his own answer to questions of the same import. 
" The self-same articles (as had been put to him 
"by the queen) were required of me by the coramis- 
" sioners, but I was much more urged to the point of 
" supremacy, and to further supposals, than I could 
" think of I said, indeed, they were bloody questions, and 
" very phaiisaical, undermining of my life ; whereunto I 
" answered as Christ did to the dilemma ; Give uuto 
" Ceesar that is due to Csesar, and to God that to God be- 
" longeth ! 1 ackiiowledged her highness as my gover- 
" neaa and sovereign. I acknowledged her majesty both 
" de/ocioeMejiire lobe queen. Iconfessedan obedience 
" due to the crown, as to my temporal head and primate. 
" This I eaid then, this I say now. If, then, I failed in 
" aught, 1 am now ready to supply it. What would you 
" more ? I willingly |«iy to her miyesty what is hers ; 
" yet imust pay to God what is his. Then, as for ex- 
" communicating lier majesty, it was exacted of me, 
" admittit^ that excommunication were of effect, and 
" that the pope had sufficient authority so to do, whether 
" then I thought myself discharged of my allegiance or 
" no? I said this was a dangeruus question, and tbey 
" that demanded this, demanded my blood. But I 
" never admittei! any such mailer ; neither ought I to 
" be wrested with any such suppositions. What tlien, say 
" they, because I would not answer Hatly lo that I could 
" not, forsooth I sought cornets ; mine answers were aloof. 
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" Well ; since onc« more it must needs be answered, 
" I say generally, that these matters be merely spiritual 
"points or doctrine, and disputable in the schools; no 
" part of mine indictment, not to be given in evidence, 
'■ and unfit to be discnssed at the Ring's bench. To 
" conclude, they are no matters of fact ; they be not in 
" the trial of the country ; the jury ought not to take 
" notice of them ; for although I doubt not bat they ace 
" very discreet men, and trained «p in great use and 
" experience of controversies and debates, peitinent to 
"their callings, yet they are laymen, they are unfit 
" judges to decide so deep a question.'' (Howell, 1062.) 
I have inserted this answer at full length, for two 
reasons: 1°. It contradicts the account pulilislied by 
government : that, when he was asked " whether he 
" did, at that present, acknowledge her majesty to be a 
" true and lawful queen, or a pretended queen, and 
" deprived, and in possession of tie oiown only de facto, 
•' he answered, that question depended on the lact of 
" Pius v., whereof he was not judge, and therefore 
"refused further to answer." (Howell, 1 07a.) 2°. It 
shows that the real question between the guvernmeat 
and the prisoners was not, that they denied the queen's 
right, and strove to withdraw her subjects from their 
allegiance (for they acknowledged her " to be their 
" sovereign both de facto and de jure, and that obe- 
" dienee was due to her as their temporal head and 
" primate"), hut whether, in certain hypothetical eases, 
the pope possessed the power to depose princes. Three 
answered in the negative ; two candidly confessed that, 
in their opinion, he had ; the others are said to have 
refused to answer, or lo have replied that the question 
was a matter of dispute among the learned, and that 
they were imable to pronounce, either one way or tlie 

The innocence of the sufferers as to the treason for 
which they had been condemned, was believed by riiiin- 
bers. Their death was attributed to hatred of their 
religion : and, to relieve the government from the odium 
of persecution, lord Burghley publiphed a tract, entitled ; 
" The execuLion of justice for maiiilenance of public 
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" and chi-istiiin peace against tlie stirrers of ae[lilioii,& 
<It is printed ill Somers's Tracts, i. 193.) He ma 
taiued that all were spared, who were willing to 
their treasons ; and those only put to death, who would 
not disavow the pope's bull, by which all the queen's 
Buhjects were discharged from their nllegiance. Dr. 
Allen replied by " A true, eincere, and modest defence 
"o£ christian catholics, that suffered for their faith at 
" home and aiiroad, Sec." It was easy for him to show, 
that many had been put to death, to whom no other 
treason had been objected, but that of exercising the 
funetions of the priesthood ; and that thousands had 
been fined, imprisoued, and despoiled of all their pro- 
perty, for no otlier offence but the practice of religious 
worship. He maintained, that the companions of Cam- 
pian ha/1 not been guilty of the treason for which they 
sulTered ; and that the answers they had given to the 
six queries ought to have been deemed satisfactory. He 
observed that the deposing power, and the validity of 
the bull of Pius V., were subjects never allowed to be 
debated in the seminaries, or by the missionaries in 
England ; that it was unwi-e in the government to 
bring them into public discussion; but since it had 
been done, he was not unwilling to give his own opinion. 
The leal question was this; could subjecia lawfully rise 
against their prince in defence of their religion ? That 
they could, was plain: 1°. from the authority of Calvin, 
Beza, Zwingle, Goodman, Knox, Luther, and the 
Magdeburgh divines, whose opinions he transcribed; 
2°. from the conduct of the reformers in Scotland, in 
France, and in the Netherlands; and, 3°. from the eon- 
duct of Elizabeth herself, who would never have aided 
with money and troops the Scottish, Freneh, and Flemish 
insurgents, had she not. been persuaded that rebellion 
waa lawful in the cause of religion. This being esta- 
blished, he proceeds to inquire if it be more for the com- 
mon good of society, that the decision of the fact, 
■whether the gneyaace is such as to authorize resistance 
by force, should be left to the judgment of the people 
ajj!grieved, or of the pope, the common father of all. Of 
course he maintains the latter part of Iho alternative ; 
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a.ud tlion endeavours to sujipoi't it by the authority of 
two catholic divines, of the council of Latomu, and of 
examples ftom the Old Testament. Allen, Defence, c. iv. 

To suppress this tract. AldBeld, who hud brous;ht Jo 
En^l^nd a number of copies, was prosecuted on a charge 
of high treason. In the indictmeni, several passages 
were transcribed (some of them very unfcirly) : wher- 
ever Allen spoke of kiags in genera!, the innuendo 
charged him with meaning the queen in particular; 
and it was contended, that the object of the work was 
to raise rebellion in the realm, and to procure the de- 
thronement of the sovereign. Aldfteld sutfei'ed the 
death of a traitor. See the indictment in Strype, iii, 
App. 121, 

At the same time another catholic clergyman of the 
name of Bishop, a zealous missionary, maintained the 
contrary doctrine. Assuming that the prisoners had 
suffered themselves to be deceived by the authority of 
the council of Lateran, he undertook to show that the 
celebrated canon of that council was in reality a private 
decree of Innocent HI-, that it had never been acknow- 
ledged in Ensland, and that no canons whatever had 
been published by the council itself. Camden, 3Stl. 
Shortly afterwards, another of the name of Wright 
maintained the same opinion. Strype, iii. 251. 

Note (G), Page 180. 

If we may believe Camden, in 1 583, the discontent of 
the catholics induced them to print books, in which they 
exhorted the queen's maids to treat her, as Judith 
treated Holofernes. (Camden, 41i.> If this were true, 
they could not have devised a plan more likely to defeat 
its own object. 

The boob to which he alludes, was " a Treatise of 
" Schisme, by Gregorie Martin, Licentiate in Divinitie. 
" Duaci, apud Joannem Foulcrum, 1578.'' In the 
second chapter the author enumerates, from the Old 
Testament, instances of persons who had refused to par 
ticipate in any kind of worship which Ihey deemed un- 
lawful. The thud instance is Ihat of Tobias- for the 
fourth he proceeds thus : " Judith foloweth, whose 
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" godlye and constant wisedom, if our catholike gentle- 
" women would folowe, they might destroye Holofemes, 
" the master liecetike, and amase all his retinew, and 
" nerer defile their religion by communicating with 
" them in anye amale poynt. She came to please Holo- 
" feines, but yet in her religion she would not yeelde so 
" rauehe as to eate of his meates, but brought of her 



" desiring for that purpose libertie onoe a-day to goe in 
" and out of the gate. ' I may not eate of that which 
" ' tbou Mmmandest me, lest I incurre God's displea- 

In IS80, this book was reprinted by Wiliiam Carter, 
who, in 1583, was indicted of treason, inasmuch as by 
the publjcaliun he had imagined the death of the queen 
and the subversion of the reformed church. At his trial 
the passage quoted above was that alleged against liim. 
By Holofemes, tlie master heretic wa~ understood so 
the crown lawyers contended tl e quee d b) 1 

destiuction of . Holofemes, wa ntend d the q n 
deatli. Carter replied, 1°. By p t tn b f a God 
that he had never taken the passage a li t e e n 
ever known it to be so taken by the By s. I 

ing, what every impartial ma m see tha t had 
■very different meaning. The 1 ole bje f h u h 
was (0 warn his brethren agamst the sin of schum. For 
this purpose he advised the catholic gentlewomen to 
imitate Judith ; as she abstained from proliine meats, 
80 ought they to abstain from all communication with 
others, in a worship which they believed to be schis- 
malical. By doing this, they would destroy Holofemes. 
The expression was metaphorical. By Holofemes was 
meant Satan, the author of heresy, and the enemy of 
their salvation, whom they would overcome by their con- 
stancy in their religion, and their rejection of a schia- 
matical service. But Carter's reasoning was not ad- 
mitted, and he suffered as a traitor. (Bridgewater, 127 
— 134.) After an attentive perusal of the whole tract, 
I cannot find in it tlie sraallcat foundation for the 
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Note (H), Page 196. 

I may here collect a few miscellaneous notices re- 
apeclins' the history of Mary at this period. 

1°. Wiien the earl of Slirowsbury obtniDed leave to 
visit the court for the twofold purpose of vindicating his 
character from the aspersions of his wife and two sons, 
and of procuring his discharge from the ungracious 
offic«ofguai'dingtbe Scottish queen, Mary was intrusted 
to the custody of sir Ralph Sadler, A little before, au 
event occurred, whict gaye her much uneasiness. Top- 
clllfe, the noted persecutor of the calhulics, had given 
out, that the captive queen had borne two children to 
her keeper, loi^d Shrewsbury. The countess, who had 
quarrelled with her husband, countenanced if she did 
not propagate, the slander ; and it was repeated in 
foreign courts, as founded on her authority. Mary wrote 
in the strongest teems, viniticating hersell, and requir- 
ing that the countess should be compelled to state her 
reasons for making the charge, or to acknowled<!e tliatit 
was fidse. (Jan. 2, 1-584. Jebb. ii. 557.) Elizabeth 
appears to have tn'aiited the request ■ for there stiil re- 
main n h P p (t d -a pon oath by the 
coun BS a d b s, h der the report 
scand m n d hat they were 
neith h n p g t. (Chalmers, 
i. 374 n le 

2° I In n IS ocoa n. that Mary 

wrote h ra d n M dn 558 — 56u, in 

ans\ n n E be , wh h d required from 

her a fuitbfut account of whatever lady Shrewsbury had 
said in her hearing to the prejudice of Elizabeth's cha- 
racter. The Scottish queen complied ; and related, without 
much cerernony, a number of facts, or pretended facts, 
which the countess in conversation had produced, as 
ptooft of the vanity, the irascible temper, and the 
amours of the queen. For this letter she had been 
severely censui'ed by some writers, whQ have attributed 
it to passion and revenge, while others have represented 
the charges contained \n it as £ilse and calumnious. To 
the first, it may bo replied, that the letter was written 
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in obedience to tlio wish of Eli^abetli; to tlio second, 
that, in almost every particular, it is confirmed by otlier 
authorities. 

3°. Mary, in another letter, published in the life of 
lord !Egerton, gives a most dismal desciiption of her 
rasidtaiice st Tuibury. The bouse, biiiU of wood, and 
originally designed for a hunting-bos, was in a most 
ruinous state. It was situated on a high hill, exposed 
to every wind, and surrounded by alofty wall, which in 
a great measure excluded tbe sun, She bad two small 
rooms, petites chamhrettes, allotted for heiself and ber 
maids ; tlie walls were pierced with fissures ; tlie plaster 
in many places had separated &om the timber; and 
though they intrenched themselves behind screens, 
curtains, and blankets, tbey were always ill with colds. 
She had no place where she could wall; under cover in 
the house ; and no room, to which she could retire, but 
two little closels, petits trous, about seven feet square, 
looking on the wall. The bouse was crowded with 
servants, guai-ds, &o., without any convenience for so 
numerous a family ; the privies under her window 
caused a most noisome smell, and were emptied every 
Saturday. In short, it was suob a place, Uiat no lord of 
the realm, not even one of those enemies of hers, who, 
less than lords, sought to mahe her less than themselves, 
that would not deem it a most tyrannical punishment, to 
be compelled to live in it one year in the manner they 
forced her lo live there. Egerton, p. 6. 

4". In a letter to Elizabetn, having observed that the 
murder of tiie young man at Tuthnry was owing to 
puritanical zeal, and that the same zeal combined with 
personal interest might also seek her death, she proceeds : 
" When I compare the advice which has been so often 
given to you to take my life, with the recent proceedings 
in parliament, which were checked only by you, and the 
object of the association, which is in truth a covert 
conspiracy to massacre mo, and all of my religion, 1 beg 
of you, madam, uith clasped hands, to free me from this 
long and miserable captivity. Name the conditions ; I 
will submit to them, whatever they may be, provided 
my conscience be safe ; if my past oflfers are not sufil- 
cieut for your secuiity, take from me all right to the 
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succession. I am content. T have no doubt of pow" 
sincerity and truth. Yet, when they have murdered 
me without your knowledge, who can repair the injury 
to me ? You say they will nol commit an action so 
unjust, so degrading to tlieir characters. But who 
among them will believe, that he has acted unjustly or 
disgracefully, when he haa only done that which lie has 
sworn to do by the association? Parry's confession, 
though Parry, I am told, was formerly their spy, will to 
them be a sufficient justification. Consider to what this 
oligarchical conspiracy may ultimately lead. I have 
always condemned it, though I too have voluntarily 
bound myself to labour for your security, which is not 
less dear lo me than to any of your subjects. — And here 
allow me to observe, that to persecute, as you do, the 
catholics for conscience sake, must be dangerous to 
yourself. When men ore urgeil to despair, no one can 
calculate the consequences. You told my secretary 
that you never meant to persecute any man for his 
religion only ; and in the first years of your reign, while 
you observed tliis masim, you were never troubled with 
conspiracies against you. For GioiVs sake, madam, keep 
this holy resolution, worthy of you. worthy of all of your 
rank. Tha present age has sufficiently proved, in every 
part of Christendom, that human force cannot prevail 
against conscience. For my part, if my religion be that 
at which my enemies aim, I am ready by the grace of 
God to bow my neck under the axe, to shed my blood in 
the face of all Christian nations. I shall esteem it a 
happiness to be the first victim. This is not an empty 
boast : yott know, that I am not out of danger."— Jebb, 
ii, S82. 

Note (I), Page 226. 



" Robyn, SoUieilSB non possunt curte mutare rati sta- 
■" mina fusi. I am ready lo endure whatsoev shall be 
" intiicted. Et fueere, et pati Romanum est. What 
" my course hath been towards Mr. Secretary, you can 
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" wyttnes, what my love towards yo" yo' self can best 
" tell. Proceedings at my lodgmga have beun veiy 
" stranfre. I am the same I allwayes pretended. I 
" pray Giod yo" be, and ever so reraayne towards me. 
" Take hede to yo' own p"' least of these my mysfor- 
" tunes yo" beare the blame. Est exillum, inter malos 
" vivere. Farewell, swete Robyn, if a8 I take the true 
" to me. If not. Adieu, omnium hipedum iniquissimus. 
" Retome nie thyne answere for my satisfaction and ray 
" dyamond and what else Ihou wilt. The furnace ic 
" prepared, wherein our faythe must be tryed. Fare- 
'■ well till we mete w*"' God knowes when. 

" Thyne ha"" fart tho" knowest, 

" Anthony Badinoton." 
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IjfB of Elizabeth : and tbe same affirmation she repeated 
in the course of her prayer on tlie scaffold. 

To bring the charge home to her after her denial, it 
was necessary to show that the copy of hor answers to 
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Babinffton produced in court, was a, ftithful representa- 
tion of lb« real answer which ^e had commissioned 
Curte to put into ciplier, and Ibrwai'd to the conspirator. 
Now, witliout disputing the fidelity of Curie, we know 
that that answer passed from Curie into the hands of 
Philipps at Chartley. and that it remained in thepoases- 
8ion of Phiiipps andWslsingham, menactuatly engaged 
in a plot to hring Mary to the scaffold, not fewer than ten 
days, from the 1 8th to the 28th of July, Wore it was sent 
hy them to Babiiigton, Did it come out of their hands 
in the same state in which it came into them ? Did 
they forward to him the original, as it was ciphered by 
Curie, or a transcript made by Philipps? Then what 
became of it afterwards? Of that we are also igno- 
rant. It was never produced ; but in its plaoe was sub- 
stituted at Folheringay a deciphered copy. But if they 
had not the original, where did they procure the copy? 
By whom was it made ? On this head again thev were 
silent. To hare given any explanation would have 
betrayed their secret, would have discovered, in the 
slang language of Philippe "by what way the winu 

If the reader turn back to p. 223, he will see that the 
Scottish queen wrote with her own hajid ft minut* of the 
answer t« be returned to Babington, and that Nau formed 
that minute into » letter in the French langui^e, which 
was translated into English by Oncle, and was tlien for- 
warded to Babington. What had become of that minute 
and that French letter' Both Nau and Curie had been 
brought prisoners to Walangham's house, where hja agents 
were in constant communication with them, urging them 
to save their lives by spontaneous confe^ons. 1ji the first 
of these wnfeesionb'iaftted on September 3, Nau appeal tw 
the Scottish queen's minute and to his own letter, adding 
that the lords of the council had both in their porasesion. 
' ' Ainsi qu'il apparoit a vob Hon . ajant I'jine et I'avire entre 
"Tos mains."— Nan Conf. Sept. 3. It is plain that, if 
this be true, the comparison of these two documanta with 
the deciphered copy of the letter received by Babington 
would prove either that Mary was aecessai^ to the intended 
assassination of Elliabeth, or that Walsingham and his 
Escretariee had been guilty of a most atrocious forgery, by 
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iDtrodueiug such approval into her auBWOt. Ilad this 
fraud been oommittett or not ? If it had, as Mary's advo- 
oatee contend, there 'would have remained to WalaiDgham 
hut one course, in order to escape detection, and that was, 
to defitroy or to suppi-era the two dociunentB whioh Nau 
had BO oonfldentlj called for. 

The mancenvres whioh now took place on the part of 
Walsingham and Philippa were ho very estraordinary that 
it will he worth tlie reader's while to follow them, step iw' 
step, till we come to their conclusion at Fotheringay. It 
waa on the 3d of September that Nau aaaerted the esistence 
of the two documenta. On the 4th Philipps wrote a long 
letter to lord Burghley, to show that no additional evidence 
was necessary ; they had already abundant proof, from the 
intercepted lettersof the Scottish queen, that both Nau and 
Curie had been guilty of high treason, because they had 
written, at her dictation, passages in thoae letters calcu- 
lated to sdr up rebellion within the realm, and to provoke 
invaaon from the enemy without. These truths he speci- 
fied in detail, but the lord treasurer required something 
more ; and Philijipe, on the same day, wrote to him a 
second and more important letter. In the first he had con- 
fined himaelf to the guilt of the two secretaries ; in this he 
undertakes to connect Mary Stuart not only with the trea- 
sons mentioned before, but also with the murder of tlie 
queen's person. He reasons thus ; " The minutee of tlie 
"letters already mentioned are in their own hands, as 
• themselyeis confess ; the Uke trust not ualike to be given for 
'•mriting^ those to B<Aington." Bnt thb is a mere oonjec- 
ture, which shows plwnly that hitherto they possesaeJ no 
positive proof that Mary had authorised the contents of 
the lottac received as oommg from her b^ Babingfon. — See 
the two letters of Philipps, in a very inBtraotive note at 
tiie end of Mr, Tytler's toI. viii. no, kit. 

In the same letter Philipps allegoa (hat " the heads of that 
"bloody letter senttoBabington, touching the designment 
" (murder) ofthequeen's person, is of Nan's handlikewiae." 
But here there is much deception. They had discovered a 
minute written by Nau, containing, apparentiy , the heads of 
a letter, which tHeymeJntainedtobe&e letter of Babington, 
thoughinrealityit had no relation to that letter. It ran in 
these terms : Secours de dehors — Forces dans lepays — Arm^e 
d'Bspagne au retour des Indea — Arm6e da France au mesmo 
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tamps, si la p^ se ftict — GuiBB, b'jI ne passe tiendra la 
France oecapeA — De Flandree de mesme — Ecoaae au mesme 
temps — Coup — Sortie. This minute seems to be a collec- 
tion of subjects which the queen msant to diKCusa in a let- 



does not giye an opinion in one or other of her letters 
written at tliis time ; and yet there is not a singla letter in 
which the greater part of them is even mentioned. For 
that reason they cannot be the minate of the letter to Bab- 
ington. Yet it was so contended by Walaingham and 
Philipps, and, in addition, that the woi'd coup meant the 
murder of Elizabeth, though it might easily mean the 
Eimultaneons rising of Mary 'e friands, or the sudden attack 
upon Ckirtley. However, the interpretation put upou 
the minute bj them was certainly admitted ^ lord Bu^h- 
ley, who on the same eveoiog wrote to &tton that a 
promiae of mercy ought to be made to Nau and Curie, 
that they might " jeld in ther wrytyng soewhat to con- 
"firm ther mastriss crjmes; if they war pswaded that 
" themaelTCB might scape, and the blow (coup) fall upcn 
" their M" betwjit hir head and hir shuldera, sorely we 
"ahuld have y" whole fro hyr." — PromMr. Leigh's papers. 
This allusion to the coup shows that be waa acquainted 
with the minute, and at the same lime aware that it could 
prove nothing against Mary Stuart ; because, ■whatever 
might be its true meaning, it was not in her handwriting. 
SdU, it retwned the desigiation which had been given to 
it, and was exhibited at Potherinffiiy among the other eap- 
posed prooft of the Scotlisli ([ueen's guilt. 

The same evening, Walsingham wrote from his own 
house to Philipps, who waa at Windsor, that the minute 
of the Scottish queen's answer " was not extant ;" that 
Nau would confess nothing which could not be proved 
against him.; and that his chief hope'wasin Curie, who, 
ifatni kept under his eye, might be mduoed, through hope 
of favonr, to afford some useftil testimony. — See his letier 
in Tytler's note xiv. at the end of vol. viii. 

Nau, by his appeal, had disconcerted the astacioua sec- 
retary. Walsin^iam might get rid of Mary's minute by 
denymg its existence, and " wishing to God that it ciight 
" be found ;" but he could not deny the existence of Nau'a 
letter, drawn trom that minute; because it was only 
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througb. Nail's letter that he coald make her responBible 
for the murderous passages existing in her anewer tn Bab- 
ington. Of course, then, he will now bring forward Nau's 
lettor. No ; that does not euiC his purpose. How, iJieu, 
will he Buppl; the chasm iu the evidence which the ab' 
BencB of that letter muHt produce? By bringing forward 
what he will call a, copy of tliat letter, aereeiag in every 
partioular with the answer received by Babiueton, and by 
olaiming for such copy as much authority as if it were the 
oriMnaliCsalf. 

A copy BO prepared was, on September 5, laid before 
Babington, in the Tower, who aoeordingly wrote under it, 
" C'«»S la eopie des lettres de la Royne d'EaeoBse derni&'e- 
"ment a moy envoyese. Anthoiiie Babington." The 
same copy was nest laid before Ourfe, who subeoribed in 
these words : " TeUe ou semblable, me semble avoir eate 
"la reponae escripte en fraacoye par monsieur Nau, la- 
" C(uelle j'ay traduiat et mis en chiffre. — Gilbert Curie, 5 
Sept., 1586." This eabsoription of Curie evidently re- 
gards the letter Y^ Nau, but it is accompanied with a 
aualification, wgniHcative of diatmst in the accuracy of 
le copy, as fat as he dared. to signify auch distrust: 
"Telle ou semblable me semble." 

Sept. 6 : After this tealimony of Ourle, Nau could not re- 
fnse to subeoribe. He wrote : " Je pense de vray que 
' ' o'est la lettre escripte par sa Maieste i Babington, 
" comme il me souvient.— Nau, 6 Sept. 1586." Yet even 
DOW, it will be observed, he speaks with some hc^tatian. 
It is the copy, " as well aa he can remember," — Comme il 
me souvient, or comme il m'en peult souvenir, aa it is en- 
tered on the record. But why, we may suppose him to 
have said, do you. require me to speak fix)m memory? You 
have the originalof my letter, as well aa the minute of the 
queen , Why do you not produce them ? That he argued 
in such manner appears iiom this, that the next day 
(Sept 7) Philipps received from Wade the following per- 
emptory order on the part of Elizabeth : " It is her 
"majesty's pleasure you should j)reaently repair hither ; 
"for that, uponNau'sconfessioajit should appear that vie 
" have not performed the search sufficiently. He doth ae- 
" surfe we sliall fiod among the minutes which were in 
" Pasquier's chests the copies of the letters wanting, both 
"JnFrfaiBhandBngMi." — Tytler, viij. note siv. Prom 
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thia it appeara that the papers seized at Cliartley had boea 
taken to WindBOf , and that Wade and Philippa had beeo 
already employed to search among them for the two doou 
menls to which Nau had bo boldly appealed. That the 
search was renewed we cannot doubt, but, as they wera 
never prodnoed, we may take it for granted that the minute 
at least waa not found. 

Sept. 10. Nau presented a loag memorial to the queen, 
in wnioh he protested that the first informalion which 
Mary Stuart received of the conspiracy i^ainet the life of 
Elizabeth, was from Babington's letter ; that she deter- 
mined to return no answer to that point ; but, believing 
that if it ehouid be attempted her own life would be taken 
in revenge, she resolved to accept the offer made by Bab- 
ington to procture her escape from Chartley ; and that the 
whole of ner answer, which he acknowledged that he 
wrote from her dictation, was confined to the sole object 
of regaining her liberty. The only personB &odi whom 
she had heard of the conspiracy were Babington and Gil- 
bert Giflbrd ; but it was an enterprise with which she 
would have no concern.— Lettree de Marie, vii. 207 — 209. 
This memorial, so exculpatory of Mary, disappointed 
Bui^hlej, who endorsed it thus : " Nau 's long declaration 
"of things of no importance.-' 

Sept. 20. Dn this day Babington was executed, and 
• bafijre hie eseoution was prevailed upon to acknowledge as 
true, by his subscription, the copies of his letter to Mary 
StiiaJt, and of her answer to him, and to point out the al- 
phabet flf ciphers in which both were written. It was 
probably thought that his subscription at that moment 
would give additional credit to these copies. It was the 
attestation of a perron at the point of death. In reality 
it proved merely that the coot of Mark's answer was a 
correct CQpy of the answer which he received, and that the 
copy of Nau's letter perfectly agreed with it ; but it could 
not prove that the one was a correct copy of Mary's answer 
before it had been copied in Walsingham's office, or of 
Nau 's letter before it had gone through the same proee^. 
Of all that Babington had no knowledge. 

The reader is aware of the revolting cruelty with which 
he and his companions were treated at the gallows ; and 
the next day (Sept. 21) the Scottish queen's secretaries, 
trembling lest they should meet with a similar tate, were 
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called before tne chancellor, Burghley, and Hatton, eom- 
miseioners appointed to interrogoite them, pieparatoiy ta 
theii trio]. On the 23d these interrogations were resumed. 
They were compelled to depose upon oath that their for- 
mer subscriptions were troe. Certain paHsageB from the 
alleged answer of Mary to Babington were laid before 
them in Engliah, to be translated hy them into French,'for 
the sake of comparison ; and each wae called upon to write 
dovm such pointa ae he could remendier to have been writ- 
tan in hei- answer. All this is entered in the record of the 
trial in a very confused manner ; but not a word appears 
to have been extracted from them to show that Mary had 
made any allusion to the murder of Elizabeth. 

Hera, nowever, it must be remarked, that there was 
much of deception in the manner in which tlie alterations 
and aubecriptions were exhibited. By an ingenious con- 
trivance, men not admitted into the secret were led to be- 
lieve that the instrument to which the subscriptions were 
attached was a copy of the letter actually received by Bab- 
ington. Burghlgr himself seems to have understoocl it so. 
In a letter to Walsingham, of the 8th of September, he 
says of Nau's subscription on the 6th, " Nau hath amply 
" confessed, by his handwryling, to hare wrytten, by the 
" queen's endyting and her own minute, j* long Itre to 
" Babington." iSie same was the persuasion entertained 
at the trial at Fotheringa^, and the same has been gene- 
rally repeated by writers since tjiat period. It was, in- 
deed, indorsed by Philipps : " Queen of Scots to Anthony 
'■> Babiugton, 17 July, 1586," and subaoribed by Babing- 
ton : '' O'est la copie des lettres de la Eoyne d'Eacoase 
" derniferement h moy envOTfeea. Anthonie Babington." 
But how could that be sof The letter which Babington 
had recaved was written in the Engliah language ; — this 
to which he subscribes is written in the Prench Eroguage. 
Why does ha subscribe it in French, and not in Bnelish ? 
Such. questionH might perhaj)8 have been aeked at f^ther- 
iugay ; but we learn from the record that all the subscrip- 
tions to the copy produced there were written in English, 
and that Bubington's had been translated for him thus ; 
"This ifi the yerytrewe copie of ye queene's letter last sent 
" unto me, Anf . Bab°." The feet, however, is, the ia- 
striunent laid before them was not openly propounded as 
a copy of the letter aotuallj received by Babington, but 
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as a copy of the French letter composed by Nau from the 
minute and the dictation of Marj Stuart ; — the yery letter, 
in fact, ■which Nau maintained thai they poaaesaed, and to 
■which he appealed in defence of hia own innocence and 
that of the Scottish queen, aa fat as concerned the project 
of assassination. This is evident from its bdng is the 
Prench langaage ; from the feslimonj of Curie, — " La re- 
" BponsB feicte k cette letire (of Babington) estant escripl 
" premiirement en Francoyspai Mr. Kau, Sept. 5 ; and 
again, in his examination of September 21 : "The queen 
" directed Nau to draw the answer to the same Ire, y* 
" ■which Nau drew in French, and y' doone y° Soo. Q. 
" willed this examinate to put it into English." — (From 
the Eeeord.) 

Taking, therefore, this for granted, that the letter in 
French, to ■wliioh the subscriptione ■were attached, w3j 
brought forward as A copy of Nau's letter, it nifty be asked, 
what could have induced WaMngham to adopt this cir- 
cnitoas and deceptive method of stamping authority on a 
disputed copy, ■when he might at any moment have ob- 
tained his full purpose by the simple exhibition of the 
original? lb seems to me that there is bnt one solution of 
the question. The ori^nal did not contain any allusion 
to the projected murder of Elizabeth ; but the letter which 
he had forwarded to Babington ■was known to contain 
several such allurions. It therefore became necessary to 
Bupprere the original, and to exhibit a pretended copy, 
into which he might introduce all the murderous passages 
contdned in the letter received bj Babington. 

3. The reader is aware (see p. 22i) ihnt Camden, hav- 
ing stated that a postscript inquiring the names of the sis 
gentlemen appointed to assassinate the queen, had been ap- 
pended to Mary's letter in "Walsingham's office, adds his 
suspicion that some passages in J;he letter ifsslf might also 
be fabricated at the same time, — Si non et quaedam alia. 
Of this there never appeared to be any reason to doubt. 
The man capable of foi^mg the noBtsen;pt was capable of 
introdmang any fhlsifications which suited his purpose. 
Mnoe liabinoff is so convinced of the same that in his edi- 
tion of Nau's letter he has distinguished what he condders 
as the interpolated passages from the rest of the toxt, by 
printing them in Italics. Score out these passages, and 
the letter wiU he restored to that state in which, according 
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to Mary and Naa, it was originally written, — that is, it 
■will bo confined to tlie inanirectioa m Eagland, and to her 
escape from prison. Thus it reads more naturally, aud ia 
free from the objections which otherwise force themsslves 
on the mind of every attentiTe and cautious inquirer. 

Philipps, indeed, was a most accomplished artist in his 
WiJ ; jst it is pos^ble that in a very long letter he might 
not haye been so constantly ou his guard as to make all 
hia interpolations perfectly harmonize with other and more 
distant parts of the same letter. Thus, in the following 
instance the hand of the interpolator seems to me to betray 
itself; "The a&ires," Mary is made to say, " being thus 
" prepared, and forces in readinea, without and within 
the realm, then shall it bo time to sett tlie siite gentibmn 
to work " (to assassinate the queen) " takinge order 
upon the aooomplishinge of their des$eigne " (the asaas- 
wnation),"! maybe sodaynlje transported out of this 
" place, and that aD your forces at the same time be oa 
the MAe to meet me, in iarryinge for the arrival of the 
forayne aide, which then must be hastened with, all dili- 
gence." She then directs four stout horsemea to be 
kept at court, to advertise her of the aooomplishmcnt of 
the design (a^aesination), that she may escape before her 
keepers have time to fortify the house. This, she adds, is 
the best plot that she can devise ; " for sturriiige on this 
" side, before you be assured of sufficient fonaine forces, it 
" weare but for nothinge to put yourselves in danger;' 

" and to take me forfli of this place, unbeihg be- 

"fore well assured to sett me in the midst of a good armie, 

" or in some very good strengths, it were suf- 

"fioient esouse given to that queene, in catching me 
" againe, to enclose me in some hold, out of wlueh I 
" should never escape, if she did use me no worse." But 
how could Elizabeth catch her again, if EHzabeth were al- 
ready put to deathi It was natural enough that Mary 
shonld fear a second an4 more rigorous imprisonment if 
she were ^ain to fell iut-o the hands of the ciueen, and 
should therefore forbid any attempt to liberate her, with- 
out a sufficient force for her protection ; but that she 
should entei'tain any fiar of falling into the hands of 
Elizabeth, when she had directed tliat the attempt to libe- 
(rate her should depend on the accomplishment of the de- 
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eizD of the eix gentlemen (that ia, on the previoiiH murder 
ofElijabeth), it is imposdble to conceive. The reason 
which she aadgnB for her pceviouB direction ia to uie a 
proof that no mentioa of asaaasioation had been coutamed 
m the original letter. 

WaMogham appears to* have been aware of this contra- 
diction Ixifora the trial at Potheringay ; for awgeant Puck- 
ering reoeived inatroctiona in his hrief to contend that in 
thia parage Marj mewit to forhid any attempt for her de- 
liverance " before eyther they had a atronge armie in 
W readynees to place hev in, or they had dispatched her 
" ma*, and tlien (said she) if that queene take me agajne, 
" I shall be forerer inclosed in a hole, if she use me no 
" worse." — Mr. Leigh's Papers. In the text itself I sea 

>l this alternative. The murder of the queen ia there re- 



taries to be confronted ■with her. This was refused. At 
■Westminster they wore brought forward ; but then she 
was absent at Potheringay. Little reliance can be placed 
on confessions drawn from prisoners throogh fie fear of 
the tack and' the scaffold; me have, however, the benefit 
of the teetamony both of Nau and Curie, on other less try- 
ing occasions. At Weatminater Nau openly declared, be- 
e — +!.„ ««™™;=s;,i„ajg^ that the chief points of the ob-""" 



be baaed, ^ 

'■ did then deny and maintain de &ulk les princi|>au£ chefs 
" de I'accusation mise en avaunt contre sa matie, et poar 
*' lesquels seuls on pouyoit prendre couleur ou pretesle de 

"la oondamner accusation feulae, caloinnieuaB 

" et aupposfo." He wrote thia, indeed, as late as March 
5, '1605, but appealed for the truth of it to the recollection 
of the noblemen and gentlemen who had been present on 
the occarion, and were stiU aliTe ; — adding that if this, his 
last aad public dedaratdon, had been contrary to his foi^ 
mer declai'ationain private, before the commissioners, " led. 
sr. de Walsingham n'eiBt point iailly k me le reviler sur 
la face, pour me ccmvaincre demensonge, et moy mesmes 
je n'euase jamais en Taasurance derant ceulx mesmea 
qui m'avoient interrog^, de me desmentir et tenir un Ian- 
gage toute eontraire. It was a misfortune that he spoke 
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in Frenoh, wbiohjit appeara, wnslessgenerallyimderstood 
than Italian, for one of the lords desiredliim to epeak in that 
InJiguagB.— Hail. MS. 46, 49. 82. 

The other statement on the part of Ourleia the last conftss- 
Mon which ho substribod on the Gtli of Aug., 1587, prepara- 
tory to hia disohw^ from Walsingham's house , aitor a year 'a 
confinement ; and of which we may presume that it eontaina 
Hs much as could be extorted from him in favour of the 
prosecution. In it he says ; " moreover were shewed 
" me the two very letters writin by me in cipher, aad 
" reocive(d by) Babington, and the trew desoiffrements 
" of both word by word with the two nlphabet betsveen 
" her ma')' and him, the counter alphabets whereof were 
" fbund amongst her papers. The copy of the first of 
" the said letters writtin with my own hand which I 
" could not avoid to acknowledge as I did, and a trew 
" copy of Babington's principal letters to her maty, xhe 
" whole acknowledged by his confession under his owa 
" hand ; also afterwards the postscript of the said letters 
" of Babini^on to Mr. Nan to ask his opinion of one 
" Mr. Powley, the said poslseriptum acknoivledged by 
" Mr. Niiu, and that I .had answered the same in her 
"name, which answer, containing only in effect, that 
" Babington should not trust Powles, was found writtin 
" with my hand among the rest of the papers, and 
" sundry letters to and fro between the conveyers of the 
" paequets, and one whereby appeared the receipt of the 
" Babington letters, and the conveyance of the answer 
"thereof." — It may here be observed, that in this long 
enumeration, the only letters to Babington which he 
admits as having been exhibited to him are the notes of 
the 15th of June, and the I'ith of July, not the im- 
portant answer of the 17th. He then proceeds: — 
" Upon which so manifest and unrecuaable evidence I 
" could not deny in any sorte ; but it behoved me at 
" length fur most important respects to confesse, as I 
"did, that I had disciphered Bahingtone his pciiieipal 
" iatteis to her ma'v, and that I received from Mr. Nnu 
" by her commandment her answer thereunto, after she 
" hsd read and perused the same in my presence, which 
"answer I translated into En;;lish, and after the 
" perusing thereof by her raa'y put it in cifre, ere it was 
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" sent to Babington. In witnesse whereof I have suTi- 
" scribed these presents with my hand at Lnnduii the vi 
" of August, 158 7. 

" CuRLL." (with, a paraphe.) 

A cursory perusal of this instrument might lead the 
reader to take it for an admission bj Curie of the matter 
in dispute: but a closer inspection will convince him 
that it has no reference to the subject. Curie acknow- 
ledges, indeed,-that Mary answered the letter of Babing- 
ton, and that he translated and put her answer into 
cipher : but whether thai answer was or was not fairl} 
represented by the deciphered copy produced at Fother- 
in)^y, is a question into which he does not enter, and 
into which, probably, he could not enter, for the fair 
inference from this and his former confessions is, that 
he was never allowed to see that deciphered copy *. 

Before I conclude this note I must aclinowledge my obli- 
eatious for much of the new matter coot&ined in it to the 
invaluable collection of queen Maiy's letters, by prince A. 
Labanoff, vole, vi. vii., and to the diECOvery of several origi- 
nal letters among the papers in the State Paper office, by 
Mr. Tytler. See his vol. viii. paraam. 
Note (K), Page 244. 

Th f U wmg is a serious instance of the queen's posi- 
t e«s d utter contempt of ihe maxims and forma 

Im ily bsevved in courts of justice. The earl of 
&h w b y had been excused from attending, on ac- 

unt f dispoMlJon. Still, though he was personally 
g rant f the proceedings, it vras resolved that he should 
1 d th claon of his name to the judgment. With thia 
VI wl d Eurghley visited him at Stilton, andgave himan 
acco t f thetrial which had taken place at Potheringay. 
O t -2 the lord ohanceUor wrote to the earl, by order 
of the queen," to come to Westminster, if possibly he could, 
" for the finishing of the commission on the 25th." This 
letter was accompanied by another, from Burghley, inform- 
ing him of the queen's great desire that he should concur 

doUd the Titi dT August, is in Mr. Von Raumet's yol. lii. p. Sil. Ihe above 
was oupied lot me by Ur. Holmes iTora die (u-^iDal (CM. MS. CaJ. ].), oinn. 

whae Ihe oi^in&l bad been damaged b; flre. 
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\?iil» the other commission era in the judgment, IF lie 
coiilil not eome, ■' tlieii," says he, " I pray y<- lordsliip to 
" ivrite to me that when, upon confereiipe with me, ive 
" both thought the Scottish queen had not cleaved her- 
" self by her answers" (how guardedly this id expressed !) 
" fur tlie mailer wherewith she was charged, lor oom- 
" passing and imagining the Q. Ma"™ death, that your 
" lordship would, if you were present, deliver y- sentence 
" soe to be, »nd therefore in y ibsence coming hy in- 
" Brmities, you both q d th iz m to deUvet 

" y- opinion soe to b 

On ilie 26th he w t g Y t d j in the 

" Starrchamber, wh 11 tl m s. s, among 

'' which number the w td Ivy Idhp and my 
■ ■ -- - --"lerl. 



" lord of Warwick, 1 
" and had pronounced tb 
" to charge the queene of Scots with prmty of the oon- 
" spirocy, and with the compassing and imagining also 
" of divers things tending to the hurt and destruction of 
" her ma''"- person, roylom chancellour and I did declare, 
" hy reading of yt' lordship's letter, j'- sentence conform 
" to tUe general sentence of all the rest; and there it 
" was ordered that on Monday next (the 3lat) the pro- 
" cess with the sentence should be put in writing in tbe 
" form of a record, to tbe which it is meant that we shall 
" all put our seals." 

On tho following day, the 2;th, he writes a third time. 
He had learned from the judges that the former letter 
of the earl did not give to Burgbley a legal right to act 
for him. He therefore says : " I do now send y''- lordship 
" the true copy of y'- former letter with an interlineation 
" of some things to he altered in form : and I have also 
" sent to y- lordship in a paper apart such words as are 
" to he inserted in a new letter in place of those that 
" are underlined ; and so I remit to y- lordship's consi- 
" deration to cause yr- letter to be writ to mvlord chan- 
" cellor and to me as y. former was, and of the same 
" date, with the changinjr only of so much as I have un- 
" derlined, and in place thereof to wiife the other sen- 
" tences contained in the other paper here enclosed." 

On the 28th the earl wrote an answer, published by 
Lodi;e, ii. 333, giving lo them authority to subscribe his 
name, and sending his seal " for the ensealing thereof." 
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After all, thia vicarious subBoription was thought insui 
fioient. For on Nov. 30 lord Barghley writes : " Thi 
" sentence •man subscribed yesterday by all the commis 
" fanners that were here at parliament, and I have an 
" Bwered for y' lordship that you will not isiil to sign a 
" any lime, and so left a space for your name," — Fvcm 
papers in possession of the earl of Shrewsbury, 

Note (L), Page 297. 
In the present note I purpose to give 



hands. It WHS printed at Antwerp, to he distributed in 
^England at the moment of the invasion : but the inva- 
sion did not take piace, and care was taken to burn al- 
most all the copies. Hence the book is become ex- 
tremely scarce. The lille is, an "Admonition to the 
" Nobility and People of England and Ireland, concern- 
" inge the present wavres made for the execution of hia 
" holines sentence, by the highe and mightie kinge ca- 
" tholicke of Spaine, by the carding of Englande. Anno 
" MDLXXXVIil." It begins thus : " GuUelmuB mi- 
Beratione divina S. K.. E. tituli Sancti Martini in Mon- 
tibus Cnrdinalis Presbyter, de Anglla nuncupatus, 
cunctis regnorura AngliEB et Hibernisa proceribus, po- 
pulis, et personis, ouinibusque Christi fidehbus saliitem 
in Domino sempiteruam;" After ashoit preface, it uh' 
dertakes to show, 1°. Of whom and in what manner 
Elizabeth is descended ; 2°. How intruded into the royal 
dignity ; 3°. How she has behaved at homo and abroad ; 
4°, By what hiws of God and man her punishment is pur- 
■ sued ; 5'. How just, honest, and necessary causes ail 
true Englishmen have to embrace and set forward the 

" 1°. She is a bastard, the daughter of Henry VIII., 
by his incestuous commerce with Anne Boleyn. 

" 2". She was intruded by force, unjustly deposing 
the lords of tlie clei^y, without whom no lawful parlia- 
ment could be held, nor statute made ; and without onv 
approbation of the see of Rome, contrary to Ihe accord 
made by king John, at the special request and procure- 
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ment of tlie lords and commons, as a thing ni 

to preserve tbe realm from the unjust UJiur|)atioii of 

tyrants. 

" 3^ As to her hohaviour, she has professed herself a 
heretic. She usurpotli, by Luciferian pride, Ihe title of 
supreme ecclesiastical government, a thine ia a woman 
unheaid of, not tolerable to the masters of her own sect, 
and to all catholics in the world most ridiculous, absurd, 
monstrous, detestable, and a very fable to tlie posterity. 

" She is taken and Icuown for an incestuous bastard, 
begotten and born in sin, of an infamous courtezan, 
Anne Boleyn, afterwards executed for ailvoutery, treason, 
heresy, and incest, among others with her own natural 
brother, which Anne Boleyn her father kept by pre- 
tensed marriage in. the life of his lawful wife, as be did 
before unnaturally know and kepe both the said Anne's 
mother and sisier. 

" She is guilty of perjury in violating her coronation 

" She Lath abolished the catholic religion — profiined 
the sacraments— forbidden preaching — impiously spoiled 
the churches, deposed and imprisoned the bishops, and 
suppressed the monasteries. 

" She hath destroyed most of the ancient nobility, 
putting into their houses and chambers traitors, spials, 
delators, and promoters, that take watch for her of all 
then' ways, words, and writings. 

" She bath raised a new nobility of men base and im- 
pure, inflamed with infinite avarice and ambition. 

" She hath intruded a new clergy of the very refuse 
of the worst sort of mortal men. 

" She hath made the countiy a place of refuge for 
atheists, anabaptists, heretics, and ret>e]s of all nations. 

" Sbehathpolled the people, not only by more frequent 
and large subsidies than any other princes, but by 
sundry shameful guiles of lotteries, laws, decrets, falls 
of money, and such like deceits. 

" She sells laws, licences, dispensations, pardons, &c. 
fbr money and bribes, with whicb she enriches her poor 
cousins and favourites. Among the latter is Leicester, 
when she took up first to serve her fllthy lust ; whereof 
to have more freedom and interest, he ciiused his owa 
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wife to be murdered, as aftenvarde, for the aRcomplisl]- 
ment of his like brutish pleasures wilh another noble 
dame, it is openly known he made away ivilli her hus- 
band. This man i)V«r-iuleih the chambei-, court, coun- 
cil, parliament, ports, .forts, seas, ships, tendei^, men, 
munition, and all the country. 

"With the aforesaid person, and withdivers otliexs, she 
bath abused her bodie against God's lawes, to the dis- 
grace of princely majestic, and the whole nation's re- 
proache, by unspeakable and incredible variety of iuste, 
which raodesly Buffereth not to be remembered, neyther 
were it to chaste eares to be uttered how shamfully she 
hath defiled and infamed her person and cuntry, and 
made her court as a trappe, by this damnable and de- 
testable art to intaogle in sinne, and overthrows the 
Jonger sorte of the nobllitye and gentlemen of the 
nnde ; wbei'ebye she is become notorious to the wurlde, 
and in other ciititryes a common table for this her turpi- 
tude, which in so higbe degre, namely in a woman and a. 
queene, deservethe not oolie deposition, but all ven- 
geance, both of God and man, and cunnot be tollerated 
without eternal infamie of our whole countrie, tlie whole 
worlde deriding our effeminate dasiardie, that have 
suffered such a creator^ almost tliii-ty years together to 
raigno both over our bodies and soules, and to nave tlie 
chief regiment of al our affaires, as wel spiritual! as 
temporal, to the extinguish inge not onely of religion, but 
of all chaste livinge and lionesty. 

" She does not mnrry, because she cannot Confine her- 
self to one man; and to the condemnation of chaste 
and lawful marriage she forced the very parliament to 
give consent to a law, that none should be named for 
her successor, saviiige (be natui-al, that is to sale, bas- 
tard-borne child of her owne bodie. (Here is an ulhisioa 
' to her unlawfull. tonge concealed, orjianed issue}.' 

" She confederates wilh rebels of all nations, and is 
known to be the first and principal fount^u of all thos<j 
furious rebellions in Scotland, France, and Flandres; 
sending abroad by her ministers, as is proved by inier- 
cepted letters and coufcssioiis, numbers of intelligencers, 
spies, and practlsers, in must princes' courts, not only 
to give notice of news, but to deal with the discontented. 
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and liath souf;ht to destroj' the persons of the pope's 
holiness and the king of Si>aiTi, 

" She is escessiveiy proud, obstinate, and impenitent, 
thougb she has been excommunicated eighteen yeais. 

" She liath murdered bishops, and priests, and the 
queen of Scots. 

" 4°. Having noticed several instances of the depoai- 
, tions of kings w the Old Testament, and the excommuni- 
cation of emperor* by different pop^, it observes that 
the sentence given by Pius V, bath not been pursued, 

Eirtly on account of his death, and partly on account of 
er great power. But her perseverance in sin, her per- 
secution of the catholics, and her aiding of rebels, have 
induced Sijitus V. to intveat Philip of Spain, to take, 
upon him this sacred and glorious enterprise, to which 
he hatb consented, moved by his own zeal, by the aU' 
thority of his holiness, and by the cardinal's humble and 
continual sute for the delivery of his countrymen." 

The fiftli part I need not analyze. Its contents are 
more generally known, and may be found in Fuller, 1. ix. 
p. 196, and in Mr, Butler's MemoLis, iii. 213. ' At the 
end is given the date : " From my lodginge in the palace 
"of St. Peter in Rome, this 23th of ApriH, 1388. The 
" Cardinall *." 

The author of this most offensive publication seems to 
have studied the works, and to have acquired the style, 
of the exiles who, formerly, at Geneva, published libels 
(gainst queen Mary, the predecessor of Elizabeth. Who 
that author was, soon became a subject of discussion. 
The language and the manner aie certainly not like 
those of Allen in his acknowledged works ; and the 
appellant priests boldly asserted that the book was 
" penned altogether by the advice of F, Peesons.'' Per- 
sons himself, in his answer, though he twice notices the 
charge, seems by his evasions to acknowledge its truth. 
(Manifestation, 35. 47.) But whoever were the real 



GDiiy. pertuipa \he only oqo Duw in eKialeuae, was lately iu tlw ptnaes 
of Mr. H. O. Bohn, Yuilwlrcel, (^neutgarden. 
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its contents. 

It is, however, but justice to add, that we have in 
Strype (iv. 144) a letter from him, preserved by Cecil, 
in a very dift'erent style. It arose out of a communica- 
tion from Hopkins, an English agent, that the queen . 
was desirous of peace, and not unwilling to grant some 
sort of toleration. The cardinal expresses hia joy al ihe 
news : it is what he has been known to wish for of old ; 
and what he will endeavour to promote to the best of his 
power. If the queen will only consent lo j^rant tolera- 
tion, and to restore the Spanish places now in her pos- 
session, he will answer that no demand shall be made 
for reparation of other injuries, &c. and that peace may 
ibus be restored to the Christian world, " whereof," h(» 
adds, " if I might by any office of- my life or death be tf 
" promoter or procurer, I would reckon the remanent of 
"ray few years yet to come, more fortunate than tho 
" many evil and long years of my life past," &c. Ibid. 
146. Part of it ism the Biographia Britannica, Art. 
Allen. 

Note (M), Page 312. 

I shall here add a few particulars respecting this 
noble person. — His speech to the lieutenant of the Tower, 
who visited him a few days before his deatb, is worthy 
of him. On tlie appearance of that officer he addressed 
him thus; " Mr. Lieutenant, you have shew'd both to 
" me and my men very hard measure.'' " Wherin, 
"mylord?'" quoth he. " Nay,'' said the earl, "I will 
" not make a recapitulation of any thing, for it is all 
" freely forgiven. Only I am to say unto you a few 
" words of ray last will, which being observed, may, by 
" the grace of God, turn much to your benefit and re- 
" putation, I speak not for myself, for Gud of his guod- 
" ness has taken order that I shall be delivered very 
" shortly out of your charge ; only for others I speak, 
" who may be committed to this place. You must think, 
" Mr. Lieutenant, that when a prisoner conies hithei' to 
" this Tower, that he bringeth sorrow with him. Oh, 



Hosted bvGoogle 



" theii, do not add affliction to Billietioii : tliere is no 
" man wliatsoerer that tliinketh himself to stand surest, 
*' but may fall. !t is a very inhuman part to tread on 
" him, whom misfortunfehath oast down. Tlienian that 
" is voi3 of mercy God lialh in great detestation. Your 
" commiaaion is only to keep with safety, not to kill 
" B-ilh severity. R.Bmenil'ei", good Mr. Lieutenant, that 
" God, who wiih his finger turneth the unstable wheel 
*' of this variable world, can in the revolution of a few 
" days bring you to be a prisoner also, and to be kept in 
" the same place, where you now keep others. There 
" is no calamity that men ai'e subject unto, but you may 
" also taste as well as any other man. Farewell, Mr. 
" Lieutenant : for the time of my smal abode here come 
" to me whenever you please, and you shall be heartily 
" welicome as my friend." MS. life of Philippe Howarde 
.- His interment in the Tower was conducted with a due 
regard to economy. His coflin cost the queen IDs. the 
black cloth which covered it 30«. As he was a catholic, 
the chaplain deemed it a profanation to read the esta- 
blished service over the grave: and therefore befran 
thus: " Wee ate not come to honour this mnn'sreligion; 
" we publickely professe, and here openlie proiesle, 
" otheiTvyse to be saved ; nor to honour his offence, the 
" kwe hath judged him, wee leave him \o tlie Loid. He 
" is gone to his place. Thus we find it true, tliat is solto 
*' downe in our owne booke, ' Man thot is born of a 
" woman,' &c. Thus God hath laid this man's honour 
" in the dust. Yet as it is said in the scriptures, ' Go, 
" 'and bury yonderwoman,for sheisaking's daughtei,' 
" so we commit his bodie to the earth, yet guing God 
" hearty thanks that hath delyvered ua of so greate a 
" feare. And thus let us praise God with the sou^ of 
"Deborah." This wos followed by the foity ninth 
Psalm, and the service was concluded with a prayer 
composed for the occasion. "Ohl Almighty God 1 who 
" nrl tlio judge of all the world, the.loi'd of lyfe and 
" deaih. who alone hast the keys of the grave, who 
" sbnttest and no man openeth if, who openeat and no 
" man can shut, wee give Ihes hearty thanks, lor that 
" it hath pleased thee in thy mercy to us, to take this 
" man out of this world; wee leave him to thy majesty, 
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" knowing by the worde, that hee and all other shall 
" raysE t^ain. to j^ve an account of all that has been done 
" in the fleahe, be it good or evjll, against God or man." 
Dallaway's Western Saesei, ii. 145, MSS. Lansdowno, 
vol. 79, So. 34. 

Note (N), Page 315. 

That the reader may form a notion of the manner m 
which the catholic gentlemen were treated durinj- this 
reign, I have collected the following brief ai'.caiint of the 
finea paid, and the privations suffered by one of the fii-st 
roGuaantB convict, Edward Suljaid, esq. of Welherden, 
in the county of Suffolk, ftom {lapers furnished by Im 
descendarit, the late lady Stafford. 

In 15S6, the quean finding that many of the recusants 
were unable to pay the full amount of the dues, to which 
they were liable by statute, consented to grant them 
some indulgence, on condition that they should pay an 
annual composition. By Mr. Sulyard, 401. per annum 
was offei'ud. I know not what sum was accepted : but 
he received permission to remain at his own house, 
under a protection from secretary Walsingham, forbid- 
ding him to be molested, " he having bene a long tyme 
" reslrayned of his libertie for matter of religion. 

It appears that the fin^ due from him to the q^ueen, 
" eo quod ipse non adivit. Anglice, did not repair, ad 
" aliquam eccleaiam, capellam sive locum uaualem com- 
** munis precationis per apalium fiS mensium," amounied 

1,3S0/. of which he had paid only 5<l0l. For the payment 



yard of Fanning, esqrs. 

On the approach of the armada he was thrown into 
prison, together with other recusants; but having, in 
November ISBB, subsoiibed a declaration, that the queen 
was his lawful sovereign notwithstanding any excom- 
mnnication whatsoever, and that he would lie always 
leady to defend her with his life and goods against the 
force of »ny prince, pope, potentate, prtlate, o( whatso- 
ever other her enemy, he obtained leave to go to his 
estate, for tbi purpose of raising money, but on condi- 
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tion that he should repaiv to Londiiti against the loth of 
Marcli, and be conllneil in a private lioiiae. He obeyed, 
and wa.s bou:id in a penalty of '10i)OL not to depart out 
of the house, or the appuitenances thereof 

In October 1591 be obtained the liberty of walking 
out, having first bound himself under the same penalty, 
1°. not to go beyond the soa, or more than six milea 
iSom tlio ptkce of his coiiflnemBat ; aud, 2°. to present 
himself before the council, within ten days, whenever 
notice should he left for that puipose at tbe house afore- 
said, " until he should have conformed and yielded liim- 
" self unto the order for reUgion. and fbr coming and 
" resorting fo divine service established by act of parlia- 
" ment." 

la 15!14, on a rumour of invasion, he was confined 
with other recusants in the castle of Ely. In aulumn 
leave was given him to go to his own house for fourteen 
days ; and afterwards to choose the house of some friend, 
where ho might be confined under the usual restrictions 
end penalties. 

Ill 1595 he procured the indulgence of havinghisown 
housi! for his prison : and in 1508 was permitted to leave 
it for the space of six weeks. 

In 1509, on another rumour of invasion, he was again 
conSned in the castle of Ely; hut, as soon as the danger 
was over, he returned to his own house, having Hrst paid 
the expenses of his imprisonment in Ely. The next 
year he obtained another leave of absence for six weeks. 
During this time, besides the composition to the queen, 
he was occasionally compelled by privy seals to lend 
money which was never I'epaid; occasionally to find a 
trooper fully equipped for the queen's service ; and often 
to appear in person beloro the council or tlie archbishop. 
To Mr. Sulyard I may add, as another insiance, Mr. 
Towneley of Towneley, in Lancashire, The following 
J inscription was placed by his order under his picture, 
which is still preserved in the portrait gallery at Towne- 
ley. " Tins .John about the sixth or seventh year of her 
"Majesty'H rei^n that now is for professing the Apos- 
" lolick Roman Catholick ffaith was imprisoned first at 
" Chester castle ; then sent to tho Matshalsea ', then to 
" York castle; then to the Bluckhauscs i[> Hull: then 
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" to the Gateliouse in Westminster ; then to Man- 
" Chester; then to Broiigliton in Oxfordshire: Ihen 
" tivice to Ely in Cambrirlijeshire ; and so now soventy- 
" three years old, and hliiid, is bound to appear and keep 
* within five miles of Towni'ley his house. Who huth, 
•* since the statute of ihe twenty-third, paid into the Ex- 
" fihequer twenty pounds a month, and doth still, so 
" that there is paid already above (five thousand pounds. 
" An. Dni. One thousand six hundred and one. John 
" Towneley of Towneley in Lancashire." 

Such was the harassing and dograding Ufe whic'n 
every gentleman, known to' be a catholic, was compelled 
to lead, foe tlie sole offence of not conforining to a wor- 
ship which was contrary lo his conscience i hut, if in 
additi ti he presumed lo practise bis own religion, if he 
lieord mass, or received a priest into his house, he was 
subject to more rigorous fines, to forfeiture, to imprison- 
ment for life, or to death, as a felon without benefit of 
clei^y, accoidina to the nature of ihe oftence, and the 
statute under whicli he might be indicted. 

Note (0), Page 317. 

On the 18th of October, 1591, the queen issued a pro- 
clamation, distinguished by the violence of its language, 
against the king of Spain, the pope, and the missionaries, 
ordering all householders to make returns of every poi- 
son who had resorled to their houses during tlie last 
twelve months, and to specify whether they knew any 
one who was accustomed to absent himself from tlie 
established service. To the proclamation wore appended 
instructions for certmn commissioners, appointed in each 
county, to receive these returns, and to discover, by all 
the means in their power, miiisionaries, or persons with- 
drawn From their allegiance by the arls of the mia- 



There was much to reprehend in the scurrilous lan- 
guage of this instrument ; and several passai;es in it 
appeared to call for an ansiver from the leaders of the 
Spanish party among the exiles. Two were soon pub- 
lished : one by Persons under the title of Responsio ad 
edictum. for au accurate account of which I shall refer 
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472 APPENDIX. 

the reader to Mr, Butler's Memgirs, iii. 236 ; and ano- 
ther by F, Cresswell, intituled Exemplar liternrum mia- 
sarum SGermauia aA D. Guliitlmntn Cccilium. consilia- 
rium rejjium. Impressum Anno Domini MDXCIJ. 

In this tract tlie writer describes the perBecution which 
the Enf;li>th catliolics sufTcced ; and aasurls lliat the au- 
thor of the proclamation, in order to justify such baiba- 
ritics, had recourse to catumnj' like the pagans of old. 
He enumerates the olfencea of Eiizabeth ; lier ingrati- 
tude to the king of Spain, to whom she was former)^ 
indebted for her life ; the murder of the queen of Scots ; 
her connexions with the rebels of other monarohs, and 
her friendship with the Turk. To her character he op- 
poses, in praise of Philip, his royal virtues, the use iia 
makes of his power, his affection for the English exiles, 
and his labours to preserve the catholic religion in Eng- 
land by the tbundation of seminaries. The author next 
maintains the right of the pope to employ the arms of 
catholic princes, and to depose apostate sovereigns, for 
the benelit of religion ; and eontenilsthat, if he appointed 
Allen his legate, and ordered certain piiests to attend 
the invading army under the duke of Favma, it was not 
to promote tlie destruction, but the salvation of the coun- 
try, to diminish the horror? of war, and ta protect Eng- 
lishmen I'rom the swords of the invaders. He boasts of 
the superior force of the Spanish king, and mtdntaiiis 
that in the time of danger Elizabeth and her ministers 
will find that she possesses not the affection of the na- 
tion, and that her own soldiers will turn their arms 
against h»r. 

It is difficult to speak of these tracts with the severity 
which they deserve. They might please the king of 
Spain, and might uphold his hope of effecting the con- 
quest of England; buttheywere calculated to irritate 
Elizabeth, to throw suspicion on the loyalty of the catho- 
lics, and to increase the pressure of persecution. The 
real motive of the authors may perhaps be discovered 
from the conclusion of each tract. They seem to have 
Dolieved that tlie queen was alarmed, and they hoped, by 
adding to that alarm, to extort her assent to the follow- 
ing propoals : tliat she should make peace with Philip, 
should tolerate the exercise of the catholic worship, and 
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Bhould allow all men, witlioui distinction of religion, to 
partake of the fovours and protection of government. See 
ReBponaio, p. 247. Eseniplar literariim, 179. 

Note (P), Page 335. 

I have seen many of these prinla, and among them 
one cakulated to excite feelings of the strongest ablior- 
rence. It I'epresents the execulioa of Margaret Middle- 
ton, the wife of Clitheroe, a rich citizen of York, who, 
for standing mute, suffered the peine forte et dure. She 
had harboured a priest in quality of a schoolmaster ; and 
at the bar refused to plead fiuilty, because she knew that 
no sutiicient proof could be brought against her, or not 
guilty, because she deemed auch a plea equivalent to a 
felaehood. 

As this barbarous mode of punishment is now grown 
obsolete, I shall describe her death in the words of one 
who was present in York at the time, 

" The place of execution was the tolboth, six or seven 
" yards from the prison. After she had prayed, Fawcet 
" (one of the sheriffs) commanded them to put oft' her 
" apparel ; when she, with the four women, requested 
" liim, on their knees, that, for the honour of woman- 
" hood, this might he dispensed with. But they would 
" not grant it. Then she requested them thai the wo- 
" men might unapparel her, and that they would turne 
" their faces from her during that time. 

" The women look off her clothes, and put upon her 
" the long linen habit. Then very quietly she laied her 
*' down icoT the ground, her face covered with a liand- 
" kerchief, and most part of her body with the habit. 
" The dove was laied upon her: her hands she joined 
" towaniU her face. Then the sheriff saied, 'Naie, ye 
" ' must have your hands bound.' Then two serjeants 
" parted her hands, and bound them to two posts. (In 
the print her feet are bound to two others.) After 
" this they laied weiirht upon her, which, when she firat 
" felt, she said, 'Jesu. Jesu, Jesu, have meroveupunmee;' 
" which were the last words she was heard to speake. 
" She was in dying about one quarter of an bower. A 
"sharp stone, as much as a man's Qst, had been put 
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" under her back ; upon lier was laicd to tlie qiiantitia 
" of saven or eiaht hundred weight, which, hreaking her 
" ribbs, caused them to burst forth of the sMane." March 
2S, 15B6. 

Note (Q), Page 360. 

TfTitus Ontes had never existed, tlie history of tula 
ridiBUlous plot would suffice to show how easily the most 
uhsurd Qctions oblain credit, when the public mind is 
uiidi'r the iiilluence of religious prejudice. The poison, 
it mas said, was contained in a double bladder, wLitli 
Squires was to prick with a pin, and then to press on the 
pommel of the saddle. The queen would undoubtedly 
tuuch it with her hand, and altervrards move her hand 
to her mouth or nose. In either case dealh must ensue, 
as the poison was of so subtle und penetrating a na- 
ture that it would iastaotly reach either her lungs or 
stomach. 

To the account puhlisbed hy the government, Walpoie 
himself opposed another in a pamphlet entitled, " The 
" diaeoverie and confutation of a tragical iiction devysud 
** and plavei! by Ed. Squyer, yeoman, soldiar, hanged at 
" Tyhurne the 23rd of Nov. 1598.— Written for the only 
" love and seal of tinth a^iainst forgerie, by M. A. 
" priest, that knew and dealt wilh Squyer in Spaine 
"MDXCIX." 

Both agree (hat Smiires was a soldier tinder Hrake, 
taken prisoner in llie West Indies, and cai'ried to Seville 
in Spain. There, by the government account, Walpole 
caused him to be put into the inquisition, tlien prevailed 
on him to become a catholic, and, having sworn him to 
kill the queen, procured him and one Holies to be ex- 
changed for two Spanish prisoners from England. The 
poison of course failed ; but how came the attempt to be 
discovered ? This is the most clumsy part of the story. 
Walpole, finding that the queen was still alive, through 
revenge for the supposed inlidelityof Squires, sent Stan- 
ley from Spain to reveal his ^uilt to the council t " Be- 
" cause nothing succeeded of it, the priest, thinking ha 
" had either changed his purpose or betrayed it, gave 
" Stanley instructions to accuse him ; thereby to get 
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" hmi mora credit, and to be revenged of Squire for 
" bi'eakiiig promise. The fellow coiU'essed the whole 
"practise, and, as it seemed, died very penitent." 
Chamberlain (3 Oct. 1588) inBaoon'sWorks, vol, vi. pp. 
41, 4-2, note, edition of 18u3. 

According to Walpole, Squires, for his misconduct at 
Seville, was condemned to two years' imprisonment iti 
a convent of Carmelite friars : there, hoping to shorten 
the term of his pimishraent, he sent for Walpole and 
pretended to become a catholic ; but finding this e\pe 
dient of no avail, he broke out of his prison leached 
St. I.ucar, and got on board of a ship about to sid for 
England. Walpole solemnly asserls that he never gaie 
him any poison, nor ever spoke to him about the mui 
der of the queen. He always suspected his sincerity, 
and on that account refused to give liim a letter of ve- 
commendation to any English catholic. Indeed, so 
little was Walpole known eitiier to Squires, or to Stan- 
ley, the pretended messenger, that neither of them 
could inform Ihe council of his Christian name. They 
were compelled to guess at it. and in the indictment asd 
pleidini^ called him William instead of Ricliard. "This 
" world'" lie concludes, " is now grown over well ac- 
" quainted with the tales of queen-killing, as also that 
' these bruites are inductions to the killing of such in- 
" nocent servants of God, as light into the hands and 
"power of the bloodthirsty." P. 14. Dated Ronio, 
1st March, 1599. 

Note (K), Page 385. 

I add the following graph desc pti f tl e s en 
der of Essex house, &om a I pe tl 1 1 n t ng of 
Frances Bourchier, probably d gii fWU m earl 
ofBatb, The original is tl ji h. ofs Buur 
oilier Wrey. 

" About 6 of the elok tl 1 dm 11 sent s t 
" Robert Sidney to somoi tl 1 d tl oso tl at 

" weare with them, to i Id t! 1 and after 

" the druma had somoned i 1 h I of South 
" amton came upon the Id d k d Kobe t 

" Sidney, calling him cuas S 1 What would 
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you have ' "ttloa eel i h ooe them 
'or my lo adn ■Ul her raa 1 euftent ^eneiall 
o yeeld themse es So thamto fepl ed Dear 
cossen, to whom would jou have s yeeld' To our 
enimies? That ea e to hrust o el es nto perill 
willingly. No sa d S dney but you must yeeld 
yselves to her ma That would «e willinElyt' 

mswerad Southamton, ' but that Iherhy we should 
confess ourselves guilty beroie we 'have offended - 
yet, if my lo. admirall will yeeld honorable hos- 
tages for our safe retorne to this place, we will eoe 
and present ourselves before her ma"''' to whom (God 
knoweth) we never intended the baste hurte ; whose 
royall disposition we know to be such that, if we 
■ light but freely declare our mindes, she would par- 
uon UB, and blame tliose that are blameworthy, those 
atheists and cater^illers I mean, who laid plots to 
bereave us of our lives, for salgard whereof we have, 
as the law of natui'e requiers us, takea up tlies so- 
daine nrmes, though we do and will acknowledge all 
dutie and obeydience to her ma""- to our lives end.' 
Sideiiay. ' My loid, you must not capitulate with the 
' prinoe. 1 know my lo. admiral will not yeeld to 
any such conditions of hostages.' 
" SouthamUm. ' Good cossen, 1 do not capitulate with 
my prince, I do but a littell expostulate with you. 
You are a man of arms, and know well what be- 
ioungs therto. You know by nature wee ar bound 
to defend ourselveE against our equals, much mor 
against our inferiores ; and, cossen, you cannot but 
know, or at leastwise conjecture that, if we should 
yeeld, we should willingly put ourselves into our eni- 
mies dannger, inio the wolves mouth, into ther hands 
that would keep us far enough ^om coming to her 
ixia'i"- to speak for ourselve!,; or, if we wear per- 
mitted, yet coming before her as captives, the lies of 
our enemies would overbalance our Iruthes. Then, 
good cossen, what would you do, if you wear in our 

' Sidney. ' Good my lord, put no such questions, I 
houid you wear best to yeeld; for this house, you 
know, is of no such force as it can long preserve j ou 
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' and m, lo. ..dir.irall iath alreaJy sent for powder 

■ ■ and sKi-tt for battrie ; and, if that prevailles not, 

* he meanes to blow it up, and theu tber is no wuy 

' but OIIB.' 

" Soufiamton. ' Let his Inidship do his pleasure : if 

* he blow lis up we shull be the nearer heaven. "Wt 
'purpose not to yeeld without hostages, for we Ilbi-u 
' made choiae lather to die like inen with our swnrdes 
'in our lianda, tiian some 9 or 10 dajs heme to end 
' our lives on a scaffold." 

" Then came the earl of Essex to Southamton, and 
said to &'■ Robert Sidney; 'Good brother Sidney, 
' ' and you my loving countrymen (meaning tlie sol- 
' ' diours,; nothing doth so much greeve me as that you, 
' ' who, my conscience tellelh me, love me, and for 

■ 'whose saftity I have so often oposed myself to perill, 
' ' that you I say, my friends, whose least drope of bled 
■ ' wuid exceedingly greeve me, should now be raaiie 

' ' 'gents against me, who would rather flinge myself 
headlounge from heace than that the meanest of 
'you should be indangered: and those atheistes, 
' mine enimies, keep aloof off from perill, and dare not 
' ' once approche mo: in lighting against whom if I 
■ ' might end my life, I would lliink my death most 
' ' honourable, if by my death I might also end their 
' 'lives, and that I had done to my prince and country 
' good service by rooting out such caterptllai's from the 

" Sidney. * I hope, my lo., you do not mean my lo. 
' admiral!.' 

" Essex. ' God knowes him to be as honorable in 
' ' mind, as he is in birtbe, though ther hatli bene some 
' ' publike jarres. which I know oa his parte cam rather 
' by others provocation than any way of his own dispo- 
'sition. But I mean of more base condition, tho' in 
'greater favour with her ma""- who have lali! seorctt 
' plots and damnable devises to bereave me of my life, 
'from which purpose ray conscience tells me my lo. 
' ' admii'all is free. Yet, good brother, if I yeeld not, 
' escuee me. For I will stand to tuy lo. Southamton 
' his resolulione. As for my life, I hav it: and I hav 
' thought it one of the jtreatsst punishmnits that ever 
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" ' God laid upon me, to suiFer rae to escape llie daun- 
" 'ger of my last great sicknes: foe juge you, bruther, 
" 'whether it be a faeeh or no to a man disended as I 
" ' am, wlio have lived in aocorapt with her ms^^- os I 
" ' liav djiie, to be pined up bo loung without any just 
" 'cause, arid to be trodiien under foote of every base 
" ' upslarte ; yea, and more than that, to have my life 
" 'so narwwly sought .by them. Would it not greeve 
"'you? Yes, yes, I am sui'e it would. Well; it is no 
"'matter; death will end all : and death shall be most 
." ' welcome : and, since 1 must die, and they enioie their 
" * desire, I will die so honorably as I may. So, good 
" ' brother, infoi-m my lo. admirall.' 

" Sidnei/. ' Well, my lord, I will return answer to 
" ' his loi'dship.'" — After the drum had sounded a 
" second parley, he delivered the answer to lo. South- 
" ampton in this sorte. ' My lo. admirall will grantno 
" ' hostages: but because he understands the ladies be in 
" ' tlie Ijpuse with you, to the end the inocent may not 
" ' perishe with the guilty, he willeth you to send them 
" ' forth, and they shall be safely and honojably con- 
" ' veied to som other place, wher they best like of.' 

" SotUhamion. ' We thank his lordship for his 
" ' honorable care of our ladies, which sheweth him to 
" ' be honorably descended ; but we desire hira to 
*' ' pardon us in this case ; for we prefere our own safty 
" ' before ther liberty. Wee have now fortified our 
" ' doores, which stood us in a good while's worke, and 
"' if we should unfortifie them for our ladies, we should 
" ' make open passage for our enimies. But if my lo. 
" ' admirall will grant us an hower's space to open them 
" 'fbrourladies passages, and another hower after they 
" ' be gon^ wi'h promise upon his honour not to malie 
" ' any attempt upon us in the meane time, then will 
" ' we willingly suffer our lodies to departe.' 

" Sidifty returned with this answer to my lo. ad- 
" mirall, who yeelded to them therein, and by this tim, 
" which was about nine of the cloke, was store of 
" powder, shott, and ordinance hrousht from the tower 
" to batter the house; but when Sidney btonglit word 
" hack to them that they should have ther two hours, 
' and iould them besides of the provisione for hattry of 
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* the house, the earl of Essex requested a time of reso- 
" lution which was gi'anted ; and, after they had awhile 
"consulted, the earl of Essex told Sidney that thej' 
" would yidd on thes conditions; first, that they might 
" be used like honorable prisoners ; seeondly, tliat my 
" lo. admiral would promise to mnke faithful retaiiona 
" to her matts of whatever thay should say for themselves 
" iu their own defence ■ tluiiliy, that they should have 
" an honoi'able and just triall : lastly, that, duniig the 
" tim of ther imprisonment, they might have such 
" devines for theii" soules health, as wear able to instruct 
*' them in matter of religlone. These conditions my 
" lo. admiral! graunted, and promised on his honor 
'' and salvation to see them performed. Wherupon 
'* they went dovn, and opened the doors; and echo of 
" tliem upon his knee surrendered his sword. The earl 
" of Essex desired that her ma'» would inflict all the 
" torments upon him that could be invented, so that the 
" punishment of tlie rest might be diminished, who 
" entered into the action with him, som for friendship, 
" som for kindred, some for affection, and others as 
" servants to their maistera. The earl of Southampton 
" requested the thinges doubtfully said or done, miglit 
" be constered to the best waye, which the lo, admirall 
" said should be done. So from thence they went to the 
" places of their severall comittments. 

" FllANCBS BouHcmnE." 

NoTB {S), Pago 42S, 

Though it was frequently reported that the queen had 
borne children to Leicester, the only individual known 
to have appeared publicly in that character was an 
Englishman at Madrid, who assumed tlie name of 
Arthur Dudley. Mr. Ellis has published a letter 
about him from an English spy to lord Burfjhiey, 
written on May 28, 15SS. (Ellis, 3 Ser. iii. 136.) I may 
add a few more parliculai's, gleaned from ihe documents 
preserved at Simanciis. 

This adventurer arrived at Madrid about the end of 
1586; and pretended that he was going to perform a 
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